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Sergeant Schutter of the Michigan State Police Marshall Post to
receive award from Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission

Sgt. Doug Schutter of the Michigan State Police (MSP) Marshall Post is being recognized by the
Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for his emphasis on seat belt use. The
GTSAC honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic
safety.

Sergeant Schutter will be presented with a Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award on
Wednesday, June 14, at the GTSAC’s award celebration, which starts at 11:45 a.m. The ceremony
will occur at the DeVos Place during the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning’s 26th annual
Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids.

Sgt. Doug Schutter has been with the MSP for almost 29 years. His current job duties include
supervising trooper activity, directing post functions and reviewing trooper activity. Along with his
administrative responsibilities, he makes time to conduct traffic enforcement. In 2022, he issued 530
civil infraction citations, of which 121 were for seat belt usage infractions.

Seat belt use enforcement has been a staple of Sergeant Schutter’s career, and he has
enthusiastically organized and supervised coordinated high-visibility seat belt enforcement zones.
His leadership has demonstrated high performance in both traffic stops per hour and seat belt
citations issued. While Sergeant Schutter often focuses on seat belt usage, he also adapts other
enforcement efforts to address emerging traffic issues.

There is no doubt that Sgt. Doug Schutter's actions have reduced traffic crashes, deaths and
injuries, and his determination at enforcing seat belt use has unquestionably made the motoring
public safer.

The Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award is named for the longest-serving secretary of
state in Michigan’s history (1971-1995). Austin earned a national reputation as an outstanding and
effective advocate for traffic safety.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission
includes representatives from the MSP and the departments of Transportation, Education, State,
and Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives
from local government appointed by the governor.
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