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Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE
I -- The Authority I -- The Authority

1 -- Purpose of the Authority 1 -- Purpose of the Authority

The Michigan Veterans’ Facility Authority (MVFA) is a public 
body corporate and politic within the Michigan Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs and shall develop and operate 
certain veterans’ facilities. 

The Michigan Veterans’ Facility Authority (MVFA) is a public 
body corporate and politic within the Michigan Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs and shall develop and operate 
certain veterans’ facilities. 

[no change]

2 -- Seal of the Authority 2 -- Seal of the Authority

The seal of the Authority shall bear the name of the Authority 
and be in such form as shall be determined by the Authority.

The seal of the Authority shall bear the name of the Authority 
and be in such form as shall be determined by the Authority.

[no change]

3 -- Office of the Authority 3 -- Office of the Authority

The principal office of the Authority is at 3423 North Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Lansing, Michigan, with other offices 
at such places as the Authority may designate.

This section now provides  
flexibility for changes without 
requiring modification of the 
bylaws

3.1 -- Principle Office

The principal office of the Authority is located in Kent County, 
State of Michigan.  

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
3.2 -- Address and Address Changes

The specific address for notice is provided in Attachment A.  
Changes to the principal address within the same county may 
be noted on Attachment A, and such changes shall not be 
deemed, nor require, an amendment of these bylaws.

3.3 -- Other Offices

The Authority may also have offices at other places as its 
business and activities may require and as the board may 
designate.

4 -- Powers of the Authority 4 -- Powers of the Authority

The Michigan Veterans’ Facility Authority shall have all the 
powers as enumerated in MCL 36.106, all other applicable 
State of Michigan Public Acts, Administrative Rules, and the 
Michigan Constitution. 

The Michigan Veterans’ Facility Authority shall have all the 
powers as enumerated in MCL 36.106, all other applicable 
State of Michigan Public Acts, Administrative Rules, and the 
Michigan Constitution. 

[no change]

II -- Membership & Officers II -- Membership & Officers
1 -- Authority Appointments 1 -- Authority Appointments

Members of the Authority shall be appointed in accordance 
with MCL 36.105.

Members of the Authority shall be appointed in accordance 
with MCL 36.105.

[no change]



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
2 -- Compensation of Members

Members of the Authority shall serve without compensation 
but may receive reasonable reimbursement for necessary 
travel and expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties in 
a manner consistent with State regulation.

Incorporates MVFA Policy 001.  
Details and procedures are 
found in policy MVFA-GEN 010 
Travel Regulations

2 -- Officers of the Authority 3 -- Officers of the Authority

The officers of the Authority shall be a Chairperson, Vice 
Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.   All of the positions 
shall be nominated at the first meeting of an odd calendar year 
with elections held at the next regularly scheduled meeting by 
the Authority Board Membership.  Officers shall serve two (2) 
year terms.

The officers of the Authority shall be a Chairperson, Vice 
Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.   All of the positions 
shall be nominated at the first meeting of an odd calendar 
year with elections held at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting by the Authority Board Membership.  Officers shall 
serve two-year terms.

Renumber section and remove 
duplicate numbers in the text.

3 -- Election or Appointment 4 -- Election of Officers

The board members shall elect a chairperson who is not the 
director of the department or his or her designee.  All officers 
shall be elected every odd year (for two-year terms) by the 
Authority Board Members.  Those terms of office begin on the 
next Regular Meeting of the Authority in the month following 
the election. All officers shall hold office until successors are 
elected and qualified.

The board members shall elect a chairperson who is not the 
director of the department or his or her designee.  All officers 
shall be elected every odd year by the Authority Board 
Members.  Those terms of office begin on the next Regular 
Meeting of the Authority in the month following the election. 
All officers shall hold office until successors are elected and 
qualified.

Renumber section.  Remove 
"or Appointment" in the 
secion title because there is no 
mention of appointment of 
officers.  Add "of Officers" to 
section heading for 
consistency and clarity.



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
4 -- Absence of Officers 5 -- Absence of Officers

Whenever the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are unable to 
attend a Meeting of the Authority, the Members present at 
such Meeting shall designate by majority vote a temporary 
Chairperson from among the Members present, who shall 
preside at such Meeting.

Whenever the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are unable to 
attend a Meeting of the Authority, the Members present at 
such Meeting shall designate by majority vote a temporary 
Chairperson from among the Members present, who shall 
preside at such Meeting.

Renumbering only

5 -- Vacancies 6 -- Officer Vacancies

Should any Officer Positions within the Authority become 
vacant, the Authority shall elect a successor from its members, 
who shall hold office until their successor is elected and 
qualified. Resignations shall be made in writing, dated, and 
addressed to the Chairperson.

Should any Officer Positions within the Authority become 
vacant, the Authority shall elect a successor from its members, 
who shall hold office until their successor is elected and 
qualified at the next regular election. Officer resignations shall 
be made in writing, dated, and addressed to the Chairperson.

Add "Officer" to the section 
title for clarity.  Section 
renumbering.   "Next regular 
election" phrasing makes clear 
that the new officer will fill a 
short term, until the next 
regular election.

7 -- Termination of Officer Appointment

Any officer may be removed, either with or without cause, by 
a majority vote of the Authority board in a regular or special 
meeting. 

Any officer may resign at any time by giving written notice to 
the Authority Board or to the Chairperson or Secretary of the 
Board. Any such resignation shall take effect at the date of 
receipt of such notice or at any later date specified therein.

To provide guidance for 
resignations and terminations.  
To provide notice of the 
grounds for termination.   
Termination as an officer does 
not automatically include 
termination as a member.



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
6 - Officers of the Authority and Responsibilities 8 -- Officer Responsibilities Heading clarity

6.1 Chairperson 8.1 -- Chairperson

The Chairperson shall prepare an agenda and preside at all 
Meetings of the Authority.

The Chairperson shall prepare an agenda and preside at all 
Meetings of the Authority. The Chairperson shall assign board 
members to Standing and Special Committees.

Renumbering only

6.2 Vice Chairperson 8.2 -- Vice Chairperson

The Vice Chairperson shall perform the duties of the 
Chairperson when the Chairperson is absent from any 
Meetings or when the Chairperson otherwise advises the Vice 
Chairperson to do so. The Chairperson shall resume the duties 
upon notification to the Vice Chairperson.

The Vice Chairperson shall perform the duties of the 
Chairperson when the Chairperson is absent from any 
Meetings or when the Chairperson otherwise advises the Vice 
Chairperson to do so. The Chairperson shall resume the duties 
upon notification to the Vice Chairperson.

Renumbering only

6.3 Secretary 8.3 -- Secretary

The Secretary shall have general supervision over the 
administrative charge of the business and affairs of the 
Authority.  Furthermore, the Secretary presents any Meeting 
Minutes and is responsible for all public correspondence.

The Secretary shall have general supervision over the 
administrative charge of the business and affairs of the 
Authority.  Furthermore, the Secretary presents any Meeting 
Minutes and is responsible for all public correspondence.

Renumbering only



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
6.4 Treasurer 8.4 -- Treasurer

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the general oversight of 
funds raised and expended by the Authority.  The Treasurer 
also reports the financial position of the Authority to the 
Board.

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the general oversight of 
funds raised and expended by the Authority.  The Treasurer 
also reports the financial position of the Authority to the 
Board.

Renumbering only

III -- Meetings and Committees III -- Meetings and Committees
1 -- Regular and Special Meetings 1 -- Meetings of the Authority

Regular Meetings shall be held at such times and places as 
determined by the Authority, with legal and proper public 
notice.  The Chairperson may, or upon the request of three 
Members of the Authority shall, call a Special Meeting of the 
Authority.  The call for a Regular Meeting, specifying the time 
and place of the Meeting, shall be delivered in person or 
e/mailed to the business or home address of each Member. 
The call for a Special Meeting, specifying the time and place of 
the Meeting, shall be  made by telephone or e/mailed to the 
business or home address of each Member at least 18 hours 
prior to the time of the Meeting. Public notice of all regular, 
rescheduled, recessed, or Special Meetings shall be given in 
compliance with The Open Meetings Act, No. 267, Public Acts 
of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

Split into subsections for 
clarity.



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
1.1 -- Regular Meetings

Regular Meetings shall be held at such times and places as 
determined by the Authority, with legal and proper public 
notice.  The call for a Regular Meeting, specifying the time and 
place of the Meeting, shall be delivered in person or e/mailed 
to the business or home address of each Member.

1.2 -- Special Meetings

The Chairperson may, or upon the request of three Members 
of the Authority shall, call a Special Meeting of the Authority.  
The call for a Special Meeting, specifying the time and place of 
the Meeting, shall be  made by telephone or e-mailed to the 
business or home address of each Member at least 18 hours 
prior to the time of the Meeting. 

1.3 -- Public Notice

Public notice of all Regular, rescheduled, recessed, or Special 
Meetings shall be given in compliance with The Open 
Meetings Act, No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as 
amended. 

(from policy MVFA-GEN 002)



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
2 - Order of Business 2 -- Order of Business

By vote of a majority of the Members eligible to vote at any 
Regular, adjourned Regular Meeting, or Special Meeting, any 
matter may be placed on the agenda at each such Meeting as 
special business. The Chairperson may place on the agenda of 
any Regular Meeting, adjourned Regular Meeting, or Special 
Meeting any special business, or any matter which the 
Chairperson deems of sufficient or pressing importance.  An 
Authority Board Member may do the same with the consent of 
the Chairperson, or the majority of those Authority Board 
Members present. All business and meetings will be conducted 
in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order and State of 
Michigan Law.

By vote of a majority of the Members eligible to vote at any 
Regular, adjourned Regular Meeting, or Special Meeting, any 
matter may be placed on the agenda at each such Meeting as 
special business. The Chairperson may place on the agenda of 
any Regular Meeting, adjourned Regular Meeting, or Special 
Meeting any special business, or any matter which the 
Chairperson deems of sufficient or pressing importance.  An 
Authority Board Member may do the same with the consent 
of the Chairperson, or the majority of those Authority Board 
Members present. All business and meetings will be conducted 
in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order and State of 
Michigan Law.

[no change]

3 -- Quorum

A majority of the appointed and serving members of the board 
who are eligible to vote constitute a quorum of the board for 
the transaction of business.  Except as otherwise provided 
under these bylaws, or provisions of law, no business shall be 
considered by the board at any meeting at which the required 
quorum is not present, and the only motion that the chair shall 
entertain at such meeting is a motion to adjourn.

from MVFA-GEN 002;  Bylaws 
defines a minimum number (3) 
but the policy does not.  



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
3 - Manner of Voting 4 -- Manner of Voting

The voting on all questions at a Meeting of the Authority shall 
be by voice vote, unless a Member requests a roll call vote, in 
which case the yeas and nays shall be entered upon the 
minutes of such Meeting. A majority of the members eligible 
to vote, shall be necessary to pass resolutions or motions, 
provided however, that the number of affirmative votes 
necessary shall never be less than three (3) votes.

The voting on all questions at a Meeting of the Authority shall 
be by voice vote, unless a Member requests a roll call vote, in 
which case the yeas and nays shall be entered upon the 
minutes of such Meeting. A quorum shall be necessary to 
conduct a vote on any resolution, and a simple majority of 
affirmative votes shall be required to pass resolutions or 
motions, provided however, that the number of affirmative 
votes necessary shall never be less than three votes.

Remove duplicate numbers.  
Change language to use the 
term "quorum" for clarity.  
Renumber section.

4 - Resolutions and Effective Date 5 -- Resolutions and Effective Date

All Resolutions shall be in writing and shall be contained in the 
minute book of the Authority, which shall be maintained by 
the Authority. Resolutions shall become effective on the day of 
passage, upon adjournment of the Meeting, unless otherwise 
stated in the Resolution.

All Resolutions shall be in writing and shall be contained in the 
minute book of the Authority, which shall be maintained by 
the Authority. Resolutions shall become effective on the day 
of passage, upon adjournment of the Meeting, unless 
otherwise stated in the Resolution.

Renumbering only.



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
5 - Standing Committees 6 -- Standing Committees

The Authority may establish such standing committees as it 
deems desirable and discontinue the same at its pleasure. The 
Resolution shall set forth the number of members of the 
committee not to exceed four (4), never to constitute a 
quorum, and shall set forth the powers and duties of the 
committee subject to the limitations set forth in Section 7. The 
members of each such committee shall be appointed by the 
Chairperson. The Chairperson shall also designate the 
Chairperson of the Committee.  Members of Standing 
Committees are allowed to fully participate and vote on all 
standing committee items whether physically or electronically 
present.

The Authority may establish such standing committees as it 
deems desirable and discontinue the same at its pleasure. The 
Resolution shall set forth the number of members of the 
committee not to exceed four, never to constitute a quorum, 
and shall set forth the powers and duties of the committee 
subject to the limitations set forth in Section 8. The members 
of each such committee shall be appointed by the 
Chairperson. The Chairperson shall also designate the 
Chairperson of the Committee.  Members of Standing 
Committees are allowed to fully participate and vote on all 
standing committee items whether physically or electronically 
present.

Renumber section and remove 
duplicate numbering in text.   

(was Amended in 2023:  
changed maximum committee 
size from three to four to 
increase participation 
opportunities.)

6 - Special Committees 7 -- Special Committees

The Chairperson may establish such special committees as are 
deemed desirable, and may discontinue the same at the 
Chairperson's pleasure. The Chairperson shall specify the 
number of members, not to exceed four (4), never to 
constitute a quorum, shall appoint the members of the 
committee, shall designate the Chairperson of the committee 
and shall determine its duties and powers subject to the 
limitations set forth in Section 7.

The Chairperson may establish such special committees as are 
deemed desirable, and may discontinue the same at the 
Chairperson's pleasure. The Chairperson shall 1) specify the 
number of members, not to exceed four and never to 
constitute a quorum; 2) appoint the members of the 
committee; 3) designate the Chairperson of the committee; 
and 4) determine the committee's duties and powers subject 
to the limitations set forth in Section 8.

Renumber section and remove 
duplicate numbering in text.   

(was Amended in 2023:  
changed maximum committee 
size from three to four to 
increase participation 
opportunities.)



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
7 - Nature of Committees Generally 8 -- Nature of Committees Generally

The responsibilities of all Standing and Special Committees 
shall be advisory and/or investigatory in nature and shall 
provide all proposed actions, if any, with a recommendation, if 
any, to the entire Authority Board for disposition.

The responsibilities of all Standing and Special Committees 
shall be advisory and/or investigatory in nature and shall 
provide all proposed actions, if any, with a recommendation, if 
any, to the entire Authority Board for disposition.

Renumber section.

8 - Public Comment 9 -- Public Comment

The Chairperson will call for public comment to be conducted 
at the beginning and end of each meeting and noted on the 
agenda.  A three (3) minute time limit will be imposed on each 
speaker for the public comment period at the start of the 
meeting and a three (3) minute time limit for each speaker for 
the comment period at the end of the meeting.

The Chairperson will call for public comment to be conducted 
at the beginning and end of each meeting and noted on the 
agenda.  A three-minute time limit will be imposed on each 
speaker for the public comment period at the start of the 
meeting and a three-minute time limit for each speaker for the 
comment period at the end of the meeting.

Renumber section.

IV -- Fiscal Year IV -- Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of the Authority shall be any twelve (12) 
consecutive calendar months commencing with the first day of 
October and ending the last day of the following September or 
such other twelve (12) consecutive calendar month period as 
the Authority may designate by Resolution. 

The fiscal year of the Authority shall be twelve consecutive 
calendar months commencing with the first day of October 
and ending the last day of the following September or such 
other twelve consecutive calendar month period as the 
Authority may designate by Resolution. 

Remove duplicate numbers.  
Strike "any" from the first 
clause because the months are 
specified.



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
VI -- Conflicts of Interest, Code of Conduct, and Gifts

The members and officers of the Authority shall perform their 
duties in a legal and ethical manner, observing the highest 
standards of integrity and business ethics.  Members and 
officers must adhere to, and annually acknowledge, the MVFA 
Confidentiality - Conflict of Interest policy.

Members will annually review 
MVFA policies to ensure that 
their conduct is in compliance 
with policy, applicable laws 
and regulations.

V -- Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by Resolution duly adopted by 
the affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and eligible to vote at any meeting, provided that 
there is a quorum of members present, and that notice of 
intention to present such Resolution shall be given at least 
three (3) days in advance of the scheduled Meeting. Such 
notice may be given by any manner. Advance notice of 
motions to amend the proposed amendments to the Bylaws 
need not be given.

These Bylaws may be amended by Resolution duly adopted by 
the affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and eligible to vote at any meeting, provided that 
there is a quorum of members present, and that notice of 
intention to present such Resolution shall be given at least 
three days in advance of the scheduled Meeting. Such notice 
may be given by any manner. Advance notice of motions to 
amend the proposed amendments to the Bylaws need not be 
given.

Renumber article and remove 
duplicate numbering in the 
text.

VII -- Amendments



Bylaws Dated  
7/18/17
Last Revised  
3/16/21

CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED LANGUAGE  2026 RATIONALE

BY-LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN VETERANS’ FACILITY AUTHORITY

ARTICLE
VI -- Suspension of Bylaws VIII -- Suspension of Bylaws

Any and all of the provisions of the bylaws, except Article 5 
and those required by state law, may be suspended by 
unanimous consent of the Members, present and eligible to 
vote at any Meeting of the Authority.

Any and all of the provisions of the bylaws, except Article VII 
and those required by state law, may be suspended by 
unanimous consent of the Members present and eligible to 
vote at any Meeting of the Authority.

Renumbering 

Removed the comma after 
"Members" because it is not 
included in the preceding 
section and the intent is the 
same.  If this section is 
intended to be interpreted 
differently, then suggest 
alternative wording for clarity.
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Revised December 10, 2019, Article II, Section 3
Revised March 16, 2021, Article I, Section 3, Office of Authority
Revised March 16, 2021, Article III, addition of Section 8
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Revised March 16, 2021, Article I, Section 3, Office of Authority
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Revised August 22, 2023, Article III, Sections 5 and 6

 
 



Attachment A PRINCIPAL ADDRESS OF THE MVFA

Address
3423 North Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd

City, State, Zip
Lansing, MI 48906

Effective Date
7/18/2017  to  9/14/2025

Address
2950 Monroe Ave NE

City, State, Zip
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Effective Date
9/15/2025

Address

City, State, Zip

Effective Date

Address

City, State, Zip

Effective Date

Address

City, State, Zip

Effective Date
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March 5, 2026 

 
 
Exec. Director Anne Zerbe 

Michigan Veteran Homes at Grand Rapids 
2950 Monroe Ave NE 

Grand Rapids MI 49505 

 
 
Dear Director Zerbe: 
 
Pursuant to Public Act 560 of 2016, MCL 36.105, please be advised of the following 
appointment to office: 
 

Michigan Veterans' Facility Authority Board of Directors 
 
Gregory Sobczyk, of , Commerce Township, Michigan 48382, Livingston 
County, succeeding Maryanne Shannon, whose term will expire, will be appointed as a 
member with professional knowledge, skill, or experience in long-term care, health care 
licensure or finance, or medicine who represents the interests of a congressionally chartered 

veterans' organization for a term commencing April 16, 2026, and expiring April 15, 2030.   
 
 

Respectfully, 

      
Gretchen Whitmer 

Governor 
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�
���

�8��<	�=�
��
6���	�<����=��96�<6�	���8�

����=�	���
8��
6�	��������7��<���7��

������77���8��=A����
�
6��4������ ��������������� !*�"!'"��!���������"'"�!���� ������!�/&�'�������"� ������" �"�!�����������*��������#��"!"��� ����"����" ��&*��(������#��"!"��� ����"���! � "& �&������������������&������ �����������"��'�����������"!/�#!*���������� �"&*������������ !*������������!�� *��"&�� �'���& "!��-"�������� '"&"�*���#��"!"��� �������-"��� !*����������"'" &��"!� ''��� !'��-"����� ���& -����"��"!'&�����������"!/���������� ��������*� !��'���"�"' �"�!� /�!'*�'�!'��!"!/� !*�"!�� !'���������"'"�!����������� ������!�/&�'���"!��&�!� �*���'&��"�!������"� ������" �"�!���� ������������!�������������*��*� !*������!�
���������� �����������

��������
��������

��������





������������	
��
���
���
��
 ��������������� ������������ !�" ��� ��������������� ������������ !�" ��� ��������������� ������������ !�" ���#����$�����%��%$������#&���' �"�!(!)��*�%�+!,!�-!�.�"/"!��/&�'�0&�����!�$"� ������" �"�!$"���� ���!�01�&�"� �"�!
234��
�56��
�	���78��9� 234�:;�;�<�=�

� 234��
�>	�
8�����8�

234�?����7�
��������	
�
��@=A���B�C��7�<
�����	
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