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The attached presentation was used to help facilitate the discussion. 

 

Meeting Summary 

 

MPART UPDATES 

 

Adapting to COVID-19 Emergency 

With Michigan’s Stay Home, Stay Safe Order several actions have been put on hold unless necessary 

to sustain and protect human life such as in-person or townhall meetings, some field work 

investigations, and residential well testing. MPART continues to adapt to the changing situation by 

establishing new safety protocols and alternate methods for community outreach. Suggestions included 

virtual townhall meetings on-line, broadcasted on local radio and television channels, or direct mailers. 

Community engagement continues with outreach to local officials and transparency efforts with updated 

information and data available on the website. 

 

Residential Well Testing 

- Data-driven and science-based approach to identify areas with the greatest need for testing, 

- Looking for options/alternatives to continue investigations such as sampling from outside 

spigots and/or providing the test kits to residents to collect samples 

 

Community Engagement Survey 

Results of the community engagement survey were discussed and there was no objection to posting 

these results (attached). Some highlights included more emphasis on public health including 

monitoring, messaging, and education, pursue rapid screening of drinking water, providing information 

to impacted residents quicker, listen/respond to residents, and holding responsibly parties accountable. 

Overall, the process is evolving and appears to be moving in the right direction. 
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Also, discussion about forming a subcommittee to review and provide feedback on MPARTs response 

to impacted communities (refer to draft flow chart in the presentation). 

 

SURFACE WATER FOAMS - AECOM Study for EGLE  

Mike Jury discussed on-going surface water foam (SWF) investigations, conducted by AECOM on 

behalf of EGLE/MPART. 

  

SWF is a symptom of an impacted waterway and is important to assist with source tracking and public 

health advisories. Foam reports and photographs sent from citizens are tracked, evaluated for risk, and 

investigated if needed. 

  

The primary goals of the study are to: 

- Determine the effective and cost practical means to sample SWF,  

- Develop written protocols for sampling,  

- Determine of the chemical composition of SWF; is site-specific? Is there a difference between 

lakes, rivers, etc.?  

- Analyze data,  

- Evaluate how dissolved PFAS in surface water generates and/or accumulates within the SWF? 

Does the dissolved PFAS form foam or is the foam PFAS? 

 

SWF samples have been collected from the Huron, Rogue, and Thornapple Rivers (late 2019), and 

from Van Etten Lake and Lake Margrethe (early 2020). Foam analyzed for 41 PFAS compounds, 

surfactants, and biological footprint.  

 

MPART is coordinating with other Great Lakes States PFAS Task Force, currently working with 

Minnesota and Wisconsin, tracing complaints to determine the need for surface water testing and 

wildlife testing, and will continue the investigation (when Executive Order is lifted). 

 

ITRC planning to add a subgroup for SWF to the PFAS workgroups. 

 

Discussion regarding SWF and PFECHS (PERFLUORO-4-ETHYCYCLOHEXANESULFONATE) 

will continue at the next meeting. 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Review information/data on the website, provide feedback/suggestions for other things to focus on. 

 

UPDATE: 

MCLs status – not much activity due to COVID-19 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS: 

May 12, 2020 

June 9, 2020 
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