Tips and Recommendations
Recruit Students to Join Your Campaign Early
This tip has two parts: recruiting students to help aid the campaign and getting the entire student body
excited about the S4SD activities you carry out. The more involved the campaign leaders and student
body are, the more smoothly your campaign should run.
Get Student Leaders Involved
Many times, students will adopt the opinions and behaviors of other students. One avenue for getting the
student body to buy into the campaign is to involve those students who are known well throughout the
school and are potentially more influential. Although these students are often club leaders and members of
sports teams, this may not necessarily be the case at your school.
Show Students the Dangers Involved
It is one thing to tell teen drivers at your school that distracted driving can be deadly or that seat belt
usage is essential. It is another thing to show them and to get them to experience the dangers in some
way. Driving simulators, for instance, can demonstrate the dangers of distracted driving while at the same
time keep students safe. Even something as simple as driving a tricycle through an obstacle course in the
hallway while texting can help to communicate your message successfully.
Get Your Activities Approved Early
Sometimes, a campaign group might put together an awesome activity—only to have the plan not happen
at the last minute. As you finalize school-wide campaign activities that require approval from
administrators, such as your principal, it is important to work with them to ensure that your plans go off
without a hitch.
Schedule Make-up Dates
Sometimes because of inclement weather, campaign activities must be canceled. It’s a good idea to
schedule a make-up date in advance.
Use the S4SD Staff as a Resource
We are here to help you at every step. Whether you want to run an idea past us, have questions about
your activities or budget, or want input on surveys for evaluation, we are here for you! Please don’t
hesitate to reach out to the program coordinator, Mr. Tony Surman at 248-334-4971 ext.310.
Build Involvement through Volunteering
One of the best methods for getting students to buy into your campaign is to get them to voluntarily involve
themselves in the campaigns. For many reasons, when people participate of their own free will, they are
more likely to adopt the beliefs and behaviors that you want, and to consistently act safely in the future.
You might offer small incentives, such as inexpensive promotional items, for participating in your
campaign events. Stressing that involvement is “voluntary” should help to ensure that those who do
volunteer remain consistent with the campaign’s message.
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