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Lake City Community Bicycle Rodeo to receive award from
Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission

The Lake City Community Bicycle Rodeo is being recognized by the Governor’s Traffic Safety
Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for teaching bicycle safety to local youth. The GTSAC honors
organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety.

The Lake City Community Bicycle Rodeo will be presented with an Outstanding Traffic Safety
Achievement Award on Wednesday, June 14, at the GTSAC’s award celebration, which starts at
11:45 a.m. The ceremony will occur at the DeVos Place during the Michigan Office of Highway
Safety Planning’s 26th annual Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids.

Every year for the past nine years, the Lake City United Methodist Church has hosted a bicyclist
“rodeo” in its parking lot. The goal of the Lake City Community Bicycle Rodeo is to educate young
bicyclists about riding safety, roadway etiquette, and rules and guidelines for operating a bicycle.
The event includes an obstacle course that offers simulated traffic control signs and traffic lanes so
that bicyclists can learn to follow and obey bicyclist-related traffic laws.

The Lake City Community Bicycle Rodeo also provides participants with free helmets and
inspections of their bicycles so that minor adjustments can be made at no cost. In addition, McLain
Cycle & Fitness stores out of Traverse City and Cadillac donate new and gently used bicycles for
children in need.

Thanks to the Bicycle Rodeo’s all-volunteer workforce—which includes members of the
Missaukee County Emergency Medical Service, Lake City Fire Department, Missaukee County
Sheriff's Department and Michigan State Police—the event has boosted bicycle safety awareness
and helped build a positive foundation for young riders in the Lake City-area community.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission
includes representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and
Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives
from local government appointed by the governor.
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