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Dave Latchana 
Associate General Counsel 
Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated  
9341 Courtland Drive NE  
Rockford, Michigan 49341 

Dear Dave Latchana:  

SUBJECT: Notice of Approval with Conditions of the Groundwater-Surface Water 
Interface Response Activity Plan Completion Report; as Required by the 
Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated Consent Decree Court Case No. 
1:18-cv-00039  
Location ID No.:  41000451 

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division, has reviewed the Groundwater-Surface 
Water Interface (GSI) Response Activity Plan Completion Report (Completion Report) 
submitted on August 19, 2024, by Rose & Westra, a Division of GZA 
GeoEnvironmental, Incorporated (GZA) on the behalf of Wolverine World Wide, 
Incorporated (Wolverine).  The Completion Report is a requirement of the Consent 
Decree (effective February 19, 2020) as described in Paragraph 7.12(a)(viii) of the 
Consent Decree. 

As outlined in Paragraph 15 (Submissions and Approvals) of the Consent Decree, after 
receipt of any submission relating to Response Activities that is required to be submitted 
for approval, EGLE may notify Wolverine that the submission is approved with 
conditions, if applicable.  The Completion Report is approved with the following 
condition: 

 Section 9.4 of the Completion Report:  EGLE does not agree that the 
northeast end of the Wolven/Jewel Area is delineated laterally by pore-water 
samples.  As stated in Comment 5.a. of EGLE’s October 7, 2021, Approval with 
Conditions letter, WVNW-MW-202 appears to be located either in a wetland, or 
between two wetlands, where regular flooding occurs.  Without further wetlands 
delineation, any proposed remedy should extend at least as far northeast as 
WVNW-MW-202, given perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) was detected at 
WVNW-MW-202 above the GSI criteria.  Please revise Section 9.4 accordingly. 

EGLE’s approval is conditioned on Wolverine making the above change to the 
Completion Report.  If the above change is not made, EGLE’s approval of the 
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Completion Report is withdrawn.  The above change should be made and the final 
Completion Report provided to EGLE within 45 days of receipt of this letter. 

This approval with conditions of the Completion Report is based upon the 
representations and information contained in the submittal.  

Based on the results of the GSI Completion Report identifying per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) compounds venting into the Rogue River at concentrations above 
applicable criteria, EGLE anticipates Wolverine will submit a work plan(s) to address the 
venting of contaminated groundwater containing PFAS Compounds above applicable 
criteria into surface water by January 17, 2027, in order to receive credit under 
Paragraph 21.2(d) of the Consent Decree (refer to Paragraph 7.10(e)).  As further 
discussed in Paragraph 21, the Consent Decree does not rule out state claims for 
natural resource damages in the future. 

If you should have further questions or concerns, please contact Leah Gies, Remediation 
and Redevelopment Division, Grand Rapids District Office, at 616-215-4781 or at 
GiesL1@Michigan.gov, or you may contact me directly. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Vorce 
District Supervisor 
Grand Rapids District Office 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
616-439-8008 
VorceK@Michigan.gov 

cc:  John Byl, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
       Scott Watson, Barnes and Thornburg LLP 
       Mark A. Westra, GZA 
       Loretta Powers, GZA 
       Polly Synk, Department of Attorney General 
       Danielle Allison-Yokom, Department of Attorney General 
       Dan Yordanich, EGLE 
       Ashley Coplin, EGLE 
       Nancy Johnson, EGLE 
       Leah Gies, EGLE 


