
2011 ARSON

DEFINITION

In Michigan, Arson is defined as to unlawfully and 
intenƟonally damage, or aƩempt to damage, any 
real or personal property by fire or incendiary 
devices.

ANALYSIS

VOLUME
The number of arson offenses reported in Michigan 
for 2011 was 2,632.  This is a reported decrease of 
10 percent from 2010 and a 11.6 percent decrease 
since 2007.  

The largest number of offenses occurred in the 
month of July and the least amount were 
commiƩed in February.   

RATE
The crime rate for this offense was 27 for every 
100,000 persons.  In 2010, the crime rate was 30 
per 100,000 persons.  

CLEARANCES
Law enforcement agencies cleared 260 incidents by 
an arrest or excepƟonal clearance out of the 2,529 
incidents reported.  This calculates to a 10.3 
percent clearance rate.  In 2010, the clearance rate 
was 8.3 percent.    

NATURE
In 2011, arson vicƟms suffered losses totaling 
$20,501,815.  Structures as a whole experienced a 
loss of $16,681,854.  Single occupancy structures 
suffered the most loss at $10,451,647.  This 
equates to 51 percent of the total value lost.  Other 
dwelling structures reported 12.9 percent of the 
value at $2,642,580.  Other Commerical/Business 
structures suffered losses totaling $2,067,675, 10 
percent of the total value.  

Seventeen (17) percent of the arsons were 
commiƩed on Sundays in 2011.  While Thursdays 
reported the least amount of arsons, 12 percent.
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