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Dave Latchana 
Associate General Counsel 
Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated 
9341 Courtland Drive NE  
Rockford, Michigan 49341 

Dear Dave Latchana: 

SUBJECT: Resolution of Disputes Pertaining to the Residential Well Sampling Completion 
Report as Required by the Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated Consent Decree 
Court Case No. 1:18-cv-00039  
Location ID:  41001161 / House Street Disposal Area

Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated (Wolverine) invoked a dispute through its Notice of Dispute 
Letter dated July 7, 2025, to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE), under Section 18.5(c) of the Consent Decree (W.D. Mich. Case No. 1:18-cv-00039) 
pertaining to EGLE’s disapproval of the draft Residential Well Sampling Completion Report.   

After EGLE received the notice identified above, EGLE and Wolverine’s environmental 
consultant, GZA GeoEnvironmental, Incorporated (GZA), undertook informal negotiations and 
discussed Wolverine’s objections with certain conditions identified in EGLE’s June 27, 2025, 
Disapproval of the Residential Well Sampling Completion Report letter.  On July 28, 2025, 
EGLE agreed to extend the informal dispute resolution period through Friday August 15, 2025.   

Based on those informal negotiations, below is a summary of the resolutions to Wolverine’s 
July 7, 2025, Notice of Dispute Letter:  

1. Wolverine will submit a revised Residential Well Sampling Completion Report that will 
include a three-year residential well sampling plan.  After completion of the three years 
of residential well sampling, Wolverine will evaluate the data gathered in consultation 
with EGLE and propose a schedule for long-term sampling beyond the three years.  
EGLE wants it to be clear that after the three years of sampling, additional long-term 
residential well sampling will still need to be proposed and approved by EGLE for the 
remaining wells in the Filter Area that have not been approved as part of any well 
sampling cessation proposal.     

2. The revised Residential Well Sampling Completion Report will include a well sampling 
cessation proposal for a number of the residential wells located in the Filter Areas.  
Cessation of well sampling will be proposed based on, but not limited to, well location, 
well depth, sampling results, groundwater flow direction, and the overall conceptual site 
model (CSM).  EGLE will review the well sampling cessation proposal as part of the 
revised Residential Well Sampling Completion Report and determine if EGLE agrees 
that some wells within the Filter Areas no longer need to be sampled.   
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3. Though this issue wasn’t raised in Wolverine’s Notice of Dispute Letter, EGLE agrees 
that two Financial Assurance Mechanisms (FAMs) can be used to meet the FAM 
requirements of Paragraph 7.12(a)(ii)(C).  Supporting documentation that shows how the 
FAM numbers were determined must be included in the revised Residential Well 
Sampling Completion Report in order for EGLE to approve the FAM amounts.  A draft 
FAM or FAMs should also be included in the revised Residential Well Sampling 
Completion Report as described in Paragraph 7.12(b).   

EGLE and Wolverine have agreed that the revised Residential Well Sampling Completion 
Report will be submitted to EGLE within 60 days of receipt of this letter.  

If the revised Residential Well Sampling Completion Report is approvable, EGLE will send 
Wolverine an approval or approval with conditions letter requiring the Residential Well Sampling 
Completion Report to be finalized within 30 days of receipt of EGLE’s approval or approval with 
conditions letter.  The final approved Residential Well Sampling Completion Report must 
document a fully funded and established FAM.  If the FAM is not fully funded and established 
within that timeline, EGLE will send a disapproval letter and may assess and demand payment 
of the stipulated penalties that have been accruing since June 27, 2025, pursuant to Section 
XVII (Stipulated Penalties).   

If you should have further questions or concerns, please contact the Project Manager, Leah Gies, 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division, Grand Rapids District Office, at 616-215-4781 or 
GiesL1@Michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Vorce 
District Supervisor 
Grand Rapids District Office 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
616-439-8008 
VorceK@Michigan.gov 

cc:  Erin Orndorff, Wolverine World Wide, Inc. 
       John Byl, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
       Scott Watson, Barnes and Thornburg LLP 
       Mark A. Westra, GZA 
       Loretta Powers, GZA 
       Polly Synk, Department of Attorney General 
       Danielle Allison-Yokom, Department of Attorney General 
       Ashley Coplin, EGLE 
       Lynn Gosson, EGLE 
       Leah Gies, EGLE 


