
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 

LANSING 

 

CONSTITUTION HALL • 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30473 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7973 

Michigan.gov/EGLE • 800-662-9278 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

DANIEL EICHINGER 
ACTING DIRECTOR 

 February 15, 2023 

 
VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
 
Gregory G. Gangnuss, GS-15, DAF 
AFCEC 
Chief, BRAC Program Management Division 
Installations Directorate 
2261 Hughes Avenue, Suite 155 
JBSA Lackland, Texas 78236-9853 
 
Dear Gregory G. Gangnuss: 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Early and Interim Remedial Actions to Remove Per- and 

Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) at the Former Wurtsmith Air Force 
Base (WAFB), Oscoda, Iosco County, Michigan, Site ID No. 35000058 

 
After the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 
received the PFAS Expanded Site Inspection and during the PFAS Remedial 
Investigation, EGLE requested early and Interim Remedial Actions (IRAs) in the 
following correspondence to the Air Force: 
 

 January 31, 2020 - Letter to Dr Stephen Termaath, Air Force, from Mike Neller, 
Director, Remediation and Redevelopment Division, EGLE, Interim Actions to 
remove Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS); Former Wurtsmith United 
States Air Force Base; Iosco County, Michigan; Site ID No. 35000058  
 

 March 23, 2021 - Letter to Dr. Stephen Termaath, Air Force, from Mike Neller, 
Director, Remediation and Redevelopment Division EGLE, Interim Action to 
Remove Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS); Former Wurtsmith Air 
Force Base; Iosco County, Michigan; Site ID No. 35000058 

 
After reviewing the PFAS data from the recent 2022 Remedial Investigation field 
seasons, along with past data (attached), EGLE is requesting the Air Force to 
implement the following early actions or IRAs to remediate PFAS contaminated 
groundwater and reduce risk to human health and the environment. EGLE is 
reemphasizing our request to remove PFAS contaminated groundwater in an early or 
IRA west of the Mission Street pump and treat system. The concentrations of PFAS in 
groundwater are high and are upgradient of marsh areas (Tuckers Swamp, Three Pipes 
drainage ditch, etc.). Additionally, EGLE requests the Air Force to perform an early 
action or IRAs to remove PFAS contamination in groundwater at and near the Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office and Landfill LF-30/31. High concentrations of PFAS 
in groundwater in these locations flow toward private property including a YMCA camp, 
and then toward Van Etten Lake.  



Gregory G. Gangnuss 2 February 15, 2023 
 

 

 
The attached table summarizes EGLE’s requests for early and IRAs to remove PFAS 
from WAFB. EGLE requests your attention to these matters and requests a written 
response by March 15, 2023. If necessary, EGLE is available to discuss the issues 
related to the WAFB.  
 
Should you require further information of a technical nature, please contact Beth Place, 
Superfund Section, Remediation and Redevelopment Division, at 517-899-7524; 
PlaceB1@Michigan.gov; or EGLE, P.O. Box 30473, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7973; or 
you may contact me. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Mike Neller, Director 
      Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
      517-512-5859 
 
Attachments 
cc/att: Dan Medina, Air Force 
  Steve Willis, Air Force 
  Bryan Lynch, Air Force 
  Josh Mosher, EGLE 
  David Kline, EGLE 
  John Bradley, EGLE  
  Charlie Bauer, EGLE  
  Beth Place, EGLE  
  Matt Baltusis, EGLE 
 





EGLE Requested Interim Remedial Action (IRA) Tracker

EGLE Area Description EGLE IRA Request Description AFCEC IRP*

AFCEC AFFF 

Area AFCEC Area Description

Date 

Requested
Ref. number

Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office 

(DRMO)

 EGLE requests Air Force perform an early or IRA to remove PFAS contamination in 

groundwater at and near DRMO and LF30/31.  High concentrations of PFAS in groundwater 

in these locations flow toward private property including a YMCA camp, and then toward 

Van Etten Lake. ST-69 Undesignated DRMO

 Feb 2023 3

Landfill LF30/31

EGLE requests Air Force perform an early or IRA to remove PFAS contamination in 

groundwater at and near DRMO and LF30/31.  High concentrations of PFAS in groundwater 

in these locations flow toward private property including a YMCA camp, and then toward 

Van Etten Lake.  LF30/31 17 Landfill LF30/31

 Feb 2023 3

West of Mission Street pump and treatment 

system(PTS) 2 Area 2 - Maintenance Hangar
 Feb 2023

Between FT002 and Mission Street PTS capture 

zones 7 Area 7 - Buildings 5091 and 5092
3/23/2021

Extension of Mission Street Groundwater PTS
9 Area 9 - WWTP Drying Bed (Sludge Spreading Areas)

 01/31/2020

14 Area 14 - Storm Sewer Line (Three Pipes Drain)

Site FT002 and Clark's Marsh (includes FT002)

EGLE requests the FT-02 groundwater pump and treatment system is expanded with 

additional extraction wells to capture PFAS contaminated groundwater where it exceeds 

Part 201 Groundwater-Surface Water Interface (GSI) criteria. FT-02 12 Former Fire Training Area FT02 and Clark’s Marsh 1/31/2020

1

1 Area 1 - Base Operation Apron (BOA)

15 Area 15 - Site SS-71

4 Area 4 - Alert Aircraft Area

6 Area 6 - Integrated Maintenance

WWTP Drying Bed (Sludge Spreading Areas) OT-35 9 WWTP Drying Bed (Sludge Spreading Areas) 1/31/2020
1, 2

WWTP (Aeration Lagoons, Seepage Lagoons, 

Sludge Disposal Area)
WP-32/WP-33 11

WWTP (Aeration Lagoons, Seepage Lagoons, Sludge 

Disposal Area)
1/31/2020

1

Ref. Number:

1

2

3

Notes:

DWC Drinking water criteria

IRA Interim Remedial Action

LHA Lifetime health advisory

NOW Need Our Water advocacy group

WWTP Waste-water treatment plant
* Note: Does not include all closed IRPs.

Van Etten Lake - Air Force Beach

Van Etten Lake - Pierce's Point

Significant levels of PFAS are migrating to and beyond the base boundaries toward 

residential areas and Van Etten Lake above the combined PFOA/PFOS LHA and Part 201 

DWC and Part 201 PFOS GSI criteria.

Removal of PFAS contaminated soil, sediment, and groundwater

near the former WTTP and upgradient of Clarks Marsh.

 •PFOS concentrations in soil and sediment exceed the Part 201 GSI Protection Criteria.

 •Groundwater with PFOS/PFOA concentrations above the LHA and Part 201 DWC, and Part 

201 GSI Criteria were detected.

This IRA request expands on the Expanded Site Inspection (ESI) report recommendation to 

extend the Mission Street PTS to capture groundwater with PFAS concentrations of 

PFOA/PFOS above the Lifetime Health Advisory, Part 201 Drinking Water Criteria, and PFOS 

above Part 201 Groundwater-Surface Interface criteria from ESI AFFF Areas 2 and 7. ESI 

AFFF Areas 2 and 7 are located upgradient of residentiall areas, marsh areas, and Three 

Pipes Drain.

SS-54

Undesignated

OT-35

Undesignated

1,2,3

March 23, 2021, Interim Action to Remove Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS); Former Wurtsmith Air Force Base; Iosco County, Michigan; Site ID No. 35000058, Letter from Mike Neller, Director of 

Remediation and Redevelopment Division, EGLE to Dr. Stephen Termaath, AFCEC/CIBE.

February 15 2023, Request for Early and Interim Remedial Actions to Remove Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) at the Former Wurtsmith Air Force Base (WAFB); Oscoda, Iosco County, Michigan, Site ID 

No. 35000058, Letter from Mike Neller, Director of Remediation and Redevelopment Division, EGLE to Gregory G. Gangnuss, AFCEC/CIBE.

1/31/2020
1

SS-05 1/31/2020
1

SS-71

January 31, 2020, Interim Actions to remove Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS); Former Wurtsmith United States Air Force Base; losco County, Michigan; Site ID No. 35000058, Letter from Mike Neller, 

Director of Remediation and Redevelopment Division, EGLE to Dr. Stephen Termaath, AFCEC/CIBE.
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