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Entrance of Graduates and HLCOM 

 

Dance Performance  

Ballet Folklorico de la Luz desde Universidad Central de Michigan 

 

WELCOME FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HLCOM 

Dr. Isabel Montemayor-Vázquez 
 

BIENVENIDA DE PARTE DEL PRESIDENTE DE HLCOM 

Dr. Jesse Bernal 
 

LEGACY KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Angela M. Reyes 
 

 

GRADUATE KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Dayana Villagran 
 

PRESENTATION OF STOLES & CERTIFICATES 
 

 

HONORARY TRIBUTE 

Walter Aguilar, University of Michigan 
 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

CLOSING REMARKS 

DANCE PERFORMANCE 

EXIT OF GRADUATES 

 

 

El Programa 
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The Commission exists to advocate for the well-

being of the Hispanic/Latino population with the 

vision of achieving and environment of 

social justice and economic parity for the 

Hispanic/Latino population.  The 

Commission is composed of a 15-

meber commission under the 

Michigan Department of Labor & 

Economic Opportunity.  The 

Commissioners are appointed by 

the Governor of Michigan, for 

three-year terms, subject to the 

advice and consent of the State 

Senate. For the commission to 

communicate with Hispanic/Latinx 

organizations, community leaders, 

and the public, it is required to have no 

fewer than six meetings a year that may 

be scheduled in various part of the state. 

 

 

Created in 1975, as the Commission on Spanish-

Speaking Affairs created by Governor Milliken.  HLCOM role as a 

commission is outlined within Michigan Legislature where fellow ethnic commissions of 

Michigan are not. The law directs the Commission to: 

 

1. Advise the Governor, the Legislature, and the office regarding the coordination and 

administration of the state programs serving Hispanic/Latino communities. 

2. Make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature regarding changes in 

state programs, statutes, and policies. 

3. Advise the Governor and the Legislature of the nature, magnitude and the priorities 

of the problems of the Hispanic/Latino populations. 

4. Review and approve grants to be made from federal, state, or private funds and 

which are administered by the Office of the Hispanic/Latino Commission. 

5. Secure appropriate recognition of Hispanic/Latino accomplishments and 

contributions to the state. 

6. Review and approve the annual report prepared by the Hispanic/Latino Commission 

of Michigan. 

 

 

 

 

 WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/OGM/COMMISSIONS/HLCOM 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE HISPANIC/LATINO COMMISSION 

 

 

 

Dear Graduates:  

This past year has been a combination of hybrid, synchronous, 
asynchronous, and in-person classes. You have proven your 

ability to adapt and your ability to face adversity and the 
challenges of the pandemic head on. Many of you have been 

isolated from friends and the traditional means by which 
college students normally acquire their education. Many of 

you have had to take on the burdens and challenges of 
additional family responsibility on top of completing your 
studies, a feat not easy and commendable to say the 
least. You have seen family and friends battle illness. 
In some cases, you have witnessed the pain of losing 
those you care about, all while carrying the weight of 
classes and potentially your own illness on your 
shoulders. For many, you are the first in your family 
to receive the degree you have earned this year and 
for many of you the college experience made you 
fully aware of the lack of diversity and lack of Latinx 
students in your classes. And yet you are here; you 
have achieved that which a small percentage of 
Latinx students across the nation and state of 
Michigan accomplish. Your hard work serves as a 
stepping-stone to the many things you have yet to 

accomplish and more importantly you have contributed 
to cementing space for those yet to walk a similar path. 

You should be proud of all that you have and will 
achieve. Our commission looks forward to seeing many 

of you in leadership positions within state government, at 
non-profits, with local agencies, and in other positions that 

have traditionally not been filled by those from our 
community. Today HLCOM is excited and happy to offer the 

unique opportunity for you to speak to several high impact 
recruiters from across the state in a myriad of fields. My hope is 

that at least a few of you will walk away knowing that you have 
connected with a recruiter, learned about the open positions within their 

organization or agency, and you are remembered once you apply. I am very 
proud of your many accomplishments as I am sure your family, mentors, professors, friends, 
and communities are as well. And so, I say, remember where you came from, never forget the struggles of those that 

came before you, and always open doors for the next generation of Latinx scholars. ¡Has sembrado mucho y los 

frutos de tu labor dejarán huella no solamente en tu vida pero en generaciones que faltan por venir/ You have 

planted much, and the fruits of your labor will leave a footprint not only in your life but in generations to come! 
¡Felicidades! Congratulations! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Isabel Montemayor-Vazquez 

Executive Director of the Hispanic/Latino Commission of Michigan 

Dr. Isabel Montemayor-Vazquez 
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FROM THE CHAIR OF THE HISPANIC/LATINO COMMISSION 

 

 

 

¡Felicitaciones! Congratulations! On behalf of the Hispanic/Latino Commission of the State of Michigan, 
we recognize the significance of this moment for our communities. The Annual Statewide Hispanic/Latino 
College Graduation Ceremony is our proudest moment and honor to celebrate. All of our paths are 
different and diverse as is our community. But, today, we honor and are so proud of our Hispanic/Latino 

college graduates who have navigated institutions and systems that were 
never meant for folks like us – and triumphed and succeeded 
against any odds. We also reflect on our family and friends who 

have chosen different paths or who were denied the paths we 
have navigated in the continual struggle for educational and 

social justice. Today is a day of celebration but also 
acknowledgment and reflection. In the U.S., less than a 
quarter of Latinos are provided the opportunity to 
complete any degree. Only 15 out of 100 of us earn a 
bachelor’s degree and less than 0.1% of our 
community hold doctoral degrees. Today is a day of 
celebration not because of the defying of the odds, 
but because of the path you have laid for your 
brothers and sisters, primas y primos, and all your 

family and community. Latinos, in all our diversity, 

are essential for the future of Michigan – for our 

economic prosperity and our responsibility to create a 

more equitable and just society for all Michiganders. 

Hold your degree with pride. But also, with a great deal 
of responsibility to give back to our community in many 

ways. It’s a heavy weight to carry, but one our ancestors' 
sweat, and tears have prepared us for. You make us 

proud. On behalf of the Commission, congratulations, we 
are so proud of you, and we are here to support you in 

whatever ways we can. We can't wait to see what more you do 
for our state! 

 

Dr. Jesse M. Bernal 

2022 Chair of the Hispanic/Latino Commission of Michigan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesse M. Bernal 
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2022 HISPANIC/LATINO STATEWIDE COLLEGE GRADUATION 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

 
 

 

Angela G. Reyes, MPH, is the founder and Executive 
Director of the Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation. 

Ms. Reyes was born in Southwest Detroit, where she 
continues to reside, and is the mother of 4, 

grandmother of 8, and great-grandmother of 6 
children. She has been committed to working in 

and serving the Latino community for over 45 
years, and founded DHDC in 1997 from her 
living room, “because I was tired of burying 
children”. She has developed and 
managed several successful programs for 
youth, young adults and families. 

 Ms. Reyes has a master’s degree in 
Public Health from the University of 
Michigan and has been the recipient of 
several awards for her community work, 
including the 1992 Michiganian of the 
Year, Corp! Magazine’s Michigan’s Most 
Influential Hispanic Leaders; the E. Hill 
Deloney Youth Development Award, 

Community-Based Public Health Caucus 
(CBPH) of the American Public Health 

Association, 2009; “Closing the Gap” Award, 
New Detroit, 2011; and the Liberty Bell Award, 

Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association, 2011; 
“Reconocimiento Ohtli” Mexican Consulate 

Community Service Award, 2016; and the Mary 
Turner Center for Advocacy, Nida Donar Social Justice 

Award, 2017, and the Ford Hispanic Network, Espiritu de la 
Comunidad Award, 2019 .   

Ms. Reyes is a founding board member of the Detroit Community-Academic Urban Research Center, 
which was established in 1995 to address health disparities of residents in Detroit. Ms. Reyes serves as a 
co-chair for the Coalition for the Future of Detroit Children, a diverse cross-section of Detroit leaders that 
have been working together since 2015 to improve the city's education system. She is also one of the 
founders and the current Board Chair of the Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center, providing 
wrap-around services to the 36th District Court - SW Community Court Section, which focuses on 
restorative justice and addressing the underlying causes of quality-of-life crimes.   

Ms. Reyes is an international consultant and speaker about issues affecting the Latino community, 
including cultural awareness, youth gangs and violence, substance abuse, immigration, education reform, 
community-based participatory research, policy development and community organizing. 

Angela G Reyes 
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2022 HISPANIC/LATINO STATEWIDE GRADUATION  

STUDENT KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I grew up in a migrant farm working family and followed the 
seasonal crops from Florida to Michigan every year. Both of 

my parents were born in Mexico and have shown me to be 
proud of who I am and where I came from. I started 

officially working in the fields when I was 12 years old. I 
worked hard to break the vicious cycle of being a field 
worker, working long hours for low pay and very little 
to no rights. I graduated from Michigan State 
University from the Honors College with a 
bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering as 
a CAMP and SEE Scholar. During my time at MSU 
I worked as a Logistics Supervisor for the 
Cornerstone Residential program and as a Women 
in Engineering Ambassador. I had the honor of being 

chosen as a commencement speaker for the 
graduating class of Fall 2021. I completed 3 

internships at LDT with the Mechanical Engineering 
team during the summers. I will say although I am young, 

I am ambitious to succeed under my own definition of 
success, I am hungry to learn, and I am grateful for the 

blessings I have been granted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dayana Villagran 
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Adriana Lucero Valerio-Martínez 
¡Hola! My name is Adriana Valerio, and I am a Political Science 
major at Albion College with a concentration in Public Policy. I 
am a first-generation Latina college student, and I am excited to 
be the first in my family to graduate. I would not be here without 
my parents but am also proud of my growth throughout my years 
at Albion. I have been a leader and community advocate, which 
has opened a window of opportunities for me post-grad.! Si se 
pudo! 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
 

Cynthia Yaritza Perez 
Albion College 

Bachelor of Psychology 
Spring 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniela Lopez 

Hello, my name is Daniela Lopez. I am from Chicago. My major is 
Accounting CPA emphasis. I am a first-generation Latina college 
student. I am the oldest of my family, which has motivated me to do 
my best so that my sister can follow my footsteps. I am known to 
love to dance, but it stems from having 13 years of danza folklórica 
experiences. !Si se pudo guys! 

 

 

 

 

             

     

 

 

TheGraduates 
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Irene Corona-Avila 
 
My name is Irene Corona-Avila, I am Chicana, and I am from 
metro Atlanta in Georgia.    My major is Biochemistry, my minor 
is Cellular and Molecular Biology, and I want to use my degree 
to pursue an MD/PhD in biomedical sciences to work in a 
virology lab and work towards reducing health disparities. While 
at Albion College, I used my platform as managing-editor of The 
Pleiad newspaper to bring awareness and embrace the 
diversity on our campus. My experience as a First-Year 
Experience mentor influenced my decision to be a mentor 
throughout my journey. In my spare time, I like to have fun 
outdoors, work out, dance freestyle and salsa, hang out with 
my family and friends, sing karaoke, or learn something new. 

 
 

 

 
Jessica A. Garcia-Lopez 

Jessica A. Garcia-Lopez, prefers to go by Jess, is first-generation 
at Albion College, pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Biology and 

Environmental Studies. Their dedication to nature, activism, and 
working with numbers is one of the reasons why they chose these 

two majors. After their undergraduate, they plan on taking a gap 
year before going into a master's program. Where they can 
pursue a career that helps bring scientists into the political 

conversation of climate change. As a daughter of indigenous 
immigrants, she wants to help and support her people back in 

Oaxaca and help bring awareness to other indigenous groups, 
whether in the States or other parts of Latin America. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alexander Rubio  

My name is Alexander Rubio, and I was born in San Antonio, Texas! I 
now live in the Metro Detroit area as I finish up my Bachelor of 
Education at Central Michigan University. I look forward to my future as 
an educator and can’t wait to have my own classroom! I am very 
thankful for all that have supported me in my journey as my college 
career comes to a close. Thank you all and Fire Up Chips! 
 
 
 

 
                             

TheGraduates 
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 Emilie Ann de La Cruz 
Central Michigan University 

Bachelor of Political Science/Psychology 
Spring 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raquel Angelica Mance 
 

Hello! My name is Raquel Mance and I am a first-
generation college student graduating from Central 

Michigan University. I am graduating with a 
Bachelors in Sociology with a Social and Criminal 

Justice concentration. My biggest motivation is my 
family, both chosen and given. They have been my 

rock for these past few years. During my last two 
years of college, I have interned at two places: 

Hope Well Ranch and the Michigan Department of 
Civil Rights. Following graduation, I hope to get a 

job with an organization that focuses on correcting 

social injustice. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Iván Rodríguez 
Central Michigan University 
Bachelor of Science in Clinical Exercise Science 
Spring 2022  
 

 

TheGraduates 
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Kevin Bautista-Mancilla 

Kevin Bautista-Mancilla is graduating from Central Michigan University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Cultural and Global Studies, with minors in 
Leadership and Management. He is also obtaining a certificate in 
Cultural Competency and excited to start his position within Target as an 
Executive Team Leader, Assistant Store Manager in Services and 
Engagement. Throughout his time at Central, aside from being a MAC 
Scholar, Award of Distinction, he was pretty involved throughout many 
organizations, and held many different leadership roles that have 
helped him throughout, these include: Orientation Mentor for New 
Student Orientation, Campus Ambassador in the Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions, Director of Equity and Inclusion for 
Student Government Association, Mentor for Mentor Collective 
Program and MAC Scholar Mentoring Experience, Interfraternal 
Greek Week Coordinator for Fraternity and Sorority Life, President 
of DREAM Central, Student Representative for President Student 

Advisory Network,  Former President, Secretary, and Service Chair for Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon (Fraternity); current Diversity and Inclusion Chairman, Former Dialogue Facilitator for CGL 145 

and WGS 245 classes, Former Registration Coordinator and Mentor for IMPACT, Former Leadership 
Safari/Expedition Safari Guide, Former Alternative Breaks Site Leader, Former Student Caller in Fundraising/Alumni 
House, Former Vice President of Empowered Latino Union and Collegiate Health, Administration Preparatory 
Society. As a first-generation immigrant student, he was able to set an example for his family and many others that 
follow and is excited to see where this journey will lead him after and thanks everyone who has helped him along the 
way. 

 

Eileen Gutierrez Blanco 

I am grateful to have the opportunity to attend college and pursue a degree I 
am highly passionate about. My hard work and discipline helped me achieve 

this long-term goal. It involves mental strength, devotion and 100% interest 
for this field. As time passed by, I realized that this was my hobby and so I 

started thinking how I could develop my skills for a career. I learned 
criminology enlarged my vision on how crimes committed not only affected 

the victim but overall, how society functions. I've been interested in 
discovering the characteristics of human nature. I have always enjoyed the 

study of crime and how factors in society affect levels of crimes. 
Considering the fact that Criminology is my career goal it was the best 

decision I’ve made in studying this course. Studying the behavior of 
criminals or investigating their crimes will always create a challenging future 

and an interesting one, let alone always having something new to learn. 
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Eva P. Victoria Kidder 

Single mothers know how to hustle, and sacrifice, drink way too much 
coffee and stay up way too late. Raising two biological children and as 
many as five foster children, working full-time, and going to school full-time 
with a 4.0 GPA, is not easy. It takes a tremendous amount of organization, 
dedication, and old-fashioned grit. Such grit is no doubt a gift Eva Kidder 
inherited from both of her parents. Her father, Benjamin Kidder, knew how 
to tend fields and muck stalls before catching the second bus to school at 
6AM. He later left school before his high school graduation to serve in 
World War II. His mother received his diploma on his behalf. Years later, 
Eva’s father would marry a little Mexican girl who, without knowing any 
English, would graduate with top honors. Eva’s father looks down with 
delight from heaven. Francisca Kidder continues to be Eva’s number one 
support. Eva is proud to add her mark to her family’s legacy. 
Eva would like to honor those who have made this accomplishment 
possible. She sends sincerest thanks to her family, friends, academic 
advisor Jeff Bean, other faculty and staff from Ferris State University, 
Williamston Community Schools staff, Webberville Community Schools 
staff, and mentor teacher Kathy Pierman. Eva knows that without her 
village, no amount of isolated grit could have made her journey as 

successful as it’s been. 

 

Gilbert Torres, III        
My name is Gilbert Torres III, and I was born in Traverse City, MI and 

raised in Frankfort, MI. In my family, I was the first to graduate high 
school, the first to attend a university, and now the first to earn an 

associate degree. I grew up moving a lot due to my mother being a 
seasonal migrant worker. The constant relocating helped me 
understand the cultural differences in the United States from 

Michigan to Texas and because of this Cultural Anthropology is 
something I currently enjoy studying. In my spare time, I enjoy 

reading comic books, watching sports, and playing baseball with my 
younger brother. I am a big family person; I love spending my 

breaks throughout school back home. My family is what I use for 
motivation to complete college because they support me in any way 

possible. Growing up, I had no ambition to continue my education 
after high school. I struggled to earn good grades in middle school 

and early in my high school years. I lacked mentorship and 
guidance from teachers in school, but it was not until I transferred 

to a new school my senior year, while attending Manistee High 
School, I met a teacher who guided me into being the person I 

am now. I performed well my senior year because of the 
mentorship I received. I was pushed to do more in class, and I 

ended my senior year with the best grades I have ever received. 
I decided to go to college halfway through my senior year because I found 

this new drive for knowledge, and I knew I could do better academically.         

 
 

TheGraduates 
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Marla Rachel Soto 

Marla Soto is graduating from Ferris State University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Architecture and Sustainability. Her interest in Architecture 
stems from her enjoyment of the arts and design at an early age. It wasn’t 
until her sophomore year of high school that she was exposed to what 
architecture was and found out about the efforts within the field of designing 
and building sustainably for an environmentally conscious future. Since 
then, she has sought to learn about green building principles, ultimately 
obtaining the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Associate credential from the U.S. Green Building Council. Being a 
first-generation student and soon-to-be graduate of her family, she aspires 
to become a licensed architect for the state of Michigan and to continue 
practicing and advocating for sustainable design. Coming from a diverse 
community, she also wants to focus her future work on designing for 
underserved communities and collaborating with them to satisfy their 
needs as a community.  

 

 
 

Mario Ramirez 
 

My name is Mario Ramirez. I am a first-generation student attending 
Ferris State University and am majoring in Architecture & 

Sustainability. I was born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan, but 
my family hails from Mexico. Growing up, my parents always instilled in 
me the importance of pursuing an education. As I would frequently visit 

family back in Mexico, I always wondered why their buildings were 
different from the ones I was accustomed to seeing. With this, I 

always had a creative drive, so choosing the field of architecture was 
an easy choice. 

Without the constant support from my immediate family and close 
friends, I don’t think I would have made it this far. Their 

encouragement drove me to graduate and become the first to attain 
a degree in my family. This is for them. 

Me puse las pilas! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TheGraduates 



 
14 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

Rogelio Nino-Vazquez 

My name is Rogelio Nino-Vazquez.  I am a first-generation 
student born in Ahualulco, San Luis Potosi, Mexico but raised in 
Holland, MI.  I am the oldest of 6 and I am hoping to inspire the 
rest of my siblings to pursue a college degree as well as I did. 

 

 

 

Sharlyn Ornelas-
Macedo 

My name is Sharlyn Ornelas-Macedo. I will be a graduate from Ferris 
State University, earning my Bachelor of Science in Nursing. After 
graduation I will be working in the emergency department at Blodgett 

Hospital in Grand Rapids. A little something about me is that I was born 
in Acapulco, Mexico and thanks to my wonderful family and friends I am 
able to be here today with their support and love. I will continue to work 

hard and to make those I love and myself proud.  

 

 

 

 
 

Bertha Nathaly Espinoza 
Grand Valley State University 
Bachelor of Spanish and Psychology 
Spring 2022 
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Mia Guzman 

My name is Mia Guzman. I was born in Uvalde, Texas but grew up in the 
community of Grand Rapids, Michigan. I am the middle child of my siblings and a 
proud daughter of my loved parents that work so hard to support me in my 
education. I am proud to say that I am a first-generation Latina college student 
that is now graduating this semester with my Bachelor of Arts in Special 
Education. As a woman of color and a first-generation college student 
attending Grand Valley State University (a predominately white institution), I 
have learned to advocate for myself by taking advantage of my resources. I 
didn’t have the steps I needed that others have when I began this new journey 
of life called “college”. Throughout my education journey in middle school and 
high school, I lacked the resources that I needed to be successful as a 
college student that other students had. Asking questions and surrounding 
myself with knowledgeable people and professionals has allowed me to be 
successful. As I continued my college journey, I have continued to set a 
vision for how I want to impact myself in life, my future students, and my 
future children. Being a first-generation college student has shown me 
experiences and learning opportunities that I will never forget and will 
forever be grateful for. Being in the College of Education has been a 
struggle, but I have also gained an appreciation for having the 
opportunities to build relationships with my students, peers, advisors, 

professionals, and friends that will be in my life forever. Although I still 
struggle with overcoming battles with being first gen and a person of color in 

the classroom and the world, I am motivated to do great things and be an agent of 
change in schools and my communities.  
 

 

 

Noemy Parra-Cano 

Mi nombre es Noemy y me gradué de la 
Universidad Estatal de Grand Valley con una 
Licenciatura en Ciencias en Sociología y 
Psicología. En el futuro abriré un centro de 

terapia para hispanos y latinos. Quiero 
agradecer a Dios, a mi madre, a mis hermanas, a 
mis amigas por las oportunidades que me han 

dado. ¡Completaré mi Maestría en Salud 
Pública el próximo año! 
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Stephanie Elizondo 

Hi, my name is Stephanie Elizondo, I am a first-generation student and 
older sister paving the way for my siblings and family. I majored in 
Allied Health Sciences, with an emphasis in Physician Assistant 
Studies and a minor in Spanish from Grand Valley State University. 
Something that means a lot to me are my friends and family, who are 
a big part of my life. I am very family oriented and that is what sparked 
my interest in helping and taking care of others. Without them I would 
not be where I am today, I owe a lot to my loved ones for their 
constant support and motivation. After graduation, I plan to take a 
gap year and enjoy some time off before I head into grad school for 
my master’s degree. In my free time I enjoy going on walks and 
riding bikes, before covid I would also enjoy going to the movies 
and traveling. A fun fact about me is that I am bilingual and play the 
violin! 

 

 

Eric Ivan 
Huerta-Caro 

My name is Eric Huerta-Caro. I am from Battle Creek, 
Michigan. I am a first-generation college graduate. I will 

be graduating from the Respiratory Therapy program at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College this spring 2022. I 

am looking forward to jumping right into my field as a 
Pediatric Respiratory Therapist working in the PNICU at 

Spectrum Health Helen DeVos Children's Hospital. 

 

 

Alondra Marie Alvarez 

Alondra Alvarez is a first-generation college student who will 
be obtaining her degree in Communication with a 
concentration in Social Influence from Michigan State 
University. She hopes to land a job in the 
marketing/advertising field. She will be returning home to 
Detroit after graduation to continue her work in community 
organizing, activism, and being an advocate for the 
residents of Southwest Detroit. 
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Amalia Krystal Lira 
 
Amalia (Krystal) Lira is a first-generation Latina from Los Angeles, CA. 
She initially pursued her interest in psychology at Cerritos Community 
College and later transferred to California State University, Long 
Beach where she earned her B.A. in Psychology. She is now earning 
her PhD in Educational Psychology and Educational Technology 
from Michigan State University. Her dissertation examined the 
racialized and gendered experiences of Black engineering students at 
the university level, to better understand how to increase persistence 
and achievement in those fields. Krystal is headed back to California to 
start a new position as a Post-Doctoral Research Scientist at San 
Diego State University. Her goals are to be a professor and engage in 
research that serves her community. She is also deeply committed to 
mentoring the next generation of scholars, particularly those from 
marginalized backgrounds. She is grateful for all the support she 
received during her academic journey, as she would not be where she is 
today without her community/comunidad. She would especially like to 
thank her mother (Amalia) and partner (Kenny) who provided 
immeasurable support during her journey, and to her father (Artemio) 
who gave her strength in ways only an Angel could! Si se pudo! 

 
 

 

Amanda Flores 
 

Amanda is a first-generation college student and daughter of migrant 
farmworkers from deep south Texas. Before attending Michigan State, 

Amanda worked for 8 years in student affairs and higher education 
with a concentration in diversity and inclusion work. She worked at 

Texas A&M University supporting Latinx students in their leadership 
development and spearheaded diversity initiatives in the student 

programs office. She also served as the assistant director for the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs at Stephen F. Austin State University. During her 

time at Michigan State University, Amanda worked with the Office of 
Undergraduate Research where she engaged in efforts to increase 

access to undergraduate research opportunities to MSU students. 
Amanda received her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University in 

English and her master’s in higher education and student affairs from the 
University of Vermont.                                                                                                                      
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Areli Guadalupe Cardenas 
 
Areli G. Cárdenas is graduating from Michigan State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. During her academic journey 
she obtained an academic background in Chicano and Latino studies and 
a minor in Spanish. Throughout her undergraduate career she developed 
an active and broad leadership experience in extracurricular activities 
with the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers and Delta Tau 
Lambda Sorority, Inc. as well as independent projects. As a student she 
gained knowledge and experience in the transportation and energy 
industries through several internships. Areli will begin her professional 
career in early June of this year working with the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) in the Engineering Development Program. 
She will obtain her Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Licensure and 
Professional Engineering (PE) Licensure. Areli is also planning to 
pursue a master’s degree to continue her studies in bridge and 
structural design. 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 Francisco E. Velazquez 
 

 Master of Arts graduate from the Michigan State 
University Strategic Communications program, with a 

graduate certificate in Digital Media. A native Grand 
Rapids-metro native, Velazquez is a first-generation 

student who graduated from a high school senior class 
of only 53 to earn his Bachelor’s in Journalism also 

from Michigan State University. Velazquez is an 
experienced multimedia communications specialist and 
digital storyteller with experience in various industries. 

Serving as the Communications Specialist and lead 
DEI communicator for the MSU College of Human 

Medicine, Velazquez is just as passionate about 
education and community as he is about amplifying 

more equitable, representative narratives. Prior to 
this, Velazquez was the marketing assistant at SMG 

Grand Rapids, the venue management group 
overseeing Van Andel Arena and DeVos Place. There, he 

participated in the Kent County Convention/Arena Authority’s Community 
Inclusion Group (CIG) to procure more diverse events and entertainment— 

Velazquez was instrumental in obtaining the arena’s first-ever Spanish-language  
main act as well the creation of downtown Grand Rapids’ first Cinco De Mayo Celebration.  
Velazquez has been on a variety of committees including under the Advocates for Latino Student Advancement in 
Michigan Education (ALSAME) and the Dia De La Mujer Annual Conference. He currently serves as an executive 
board member on the university’s Chicanx/Latinx Association and is lso serving on a committee to create an official  

Inclusive Language Resource Guide on behalf of the Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion.  
Velazquez resides in Lansing with his wife, niece, and beagle. 
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Gisella Lorenzo                                                                       
 
The last five years at MSU have been fun, overwhelming, and filled with 
excitement or surprises around every corner. Upon arrival, I was able to 
make very wholesome friendships. We celebrate each other with our wins, 
and we support each other in our downs. I have accomplished so much, yet 
I feel like I’ve only accomplished the minimum. All my small 
accomplishments have turned into doorways that would not have been 
there, had I not accomplished the small tasks beforehand. A few 
experiences that I am grateful for are; studying abroad in Mexico and 
London, being a part of CAMP’s documentary, going with CAMP to 
Washington D.C to speak at the White House Initiative on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanics, getting internships, holding Fundraising and 
Volunteer Chairs within Delta Tau Lambda Sorority, Inc., being VP of 
Communications and President of the Multicultural Greek Council, and 
finally working with well-known professors that are willing to help me out 
while I’m making my final decision for steps after graduation. As my 
time at MSU comes to an end, it feels surreal. I’m nervous and scared 
to leave the place that has become a second home, but I am also very 
excited.  

 
 

 
 

Ittaty Aguilar-Guzman 
 

Pre-Medical: Biomedical Laboratory Sciences and 
Human Biology is from Wyoming, MI. She has studied 

abroad in various countries, and various states to 
explore, learn, educate, and give back. Ittaty shares a 

passion for community service, mentorship, 
volunteering, entrepreneurship, and military service. 

Ittaty loves to volunteer locally, globally, and 
internationally, most of all making long lifetime 

connections. She aspires to attend medical school to 
become a medical officer in the United States Armed 

Forces and to travel to serve internationally. She looks 
forward to obtaining a master’s degree from Michigan 
State University before starting medical school and to 
continue to travel to serve communities. Her specialty 

interests are in surgery, dermatology, infectious 
disease, alternative medicine and emergency 

medicine. Ittaty has been involved in various clubs 
and organizations including Phi Sigma Theta Honor 

Society, American Medical Student Association, 
Michigan State University Rodeo Club, Hispanic 

Scholarship Fund Scholar, The Liberty Hyde Bailey Scholars Program, 
Charles Drew Program, and many more. She would love to extend her gratitude to 
thank her family, friends, mentors, instructors, and advisors for her success. Ittaty is committed to 
giving back in the future to help others succeed in academics and serving the nation. Her motto: “Nada es 

fácil en la vida y Será imposible… Hasta que lo Consigas”. 
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Jacqueline Maldonado 
 
Jacqueline Maldonado is the youngest of three children. Her mother and 
father are from Puebla, Mexico and they later immigrated to Brooklyn, New 
York where Jacqueline was born. Jacqueline grew up in the Lansing Area 
and attended Lansing Public Schools, where she graduated from Lansing 
Eastern High School in 2018. Jacqueline Started her journey at Michigan 
State University in the fall of 2018. She is the first in her family to attend 
and graduate from a four-year University. Jacqueline thanks her parents 
for immigrating to the United States and building a new life in a place where 
they did not know in order for Jacqueline and her siblings to have a better 
life. She would also like to thank Michigan State University for creating an 
environment where she could grow both academically and personally. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Lesly Leonela Morales 
 

Lesly is a first-generation college student and CAMP scholar 
from the border town of Brownsville, Texas. Born from Parents 
of Immigrants who worked tomato fields. They are majoring in 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Minoring In Chicanx /Latinx 

Studies as Well As Law Justice And Public Policy. 
Throughout their career at MSU they have held different 

leadership positions within CORES and COPS, participated on 
several panels, and facilitated a variety of workshops. Lesly is 

one of the students that negotiated with President Stanley 
during the 2019 Sit in at the Hannah Administration building. 

After graduation Lesly will be moving to San Antonio, Texas to 
pursue work with City Year. 
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Maricela Rosa Tapia 
 
My name is Maricela Tapia, and I am a 2022 Graduate of Michigan State 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Humanities and a 
Minor in Chicano/Latino Studies. I come from a Mexican American 
family and background, and two generations of Spartans before me. 
Throughout my undergraduate experiences, my family and friends have 
been my anchors, especially when things got tough. Some of my 
greatest achievements during my time in undergraduate include being 
an eboard member of MSU’s Latinx student organization, CRU, 
attending the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute (USHLI), 
studying abroad in Puebla, Mexico, finding lifelong friends, and 
reinstating Michigan State’s chapter of Zeta Sigma Chi Multicultural 
Sorority, Inc. I am proud to have graduated from college, because I 
know that this is an accomplishment for my community as well. I know 
that I am my ancestors’ wildest dreams, and I know that I am defying 
so many odds and so much push back by doing so. I know that I 
make myself and my family proud and that I will take the grit, the 
attitude (and the fun) of my culture into every single space that I 
occupy. I have several passions in the areas of art, photography, 
graphic design, and Spanish, and I am confident that no matter 
where I go or what I do, I can make a difference and make a life for 

myself using what I’ve learned in my undergraduate experiences. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Rafael Paz 

Michigan State University 
Bachelor of International Relations 

Spring 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalia Isabel Ramírez 
From working in the fields to graduating college. Se puede y si se pudo. 
I am so happy to have accomplished such a big goal and family dream. 
I’m excited to enter a new chapter in my life! 
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Yolanda Manuela González-Hernández 
 
I would like to thank God. Because without him I am nothing, and without him I 
wouldn’t have been able to accomplish this. Thank you to my parents, siblings, 
peers, and most importantly my community. To Michigan State University faculty 
and staff: thank you for believing in me and always being committed to students’ 
success, so much that you would sacrifice family time, to be part of our 
programming and growth. I am so proud of myself that I know my younger self 
would be proud of me too. A Big Ten school, Michigan State University's 
campus, was not built for people that look like me, It was not built for my 
ancestors, or any minority; Black Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC). But I 
can assure you, that me and you made it our space and we are not going 
anywhere. Congratulations to the Class of 2022. You did it! And if no one told 
you, they are proud of you. I’m here to tell you, I am proud of you. You 
belong anywhere and everywhere. I said this as a soon to be high school 
graduate… and I say this again as a graduating college student. They tried 
to bury us, but they forgot we were seeds! 
 

 
 

 
 

Cinthya Elizabeth Casillas 
 

Cinthya was born in Ciudad Guzmán, Jalisco in México. She is a 
long-time resident of Southwest Detroit. She obtained a B. S. in 

Business Administration with a focus in Marketing from Wayne 
State University. Throughout her undergraduate studies she devoted 

a lot of time to volunteering and discovered her passion for 
community organizing. She has worked in various non-profits in the 

city serving families and children, inspiring people to reach their 
goals through mentorship and advocacy. Cinthya completed a 

Master of Community Development from the University of Detroit 
Mercy in December 2021. Additionally, she develops and nurtures 
partnerships that create networks connecting a need to a person 
or organization. She currently serves as the VP of the Hubbard 

Richard Resident Association. As an active resident she has 
participated in community processes advocating for the benefits 

of her neighborhood. 
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Walter Aguilar  

Walter is from Grand Rapids, Michigan, and recently graduated 
from the University of Michigan, where he had the honor to speak 
at the Winter Commencement. He attended the Gerald R. Ford 
School of Public Policy, where he majored in Public Policy and 
minored in Business and Music. Walter is passionate about 
serving others, most notably as Associate Justice of the Central 
Student Judiciary and Drum Major of the University of Michigan 
Marching Band. He is currently working as a State and Local 
Government Consultant at Guidehouse, helping state and local 
governments tackle the issues facing our communities. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

James Manuel DeHuelves 
 

Graduation, where I come from, didn't come often. Growing up on the north 
side of Lansing, the daily struggles were something to overcome. As the 

years went on, I chose to take the easy way out with my education. At times 
I felt that leaving school was my best choice given my situation. For the next 
seven years, I gave all my energy and all I had to corporate America, being 
the model employee, as some would say. The thought of attending college 

was always on my mind over the years. Only seeing two other family 
members attending college would later motivate me to take placement 
tests with hopes of being able to attend Lansing Community College. 

Given all that I have seen over the years, I made a promise to my two 
children to continue to strive with all I have, no matter if things are not 

looking promising. As of today, I have successfully obtained my 
associates from Lansing Community College, and later this fall I expect a 

Bachelor's in Communications from The University of Michigan Flint.  
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Angelica Rosanna Garcia 
 
I am Angelica Garcia and a graduate from Wayne State 
University. I have accomplished my bachelor’s in social 
work and have learned so much from my school 
experience and the community experiences. I am 
currently working at one of MSU’s labor unions as a 
financial coordinator. My goal is to be more involved in 
the community by volunteering. I hope to further my 
degree and use it to work with the criminal justice 
system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alexander Javier Spratte 
Born in Anaheim, California on April 21,1999, my mother is Mexican 
American, and my father is Spanish. Coming from two different cultures 
made me appreciate both sides of my family’s history. Growing up my 
father’s job had us moving throughout the country. I’ve lived in 
California, Colorado, Texas, Florida, Michigan, and even Chile. Moving 
around taught me that change is necessary to grow. At first, I didn’t 
take college seriously but when I realized how blessed I am to be able 
to attend Western I knew I had to give school 100% effort. During my 
time at Western, I was able to join Lambda Theta Phi, Latin Fraternity. 
My fraternity opened a lot of opportunities and I’ve met brothers from 
across the country. I will be graduating from Western Michigan 
University with my Degree in Business. I would like to thank my 
parents for all the support they’ve given me as well as my brothers 
and friends that I’ve made throughout my college experience. On to 
the next chapter of my life. 
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Angela Christine Gonzalez-Urbina  

I am Angela Christine Gonzalez-Urbina, a second-generation 
Mexican American and proud granddaughter of immigrants. I am 

the 4th daughter of Juan and Martha Reyna-Gonzalez and a 
first-generation college graduate. I will soon be the second in my 

family to graduate with a Masters’ Degree in TESOL from 
Western Michigan University. I am a 3rd-grade Spanish 

Immersion teacher at Holland Public Schools. I am a proud 
graduate of Holland Public Schools and am currently in my 6th 
year of teaching. I reside in Holland with Eduardo, Emmanuel 

(Manny), and Emiliano (Nano). In my spare time, I am the 
choreographer and dance instructor for Ballet Folklorico Sol 

Azteca de Holland, a Holland Public Schools K-12 district 
club. I have been teaching dance for over 15 years. As a 

bilingual and bicultural educator, I hope to teach my students 
the passion for being whoever they want to be. My students 

need to know that they are loved while learning in my 
classroom. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ashley Enriquez 
 
Hello, my name is Ashley Enriquez. I was born and raised in 
Battle Creek, Michigan. I am graduating from Western Michigan 
University in Spring 2022 with a major in Advertising and 
Promotion and a minor in Human Resource Management 
and General Business. Over the last four years at WMU, I 
have enjoyed being part of a different organization that has 
helped me gain new skills and opportunities. I am a part of 
TRIO, United Greek Council, AdClub, and Kappa Delta Chi 
Sorority Inc. I also worked as a Peer Academic Success Coach. 
I enjoy working out, cooking, volunteering, and spending time 
with my family in my free time. After college, I plan on working 
in the advertising field as an Account Executive to promote 
diversity and inclusion in campaigns. In a few years, I would 
love to go back to school to pursue my master's degree in HR. 
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Aunner Y. Calderon-Reyes 
 

Aunner Calderon was born in Grand Rapids, MI. After his birth, his 
parents decided to return to their country of origin, Guatemala. In 
Guatemala, Aunner grew up in a poor and disadvantaged village 

where education and healthcare services are scarce. In 2015, due 
to a variety of family challenges, Aunner's mom made the brave 

decision to move to the United States with all her children. During 
that year, Aunner began attending high school speaking no English. 

Four years later, Aunner graduated Valedictorian of his class, with 
51 college credits, and with multiple full-ride scholarships to 

important universities in the state of Michigan. Aunner decided to 
attend Western Michigan University where he chose to major in 

Biomedical Sciences and minor in Chemistry. Three years later, 
Aunner is becoming the first in his family to graduate from college; 

furthermore, he is graduating with highest honors and as a 
member of the Phi Betta Kappa Society. Aunner plans to attend 

medical school to eventually become a family medicine physician. 
One of his goals is to become a medical provider in disadvantaged 

rural areas; more specifically, he wants to become a medical 
provider where the Latinx and Black communities live, as he understands that 

these are the communities that lack access to medical services the most. Once becoming a 
physician, Aunner also wants to participate in medical mission trips to return to Guatemala and provide 

medical services in the small village where he grew up. 

 
 
 
 

Brandon L. Cifuentes-DeLeon 
Western Michigan University 
Bachelor of Accounting 
Spring 2022 
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Brooke Marianna Shirley 

My name is Brooke Marianna Shirley, and I am graduating 
from Western Michigan University with a bachelor’s degree 

in Science. I have chosen this route because I am 
passionate about helping individuals and treating 

conditions that significantly impact a person. I have been 
dedicated to the medical field since graduating high 

school. I picked Western Michigan University as they have 
the best Occupational Therapy degree in Michigan. I hope 

to continue to advance my degree in Occupational 
Therapy through Western Michigan’s Graduate program. 
Growing up, my mother inspired me to make a difference 

in patients’ lives. She taught me that you must put the 
patients’ needs and wants before your own and dedicate 

yourself to helping them succeed. My mother came to the 
United States from Puerto Rico, and I am proud to say 

that I am the first in my family to receive a bachelor’s 
degree. I thank her every day for the sacrifices she took 

for me to have access to education and the ability to 
help others. I owe my success to my mother who has 

supported me every day and continues to support me in my 

education.        
 
                                                                            
 
 

 
 
 

Edgar J. Mandujano 
 
Edgar attended Western Michigan University from 2019-2022, 
where he got his degree in Political Science (with a minor in 
Spanish). During his time at WMU, he helped found a Latino 
fraternity on campus, held different leadership positions, was 
invited on to the local news, and landed an internship with the 
Senate Majority Communications Office in Lansing. After 
graduation, Edgar plans on continuing to pursue a career in 
government and has plans to attend a graduate public policy 
program.    
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Hortencia Velasco-Santiago 
 
My name is Hortencia Velasco-Santiago. I am a first-
generation grad. I am from Tampa Florida, and I will be 
graduating from Western Michigan University. My major 
is Accounting, and my minors are Business Analytics, 
Human Resource Management, And General 
Business. After graduation I will be focusing on working, 
traveling and working towards obtaining my CPA. I hope 
to attend grad school in the near future.        
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                  
 

 
My name is Jennifer Rosas-Juarez, and I am a first-

generation college graduate. I am one of six siblings and will 
be 3rd to earn a degree. My hometown is Battle Creek, 

Michigan and my family originates from Guanajuato, Mexico. 
I am passionate about working with families and youth in 

underrepresented communities. I will be earning a degree in 
Education and Human Development from Western 

Michigan University this summer 2022. 
 

Jennifer Rosas-Juarez 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jessica Cortes 
Western Michigan University 
Bachelor of Social Work 
Spring 2022 
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Jose J. Cortes-Jimenez 
 

My name is Jose Cortes, I was born in Veracruz, Mexico, and raised 
in Grand Rapids, MI. My parents' hard work and my determination 
to be the first in my family to graduate from high school and soon 

earn a degree has always brought me closer to my goal. Knowing 
that as part of my job, I will be able to give back and help my 

community will be extremely rewarding because I will get paid to do 
it. I intend to get an internship and graduate this summer in order to 

be a well-rounded student with experience. I intend to get my 
master's degree and continue my studies in the future. I want to 
inspire people who are in my shoes, and I want my children and 

family members to follow in my footsteps. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Luiza M. Diaz Rodas 
Western Michigan University 
Bachelor of Criminal Justice 
Summer 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Magali Carrillo 
Western Michigan University 

Bachelor of Public Health 
Summer 2022 
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Kevin Alberto Curiel-Vázquez 
My name is Kevin Curiel-Vazquez, born in Guadalajara, Jalisco but 
raised in Grand Rapids, MI. I graduated high school in 2009 with no 
clear direction in life. My higher education journey started that same 
year at Grand Rapids Community College. I started off in the Skill 
Trade field and earned a Certificate from GRCC M-TEC in Residential 
Construction, I then continued with pursuing my Associates for the 
next 8 years. I graduated from GRCC in 2017, and transferred to 
Western Michigan University where I would earn my Bachelors in 
Organizational Communication in 2019. I decided to push forward 
and continue my education and pursue a Masters. On April 30th, I 
will be Graduating with my Masters in Organizational Change 
Leadership. My higher education journey has been a consistent 
path of ups and downs, perseverance and resilience. I am proud to 
say that after 12 years of work I will reach my final academic goal, 
and graduate debt free. From learning how to build houses and 
work with my hands, to learning how to build and lead an 
organization and work with my mind. I do not seek to be a person 
of success but instead be a person of value and share all the 
academic & professional experience I have gained these past 12 

years with my community, in hopes of uplifting one another. I do not know what is 
next for me, but I do know, I will never forget where I came from and how I got here. - Sic Parvis 

Magna - "Greatness from Small Beginnings". 

 
 

 
 

Lucia Guadalupe Morales 
 

Lucia Guadalupe Morales is a Senior at Western Michigan University. She 
graduates April 30th, 2022, with a Bachelor’s Degree in University 

Studies. Her areas of focus are business and health. With this degree, 
she hopes to continue in the healthcare field. Ms. Morales will be taking a 

year or two and will focus on saving money. Her focus will be exploring 
the field to see whether to go to medical school to be a doctor or to 

continue with a master’s degree. Lucia Morales was born in Mexico. She 
was raised by a single mother her whole life and has resided in Michigan 

since she was an infant. She is considered a first-generation college 
student. The mother wanted to give her the best opportunities that she 

could not have in Mexico. Lucia was very fortunate to have gone to 
public schools in Kalamazoo, Michigan and was able to receive the 

whole 100% of the Kalamazoo Promise. Ms. Morales is the eldest out 
of the five children. She is also a single mother of one beautiful 

daughter: her motivation and her world. Despite of all the hardships 
that Lucia had to face throughout her life, she persevered and self-

motivated herself to get this far. Her journey does not end here 
though, she has plans and will keep succeeding. 
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Mara Lynette Minott 
 

Hello all, I am a Spring 2022 graduate from Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. I did my undergraduate degree at Western Michigan 

University in the School of Arts and Sciences. I'm now back at my 
alma mater completing my Master’s Degree In Public 

Administration with a concentration on public policy. In my spare 
time I do a lot of activism focusing on the Black and Brown 

communities by “bridging the gap”. I am the proud owner of Mara 
Lynette Designs and a small local art business that I started during 

the pandemic. Throughout my master’s journey I've traveled to 
many places such as Mexico, California, Maryland and back home 

to Panama. Being Afro-Latina and Caribbean is something I am very 
proud of and I am so overjoyed that I can represent my people with 

pride and grace. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Maria C. Rodriguez-Flores 
 
Maria Rodriguez, a sister of Sigma Lambda Gamma National Sorority, Inc., is 
graduating with her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Western Michigan 
University. She was a recipient and peer navigator to another nursing student 
through the Empower Success Scholarship. She also serves on the Bronson 
School of Nursing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee and is a part of 
the e-board for the Multicultural Greek Council. During her time at WMU, she 
also became a member of Tau Sigma National Honor Society and Lee 
Honors College, where she has been working closely with Dr. Vliem on her 
thesis: Holistic Modalities to Promote Comfort for Infants in the NICU. Maria 
has accepted a full-time position in the Neuro Intensive Care Unit and 
plans to attend graduate school in the next couple years to obtain her 
Doctor of Nursing Practice – Nurse Practitioner degree. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TheGraduates 



 
32 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

María Teresa Acosta Arreola 
 
My name is Maria Arreola, and I am a soon-to-be graduate of Western 
Michigan University, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. In my time at WMU, I 
have joined Phi Chi Theta, a business fraternity that has brought 
amazing networking opportunities that set me up for success, and have 
made life-long friendships through joining Sigma Lambda Gamma, 
National Sorority, Inc. I am proud to say that after 5 long years, I am 
graduating with a Bachelor’s in Accountancy. I am so grateful for my 
support system. My husband, friends, and family have pushed me to 
be the best student and working mother I can be to give our 5-month-
old son the best life that we can. WMU has set me up to land an 
amazing opportunity to work for EHTC, a certified public accounting 
(CPA) firm in Grand Rapids, Michigan. I am so excited to continue 
my academic journey moving into a Master’s in Accountancy, pass 
the CPA exams, and gain a CPA license. I will always be grateful 
for what WMU has taught me, and always be a proud Bronco: Go, 
Broncos! 

 

 
 
 
 

Melissa Elizabeth Zalewa 
 

My name is Melissa Zalewa, and I was born and raised in Peru. However, I 
moved to the US when I was a teenager, and I started attending High School 

right away. In the beginning, it was challenging for me as I didn't speak 
English. Also, not all my teachers were supportive, but most of them were, 

making it a bit more bearable. I was only in an ESL class for only a year, and 
then I was basically on my own. During that time, my family and friends were 
very supportive and helped me while learning the language, a new culture, a 
new school, and being a foreigner, I waited to go to college, and after a few 

years, I got married and had two beautiful little girls. It wasn't until four years 
ago that I decided to go to college. I had the support of my family and friends, 
and I knew my purpose and what I wanted to learn. Even though I was going 
to school full time while working full time and having a family, two years ago, 

I graduated with my associate in Early Childhood Education. Now I am 
graduating with my Bachelor’s in Child & Family Development. However, 

I am not stopping there. I am continuing my education and getting my 
master’s in teaching Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) to help 
children and adults that moved to this country without speaking the 

language or knowing anything about the culture of this beautiful country. 
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Chrystelle Lopez 
Albion College 
Bachelor of Spanish, Latin American and Latino/a 
Studies and Kinesiology 
Spring 2022 

Zedd Yvan Moreno 
Albion College 
Bachelor of Kinesiology 
Spring 2022 

Danny Cuevas 
Albion College 
Bachelor of Economics and Management 
Spring 2022 

Yamila Zapata 
Central Michigan University 
Bachelor of Biomedical Science 
Spring 2022 

Cristian Marquez 
Ferris State University 
Bachelor of Public Health 
Spring 2022 

Danielle M. Flores Lopez 
Michigan State University 
Doctorate 
Fall 2021 

Yesenia Zamora-Cardoso 
Michigan State University 
Bachelor of Media and Information 
Spring 2022 

Brenda Pilar-Ayala 
Michigan State University 
Bachelor of Psychology and Political Science: Pre-Law 
Summer 2022 

Diana Serrano 
Michigan State University 
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies in Psychology 
Summer 2022 

Carina Alvarez 
Michigan State University 

Marco Arturo Mandujano Martínez 
Siena Heights University 

Bachelor of Environmental Engineering 
Summer 2022 

Leandro Bautista 
Western Michigan University 
Bachelor of Interior Design 
Summer 2022 

Cynthia Gutierrez Navarro 
University of Detroit Mercy 
Bachelor of Biology 
Spring 2022 
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CONNECT WITH US 
HLCOM strives to market the state's 
career development services to Michigan 
Hispanics, encourage initiatives to reduce 
the high school dropout rates of Hispanic 
youth, and facilitate efforts to increase the 
enrollment of Hispanics in postsecondary 
education and training programs. 
 
FUTURE PARTNERSHIPS & CAREER 
SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES: 
1-517-230-7906 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
LABOR & ECONONICS OFFICE  
Hispanic Latino Commission of Michigan 
105 W. Allegan Street, 2nd floor 
Lansing, MI 48933 

 
HOURS: 
Monday - Friday, 8 am - 5 pm EST except 
for Official State of Michigan Holidays. 
 
For media inquiries, please contact the 
Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity - Ebony Stith at 517-285-
4549 or StithE@michigan.gov.  
 
 
Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity (LEO) provides the 
connections, expertise and innovative 
solutions to drive continued business 
growth, build vibrant communities, create 
affordable housing, generate tourism and 
attract and retain key talent to fill 
Michigan’s vast pipeline of opportunities. 
 

  

 

2022 MEETINGS 
April 22, 2022 

LANSING 3 p.m. 

 

May 20, 2022 

FLINT 6 p.m. 

 

September 16, 2022 

TRAVERSE CITY 6 p.m. 

 

October 7, 2022 

KALAMAZOO 6 p.m. 

 

November 18, 2022 

SAGINAW 6 p.m. 

Sra. Regina Araujo-Pedroza 

586-604-5645 

ARAHYJ1RD@CMICH.EDU 

Ballet Folklorico de  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO HLCOM 

Commissioner Consuela Barber López for 

her assistance on the design of this program 

and to HLCOM Administrative Assistant 

Francisca García for all her late nights and 

hard work on ensuring all of the details of 

today's three events were seamless, 

¡Muchísimas Gracias! 

La Luz  


