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Michael Harris, Michigan’s DRE program organizer, to receive award 
from Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission 

Michael Harris of Grand Blanc is being recognized by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory 
Commission (GTSAC) for his dedication to Michigan’s Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) program. The 
GTSAC honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety. 

Harris will be presented with a Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award on Wednesday, 
June 14, at the GTSAC’s award celebration, which starts at 11:45 a.m. The ceremony will occur at 
the DeVos Place during the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning’s (OHSP’s) 26th annual 
Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids. 

Harris recently retired from the OHSP after nearly 18 years with the division and 42 years overall 
with the Michigan State Police (MSP). From 1978 to 2003, Harris served at various MSP posts. He 
retired as a detective sergeant at the Saginaw District headquarters, then joined the OHSP in 2005. 

After realizing the need for more impaired-driving enforcement training for law enforcement, the 
OHSP tapped Harris to research bringing the DRE program to Michigan. He reached out to the few 
DREs living in Michigan, who went to other states to receive their training. Harris also contacted out-
of-state instructors and brought them to Michigan to run the first DRE school. He then developed the 
first DRE instructor school in Michigan, and now, the state runs its own DRE schools without the 
help of out-of-state instructors. 

Harris continued to ensure that the Michigan DREs had training and other resources they 
needed to maintain their certifications. He was instrumental in making the Michigan DRE program 
one of the best in the nation even though it was the 47th state to develop the program. Michigan’s 
DRE program would not be what it is today without his dedicated leadership. 

The Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award is named for the longest-serving secretary of 
state in Michigan’s history (1971-1995). Austin earned a national reputation as an outstanding and 
effective advocate for traffic safety. 

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety 
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission 
includes representatives from the MSP and the departments of Transportation, Education, State, 
and Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services 
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives 
from local government appointed by the governor. 
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