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Straits Technicians Alliance of Regional Safety recognized 
by Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission   

Team honored for expanding occupant protection in Northern Michigan   
   

The Straits Technicians Alliance of Regional Safety has been recognized by the Governor’s Traffic 

Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for its work expanding the delivery of occupant protection in 

Northern Michigan.   
The group was presented with an Outstanding Achievement Award on Wednesday during the GTSAC 

Awards ceremony as part of the 27th annual Michigan Traffic Safety Summit in East Lansing, hosted by 

the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning.  
The GTSAC honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic 

safety.   
Due to the pandemic and an aging population, Northern Michigan has seen a decline in the number 

of car seat technicians and instructors. In an 11-county area, there were only 18 car seat technicians and 

one instructor before May 31, 2023. The group was created to assist the Michigan Office of Highway 

Safety Planning (OHSP) and the 11 counties to communicate, deliver, and train people in an underserved 

region.  
The goal of the group was to increase capacity while raising awareness and education of proper car 

seat use in Northern Michigan and the Eastern Upper Peninsula. Through training grants from the OHSP, 

the group was able to hold several technician schools, host public events and obtain equipment. 

Additional funding allowed them to create a training trailer to help facilitate outreach in the region.   
The group hosted 11 car seat safety events, helping approximately 430 people who had 83 car seats 

checked at these events. The group also financially assisted 43 caregivers with obtaining car seats 

through the OHSP’s Occupant Protection grant.   
The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety 

challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes 

representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and Health & 

Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the 

Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives from local government 

appointed by the governor.    
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