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Northern Michigan trooper’s two decades of service recognized 
by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission 
Spl/Sergeant Hilborn honored for efforts as crash investigator, instructor 

Northern Michigan trooper Spl/Sgt. Jerry Hilborn has been recognized by the Governor’s Traffic Safety 

Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for his years of dedicated service as a traffic crash reconstructionist for the 

Michigan State Police (MSP). 

Spl/Sergeant Hilborn was presented with the Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award on March 5 

at the GTSAC Awards ceremony in Grand Rapids during the 28th annual Michigan Traffic Safety Summit, 

hosted by the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP). The GTSAC honors organizations, 

programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety. 

Working out of the MSP's Seventh District post in Traverse City, which serves 19 counties in northern 

Michigan, Spl/Sergeant Hilborn has been a full-time, accredited traffic crash reconstructionist since 2003. 

Hilborn, who is retiring in April, entered the MSP in March 1996, and has dedicated the last 21 years to being 

on-call 24/7 to assist with traffic crash reconstruction duties for his assigned area, as well as filling in for 

other MSP districts when needed. 

While serving as a reconstructionist, Hilborn has investigated more than 600 fatal and/or life-altering 

injury crashes across the state. He has served as an expert witness in criminal proceedings 33 times 

throughout upper Michigan district, circuit and tribal court systems.  

Spl/Sergeant Hilborn also assists with instructing At-Scene and Technical Traffic Crash Investigation 

courses multiple times a year. Each two-week course is attended by state, county and local police officers. 

The MSP Traffic Crash Reconstruction Unit has been a full-time unit since 1983 and consists of eight traffic 

crash specialists in Michigan. 

The Richard H. Austin Long-Term Service Award is named for the longest-serving secretary of state 

in Michigan’s history (1971-1995). Austin earned a national reputation as an outstanding and effective 

advocate for traffic safety. 

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety 
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes 
representatives from the MSP as well as the departments of Transportation, Education, State, and Health 
& Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the 
OHSP. There are also three representatives from local government appointed by the Governor. 
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