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Traffic crash investigation program recognized by

Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission
Cadillac Tech Center honored for raising awareness of traffic safety issues

The Wexford-Missaukee Career Technical Center Public Safety Program has been recognized by the
Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for its traffic crash investigation program.

The group was presented with an Outstanding Achievement Award on Wednesday during the
GTSAC Awards ceremony as part of the 27" annual Michigan Traffic Safety Summit in East Lansing,
hosted by the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. The GTSAC honors organizations, programs
and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety.

The crash investigation program is a collaboration of resources including local police, fire, EMS, and
students in the public safety class. It brings awareness to the dangers of impaired and distracted driving
to youth who are in the early stages of driving, as well as an understanding of how a crash is investigated.
The program builds relationships between the students, teachers and emergency responders.

During the program, previously crashed vehicles are staged to simulate a traffic crash. Students are
paired with a law enforcement officer, medical technician or firefighter to learn about victim care and
crash investigation. Students also get an opportunity to utilize impaired-driving goggles, which simulate
the effects of alcohol on the driver.

The program, in its eighth year, has helped raise awareness to the students of the dangers of
impaired driving and distracted driving. The program is hosted by the public safety class and is open to
other classes. Approximately 200 students and members of other school districts attend the program that
gives students a more intimate connection with first responders, potentially leading to a future career in
the field.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes
representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and Health &
Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives from local government
appointed by the governor.
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