
  

 

 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/H 

Sent Via Email Only  

July 7, 2025 
File No. 16.0062961.71 
 
Ms. Karen Vorce, District Supervisor  
Grand Rapids District Office 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division  
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy  
350 Ottawa Avenue NW, Unit 10 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
vorcek@michigan.gov  
 
Re: Wolverine World Wide, Inc.  Consent Decree Court Case No. 1:18-cv-00039 
 Residential Well Sampling Completion Report Disapproval – Notice of Dispute  
 
Dear Ms. Vorce: 

In response to EGLE’s June 27, 2025 letter, Disapproval of the Residential Well Sampling 
Completion Report, the (“Disapproval”), Rose & Westra, a Division of GZA GeoEnvironmental, 
Inc. (R&W/GZA) submits this notice of dispute on behalf of Wolverine World Wide, Inc. 
(Wolverine) under paragraph 18.5 of the Wolverine Consent Decree (W.D. Mich. Case No. 1:18-
cv-39; “CD”). For the reasons summarized below, Wolverine disagrees with the Disapproval, 
and we write to initiate informal negotiations under Section XVIII of the CD. 

First, there is no basis for the Disapproval’s requirement to provide filters to homes with 
concentrations of PFAS Compounds below applicable criteria (Items 3–6, 8 in the Disapproval). 
Under paragraph 7.5(e) of the CD, Wolverine must offer a filter to any home with PFAS 
Compounds at concentrations that exceed applicable criteria for PFAS Compounds. There is no 
requirement for Wolverine to offer or provide filters to homes with concentrations of PFAS 
Compounds below applicable criteria, which the Disapproval now seeks to impose. 

Similarly, there is no basis for Wolverine to sample every home listed in the Disapproval (Items 
3–6, 8). Rather, the CD provides for “residential drinking water well sampling in the Filter Areas 
as set out in Appendix M—Statement of Work for Residential Well Sampling and the Response 
Activity Plan in Paragraph 7.4(c) [of the CD] to assess the risk to public health that may exist 
from PFAS Compounds.” Neither the Statement of Work in Appendix M to the CD nor the 
Response Activity Plan submitted under Paragraph 7.4(c) of the CD require indefinite 
resampling of every home in the Filter Areas that has ever had a detection of a PFAS Compound, 
which the Disapproval now seeks to impose. 

Rather, the CD, Statement of Work, and Response Activity Plan all contemplate a tiered 
sampling approach. There is no need, for example, to resample homes that have been 
connected to municipal water or received a filter. And there is no need to continually resample 
homes that have consistently been non-detect for PFAS Compounds. Where sampling indicates 
relative plume stability, there is no benefit to resampling homes that are consistently below 
applicable criteria without an upward trend in concentrations over time. So, for the reasons 
discussed in the Residential Well Sampling Completion Report, a tailored resampling approach 
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is necessary going forward to continue to narrow, identify, and focus attention on areas where residents might be 
exposed to PFAS Compounds in drinking water above applicable criteria.  

Wolverine’s proposal in the Residential Well Sampling Completion Report was supported by the data discussed and 
summarized in that report, all of which is incorporated here by reference. Wolverine’s proposal is a reasonable, flexible 
attempt to focus resources on identifying those areas where there may be a need to provide a resident with a filter. It 
is supported by the voluminous data collected to date indicating that indefinite resampling at every home is not 
necessary, and it is consistent with the tiered, iterative framework already agreed to in the CD, Statement of Work, 
and Response Activity Plan. 

Wolverine agrees that some additional residential well resampling is appropriate, and the Residential Well Sampling 
Completion Report proposed coordinating with EGLE to identify the scope for that resampling. Given the framework 
already agreed to in the CD and the voluminous data collected to date, however, there is no basis for resampling every 
home with a detection of PFAS Compounds below applicable criteria.  
 
We look forward to working with you to resolve these objections and develop a reasonable and appropriate residential 
well resampling plan as contemplated under paragraph 18.5 of the CD. Please let us know your availability for a 
meeting to discuss that plan at your earliest convenience. Thank you. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Rose & Westra, a Division of GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
 
 
 
Loretta J. Powers, CHMM Mark A. Westra  
Associate Principal        Principal  
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c: Mr. Dave Latchana–Wolverine Worldwide, Inc. via email David.Latchana@wwwinc.com 
 Ms. Erin Orndorff – Wolverine Worldwide, Inc. via email Erin.Orndorff@wwwinc.com 
 Mr. John V. Byl–Warner Norcross & Judd LLP via email jbyl@wnj.com 
 Mr. Scott M. Watson–Barnes and Thornburg LLP via email scott.watson@btlaw.com  
 Ms. Leah Gies – Michigan Department of Environment Great Lakes and Energy via email GiesL1@michigan.gov 
 Ms. Polly Synk–Michigan Department of Attorney General via email SynkP@michigan.gov  
 Ms. Danielle Allison-Yokom–Michigan Department of Attorney General via email AllisonYokomD@michigan.gov  


