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Professional Emergency Manager 
Advisory Board Meeting 

 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 

187 Monroe Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 49503 

Gerald R. Ford Room 
 

Minutes – May 5, 2025 
 

The regular meeting of the Professional Emergency Manager (PEM) Advisory Board (AB) was held 
on Monday, May 5, 2025.   

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by the chair, Capt. Kevin Sweeney, commander of the 

Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division (MSP/EMHSD).       
 

Roll call was taken, and the following Board members were present: Capt. Dave Oslund (Region 1), 
Ms. Donna Northern (Region 2), Mr. Gregg Bird (Region 7), Ms. Jenifier Boyer, Michigan Emergency 
Managers Association (MEMA), and Mr. Ryan Wilkinson, Michigan Subject Matter Expert (MI-SME).  
Joining online was Ms. Sarah Clark (Region 5).  Excused absences were Ms. Sarah Whaley (Region 3), 
Mr. Jerry Becker (Region 6), and Mr. Mike Kasper (Region 8).  A quorum of the Board was present.   

 
MSP/EMHSD members were present, Mr. Jack Calhoun, Ms. Connie Arndt, Ms. Danica Ewing, and 

Ms. Kristy Brown.  
 
Opening Comments 
 

Captain Sweeney welcomed everyone.   
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

        Mr. Bird moved to approve the May 5, 2025, meeting agenda.  The motion was supported by Captain 
Oslund.  The agenda was approved. 

  
Approval of Minutes 
 
        Ms. Boyer moved to approve the February 19, 2025, meeting minutes.  The motion was supported by 
Mr. Bird.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Retirement – Ms. Donna Northern 
   
         Captain Sweeney thanked Ms. Northern for her years as a PEM board member.  He wished her the 
best with her retirement.   
  
PEM Programmatic Update Discussion 
 

  The group discussed adding the following classes, everyone agreed, and the following classes will be 
added: IS-201- Forms Used for the Development of the Incident Action Plan and Incident Management, 
IS-2200- Basic Emergency Operations Center Functions, and G-2300- Intermediate Emergency 
Operations Center Functions.  These courses will officially be added on October 1, 2025.  The 
implementation of the new courses will be as follows: Completion of the courses will not be required to 
sit for the exam until after June 30, 2026.  Students who take and pass the exam between October 1, 
2025, through June 30, 2026, will have to complete the courses before receiving their PEM 
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Certificate.  They will have a deadline for completing the courses by June 30, 2026.  Starting July 1, 
2026, students must have completed the courses to sit for the exam.  Current PEMs will be asked to 
complete the courses as part of their renewal process.  Their deadline will be October 1, 2027.   
     
     

PEM Strategic Plan Update 
 
        Captain Sweeney discussed with the group making changes to the Strategic Plan to be in line with our 
current direction.  Mr. Calhoun and Ms. Arndt will update and present it at the next meeting. 
 
PEM Bylaws Plan Update 
 
         Captain Sweeney discussed that the bylaws haven’t been reviewed in a few years, and changes need 
to be made.  The group discussed, and Mr. Calhoun will update and present at the next meeting.       
 
PEM Exam Results 
 
        Mr. Calhoun reported they conducted a PEM exam on March 27, 2025, in Charlotte.  They had 23 
individuals take the exam, and 22 passed. 
 
2024 PEM Annual Report 
  
     Mr. Calhoun reported that the annual report is completed, and he will be emailing everyone a copy.  If 
you have any objections, please let Mr. Calhoun know.  Captain Sweeney would like this posted on the 
website.    
 
PEM Activities  
 

 Since the last meeting, we have had 33 individuals attend the G-191, 13 individuals attend the L-146, 
and 34 individuals attend the MI-CEMKR.   

 
Upcoming Courses 
 
     Mr. Calhoun reported that the following courses will be offered: G-191 in Kincheloe on July 16.  L-105 
in Grand Rapids on June 11-13 and Houghton Lake on August 4-6.  L-146 in Cadillac on August 26-27.  
MI-CEMKR will be offered virtually on July 30.  The next PEM exam will be held in Mason on June 26.      
 
Roundtable 
 
      Captain Oslund has nothing to report. 
  
 Ms. Northern introduced her replacement, Kristina Krieger.      
 
      Ms. Clark stated that St. Joe County has a new Emergency Manager.  Allegan, Van Buren, and Berrien 
counties are involved in the Radiological Emergency Preparedness exercise.       
 
      Mr. Bird has nothing to report.  
 
 Ms. Boyer stated they are planning their fall conference.  They had their first lunch and learn, and plan 
on having more. 
 
      Mr. Wilkinson has nothing to report. 
 
      Captain Sweeney said that he is excited about the conference.    
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Public Comment 
 
      No public comments.  
 
Adjournment  
 
      Ms. Northern moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Captain Oslund.  The 
meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m. 
   
   


