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Housekeeping

• Please keep your mic/phone muted unless speaking

• Only use the “raise hand” and/or “chat” function for 

questions or to request to speak

• Cameras are optional

• This meeting is being recorded
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Agenda

• Roll Call – Community Updates

• Subcommittee Updates

• Fertilizer Program

• Recap – CAWG Member Meeting

• Discussion/Concerns

– Eat Safe Fish Guideline Distribution

• MPART Updates

• Future Meeting / Topics
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Roll Call and local 
updates/events/

sharing from communities
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CAWG 
Subcommittee’s

Membership Subcommittee

Website Review Subcommittee

Preventative Measures Subcommittee

Engaging the Public Subcommittee



The Fertilizer 
Program
Review of the Program

Jarrod Fletcher

09/12/2023



Overview

• Program overview

• Label review process

• Non-regulated materials

• Regulatory Tools

• Protecting humans, animal 
health, and the environment



Program 
Overview:

Authority 
of the 
Fertilizer 
Program

• Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act (NREPA), Act 451 of 
1994, Part 85 – Fertilizers

• Regulation No. 634 – Commercial 
Fertilizers



PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW:

Flowchart



Specialty Fertilizers 
and Soil 
Conditioners 
Require MDARD 
Approval

• Application submitted

• Program reviews

• Program approves or denies



Program 
Overview:

Regulated 
Products or 
Materials

What audience is the label targeting?

• Commercial – agricultural use only

• Specialty Fertilizer: primarily non-farm, 
residential use

• Soil Conditioners: both agricultural use 
and residential use



Review Process

Specialty Fertilizers

• Review required components

• Review ingredients

• Request additional 
information if needed



REVIEW PROCESS:

Specialty Fertilizers

Product Registration required 
before sale/distribution

• Label requirements - Packaged
• Net weight

• Brand or Product Name

• Name and Address of licensed 
manufacturer or registrant

• Grade (NPK)

• Guaranteed Analysis

• Derived from statement (sources 
of nutrients)



REVIEW PROCESS:

Fertilizer ingredients

• Synthetic – made by chemical 
synthesis, especially to 
imitate a natural product

• Natural fertilizer – means a 
substance composed only of 
natural organic, natural 
inorganic, or both types of 
fertilizer materials and natural 
fillers



REVIEW PROCESS:

Soil Conditioners

Product Registration required 
before sale/distribution

• Label requirements - Packaged
• Net weight or net volume

• Brand or Product Name

• Name and Address of licensed 
manufacturer or registrant

• During Review
• Efficacy data/field trial results 

included with application



Retail products 
exempt from Part 85

• Unmanipulated plant/vegetable 
manures

• Topsoil 

• Microbial products

• Waste stream/byproducts 
regulated by EGLE

• Biosolids land applied direct 
from Michigan WWTPs



Regulatory tools

Orders and fines

• Seizure Order – Stop Sale

• Cease and Desist

• Administrative fines

Labels

• Adulterated/misbranded 
labels



Other MDARD 
agencies

Weights & Measures

• Regulates bags/containers

• Verify units of measurement



Environmental 
protections

• Bulk Agrichemical Storage Regulations
• 640

• 641

• 642

• “Phosphorus-Free Turf Law” – est. 
2012

• Label review process – asking the right 
questions

May evolve as the industry evolves





Questions



Thank you!
@MichDeptofAg

Jarrod Fletcher
fletcherj6@michigan.gov
517-449-2635

https://www.facebook.com/michdeptofag/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/michdeptofag/
https://twitter.com/MichDeptofAg
https://www.instagram.com/michdeptofag/
https://www.youtube.com/c/MichDeptofAg


MPART

Member General Discussion/Concerns

Member Meeting Recap

Eat Safe Fish Guidelines Distribution



MPART

MPART Update
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New MPART Sites / Areas 

of Interest

• Misak Landfill

Yankee Springs Township, Barry County

• Central Landfill Authority

Iron Mountain, Dickinson County

• Bay City Fire Department, Station #2

Bay City, Bay County

• McBain Sanitary Wastewater Treatment Plant

McBain, Missaukee

• Going live tomorrow: 

Mason County Sanitary Landfill

Scottville, Mason County
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Upcoming Town Halls
• Sept 19th, 6 - 8pm  

– Community Meeting - American Anodco Information Session

• Sept 20th, 6 - 7:30pm  

– Courtland Township Public Meeting

• Sept 21st, 6 - 7:30pm  

– Hillsboro Area of Interest PFAS Investigation Public Meeting

• Sept 25th, 6 - 8pm  

– MPART PFAS Community Meeting - 2440 West Highland Road - Upland Area of the 

Shiawassee River Superfund Site Information Session

• Sept 28th, 6 - 7:30pm 

– MPART PFAS 101 Public meeting - Yankee Springs Township
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Updates

• Reminder - Residential Well Drinking Water Sampling Funds 
(doesn’t include PFAS)

• MSU Symposium

• Great Lake PFAS Summit December 2023

• Annual Workgroup web page updates in process

• DoD notification to farms

https://research.msu.edu/event/msu-center-pfas-research-2023-symposium
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Future Topics?

Next Meeting:

October 10, 2023
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MICHIGAN PFAS ACTION RESPONSE TEAM 
(MPART)

www.Michigan.gov/PfasResponse

https://www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse
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