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Bike Lights for Michigan Nights program recognized

by Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission
Bicyclist safety initiative honored for distributing free bicycle light kits

A bicyclist safety program launched last year by the League of Michigan Bicyclists (LMB) has been
recognized by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for its efforts to decrease the
number of bicyclist fatalities that occur in low-light conditions.

The Bike Lights for Michigan Nights program was presented with an Outstanding Traffic Safety
Achievement Award on March 5 at the GTSAC Awards ceremony in Grand Rapids during the 28 annual
Michigan Traffic Safety Summit, hosted by the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. The GTSAC
honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished involvement in traffic safety.

The program was launched in 2023 to address a critical safety issue: statistics show that nearly 48
percent of bicyclist deaths occur in the dark, underscoring the need for improved visibility. For people
riding after dark, Michigan law requires bicycles to be equipped with a white front light and red rear
reflector, although a red rear light is preferred. Unfortunately, not every bicyclist can afford the lights they
need to ride safely.

By distributing free toolkits with bike light sets and literature explaining the benefits of active lighting for
bicyclists, the program seeks to make Michigan’s cyclists more visible and safer on the roads. Each set of
bike lights includes a white light for the path ahead and a red light for the rear. Planet Bike supplies LMB
with the Spok 50 USB Bike Light Sets.

In its first year, Bike Lights for Michigan Nights distributed more than 960 toolkits among 12
communities throughout Michigan with the primary focus on getting the lights into the hands of bicyclists.
The program plans to hand out 2,000 light sets and expand into non-English-speaking communities with
its literature now being translated into Spanish and Arabic.

The program also raised awareness of the importance of bicyclist safety gear, resulting in broader
discussions about biking safety and encouraging responsible bicycling practices.

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes
representatives from the departments of State Police, Transportation, Education, State, and Health &
Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the

Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. There are also three representatives from local government
appointed by the Governor.
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