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Safety campaign “S.T.O.P. Bad Driving Behavior” to receive award
from Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission

The “S.T.O.P. Bad Driving Behavior” campaign is being recognized by the Governor’s Traffic
Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for reducing Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) crashes in the
Upper Peninsula. The GTSAC honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished
involvement in traffic safety.

Members of the Michigan State Police (MSP) Eighth District, Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Division (CVED) will be presented with an Outstanding Traffic Safety Achievement Award for their
work on the “S.T.O.P. Bad Driving Behavior’ campaign on Wednesday, June 14, at the GTSAC'’s
award celebration, which starts at 11:45 a.m. The ceremony will occur at the DeVos Place during the
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning’s 26th annual Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids.

US-2 and M-35 are two of the busiest highways in the Upper Peninsula. The summer travel
months from May through September see an increase in all types of vehicles, including motor homes
and trailers hauling boats and off-road vehicles. Records show that there were 779 CMVs on US-2
from St. Ignace to Escanaba and 914 CMVs on M-35 from Escanaba to Menominee.

In 2015 and 2016, there were zero fatalities involving CMVs on those routes. However, in 2017,
traffic crashes in the area resulted in two deaths. To address that increase, the “S.T.O.P. Bad
Driving Behavior” program was initiated in May 2018 by the MSP Eighth District, CVED.

Under the new campaign, CMV operators were encouraged to adopt safe-driving behaviors,
including Stopping at intersections, avoiding any Tailgating, absolutely no Operating under the
influence of drugs or alcohol, and putting down all Phones. “S.T.O.P. Bad Driving Behavior”
continued through September 2018. In that first year, the project reduced CMV fatal crashes
to zero in the target area, and for the program’s following years, there were zero fatal crashes
involving CMVs.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission
includes representatives from the MSP and the departments of Transportation, Education, State,
and Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives
from local government appointed by the governor.
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