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Fire Chief David Feichtner of Springfield Township Fire Department to 
receive award from Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission 

Fire Chief David Feichtner of the Springfield Township Fire Department is being recognized by 
the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for his leadership, guidance, and work 
to keep firefighters safe when responding to calls. The GTSAC honors organizations, programs and 
individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety. 

Chief Feichtner will be presented with an Outstanding Traffic Safety Achievement Award on 
Wednesday, June 14, at the GTSAC’s award celebration, which starts at 11:45 a.m. The ceremony 
will be at the DeVos Place during the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning’s 26th annual 
Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids. 

One of Chief Feichtner’s goals for the Springfield Township Fire Department in Oakland County 
is to educate his firefighters on how to stay safe when responding to calls. Every year, he constructs 
a weeklong “rodeo,” where every member of the department must complete a road course by driving 
each vehicle that is used by their first responders. In addition, Fire Chief Feichtner offers debriefing 
sessions after significant incidents to discuss response, vehicle placement on the scene, and traffic 
control and flow, which allow the team to discuss successes and possible improvements. 

The fire chief’s team is taught appropriate placement of flares and cones to guide traffic around 
an active site, as well as how to space vehicles to provide a buffer against the worst-case scenario 
of a distracted motorist driving through a working scene. First responders under Chief Feichtner are 
also required to wear high-visibility vests when working on roadways and to always fasten their seat 
belts when vehicles are in motion. 

Chief Feichtner’s educational efforts have trained his firefighters to remain diligent at all times 
when driving and working on roadways and have enabled them to avoid any traffic-related injuries or 
damage for several years. 

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety 
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission 
includes representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and 
Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services 
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives 
from local government appointed by the governor. 
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