STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

REMEDIATION AND REDEVELOPMENT DIVISION
GRETCHEN WHITMER PHILLIP D. ROOS
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR

August 13, 2025

VIA EMAIL ONLY

Dave Latchana

Associate General Counsel
Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated
9341 Courtland Drive NE

Rockford, Michigan 49341

Dear Dave Latchana:

SUBJECT: Disapproval of the Area 6 Completion Report; as Required by the Wolverine
World Wide, Incorporated Consent Decree Court Case No. 1:18-cv-00039
Location ID: 41001161 / House Street Disposal Area

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE),
Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has reviewed the Area 6 Completion Report
(Completion Report) submitted on February 19, 2025, by Rose & Westra, a Division of
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Incorporated (GZA) on the behalf of Wolverine World Wide,
Incorporated (Wolverine). The Completion Report is a requirement of the Consent
Decree (effective February 19, 2020) as described in Paragraph 7.12(a)(vi) of the
Consent Decree.

As outlined in Section XV (Submissions and Approvals) of the Consent Decree, after
receipt of any submission relating to Response Activities that is required to be submitted
for approval, EGLE may notify Wolverine that the submission is disapproved, if
applicable. The Completion Report is disapproved for the following reasons:

1. Section 9.3: The statement that “there were no parcels with concentrations of
PFAS Compounds above applicable criteria” is not correct. 7857 Strawberry
Lane NE, 2242 Strawberry Farm Street NE, 7619 Belmont Avenue NE, and
7530 Cloudberry Lane NE all have residential drinking water wells that have
detected PFAS in exceedance of the drinking water criteria. Additional
information and/or investigation is needed to determine that the PFAS above
criteria in these drinking water wells has been defined vertically and horizontally
as required by Paragraph 7.9(b)(i).

2. No long-term sampling of the Area 6 wells is proposed under this Completion
Report. Although some additional sampling is proposed as part of the Perimeter
Wells Completion Report, additional information and/or investigation is needed to
determine whether long-term sampling of these monitoring wells is warranted. At
a minimum, this information should include a discussion of residential well depths
and concentrations in relation to the monitoring well depths and concentrations.
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A plume stability analysis needs to be included in that determination per
Paragraph 7.9(b)(i).

3. Section 11.0: Please update the text to reflect the chosen Financial Assurance
Mechanism (FAM). Supporting documentation that shows how the final number
was calculated must be submitted in the Completion Report. Per Paragraph
7.12(b), a copy of the draft FAM should be included in the Completion Report.

o Upon receipt of approval from EGLE regarding the FAM, documentation of
a fully-funded and established FAM as described in Section 7.12(c) of the
Consent Decree needs to be submitted to EGLE prior to submission of the
final Area 6 Completion Report.

4. Figures 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, 1F, 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, and 2F: Please show all
of the monitoring wells that were used to model the potentiometric surface for
each interval (shallow and deep). Additional wells are depicted in the Area 6
Response Activity Plan, and it’s unclear if those wells are being used to make
these figures.

5. Figures 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, and 1F: Shallow groundwater wells on the North
Kent Landfill site identify a northerly localized groundwater flow direction, which
is contrary to the southerly, southeasterly, and southwesterly directions depicted
in the figures. Please update the figures or clarify if there is an additional aquifer
on that property that is not being mapped. The North Kent Landfill wells should
be included in the understanding of the Conceptual Site Model (CSM) for Area 6
or additional discussion should be provided if those wells are screened in a
separate groundwater unit.

6. Additional figures are needed to show the horizontal extent of the plume(s) in
more detail and identify which wells are being used to delineate the plume. By
only having an isocontour figure depicting Total PFAS across all groundwater
intervals, it's not clear at what depths and intervals the PFAS concentrations in
groundwater are above the drinking water criteria.

7. Figures 6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D: Please update the cross sections to draw an
outline of the plume area(s). This will aid in the 3-dimensional understanding of
the plume location(s) and to visualize how the contamination is delineated
horizontally and vertically.

8. Figures 6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D: Currently the groundwater table is depicted as
being located within and crossing through clay layers. Geologic interpretation
should be used, and these cross-sections updated to identify which of the
multiple aquifers (shallow, intermediate, deep, etc.) is being depicted on these
cross-sections.
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As provided for in Paragraph 15.8 of the Consent Decree, upon receipt of a notice of
disapproval, pursuant to Paragraph 15.7(3), Wolverine shall correct the deficiencies and
provide the revised Submission to EGLE for review and approval within sixty (60) days.
The deficiencies identified in this letter are based on representations and information
contained in the submittal. Therefore, additional supplementary information may be
necessary to address the deficiencies identified above.

Pursuant to Paragraph 15.8 of the Consent Decree, stipulated penalties begin accruing
on the date of this disapproval and will continue to accrue until EGLE receives an
approvable revised Submission. If the revised Submission is also disapproved, EGLE
may assess and demand payment of the stipulated penalties pursuant to Section XVII
(Stipulated Penalties).

If you should have further questions or concerns, please contact Leah Gies, Remediation
and Redevelopment Division, Grand Rapids District Office, at 616-215-4781 or at
GiesL1@Michigan.gov, or you may contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Karen Uosree

Karen Vorce

District Supervisor

Grand Rapids District Office

Remediation and Redevelopment Division
616-439-8008

VorceK@Michigan.gov

cc: John Byl, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
Scott Watson, Barnes and Thornburg LLP
Mark A. Westra, GZA
Loretta Powers, GZA
Polly Synk, Department of Attorney General
Danielle Allison-Yokom, Department of Attorney General
Dan Yordanich, EGLE
Ashley Coplin, EGLE
Lynn Gosson, EGLE
Leah Gies, EGLE



