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My second post to the page was a Sunday, February 7, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. Again, from 
my residence, and from my cell phone. (Please see Attachment 4) My third post was on Sunday, 

February 28, 2016 at 10:08 a.m., again from my cell phone and on a picture clearly taken on my 
cell phone. (Please see Attachment 5). My next five posts were again either on a Sunday or a 

weekday, early morning hours or evening from my cell phone. Witaout getting repetitive, I 
have posted on this Face book page a total of 13 times and only 2 of which were during what 

would be considered "normal business hours:· Nonetheless, both posts that were done during 

"normal business hours" were done from my cell phone and while I was either on my lunch 
break, break or simply not in the office. I have never used my county issued computer or 

equipment to post to this page. Every message received through the page gives an alert to my 

cell phone and email of RansomLegal@gmail.com. And any response is through the same. I am 

surprised my response time is represented as so fast by Facebook as there a ears to be some 

posts that I have not responded to. (See Attachm nt 4 

I have also designated admins on Facebook, other than myself. to edit, manage, and post 

to the page as necessary, only further evidencing posts coming from locations outside ofthe 

office. The reason I also bring this up is in reference to the page comment under the photo 

provided by Mr. Harwell as his Attachment 10. The comment was made by someone at their 

residence, but also on my page as an admin. thus making it look like its actually coming from my 

page. I have confinned that this was in fact done out of the office ancl at her residence while she 

was out for vacation. It is clear from the statement "when I am not there." -- ~ 

As a County Prosecutor, and as other elected officials, I am nG>t always in my office 

during what would be considered "nonnal business" hours. My hours vary, and many times I am 

working in the early morning hours, evenings and weekends. It is common that I am out of the 

office at meetings, court and other functions that make it impossible fm rne tom~ 

would be considered "normal business hours." ~ 

In response specifically to the photo with the coffee cup; that picture was taken by 

using a phone and posted with a phone and not using any county property. The post references 

myself, as prosecutor, being at work and thanking the ladies at Cornerstone Coffee Mcbain for 

the coffee. It in no way depicts a violation of MCL 169.257 of using County Stationary to 

"make a contribution or expenditure or provide volunteer person services." Nor was it my 

intent to do so. This photo in no way represents my oVvn personal opinion as that of the agency as 

prohibited Sec. 15.342(2) and as quoted by Mr. Harwell. Nonetheless, to go even further to 

ensure compliance, I have since then removed the photo from public view. 

-----
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In response to the petition circulation: Again I did not use County property, personnel, 

property or resources to circulate petitions. All signatures were obtained in compliance with 
campaign laws. The Petitions themselves in no way serve as evidence to the contrary. 14 of the 

signatures were not obtained by myself, but by James Bosscher. Most of the others were 
obtained at functions outside of a county organized function : one in particular is my pistol league 
at the Missaukee Gun Club. 

In response to my Campaign Cover Page. The specific assertion is that my Sec. 7 

typing of"Business Address" of P.O. Box 348, Lake City, MI 49651 is assuming that I use that 

for mailing. Although that is the P.O. Box for the Prosecutor's office in Missaukee, it is very 

clear from the form itself that I never intended for mail to be circulated or received by using the 

P.O. Box 348. On that same form, it clearly states on Sec. 5 "Committee's Mailing Address" 
as 6782 S. Lucas Road, McBain MI 49657. Again on Sec 8. The Designated Record Keeper's 
Name and Mailing Address is: Melissa J. Ransom, 6782 S. Lucas Road McBain, MI 49657. 

(Please reference "Candidate Committee Cover Page provided by Mr. Harwell as his 
attachment 12) I have never received mail at the P.O. Box 348. All campaign correspondence 

has been going to my correct committee mailing address. Ironically, Mr. Harwell used a very 

old P.O. Box 363 to send this complaint. That P.O. Box belongs to the former Prosecutor, Mr. 
William Donnelly, who this complaint was actually sent to and subsequently forwarded to me. 

P.O. Box 363 has no connection to our current office. 

I want to thank you for your time to look into this matter further and review my response. 

It is my utmost desire to ensure that I am in compliance and find it unsettling that it has been 

called into question. Please feel free to contact my with any questions that may arise. 

Sincerely, 

CD 
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Cameron Harwell 
121 North Mitchell Street 
Cadillac, Michigan 49601 

Dear Mr. Harwell: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

R um JoHNSON, SECRETARY oF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

August 16, 2016 

The Department of State (Department) has concluded its investigation of the complaint you filed 
against Melissa Ransom, which concerned an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. This letter concerns the 
disposition of your complaint. 

You filed your complaint on May 4, 2016. Ms. Ransom filed an answer on May 24, 2016, and 
you filed a rebuttal statement on June 10, 2016. 

In Michigan it is unlawful for a public body or an individual acting on its behalf to use or 
authorize the use of"funds, personnel, office space, computer hardware or software, property, 
stationery, postage, vehicles, equipment, supplies, or other public resources to make a 
contribution or expenditure[.]" MCL 169.257(1). A knowing violation of section 57 is a 
misdemeanor offense. MCL 169.257(4). 

Your complaint alleged that Ms. Ransom used county funds or resources to with regard to her 
"Keep Melissa Ransom Missaukee County Prosecutor" campaign Face book page. You alleged 
that Ms. Ransom updated this Facebook page during business hours, and by doing so she 
"campaign[ ed] during working hours a public officer." You further alleged that Ms. Ransom 
listed her county mailing address and telephone number on her 2015 October Quarterly 
campaign statement cover page in contravention of the Act. You finally alleged that Ms. 
Ransom circulated her nominating petitions "using public buildings, staff and other resources." 

As evidence, you provided a screenshot of Ms. Ransom's Facebook information page which 
listed her county phone number and county email address, 4 screenshots which indicate the 
Facebook page was updated or posted to during normal business hours, a copy of Ms. Ransom's 
2015 October Quarterly campaign finance statement cover page, and copies of 3 nominating 
petitions which contain signatures dated on weekdays. 

The Department first notes that the mere appearance of Ms. Ransom's county phone number and 
county email address on her campaign Face book page and campaign finance report does not give 
rise to a contribution or expenditure by the county. In order for a violation of section 57 to 
occur, county funds must be spent or county equipment or resources must be used in furtherance 
of a candidate's nomination or election. In her answer to your complaint, Ms. Ransom asserted 
that she has never received a phone to her county phone or an email to her county email 
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regarding her campaign. She further asserted that all campaign activity is conducted through her 
personal cellphone, which is not county-issued, and her personal email account. Additionally, 
Ms. Ransom has stated that the Facebook page has now been updated to include only her 
personal cellphone number and email address. 

No evidence has been offered that would support a determination that Ms. Ransom actually 
conducted any campaign business using her county phone or county email account, and Ms. 
Ransom denies using her county phone or county email to conduct campaign activity. Because 
the evidence you have provided is insufficient for the Department to determine that the county 
office phone or county email was used for any campaign activity, this portion of your complaint 
is dismissed. 

Your complaint also alleged that Ms. Ransom expended county funds in contravention of the Act 
by updating her campaign Face book page during business hours. You provided screenshots 
which show that the page was updated or posted to on four occasions during normal business 
hours. 

In her response, Ms. Ransom asserted that she has posted to the page twice during "what would 
be considered 'normal business hours [,]'"but those posts were made while she was on her lunch 
break, break, or not in the office. She further asserted that she made the posts from her personal 
cellphone and that she has never used a county-issued computer or county-issued equipment to 
post to the Facebook page. She also asserted that she there are other administrators of the page 
who can edit, manage, and post to the page. Ms. Ransom stated that her hours vary, and that she 
does not always work normal business hours, but sometimes works early morning hours, 
evenings, and weekends, and that she is out of the office often for meetings and court 
appearances. 

Because no evidence was provided to the contrary, the Department takes Ms. Ransom at her 
word that the 2 updates or posts made by her during normal business were done while Ms. 
Ransom was on a break or away from her office, and that she used her own personal cellphone. 
Because the evidence is insufficient to support a determination that Ms. Ransom expended 
county funds to update her campaign Face book page, this portion of your complaint is dismissed. 

Finally, you alleged that Ms. Ransom circulated nominating petitions using county resources or 
staff. As evidence you provided copies of three nominating petitions which contain signatures 
dated on weekdays. 

In her response, Ms. Ransom asserted that she did not usc county property, personnel or 
resources to circulate the petitions. 
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The three petition sheets provided as evidence by you is insufficient to support a determination 
that the petitions were circulated using any county resources. While they may have been 
circulated on weekdays, the Department has no evidence that they were circulated on county 
time or using county resources. Therefore, this portion of your complaint is also dismissed. 

Sincerely, 

~~A~~~ 
Lori A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 




