
Checking for Excluded and Debarred Contractors 
 
As a grant subrecipient, you are required to ensure the vendors and/or contractors paid with federal grant 
funds are not suspended or debarred from doing business with the federal government.  You are required to 
maintain documentation of your search for future audit review.  You can check for excluded and debarred 
contractors in the System for Award Management found at www.sam.gov.  Follow these steps to document 
that you have confirmed your vendor or contractor is not excluded or debarred from doing business with the 
federal government. 
 

1. Enter www.sam.gov in your browser; a banner page may come up, click the “Don’t show this again” 
box, then click OK. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Select “Entity Information” from the list. 

http://www.sam.gov./
http://www.sam.gov/


 
3. Click the drop-down arrow under “Search” and select “Exclusions”; in the next box enter the name of 

your contractor/company and click the search icon.  For this example, we will look for DeWitt Fence. 
 
 

 



  
4. This is what it will look like if your company is not excluded, suspended, or debarred. Take a screen 

print of the page and put it in your procurement file. 
 

 

  



5. This is what it will look like if your company is excluded.  If this happens, you will need to find a different 
contractor. 

 
 

 
 

6. The database encompasses entities from around the world.  Your contractor/company may be entered 
in a variety of ways.  You will want to enter the company name in different ways to demonstrate your 
due diligence in your search.  For every iteration, do a screen print to show your search criteria and the 
search finding.  For example, John King who owns Trailer Sales of DeWitt (fictious scenario) could be 
listed as: 
 

i. John King Trailer Sales 
ii. John King Trailer Sales of DeWitt 
iii. King Trailer Sales 
iv. King Trailer Sales of DeWitt 
v. Trailer Sales of DeWitt 
vi. Trailer Sales 

 
By entering all possibilities, you will avoid missing one version of the company that might be listed as 
excluded in the database.  And should you be audited you would be demonstrating your due diligence.  
(We did have a subrecipient who received a finding from their auditor for not entering different names in 
the database.  Do your due diligence.) 


