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Midland student’s efforts promoting teen safe driving honored 
by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission 

HH Dow High School graduate recognized for leadership 

Ms. Emilee Bonter, a freshman at Grand Valley State University, has been recognized by the 

Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) for her leadership role in promoting teen safe 

driving while she was a student at Herbert Henry Dow High School in Midland. 

Bonter was presented with the Student Award on March 5 at the GTSAC Awards ceremony in Grand 

Rapids during the 28th annual Michigan Traffic Safety Summit, hosted by the Michigan Office of Highway 

Safety Planning (OHSP). The GTSAC honors organizations, programs and individuals for distinguished 

involvement in traffic safety. 

During her junior and senior years at the high school, Bonter played a pivotal role in the success of 

the Student Leadership program applying for, organizing, and running a campaign to promote safe 

driving for students under the “Strive for a Safer Drive” (S4SD) program, which is focused on educating 

other students and the community about selected traffic safety issues.  

The topics chosen when Bonter was involved in the program were distracted driving and seat belt 

safety. Besides creating outreach campaigns, program rules required the students to run observational 

surveys on seat belt usage as well as pre- and post-tests related to the topics. Both years demonstrated 

growth in the knowledge of students in the selected areas. Data showed that over the two years of 

Bonter’s involvement, hundreds of individuals were exposed to information about safe driving. 

While she worked with teams of other students both years, Bonter regularly stepped up and found 

creative ways to educate the student body and bring in partnerships, including Covenant Healthcare’s 

Trauma Education and Outreach Injury Prevention Program, MyMichigan Health, the Michigan State 

Police (MSP), and Jolt Credit Union. Bonter was also impactful promoting the program to the community 

through local media sources, setting up interviews with both the Midland Daily News and WNEM TV5. 

S4SD is funded by annual grants from Ford Philanthropy and the OHSP. All Michigan high schools 

are eligible to apply. 

The GTSAC was formed in 2002 to serve as the state’s forum for identifying key traffic safety 
challenges and developing and implementing plans to address those issues. The commission includes 
representatives from the MSP and the departments of Transportation, Education, State, and Health & 
Human Services, as well as the Office of the Governor, the Aging and Adult Services Agency, and the 
OHSP. There are also three representatives from local government appointed by the Governor. 
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