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Client Application Process 
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Client Application Process, Cont.
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Applications

Parents can apply for the child care assistance program two ways:

1. The Online Application: www.michigan.gov/mibridges. 

2. MDHHS-1171, Assistance Application (paper).

Paper applications can be mailed, faxed to MDHHS, or 
physically dropped off to the local office. 

Both applications include the CDC program, plus the option to 
apply for Cash, Food, and Medical  Assistance, and Emergency 
Relief.

www.michigan.gov/mde

4

http://www.michigan.gov/mibridges


Application Assistance

There is help with completing your application for 
assistance at MI Bridges (michigan.gov).
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https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-landing-page?language=en_US


Valid CDC Need Reasons
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• Employment
o Includes self-employment.

• High School Completion programs, and the following:
o GED-General Equivalency Diploma.
o ABE-Adult Basic Education.
o ESL-English as a Second Language.

• Family Preservation
o Participation in an approved treatment program for a physical, 

mental, or emotional condition.

• Approved Activity Participation 
o Training activity.
o Employment preparation.
o Post-secondary education.



Income Eligibility Scale
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Verifications and Interview 
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Requested verifications may include:

• Proof of a valid child care need.

• Proof of income.

• Proof of residence/address.

Requested verifications must be returned within 10 calendar days 
of the date requested.

• Parents may request an extension if the initial deadline cannot 
be met.

An interview with the parent will be held by phone or in person 
before eligibility is determined.



Finding An Eligible Provider

Child care providers eligible to receive CDC subsidy payment:

• Licensed Providers.

• License Exempt Providers who are enrolled through the Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE).

The advantages of using an eligible provider:

• Criminal background checks 

• Health and safety training

• Child development training

• Monitored
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Licensed Providers

Parent’s can search for licensed centers, family homes, or group homes 
and their level of quality using the Great Start to Quality website: 

www.GreatStartToQuality.org.
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http://www.greatstarttoquality.org/


Resource Center Map

Each Resource Center provides support programs, 
providers, and families with 

child care resources.

Resource Centers - Great Start to Quality

Contact: 887-614-7328
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https://greatstarttoquality.org/resource-centers/


License Exempt Providers

License Exempt Providers:

• License Exempt-Related (Related adult who provides care in 
their own home or the child’s home).

• License Exempt-Unrelated (Unrelated adult who provides all 
care in the child’s home).

Provider Enrollment: provider application, background 
checks, interview, initial and ongoing training, monitoring 
visits (unrelated only). 

• Provider Application: www.Michigan.gov/childcare.
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Provider Assignment
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Parent Resources

The parent section of the CDC website

found at: www.Michigan.gov/childcare

is full of information and resources to

assist with all aspects of child care.

The parent section can be found on 

the site by scrolling down until the 

box to the right is reached. 
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RESOURCES AND 
CONTACT 

INFORMATION

The CDC website has resources and 
information for parents and 
providers:

• www.Michigan.gov/childcare.

Provider enrollment, billing, or other 
CDC related questions?

• Contact the CDC office at 866-
990-3227.

Parent eligibility questions?

• The parent should contact their 
local MDHHS office.

• Great Start to Quality Resource 
Center

• www.GreatStartToQuality.org
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