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Upper Peninsula teen defensive-driving program to receive award
from Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission

The “Upper Peninsula Teenage Defensive Driving Program” is being recognized by the
Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for educating and instructing teens aged
16-19 in defensive and other vital driving techniques. The GTSAC honors organizations, programs
and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety.

The “Upper Peninsula Teenage Defensive Driving Program” will be presented with an
Outstanding Traffic Safety Achievement Award on Wednesday, June 14, at the GTSAC’s award
celebration, which starts at 11:45 a.m. The ceremony will be at the DeVos Place during the Michigan
Office of Highway Safety Planning’s 26th annual Traffic Safety Summit in Grand Rapids.

The defensive-driving initiative evolved from the successful teen safe-driving program, available
through the Michigan State Police (MSP) Precision Driving Unit, which has been operating in
Lansing for more than 20 years. The teen safe-driving program was brought to the Upper Peninsula,
where the first 46 students enrolled and graduated in 2022.

According to Michigan Traffic Crash Facts, in 2021, there were 483,132 licensed drivers aged 15
to 20, which represents 6.7 percent of Michigan drivers. However, that same group accounted for
9.1 percent of all traffic fatalities in Michigan.

The “Upper Peninsula Teenage Defensive Driving Program” took place at the Upper Peninsula
State Fairgrounds in partnership with the Midwest Truck Driving School and the city of Escanaba,
with the goal of improving the defensive-driving skills of teen drivers. The course taught students
evasive maneuvering techniques, including skid control on slick surfaces, controlled braking and
how to successfully navigate curves. Students watched instructional videos and then partnered with
an instructor driving in an MSP patrol unit. The one-on-one instruction resulted in visible and
significant improvements in the driving skills of the participants.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission
includes representatives from the MSP and the departments of Transportation, Education, State,
and Health & Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services
Agency, and the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives
from local government appointed by the governor.
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