"Mag Portell

N
From: sales@shorecom.us
Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2019 1:07 PM
To: Mary Portelt
Subject: RE: Canon copier

I have logged into the 5030 and found no saved images, scans or files. The internal hard drive contains a few
log files dating back 30 days and its operating system. The "save and scan" feature has never been setup or
configured on this machine. I have downloaded the log files for the available data and will store those on the

server for your review.
Rick

—eeemmaan Original Message ---------
Subject: Canon copier

From: "Mary Portell” <vke.clerk@kentcitymi.org>
Date: 5/7/19 12:10 pm
To: "'Shorecom WM™ <sales@shorecom.us>

Dear Rick: I am requesting that you backup any and all contents of the copier for the Canon C503(C that
is in the village clerk’s and village treasurer’s office.

Mary Portell, Clerk at the Village of Kent City
Phone: 616-678-7232 Fax:616-678-4256

Vke.clerk@kenteitymi.org



May 9, 2019

State of Michigan Bureau of Elections
Attn: Adam Fracessi

Richard Austin Building, 1* Floor

430 W Allegan

Lansing, M| 48918

Dear Adam,

I would like to address the allegation made by Steven Buckner regarding the Village of Kent City
Personnel’s use of Village equipment for campaign purposes. | did not, nor do | know of any use of
Viliage equipment or supplies for campaign purposes against Steve Buckner.

1. The allegation states that labels and envelopes were found on my desk. | do not know exactly
what Mr. Petruska saw on my desk, as he has not made the statement himself. | do know my
desk sits directly next to a supply cart that is full of mailing labels, envelopes, cardstock, sheet
protectors, etc. | have attached a photo of my desk in relationship to the cart. | use many
different kinds of labels in the course of my work. It would not be unusual to have labels and/or
envelopes sitting on my desk.

2. Mr. Buckner believes that the mailing list used for a mailing came from the Sewer Bill list. [ have
never printed a list from the sewer account for campaign purposes. The person who claimed to
have received a letter with a label that could only come from the Sewer list, doesn’t even have a
Sewer account. Her name would not be found on any Sewer list created from my computer.

3. Labels on my desk were not used in the Village office. This one has me stumped. Mr. Buckner
could not possibly know what labels | use in my day to day work. As | sit here, | can count at
least 6 different sizes and styles of labels that | use for various projects. Mr. Buckner and Mr.
Petruska have never come into the office and observed what | do in my position on a day to day
basis.

Just to reiterate, I did not, nor do 1 know of anyone using Village supplies or equipment to campaign
against Steve Buckner. The allegations he has made are completely fabricated and have no basis for a
complaint,

Thank you for your time and consideration with this matter. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions you may have.

Sincerely,
Debra A, Forth ‘
Village of Kent City Treasurer
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Dear Adam,

My name is Dennis Kaminski and | hold the appointed position of Zoning Administrator and
Code Enforcement Officer for the Village of Kent City. | received several harassing calls from Village
President, John Petruska during the course of my work. Council member, Steve Buckner made a mation
for my dismissal during a Village Council meeting, which did not receive support by any Council member.
This made for a tense working environment in the Village office. | felt that it would be in the best
interest of the Village for me to endorse Bert Rose for Village President and Mary Portell for Village
Clerk.

I am the author of the campaign flyer titled “Just the Facts”. | created this flyer on my home
computer and | took to FedEx to have copies printed. (I have attached the receipt from FedEx). On
November 5" or 6', Mr. Rose and myself hand delivered this flyer, along with a list of property
violations produced by Steve Buckner while out campaigning house to house throughout our Village. |
never mailed any letters to Village residents. | have no knowledge of who authored and mailed out the
other 3 page letter.

You can reach me at (616) 262-7580 if there is any other information you think | might be able
to supply.

Thank you,

<
Ertetey %7% aey-
Dennis Kaminski
Village of Kent City
Zoning Administrator & Code Enforcement
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DATE: May 10, 2019
TO: Bert Rose, Mary Portell
FROM: Greg Goss

At the regular monthly meeting of the Village Trustees last night (5/9/2019) | was made aware of a
campaign Finance Complaint filed with the State of Michigan by Steve Buckner. | wish to clarify two
items in that complaint, #3 & #5 as well as a handwritten note in section 5.

A couple months ago, | do not recall the exact date, Mr. Buckner called me and expressed concern that
the Village was planning to replace the copy machine. He alleged that copies of a campaign document
may have been made on that machine and he stated that the hard drive on the machine would contain
evidence of those copies. He wanted to make sure the hard drive was preserved. | told him | did not
believe such evidence would exist, but he needn’t worry because the Council had voted to put a new
copier in next year's budget and stick with the existing machine for now.

He also indicated that he was told the Village computers were being replaced in an effort to destroy
evidence. | told him that we have routinely replaced the desktop computers every 4 years and this year
is the normal year for that upgrade, however, we were looking at the whole computer system to get
away from our peer to peer network and upgrade to a domain-based server. 1 told him that we were
looking at updating the RAM in the two desktops, changing out the SCSI hard drives for SSD drives and
moving all the data to redundant hard drives on the server. He was concerned about what would
become of those old hard drives and | told him they would be preserved for FOIA purposes.

In his complaint, Mr. Buckner stated that | told him that | have knowledge of illegal document
production and duplication. | do not have a key to the Village office, | da not have alarm codes and | do
not have passwords for the computers. | have not seen, nor have | attempted to see, any digital
evidence of any kind that would either affirm or refute his claims. | regret that he construed from our
conversations that | was in possession of materials which would support his allegations.

The salient facts are these:

e At the time the letter(s) were produced and distributed | was on an extended vacation to the
East Coast. | did not return until October 12, 2018. Because of that extended vacation, | had
resigned from the Council in May 2018. | won election in November 2018 and returned to the
Council at the December 2018 meeting.

* Theindividuals named in the complaint did not initiate the plan to replace the computers, the
hard drives or the copy machine. The IT committee, of which | am a member, recommended
those actions.

* Preserving the hard drives was not motivated by any evidentiary purpose, it was because of the
Freedom of Information Act. The removed drives are in the possession of the Village's IT
supplier, Shorecomm WM LLC.

¢ | have no knowledge or evidence of any illegal activity by any individual.

R R

/



State of Michigan Bureau of Elections
Attn: Adam Fracessi

Richard Austin Building, 1¥ Floor
430 W Allegan

Lansing, Ml 48918

Dear Mr. Fracessi,

This letter is in response to a complaint filed by Steve Buckner regarding a possible
campaign violation. Steve believes village personnel may have used village equipment to
produce a letter sent out to village residents on my behalf I would like to address each
allegation individually

I (It appears that the letter originated in the village office by village personnel )
Yes, [ distributed a 2 page flyer prior to the election. This contained a flyer and a
list of property violations on certain properties within the village. (attached) The
fiyer | distributed was created by Dennis Kaminski on his home computer. The
list of property violations was produced by Steve Buckner and distributed at an
open Village Council meeting in September 2018. Dennis Kaminski took the
flyer and the list to FedEx on Alpine and had copies made (see attached letter
from Mr. Kaminski). We then hand delivered these to residents while out
campaigning the next day. This flyer was never sent through the mail by me or
anyone else.

t became aware of a different letter that was sent through the mail to certain
village residents. (attached) 1 do not know the author of this 2! letter, although
there have been several rumors floating about as to its origin. Again, [ was not
involved in the creation or distribution of the 2™ letter but [ am confident it did
not come from any village personnel or was it produced on village equipment.
Anyone can obtain a list of registered voters from the Township office with the
names and addresses of every registered voter in the village.

(3]

(The mailing list used appears to be from the Sewer Bill list). Paula Snoap was
the past Village Treasurer and also sits on the Zoning Board. In each instance,
she is known as Paula Snoap. Paula has grown up in the village and attended
Kent City High School where there she was known as Paula Fuller. it seems to me
that if the author of the 2" letter addressed it as Paula Snoap or Paula Fuller, the
author probably knows her and that she lives with her mother, Mrs. Fuller. We
live in very small village about 1,000 people. Everyone knows everyone in this
village. Also, it is my understanding that Paula’s home is not connected to our
sewer system so she wouldn’t be in our billing software.

3. (The letter was copied on the village copy machine). Greg Goss addresses this
issue in his letter that is attached. 1 did not nor do | have any knowledge of any
Village personnel using the village copier for campaign purposes.



4.

(Labels were on the Treasurer’s desk). The information supplied by Mr. Buckner
states that labels were found on the Treasurer’s desk. 1 can’t really address this
because Mr. Petruska has not made this claim directly 1 am curious as to how Mr
Buckner and Mr. Petruska know what kind of mailing labels are used in the
Village Office as neither one of them kept office hours and were only in the
building during Council meetings.

(Greg Goss indicated knowledge that the copier may have been used to copy the
letters). Greg Goss addressed this statement in his attached letter.

The root of this whole complaint stems from the belief that the second letter originated
from the village office. This is just not the case. First of all, I, as a Village Trustee, did
not have a key or access to the Village office after hours. Secondly, anyone in the village
could have, and in fact did, create and mail the second letter. There were 229 votes cast
against Mr. Buckner in this election which shows I was not the only person in this village
that did not want to see Steve Buckner elected as Clerk. [ did notice that Steve only sent
you part of our text conversation about the 2" letter. | have attached the whole
conversation so you can see he admitted that we were discussing two different letters.

Thank you for your consideration and 1 look forward to your determination in this matter

Sincerely,
Lo & /(ﬂ&—
Bert E. Rose

Village of Kent City, President

Attachments:

W~

ALY

The letter I distributed.

Notarized letter from Dennis Kaminski as to the origins of the flyer and copies
made.

Letter from Debra Forth, Village Treasurer regarding labels in the office.

The 2™ anonymous letter

Letter from Greg Goss regarding the statements made by Mr. Buckner

Full text message between myself and Steve Buckner.



@ %/ JUST THE FACTS!

John Petruska has not been in the Village office during office hours in
well over a year. After the October Village Council meeting, John stated he
was unable to work during office hours because he has a full time job that
makes it impossible. Bert Rose is retired. He does not have a job conflict
that would prevent him from doing his job during Viliage office hours.

Steve Buckner would like to be the Village Clerk. Does he have any
experience with the position? Steve also has a full time job that would
prevent him from being in the Village office during normal office hours. In
order for Steve to accept the position, the Village would have to hire
additional staff just to cover the hours that Mary Portell puts in.

For the past 2 years, John and Steve have been spending your tax
dollars on attorney fees. Here are a few examples of their spending.

e Over $3,000.00 harassing Bert Rose, Dennis Kaminski, Mary
Portell. They call the attorney over and over trying to find
reasons for their dismissai. Thankfully, they haven’t had much
luck!

* Without Council consent, they spent over $3,000 on a private
sale between Kent City Baptist Church and a potential buyer.
That deal did not go through. Tyrone Township ended up
purchasing the property to use for the new library.

That is over $6,000 neediessly spent on attorney fees that could have
been spent on items the Village needs, such as new playground

equipment, handicap picnic tables or water and restrooms for Ball Creek
Park.

John Petruska and Steve Buckner would like to fire the Zoning
Administrator based on a list that they have personally compiled of
violations here in the Village. The Zoning Administrator does not feel that
such trivial violations should result in a ticket being issued. Is your address
on this list?

Do you want to live Your life in Your Village, or Their life, in Their Village?

Vote No to John Petruska and Steve Buckner!
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Dear Adam,

My name is Dennis Kaminski and | hold the appointed position of Zoning Administrator and
Code Enforcement Officer for the Village of Kent City. | received several harassing calls from Village
President, John Petruska during the course of my work. Council member, Steve Buckner made a motion
for my dismissal during a Village Council meeting, which did not receive support by any Council member.
This made for a tense working environment in the Village office. | felt that it would be in the best
interest of the Village for me to endorse Bert Rose for Village President and Mary Portell for Village
Clerk.

I'am the author of the campaign flyer titled “Just the Facts”. | created this flyer on my home
computer and | took to FedEx to have copies printed. (I have attached the receipt from FedEx). On
November 5% or 6™, Mr. Rose and myself hand delivered this flyer, along with a list of property
violations produced by Steve Buckner while out campaigning house to house throughout our Village. 1
never mailed any letters to Village residents. | have no knowledge of who authored and mailed out the
other 3 page letter.

You can reach me at (616) 262-7580 if there is any other information you think | might be able
to supply.

Thank you,

Yy .

Dennis Kaminski
Village of Kent City
Zoning Administrator & Code Enforcement
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State of Michigan Bureau of Elections
Attn: Adam Fracessi

Richard Austin Building, 1** Floor

430 W Allegan

Lansing, M| 48918

May 9, 2019

Dear Adam,

I would like to address the allegation made by Steven Buckner regarding the Village of Kent City
Personnel’s use of Village equipment for campaign purposes. | did not, nor do | know of any use of
Village equipment or supplies for campaign purposes against Steve Buckner.

1. The allegation states that labels and envelopes were found on my desk. ! do not know exactly
what Mr. Petruska saw on my desk, as he has not made the statement himself. | do know my
desk sits directly next to a supply cart that is full of mailing labels, envelopes, cardstock, sheet
protectors, etc. | have attached a photo of my desk in relationship to the cart. | use many
different kinds of labels in the course of my work. It would not be unusual to have labels and/or
envelopes sitting on my desk.

2. Mr. Buckner believes that the mailing list used for a mailing came from the Sewer Bill list. | have
never printed a list from the sewer account for campaign purposes. The person who claimed to
have received a letter with a label that could only come from the Sewer list, doesn’t even have a
Sewer account. Her name would not be found on any Sewer list created from my computer.

3. Labels on my desk were not used in the Village office. This one has me stumped. Mr. Buckner
could not possibly know what labels | use in my day to day work. As | sit here, | can count at
least 6 different sizes and styles of labels that | use for various projects. Mr. Buckner and Mr.
Petruska have never come into the office and observed what | do in my position on a day to day
basis.

Just to reiterate, | did not, nor do | know of anyone using Village supplies or equipment to campaign
against Steve Buckner. The allegations he has made are completely fabricated and have no basis for a
complaint.

Thank you for your time and consideration with this matter. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions you may have.

Sincerely,

WSy

Debra A. Forth -
Village of Kent City Treasurer
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