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Grand Traverse Metro Fire Department recognized by

Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission
Safe Kids North Shore program honored for child car seat initiative

The Safe Kids North Shore program, led by personnel from the Grand Traverse Metro Fire
Department, has been recognized by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for its
child safety seat initiatives.

The program was presented with the Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award on Wednesday
during the GTSAC Awards ceremony as part of the 27" annual Michigan Traffic Safety Summit in East
Lansing, hosted by the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. The GTSAC honors organizations,
programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety.

Proper car-seat usage can be challenging in rural areas. According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, approximately 46 percent of car/booster seats are used improperly. Safe Kids
North Shore utilizes resources from both the public and private sector to combat this issue. These include
car seat check and installation events, certification classes for new car seat technicians, and continuing
education for those who are already certified.

Through their diligence in this area of traffic safety, Safe Kids North Shore has used in-person
education, public service announcement campaigns and a strong social media presence to significantly
increase the public's awareness of proper car and booster seat use, as well as other traffic safety-related
issues.

The Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award is named for the longest-serving secretary of state
in Michigan’s history (1971-1995). Austin earned a national reputation as an outstanding and effective
advocate for traffic safety.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes
representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and Health &
Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives from local government
appointed by the governor.
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