
























































STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RTJTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

LANSING 

September 21, 2017 

RECEIVED 
SEP 25 2017 

CIVIL 
LITIGATION, EMPLOYMENT 

& ELECTIONS 
DIVISION 

Margaret Nelson, Assistant Attorney General 

Complex Litigation Manager 

Executive Division 

Department of Attorney General 

P.O. Box 30212 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Re: 	August 24, 2017 Robert LaBrant Campaign Finance Complaint 

Dear Ms. Nelson: 

The Secretary of State and Bureau of Elections acknowledge receipt of your letter dated August 30, 2017 in 

reference to the above-captioned matter. In view of the fact that the complaint filed by Robert LaBrant does 

not contain evidence of alleged wrongdoing by Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and Secretary Johnson was not 

personally involved in any of the actions that spurred him to complain, this letter serves as the sole response 

from the Department of State (Department). 

Mr. LaBrant alleges that the Bureau of Elections (Bureau) and I, as Director of Elections and Secretary to the 

Board of State Canvassers (Board), violated section 57 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, MCL 169.257. His 

complaint is based on the long standing practice for the voluntary "approval as to form" staff consultation 

process that occurred prior to the August 17, 2017 Board meeting, at which I recommended the approval of the 

form of the constitutional amendment petition filed by Voters Not Politicians (VNP), a ballot question 

committee. Mr. LaBrant's allegations have no legal or factual basis and demonstrate a fundamental 

misunderstanding of the Bureau's longstanding practice of reviewing statewide petitions for compliance with 

the technical formatting requirements of the Michigan Constitution and Michigan Election Law, MCL 168.1 et 

seq. 

Under MCL 169.257(1), public bodies or individuals acting on their behalf are barred from using public 

resources, including personnel, computer hardware or software, or similar assets to make a "contribution" or 

"expenditure" as defined in the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), MCL 169.201 et seq. Notably, MCL 

169.257 includes a number of exceptions that allow public bodies, their employees, and elected or appointed 

public officials to carry out their official government duties - even when those duties intersect with certain 
election-related activities (i.e., making petition forms available to candidates, furnishing voter registration lists 

that assist campaigns with voter contact, providing access to daily absent voter activity reports, and so on). 

These exceptions demonstrate the legislature's sensitivity to the fact that public bodies and individuals acting on 

their behalf must be able to do their jobs without running afoul of the MCFA. 

Since at least the 1970s, the Bureau has made its staff available to statewide proposal sponsors for consultations 

regarding numerous legal formatting requirements that apply to each petition type; this optional "approval as to 

form" process is detailed in the Initiative and Referendum Petitions publication (Publication) referenced in the 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 
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complaint. The Publication explains the purpose behind this process: "While Michigan election law does not 

require the pre-approval of the petition form, such approval greatly reduces the risk that signatures collected on 

the form will be ruled invalid due to formatting defects."' 

For nearly fifty years,2  the Bureau has engaged in these consultations with countless petition sponsors without 

drawing a single Campaign Finance Act complaint - until now. Although the complaint presents a novel legal 

theory which, if adopted, would omit from Board and Bureau consideration an important aspect of the technical 

form of a petition to amend the Constitution, it is important to understand that the process used to evaluate 

VNP's technical compliance was exactly  the same process that has been used and widely accepted for almost 

five decades. 

As a proposal to amend the Michigan Constitution, the VNP petition must strictly comply with MI Const. Art. XII 

Sec. 2 and MCL 168.482. Mr. LaBrant erroneously alleges that the Bureau is not authorized (or exceeded its 

authority) to consult with petition sponsors regarding the provisions of the existing constitution that would be 

"altered or abrogated" by the proposal if it were to be adopted by the voters. Yet a review of the plain language 

of applicable laws demonstrates that the republication requirement is one element of the technical  form of the 

petition and the proper subject of Board consideration and staff consultation.3  

Under MCL 168.482(3), 

If the proposal would alter or abrogate an existing provision of the constitution, the petition  

shall so state  and the provisions to be altered or abrogated shall be inserted,  preceded by the 

words: 

'Provisions of existing constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted.' 

This "republication requirement" is obligatory; a petition that only substantially complies with MCL 168.482 is 

fatally flawed.4  Courts have held that the failure to republish a provision that would be altered or abrogated by 

a proposed constitutional amendment renders the proposal ineligible for placement on the ballot,' and the 

Board has a duty to reiect a constitutional amendment petition if it fails to comply with the republication  

requirement.' 

The statutory republication requirement derives from MI Const. Art. XII Sec. 2, which provides, 

Any such petition shall be in the form, and shall be signed and circulated in such manner, as 

prescribed bylaw. Such proposed amendment, existing provisions of the constitution which 

1 
See Publication, p. 2. 

2  The approval as to form process pre-dates the enactment of MCL 169.257 by decades. See 1995 PA 264. Indeed, the 
Bureau's practice of offering staff-level consultations was well established by the time that MCL 169.257 was debated and 

adopted by the legislature. Had the legislature perceived this technical review process to be an illegal contribution or 
expenditure of public resources, it could have explicitly barred the practice then (or in any of the 22 years that have elapsed 
since the original statute was enacted). 
3 The Bureau acknowledges that it would be improper for its staff to provide advice or direction regarding the substantive 

content of a proposal. In the context of the VNP petition, this would include such subjects as the standards or methods to 
be used in establishing district boundaries, the process for selecting members of the Independent Citizens Redistricting 

Commission, and so on. 
4  Stand Up for Democracy v Board of State Canvassers, 492 Mich 588 (2012). 
5 

Protect Our Jobs v Board of State Canvassers, 492 Mich 763 (2012). 
6  MI Campaign for New Drug Policies v Board of State Canvassers, MI Court of Appeals Dkt No 243506 (2002). 
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would be altered or abrogated thereby, and the question as it shall appear on the ballot shall be 

published in full as provided by law. Copies of such publication shall be posted in each polling 

place and furnished to news media as provided bylaw. 

The legislature implemented this voter notice requirement by enacting MCL 168.480 (directing the Secretary of 

State to make arrangements to post the full text of each statewide proposal in every precinct in this state) and 

MCL 168.482 (requiring that the petition form notify voters at the time of circulation that the identified 

constitutional provisions would be altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted). In other words, the legal 

mandate to republish rests with both the petition sponsor and Secretary of State, and compliance with the 

republication requirement is both a prerequisite to ballot eligibility and an independent legal obligation of the 

Secretary of State. 

To the extent that Mr. LaBrant claims that I and Bureau staff must abstain from assessing whether a petition 

proposing constitutional amendment complies with this requirement (and refrain from advising the Board 

accordingly), he fails to recognize that republication is a question of form that is separate and distinct from the 

body or substance of a proposal. Notably, the republication of "Provisions of existing constitution altered or 

abrogated by the proposal if adopted[,]" appears beneath its own heading following the full text of the proposal, 

and the republished provisions are not re-enacted as part of the text of the Constitution upon adoption of the 

proposal by voters. Quite simply, the republished provisions are part of the technical form of the petition, not 

the text or body of the proposal itself. 

While the Board and Bureau are authorized to consider a petition's compliance with the republication 

requirement in the context of approving a petition as to form, the VNP proposal presented unique challenges in 

its scope and complexity. It proposed to amend eleven different sections and three separate Articles of the 

Michigan Constitution, impacting all three branches of government. To complicate matters further, the sponsor 

submitted six different versions of the VNP proposal, each of which required thorough review by staff. My staff 

and I questioned VNP on its legal rationale for republishing certain provisions as "abrogated," so as to 

understand why VNP believed its proposal would abrogate the republished sections of the Constitution.' We 

learned that the Bureau and VNP had a fundamental difference of opinion regarding the legal interpretation of 

"abrogated" and in the end, the Bureau and VNP were unable to reach a common understanding of the meaning 

of that term.8  

Subsequently, VNP decided on its own  to change its petition form. The final version of the VNP petition (filed 

August 14,2017) "altered" (amended) those sections of the Constitution that VNP previously claimed were 

"abrogated." The proponents of the VNP petition devised this apparent strategy on their own; at no time  did I 

or Bureau staff demand or insist that VNP modify its petition to include or exclude specific provisions as "altered 

or abrogated" by the proposal. Nor did we suggest that VNP "alter" specific provisions of the Constitution in lieu 

of republishing those provisions as "abrogated." 

Nonetheless, Mr. LaBrant erroneously alleges that "[t]he Bureau's staff has worked with [VNP] to craft and edit 

language used in the text of the proposal and helped to identify where the Constitution has been altered or 

abrogated in their proposal." His statement is factually inaccurate and unsupported by evidence. 

7  These discussions are described in the transcript of the August 17, 2017 meeting of the Board of State Canvassers, which 
were provided to you on August 30, 2017 pursuant to your request. See Transcript pp. 7-8. 
8  During the staff review process, Bureau staff and I conferred with representatives of the Department of Attorney General, 
who act as both the Bureau's legal counsel and counsel to the Board. The Department of Attorney General, as our legal 
counsel, did not at any point during the staff review process indicate that any aspect of the review deviated from 
acceptable standard practices for the optional "approval as to form" process. 
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While Mr. LaBrant's written statement briefly refers to the six petition drafts, he did not provide any evidence to 

support his claim that Bureau staff actually drafted or edited the text of the VNP proposal. Additionally, Mr. 

LaBrant did not attempt to procure copies of the initial drafts of the petition from the Bureau until he submitted 

a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request on September 6, 2017, nearly two weeks after he filed his 

complaint. Had Mr. LaBrant requested copies of these records prior to the filing of his complaint, he likely 

would have concluded independently that VNP was never advised by me or Bureau staff to alter specific 

constitutional provisions to comply with the republication requirement of MCL 168.482. 

Not only is the complainant unable to produce evidence of wrongdoing, but the evidence he did provide actually 

supports the Bureau's position. Specifically, the Publication states the following: 

"Please note that while staff consultations include a thorough review of whether the petition complies 

with the technical formatting requirements described below, the following features are not subject to 

staff review and are solely the responsibility of the petition sponsor: type size, the substance of the 

proposal which appears on the signature side of the petition, and the manner in which the proposal 

language is affixed to the petition." See p. 1. 

"The Board's approval process does not include a review of the language or summary of the proposed 

initiative or referendum, or the manner in which the proposal language is affixed to the petition." See p. 

2. 

"If the proposal would alter or abrogate one or more existing provisions of the State Constitution, the 

full text of the provision or provisions which would be altered or abrogated by the proposal shall appear 

beneath the proposal, preceded by the words: 'Provisions of existing constitution altered or abrogated 

by the proposal if adopted." See p.6. 

Notably absent from the Publication is any instruction that indicates that the optional review undertaken by 

Bureau staff omits any consideration of the petition's compliance with the republication requirement. 

The burden of proving that there may be reason to believe that a violation of MCL 169.257 occurred rests 

exclusively with Mr. LaBrant, but in an effort to bring this matter to a prompt conclusion, I have provided copies 

of these drafts as enclosures with this letter. Of note, VNP's original draft (filed June 28, 2017) republished a 

total of nine constitutional provisions, four of which were "altered" (amended) and five of which were 

"abrogated." Subsequent versions: 

Made adjustments to the text of the proposal that were not requested by me or Bureau staff (Examples: 

Drafts 2 and 3, dated July 14 and 23, 2017, respectively, which changed a deadline, adjusted the 

qualifications of commissioners, and republished a new constitutional provision that was not suggested 

by me or Bureau staff); 

Corrected conspicuous typographical errors identified by Bureau staff  (Example: Draft 4, dated July 27, 

2017, which added a citation, corrected one misspelled word and republished Art. V Sec. 2 with the 

proposed amendatory language in full); and 

Fixed an error identified by VNP  (Example: Draft 5, dated August 10, 2017, which fixed a reference to 

an incorrect section number). 

The applicable legal standard for determining whether there may be reason to believe that a violation of MCL 

169.57 occurred is whether the Bureau has made a "contribution" or "expenditure" of public resources. None of 

the nominal modifications to Draft 4 of the VNP petition form - the only  draft/revision requested by the Bureau - 
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amount to an illegal contribution or expenditure. Rather, the feedback given by Bureau staff was, at the very 

most, incidental to the possible future qualification of the VNP proposal. In an Interpretive Statement issued to 

the complainant, Mr. LaBrant, on December 15, 2009, the Department explained that it applies, 

an objective test to determine whether a contribution or expenditure has been made with 

respect to a ballot question, 'whether the payment directly influences or attempts to influence 

the qualification of a ballot question on an election regarding that question[,]' and the corollary 

that no expenditure occurs if its impact is incidental to the qualification, passage, or defeat of 

the ballot question. 

Bureau staff did not confer with VNP for the purpose of directly influencing, attempting to influence, assisting or 

attempting to assist VNP in qualifying for the ballot; the ultimate purpose of these staff consultations (which, 

again, are part of an optional service offered to petition sponsors) was to advise the Board to the best of our 

ability whether the VNP petition complied with the technical formatting requirements of the law. 

In closing, lam mindful that the people reserved the right to amend their Constitution through the popular 

initiative process. Almost a half century ago, the Board and Bureau implemented a voluntary pre-circulation 

approval process that enables petition sponsors to avail themselves of the expertise of Bureau staff who are 

experienced in this area of law. Pre-approval is not a requirement to qualify a ballot question. These 

consultations are offered without regard to the sponsor's partisan persuasion or the merits of the substance of 

any initiative or referendum proposal. Bureau staff should be encouraged to detect and work with sponsors to 

rectify obvious technical deficiencies in the formatting of an initiative or referendum petition. To conclude 

otherwise would constitute an enormous disservice to petition sponsors, the voters who sign their petitions, and 

the volunteers and staff who circulate the petitions. I emphatically deny that Secretary Johnson, myself, or the 

Bureau committed any violation of the Campaign Finance Act, and there is no actual evidence offered in this 

complaint to the contrary. The Department simply adhered to the long-established and heretofore undisputed 

procedure of the Board and Bureau. I respectfully ask that you promptly dismiss Mr. LaBrant's complaint as 

lacking any support in law or fact. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Williams 

Director of Elections 

c: Secretary of State Ruth Johnson 

Enclosures 



Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net > 
Sent 	 Wednesday, June 28, 2017 11:40 AM 
To: 	 Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Cc: 	 Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS); Thomas, Christopher (MDOS); Williams, Sally (MDOS) 
Subject: 	 RE: Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee 
Attachments: 	 VOTERS NOT POLITICIANS PETITION SIGNATURE PAGE.pdf 

-Attached please our revised signature page. 

We have finalized the language for our proposal. I am proofreading it one more time and will have it to you 
this afternoon. The proposal will be approximately 7 pages long (on a 8.5 x 14 page). I may not have a frill 
mock up today. Since it is my understanding that you will be reviewing our proposal for abrogation issues, I 
was planning on sending it to you in an 8.5 x 11 format for your convenience in printing and reading it. It will 
be in one of the SOS recommended fonts (Anal) and in the appropriate type sizes. Is this acceptable to you for 
your review? 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On June 14, 2017 at 3:40 PM "Malerman, Melissa (MDOS)" <malermanm(iDmichigan.gov> 
wrote: 

I've got a few comments on your draft signature page — 

Please add the following to the heading: "FOR THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT AND 

PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING CONSTITUTION THAT ARE ALTERED OR ABROGATED BY THE PROPOSAL IF 
ADOPTED, SEE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PETITION." 

You may wish to include the date of the election, but you are not required to (Nov. 6, 2018). 

•• The out-of-state circulator check box must be more prominent—please bold and make larger. 

We've had some preliminary discussions regarding the bar code — I wanted to make sure that you 
understand that the Board has never been presented with a petition that contains a bar code. I 
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anticipate questions regarding what data is tied to the bar code (both at the time of printing and after 

scanning it into Alan's system), who will have access to the data, can the bar code be smaller, can you 

use a OR code instead, etc. It would be helpful to have additional discussions on this if you intend to 

proceed, as it will help us decide whether we, as staff, will recommend approval as to form of a petition 

that includes a bar code. We are cognizant that some voters may be reluctant to sign or might question 

your circulators re: voter privacy. Given the scrutiny that this petition is likely to invite, we encourage 

you to carefully consider whether you still want to use a bar code. 

When you're ready, we do need to see the full text of the proposal and summary — we need to ensure 

that the summary is accurate. We will also consider whether the petition includes all of the provisions 

of the existing constitution that are altered or abrogated, but the primary responsibility for this task falls 

to the sponsor. 

Looking forward to your next submission! 

Thanks, 

Melissa 

  

   

From: James Lancaster [mailtodancaster-law@comcastnet] 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2017 7:39 PM 
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS); Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS); Pierce, Carol (MDOS) 
Cc: Alan Fox; emangino@mac.com; pkleemann@inlandoress.com; Nancy Wang; Jamie Lyons-Eddy; Katie 
Fahey 
Subject: Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee 

Melissa: 

Following up on your voicemail message to me, attached is a pdf of the signature page for our 
petition. You had requested that I forward this as soon as it is available to expedite your office's 
review of our petition. 

There are still a few unsettled issues on this page of the petition; but I don't believe any of them 
are issues you review: 

The address in the committee identification at the bottom is not filled in because we are 
considering a change of address. 

The bar code is probably going to be small than is shown. Our consultants have not yet 
determined what technology is going to be used; however, it will be in that location. When we 
met with Ms. Bourbonais et. at. last week it was our understanding that your office had no 
objection to the barcode or its location. 
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3. We have not yet settled on the introduction language at the top of the petition, below the 
heading. My understanding is that you do not review this language, so I assume this is not a 
problem. 

If you or anyone else on your team has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 
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(Date) 

INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

A proposal to amend the Michigan Constitution to create an Independenttitizens Redistricting Commission. If adopted, this amendment would transfer the authority to draw Congressional and State Legislative district lines from the Legislature and Governor to the 
Independent Commission. The selection process will be administered by the Secretary of State. Thirteen commissioners will be randomly selected from a pool of registered voters, and consist of four members who self-identify with each of the two major political parties, 
and five non-affiliated, independent members. Current and former partisan elected officials, lobbyists, party officers and their employees are not eligible to serve. The proposal is to be voted on in the November 6, 2018 General Election. 

FOR THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT AND PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING CONSTITUTION THAT ARE ALTERED OR ABROGATED BY THE PROPOSAL IF ADOPTED, SEE THE REVERSE SIDE AND ATTACHED PAGES OF THIS PETITION. 

We, the undersigned qualified and registered electorS, residents in the county of 

 

State of Michigan, respectively petition for amendment to constitution. 

 

WARNING —A person who knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registered elector, or 
sets opposite his or her signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law. 

INDICATE CITY OR TOWNSHIP 
IN WHICH REGISTERED TO VOTE SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME 

DATE OF SIGNING  
STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE ZIP CODE 

MO DAY YEAR 

CITY OF D 1 
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF 0  
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0  
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF D  
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF 9 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0  
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF 0  
TO 	• 

CITY OF 0  
TOWNSHIP OF • 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF ID 

 

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR 

The undersigned circulator of the above petition asserts that he or she is 18 years of age or older and a United States citizen; that each signa-
ture on the petition was signed in his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitted a person to sign the petition more than 
once and has no knowledge of a person signing the petition more than once; and that, to his or her best knowledge and belief, each signature 
is the genuine signature of the person purporting to sign the petition, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered 
elector of the city or township indicated preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the petition. 
0 If the circulator is not a resident of Michigan, the circulator shall make a cross or check mark in the box provided, otherwise each signature 
on this petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, 
the undersigned circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the pur-
pose of any legal proceeding or hearing that concerns a petition sheet executed by the circulator and agrees that legal process served on the 
Secretary of State or a designated agent of the Secretary of State has the same effect as if personally served on the circulator. 

-WARNING — A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a 
person not a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other 
than his or her own as circulator js guilty of a misdemeanor. 	 • 
Paid for with regulated funds by Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee, PO Box 8362, Grand Rapids, MI 49518 	• 	200001 

CIRCULATOR—Do not sign or date certificate until after circulating petition. 

(Signature of Circulator) 

(Printed Name of Circulator) 

Complete Residence Address (Street and Number or Rural Route) [Do Not Enter a Post Office Box] 

(City or Township, State, Zip Code) 

(County of Registration, If Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Resident of Michigan) 



Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net > 
Sent 	 Wednesday, June 28, 2017 4:22 PM 
To: 	 Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
a: 	 Williams, Sally (MDOS); Bourbonais, Lou (MDOS); Thomas, Christopher (MDOS); Pierce, 

Carol (MDOS) 
Subject: 	 Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee: Proposed Ballot Language 
Attachments: 	 FINAL PROPOSAL LANGUAGE TO SUBMIT FOR INFORMAL REVIEW.docx 

Following up on my email from this morning, attached the language for our proposed constitutional 
amendment. 

I am in the process of preparing a mock up of how this will look when printed on 17" x 28" paper, and folded 
down to 8.5" x 11". 

We have not yet sent this to the printer, since there may be changes based on your comments. So our mock up 
will consist of the 8 panels taped together and folded, so it looks like what the printed pages will look like. No 
super fancy, but I hope it gets the job done for your needs. I will drop 4 copies off at your office first thing 
tomorrow morning. 

We welcome your comments at your earliest convenience. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On June 28, 2017 at 11:39 AM James Lancaster <lancaster-law(cD,comcast.net> wrote: 

Attached please our revised signature page. 

We have finalized the language for our proposal. I am proofreading it one more time and will 
have it to you this afternoon. The proposal will be approximately 7 pages long (on a 8.5 x 14 
page). I may not have a full mock up today. Since it is my understanding that you will be 
reviewing our proposal for abrogation issues, I was planning on sending it to you in an 8.5 x 11 



format for your convenience in printing and reading it. It will be in one of the SOS 

recommended fonts (Anal) and in the appropriate type sizes. Is this acceptable to you for your 

review? 

James R. Lancaster 

Lancaster Associates PLC 

(517) 285-4737 

-OrTJulie 14, 2017 at 3:40 FM "Malerman, MelisSa (MOOS)" 

<malennanm@michigan.gov> wrote: 

I've got a few comments on your draft signature page - 

Please add the following to the heading: "FOR THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT AND PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING CONSTITUTION THAT ARE ALTERED 

OR ABROGATED BY THE PROPOSAL IF ADOPTED, SEE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS 
PETITION." 

You may wish to include the date of the election, but you are not required to (Nov. 6, 
2018). 

The out-of-state circulator check box must be more prominent - please bold and make 

larger. 

We've had some preliminary discussions regarding the bar code - I wanted to make sure 

that you understand that the Board has never been presented with a petition that 

contains a bar code. I anticipate questions regarding what data is tied to the bar code 

(both at the time of printing and after scanning it into Alan's system), who will have 

access to the data, can the bar code be smaller, can you use a OR code instead, etc. It 

would be helpful to have additional discussions on this if you intend to proceed, as it will 

help us decide whether we, as staff, will recommend approval as to form of a petition 

that includes a bar code. We are cognizant that some voters may be reluctant to sign or 

might question.your circulators re: voter privacy. Given the scrutiny that this petition is 

likely to invite, we encourage you to carefully consider whether you still want to use a 

bar code. 

When you're ready, we do need to see the full text of the proposal and summary - we 

need to ensure that the summary is accurate. We will also consider whether the 



petition includes all of the provisions of the existing Constitution that are altered or 

abrogated, but the primary responsibility for this task falls to the sponsor. 

Looking forward to your next submission! 

Thanks, 

Melissa 

  

   

From: James Lancaster [mailto:lancaster-law@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2017 7:39 PM 
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS); Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS); Pierce, Carol (MDOS) 
Cc: Alan Fox; emancano@mac.com; pkleemann(thinlandpress.com; Nancy Wang; Jamie 
Lyons-Eddy; Katie Fahey 
Subject: Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee 

Melissa: 

Following up on your voicemail message to me, attached is a pdf of the signature 
page for our petition. You had requested that I forward this as soon as it is 
available to expedite your office's review of our petition. 

There are still a few unsettled issues on this page of the petition; but I don't 
believe any of them are issues you review: 

The address in the committee identification at the bottom is not filled in 
because we are considering a change of address. 

The bar code is probably going to be small than is shown. Our consultants 
have not yet determined what technology is going to be used; however, it will be 
in that location. When we met with Ms. Bourbonais et. at. last week it was our 
understanding that your office had no objection to the barcode or its location. 

We have not yet settled on the introduction language at the top of the petition, 
below the heading. My understanding is that you do not review this language, so 
I assume this is not a problem. 

If you or anyone else on your team has any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
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entitled 

INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted, would amend Article IV, Sections 2, 3 and 6, as follows (new language capitalized, deleted language 
struck out with a line): 

Article IV — Legislative Branch • 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for 
four-year terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, termeentigtaty-of-castFicts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts 
apportioned on a basis of population as provided in this article. 
eentigueus-by-laftd, 

§ 6 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICTS. Commissican-on-legislatiw-appertienment 

Sec. 6. 
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(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, THE "COMMISSION") IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED AS A PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A 
REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL: 

(A) BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

(B) NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

A CANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN OFFICER OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A PRECINCT DELEGATE OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP BODY OF ANY NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR 
POLITICAL CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN, OR 
OF A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE OR LIKE ORGANIZATION; 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE OR STATEWIDE ELECTED OFFICIAL: 

A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR AN EMPLOYEE OF A REGISTERED LOBBYIST; OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

(C) NOT BE RELATED TO ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART (1)(B) OF THIS SECTION BY TWO OR 
FEWER DEGREES OF CONSANGUINITY OR BY THREE OR FEWER DEGREES OF AFFINITY; OR 

(D) NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION OR 
CONVICTED OF A FELONY WITHIN THE PAST TEN YEARS. 

(E) FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A 
PARTISAN ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

.(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER 
THAN JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL 
APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER TO TEN THOUSAND MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, 
SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION, HIS OR HER RESUME AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR AT LEAST TWO SUPPORTING REFERENCES. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST THAT: 

THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION; AND 

(1) EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH 
THE LARGEST REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), 
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AND IF SO, IDENTIFY THE PARTY WITH WHICH THEY AFFILIATE; OR (2) THAT THEY DO NOT 
AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE MAJOR PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL 
APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED 
APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE 
TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY 
THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JULY 1 OF THE 
YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICATIONS 
SUBMITTED, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE 
QUALIFICATIONS IN PARTS (1(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 
APPLICANTS FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION 
MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) OR 2(B) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF FEWER THAN 30 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-
AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE 
RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL. THE RANDOM SELECTION PROCESS USED BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL USE ACCEPTED STATISTICAL 
WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND 
THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE 
SENATE, THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND 
THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM 
ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS. 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING WITH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART (18) OF 
THIS SECTION. IF A COMMISSIONER'S SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
FILL THE VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE 
SELECTION POOL FROM WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED, A COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE SHALL 
BECOME VACANT UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER; 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONERS WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

(C)THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT 
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 8; 

(D) THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; OR 
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(E) AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE, OR 
INABILITY TO DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

(4) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY 
SHALL FURNISH, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICAL SERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION 
DEEMS NECESSARY. THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE 
POWER TO MAKE ITS OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE.-THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND 
CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, 
INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND 
CONTINUING EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS 
SUFFICIENT TO COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS 
FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT, NONPARTISAN 
SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING 
A RECORD OF THE r.nnAMIcinm.p PIRtlr.FMINC.S  AND ANY  OTHER . ACTIVITY NPr.PRRAPY  FOR THE rnrunnicclom  TO 
CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL 
PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE 
CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS 
UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST 
ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY 
LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT OF THE GOVERNOR'S 
SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE LEGISLATURE 
DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF 
RESOURCES PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN 
ADOPTED PLAN. THE COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS 
OR OTHER RESOURCES PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE:COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE 
SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN 
ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF 
THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE 
DISTRICTS, AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND 
THE PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC 
ABOUT POTENTIAL PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF 
PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY 
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. THESE WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE 
COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
USED TO DEVELOP THE PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
TYPE OF DISTRICT. THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED 
PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY 
THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND A MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, 
HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF 
THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL 
OF ITS BUSINESS AT OPEN MEETINGS. NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM 
EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL 
CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

(11) THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING 
MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A 
COMMISSIONER MAY COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN 
INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN 
WRITING OR (B) AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR 
INDIRECTLY SOLICIT OR ACCEPT ANY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE 
GREATER THAN $20 FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE COMMISSIONER, STAFF, ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 

(12) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION OF PAID 
STAFF OR CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE 
MAJOR PARTIES AND ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE 
RECORDED, AND THE RECORD OF ITS DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 
WITHOUT CHARGE. 

(13) THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH PLAN, IN 
ORDER OF PRIORITY: 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED ,STATES CONSTITUTION, 
AND SHALL COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATE'S DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST. 
COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE 
CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO 
NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POLITICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEPTED 
MEASURES OF PARTISAN FAIRNESS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL,  NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

.(F) DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

(G) DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT. 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED, USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN 
THAT WILL BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN 
OR PLANS. EACH PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO 
ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE 
THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE 
OF THE COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR 
PARTY, AND AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY. IF NO 
PLAN SATISFIES THIS REQUIREMENT FOR .A TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE 
FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

(I) EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE 
FULL COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 
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EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. 
EACH PLAN SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER 
OF CHOICES, GIVING THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A 
POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS 
ALSO RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOT 
AFFILIATED WITH THE PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A 
PLAN SUBMITTED BY NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF 
PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY. IF PLANS ARE TIED 
FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL 
PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED 
PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(I). 

WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL 
REPORTS, REFERENCEMATERIALS, AND_DATA.USED IN DRAWING IT, INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION 
USED TO PRODUCE AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT 
PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED 
MATERIALS. 

FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE 
MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. A COMMISSIONER WHO-VOTES AGAINST A 
REDISTRICTING PLAN MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S 
REPORT. 

AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME LAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND 
DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS 
FOR A CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

THE SUPREME COURT, IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
OR THE COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEW A CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED 
BY THE COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO 
COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR 
SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN NO EVENT SHALL ANYBODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING 
COMMISSION ACTING PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS 
FOR THIS STATE. 

THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING, IF ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION ARE FOUND TO BE IN CONFLICT WITH 
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW, THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE MAXIMUM 
EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT, ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO 
DISCHARGE, INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S 
MEMBERSHIP ON THE COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE 
COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, 
SECTIONS 2,3 AND 6 AND ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION ARE 
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND ARE 
EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, 
FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, 
REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, 
BY THE LEGISLATURE, NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE 
SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN THIS SECTION. 
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The proposal, if adopted, would add the following provision to the end of Article V, §2. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, 
SECTIONS 2,3 AND 6 AND ARTICLE V. SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT CITIZENS 
REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, "COMMISSION") ARE 
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE'COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, 
CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR 
REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR. 
NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO 
THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6 

— — 

The following provisions of the Constitution would be altered or abrogated by the proposal, if adopted 

Article IV— Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power 

Sec. 1. Legislative power. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, tern) 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for 
four-year terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count of each federal 
decennial census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the sum of its percentage of the state's population 
as shown by the last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four 
and its percentage of the state% land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total 
apportionment factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. 
After each such county has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be 
distributed among such counties by the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total 
apportionment factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. 
Such counties shall thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as 
rectangular in shape as possible, and having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more 
than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to 
comply with the above standards. 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The population of such districts shall be 
as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the 
population of the county by the number of senators to which it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township 
boundary lines to the extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts 
apportioned on a basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory 
contiguous by land. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall constitute a 
separate representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be 
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combined with another county or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the 
population of the state. Any county which is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that 
contiguous representative area having the smallest percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be 
entitled initially to one representative. 

After the assignment of One representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned 
among the representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member 
representative districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 
percent of a number.determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is 
entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single 
member districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts 
apportioned on a basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory 
contiguous by land. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall constitute a 
separate representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be 
combined with another county Or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the 
population of the state. Any county which is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that 
contiguous representative area having the smallest percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be 
entitled initially to one representative. 

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned 
among the representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member 
representative districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 . 
percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is 

. entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single 
member districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment 

A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the 
state organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general 
election at which a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has 
received at such election more than 25 percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of 
whom shall be selected by the state organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall 
be selected by each political party organization: (1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line 
drawn along the northern boundaries of the counties of Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern 
Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west of a line drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, 
Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern Michigan, the remaining counties of the state. 
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No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the armed forces 
reserve, shall be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the 
legislature until two years after the apportionment in which they participated becomes effective. 

The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of 
the legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each 
apportionment or districting plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The.commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, 
and shall receive compensation provided bylaw. The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its 
activities. 

Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of 
the state and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 
nor more than 45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is 
availabierThetommissionuhall-proceed-to-district and apportion the senate and house of representatives-according-to-the 
provisions of this constitution. All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The 
commission shall hold public hearings as may be provided by law. 

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date of its adoption and 
shall become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the 
Oommission and shall be responsible for the publication and distribution of each plan. 

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individually or jointly with other members, 
may submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan complies most accurately with the 
constitutional requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise 
of original jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted 
by the commission, and shall remand such plan to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this 
constitution. 

Article V— Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state govemment and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of 
institutions of higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 
principal departments. They shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the govemor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the 
assignment of functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the 
force of law, they shall be set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 
calendar days of a regular session, or a full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless 
disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each 
order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated by the governor. 

Article VI — Judicial Branch 

§ 1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one 
court of appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction 
that the legislature may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. 
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§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative 
and remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power 
to remove a judge. 
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Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net > 
Sent: 	 Friday, July 14, 2017 2:44 PM 
To: 	 Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Subject: 	 RE: Voters Not Politicians 
Attachments: 	 PDF of Voters Not Politician proposed constitutional amendment with 7 panels of 

proposal language on 8.5 x 14 format sent to Malerman on 07.14.17.pdf; Front panel 

sent to Malerman on 07.14.17.pdf; Back panel sent to Malerman on 07.14.17.pdf 

Importance: 	 High 

Thanks for your input re the abrogation process. 

I am (supposed to be) on vacation today. I am in St. Ignace, so I may be a bit hard to get ahold 
of...communications technology not always being the best up here. 

My understanding is that Katie Fahey (the Treasurer of Voters Not Politicians Ballot Comrnittee)tried to get 
ahold of you, but only had a conversation with Sally this morning. My understanding is he did not speak to 
anyone else. 

Nevertheless, it is now my understanding after speaking to Katie, that Sally conveyed a message, much like 
your email to me Thursday, to the effect that review of our proposal has been put on the back burner because 
there is some other matter that is more urgent, and that it could actually be "months" before the BOE and AG 
review could be completed. It also my understanding that Sally said that she had no idea when the review 
would be completed. Again, I am hearing this second hand. I am only relating what I have heard. 

Additionally, some of our volunteers have been in contact with Fred Woodhams about the situation. I just 
found out about these contacts this morning. 

I am told that Fred told one volunteer that the first version of our proposal was received this Monday. 

ATa you know, that is not true. 
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I sent you two emails on June 28, 2017. The first email forwarded the revised signature page, containing the 
edits you had asked for. The second email was the language of the proposal. It was in an 8.5" x 11" word 
document; I send it in this format because it was my understanding that this would be easier for you and the AG 
staff to review, as the AG would be looking not so much at the "form" of the petition (margins, statutorily 
required language, etc) but to the substance; specifically as to whether we had republished all of the sections of 
the Constitution that would be abrogated by our proposal. 

The next day, June 29, 2017, I delivered to you personally a "mock up" of our petition; it was the 8 - 8.5" x 14" 
panels, that I taped together to show the manner in which the petition would appear when it was actually 
printed. I asked you if this was all you needed at this time; you said yes. 

I did not submit anything to SOS on Monday. 

The first time I had any contact with your office this week was when I met with you on Wednesday afternoon 
(and by the way, thank you for making the time for me) 

Fred's comment is leaving the misleading impression that SOS/BOE is waiting for us to send them something. 

Fred also informed one of our volunteers that he understood that another draft is coming; again, giving the 
impression that somehow Voters Not Politicians is causing the delay in the review of the petition. 

The new draft, a copy of which is attached, only makes a very minor change that we discussed on 
Wednesday. In the proposed amendment to Art IV, Sec. 6(2)(C), we changed the word "July" to "June". As we 
discussed, this is a very minor change that should not hold up the AG's review of the abrogation issues (and 
actually is irrelevant to any potential abrogation issue). I have attached a revised form of the petition that has 
incorporated this change. 

The only substantive question I have for you, and the AG, regards Article V You are aware of this issue, so I 
don't think we need to discuss this further. 
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We aie not withdrawing from the optional approval process. However, you must understand that because my 
client is now, for the first time, being told that there will be an indefinite delay of perhaps "months", they are 
understandably very upset. And some are coming to the conclusion that review of our proposal is being 
purposely delayed. I am not accusing anyone of this; but, the circumstances are causing others to reach this 
conclusion. This concern is exacerbated by the statements Mr. Woodhams is making, as well. 

Is there no way that your office, and the AG, can give us a more definite deadline for your recommendation, 
and the for a BSC hearing? 

As you may recall, in early February, you and I had a email exchange about this informal review and the BSC 
approval process. Your response to me at that time was that your office tries to have a 24 hour 
turnaround. With respect to the signature page of the petition (which I understand only your office, and not the 
AG, review) it was completed very promptly. We appreciate that. And it is our understanding that BOE is 
satisfied with the form of the signature page. 

So, the only issues holding up the completion of the review of our petition is the delay caused by the AG's 
office of the abrogation issues. 

The SOS guidance document states that your office's review only involves the form, and not the substance of 
the request. I have informed my client that this is not, strictly speaking, correct. The analysis of the abrogation 
issues being conducted by the AG does involve the substance of our proposal. So, I have advised my client that 
it would not be reasonable to expect a 24 hour turn around on this. 

However, an indefinite delay is not acceptable to my client. 

I understand that the abrogation issues are somewhat complicated.. .but they aren't that complicated. I would be 
glad to sit down with the appropriate AAGs to discuss the issue. As I have been analyzing the issue for several 
months, I would welcome an opportunity to do this. 

But this needs to happen NOW. •Like Monday, Tuesday at the latest. 

Please let me know if this would be possible in order to expedite the completion of the AG review. 
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James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On July 14, 2017 at 11:44 AM "Malerman, Melissa (MDOS)" <malermanm@michigan.gov> 
wrote: 

I have raised all of those issues; all I had to share at this point was the tidbit about Art. IV §1. 

Multiple people in our office have heard from Katie Fahey (sp?) today regarding the status of the 

petition. As a reminder, your organization is free to withdraw from the BSC's optional approval as to 

form process and circulate the petition form (assuming you've made the correction noted below) as long 

as MCL 168.483a has been complied with. If you wish to withdraw from the optional process, please 

advise. 

From: James Lancaster [mailtodancaster-law@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Subject: RE: Voters Not Politicians 

Did you talk to them about Article V, Section 4? 

If not, could you? 

As we discussed yesterday, I have to send you a new version fixing the typo I mentioned, 

If they were inclined to opine that it is necessary to republish Art V, Section 4, I would like to 
include that as well. 
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James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On July 13, 2017 at 1:58 PM "Malermam Melissa (MDOS)" 
<malermanmmichiaan.gov> wrote: 

I spoke with the Attorney General's office yesterday. Their review of the petition is 
ongoing, but the election attorneys who assist us in these matters are working on other 
matters with pressing deadlines that will occupy much of their time for the next few 

days/weeks. One question they are considering is whether it is necessary to republish 
Art. IV §1, given that practically every proposed constitutional amendment limits the 

legislature's ability to pass a law-- I don't have resolution on that point but wanted to 
give you an opportunity to think about it. 

From: James Lancaster [mailtodancaster-law@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2017 11:01 AM 
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Subject: Voters Not Politicians 

Following up on our conversation from last week, attached is a mockup of our 
petition, which includes the lines delineating the edges of each page. 

Could you please give me an update on the status of your review? 

Also, an update of when you think a Board of State Canvassers meeting might be 
scheduled? 

Thanks, Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted, would amend Article IV, Sections 2, 3 and 6, as follows (new language capitalized, deleted language struck out with 
a line): 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 
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§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
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§ 6 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 
Gentniesiep-ett-tegieletive-appertieftmeitt. 

Sec. 6. 

(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
(HEREINAFTER, THE "COMMISSION") IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED ASA PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 
THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL: 

BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

ACANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN OFFICER OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A PRECINCT DELEGATE OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 



A MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP BODY OF ANY NATIONAL,. STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL 
CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN, OF OF A POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE OR LIKE ORGANIZATION; 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE OR STATEWIDE ELECTED OFFICIAL; 

A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR AN EMPLOYEE OF A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT BE RELATED TO ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART (1)(B) OF THIS SECTION BY TWO OR FEWER 
DEGREES OF CONSANGUINITY OR BY THREE OR FEWER DEGREES OF AFFINITY; OR 

NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION OR CONVICTED 
OF A FELONY WITHIN THE PAST TEN YEARS. 

FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A PARTISAN 
ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE SECRETARY On STATE SHALL 
CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN .A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT 
REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER 
TO TEN THOUSAND MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANIIJARY 1 OF THE YEAR 
OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION, HIS OR HER RESUME AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR AT LEAST TWO SUPPORTING REFERENCES. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST THAT: 

THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION; AND 

(1) EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH THE LARGEST 
REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), /11/4  ND IF SO, IDENTIFY 
THE PARTY WITH WHICH THEY AFFILIATE; OR (2) THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE 
MAJOR PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT 
AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS 
THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JUNE 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS IN 
PARTS (1(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 APPLICANTS 
FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE POPULATED FROM THE 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) 
OR 2(8) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF' FEWER THAN 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS AFFILIATED WITH 
A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON 
THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL. THE RANDOM SELECTION 
PROCESS USED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL'. USE ACCEPTED 
STATISTICAL WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY 
. LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE MINORITY 

LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE MINORITY LEADER 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS. 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF'STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING WITH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART (18) OF THIS 
SECTION, IF A COMMISSIONER'S SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATEISHALL FILL THE 
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VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE SELECTION POOL FROM 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED. A COMMISSIONERS OFFICE SHALL BECOME VACANT UPON THE 
OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER; 

THE SECRETARY OF STATES RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONERS WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE XI, SECTION 8; 

THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; OR 

AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE, OR INABILITY TO 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY SHALL 
FURNISH, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICAL SERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION DEEMS 
NECESSARY THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE POWER TO MAKE ITS 
OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE. THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE 
STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND CONTINUING 
EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS SUFFICIENT TO 
COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT NONPARTISAN SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL 
COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION'S 
PROCEEDINGS, AND ANY OTHER ACTIVITY NECESSARY FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR, WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL 
RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH 
REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 
ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT 
OF THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE 
LEGISLATURE DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FEDERAL 
DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND THE 
PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT POTENTIAL 
PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS 
AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC, THESE WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT THE COMMISSION 
SHALL PUBLISH THE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS USED TO DEVELOP THE 
PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT THE COMMISSION 
SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM 
THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS 
NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT AND A MAP AND LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE 
FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH 
FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL OF ITS BUSINESS 
AT OPEN MEETINGS, NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL 
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM. THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING MATTERS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A COMMISSIONER MAY 
COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN WRITING OR (B) AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY 
NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT ANY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE GREATER THAN $20 FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONER, STAFF, 
ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 
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EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION OF PAID STAFFOR 
CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE MAJOR PARTIES AND 
ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE RECORDED, ANb THE RECORD OF ITS 
DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH, PLAN, IN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY: 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND SHALL 
COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATE'S DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST COMMUNITIES 
OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO NOT INCLUDE :RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POLITICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEETED MEASURES OF 
PARTISAN FAIRNESS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED, USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN THAT WILL 
BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN OR PLANS. EACH 
PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATAAS IS NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE 
THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR PARTY, AND AT LEAST 
TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY. IF NO PLAN SATISFIES THIS 
REQUIREMENT FOR A TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A 
PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE FULL 
COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. EACH PLAN 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER OF CHOICES, GIVING 
THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE 
NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS ALSO 
RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE 
PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A PLAN SUBMITTED BY 
NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO 
COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY. IF PLANS ARE TIED FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE 
FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(I). 

(15) WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL REPORTS, 
REFERENCE MATERIALS, AND DATA USED IN DRAWING IT, INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION USED TO PRODUCE 
AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE 
CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS. 

(16) FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION, A COMMISSIONER WHO VOTES AGAINST A REDISTRICTING PLAN 
MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S REPORT 

(17) AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME LAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN 
AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

(18) THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

(19) THE SUPREME COURT, IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEW A CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED BY THE 
COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN 
NO EVENT SHALL ANY BODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION ACTING PURSUANT TO THIS 
SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS FOR THIS STATE. 
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(2O) THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING. IF A FINAL COURT DECISION HOLDS ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION TO BE IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW, THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO DISCHARGE, 
INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2, 
3 AND 6 AND ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT 
SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE 
COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES• 
ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR 
ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE LEGISLATURE. NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO 
PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN THIS SECTION. 
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The proposal, if adopted, would add the following provision to the end of Article V. §2. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 
FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2, 3 AND 6 AND 
ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE 
AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, "COMMISSION") ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE 
CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND 
ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER 
WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR, NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE 
SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS. 

5 



Provisions of existing Constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted. 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power 

Sec. 1. Legislative power. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consiat of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the  governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count of,  each federal decennial 
census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the sum of its percentage of the state's population as shown by the 
last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four and its percentage of the 
state's land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. ,After each such county 
has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by 
the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. Such counties shall 
thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular lin shape as possible, and 
having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial 
districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above standards. 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The population of such districts shall be as nearly 
equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the 
county by the number of senators to which it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township boundary lines to the 
extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory contigudus by land. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall constitute a separate 
representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall I:4! combined with another 
county or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the'! state. Any county which 
is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area hkving the smallest 
percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one representative. 

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned among the 
representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member representative 
districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a 
number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single member 
districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment 

A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at which 
a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has received at such election more 
than 25 percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be selected by each political party 
organization: (1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the northern boundaries of the 
counties of Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west 
of a line drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern 
Michigan, the remaining counties of the state. 

No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the afrnedforces reserve, 'shall 
be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years 
after the apportionment in which they participated becomes effective. 

The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of the 
legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting 
plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the,  direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall 
receive compensation provided by law. The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities. 

6 



Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the state 
and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 
45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The 
commission shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this constitution. 
All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The commission shall hold public hearings 
as may be provided by law. 

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date or its adoption and shall 
become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be 
responsible for the publication and distribution of each plan. 

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individually or jointly with other members, may 
submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan complies most accurately with the constitutional 
requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise of original 
jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, 
and shall remand such plan to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution. 

Article V — Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, andthe governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
unctions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall be 
set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or a 
full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred in 
by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated by 
the governor. 

Article VI —Jueicial Branch 

§ 1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of 
appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature 
may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and 
remedial writs: and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a 
judge. 
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Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net> 
Sent: 	 Sunday, July 23, 2017 2:33 PM 
To: 	 Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Cc: 	 Katie Fahey 
Subject: 	 Voters Not Politicians 
Attachments: 	 07.21.17 Voters Not Politican Proposal for Petition in 8.5 x 14 format.pdf; 07.21.17 

Voters Not Politicians Petition in 17 x 28 format front panel.pdf; 07.21.17 Voters Not 
Pofiticigis Petition in 17 x 28 format back panel.pdf 

Melissa: 

Attached please find a revised version of our petition. It has two minor changes. 

First, we have revised our proposed Article IV, Section 6(1)(D) to delete a portion of the language. This should 
not impact any abrogation issues. 

Second, we are republishing Article V, Section 4. You and I have talked about, and corresponded about this 
issue on several occasions, so I am assuming this is no surprise, and therefore should not delay your office's 
review (as I assume you are already in the process of analyzing this issue). 

There will be no further changes pending your review. 

If you have any questions, or updates on the progress of your review, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

And as I have offered before, if there is an opportunity to meet and discuss your office's concerns regarding the 
abrogation issues presented by our proposal, I will make myself available at your convenience. 

Jim 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted, would amend Article IV, Sections 2, 3 and 6, as follows (new language capitalized, deleted language struck out with 
. 	a line): 

Article IV- Legislative Branch 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

th.. 	method of equal propel ciftia applied to the-appe, deftnent factors. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. Th, 	&Mao ahall eenaigt of compact and et,neenlent territory ee, Alpacas by.Lad. 

Is 	ioul,ALJ andLr the initial alkicutiat 031) 	in thia sectita Jffill b. j.itiLd ftlth that eent,guuus-repreaentotire erea-havin th, arnallest 

—La, oft 	the b 9i3 of pupftletien by the nteth..,elef equal proportio. a. 

A, ,y 	COM ity-Lehior;shig-e-fepreserrtative-efee-entitied to ht., ft 'acre itpreaentatNes Anil be dn,,ded into single ..,L),ther 
distriffis-ers-feitewst 

§ 6 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 
Gervindesiett-en-legistetive-apperttenntenfr 

Sec. 6. 

(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
(HEREINAFTER, THE "COMMISSION") IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED AS A PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 
THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL: 

BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

A CANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

(III)AN OFFICER OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

(IV) A PRECINCT DELEGATE OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 
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A MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP BODY OF ANY NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL 
CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN, OR OF A POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE OR LIKE ORGANIZATION; 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE OR STATEWIDE ELECTED OFFICIAL; 

A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR AN EMPLOYEE OF A REGISTERED LOBBYIST; OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT BE RELATED TO ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART (1)(B) OF THIS SECTION BY TWO OR FEWER 
DEGREES OF CONSANGUINITY OR BY THREE OR FEWER DEGREES OF AFFINITY; OR 

NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION. 

FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A PARTISAN 
ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT 
REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER 
TO TEN THOUSAND MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR 
OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION, HIS OR HER RESUME AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR AT LEAST TWO SUPPORTING REFERENCES. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST THAT: 

THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION; AND 

(1) EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH THE LARGEST 
REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), AND IF SO, IDENTIFY 
THE PARTY WITH WHICH THEY AFFILIATE; OR (2) THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE 
MAJOR PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT 
AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALIFY ING APPLICANTS 
THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY DO NOTAFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JUNE 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS IN 
PARTS (1)(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 APPLICANTS 
FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS, 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE POPULATED FROM THE 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) 
OR 2(B) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF FEWER THAN 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS AFFILIATED WITH 
A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON 
THE COMMISSION 1N RESPONSE TO THE RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL, THE RANDOM SELECTION 
PROCESS USED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL USE ACCEPTED 
STATISTICAL WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE MINORITY LEADER 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS. 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING WITH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART(18) OF THIS 
SECTION. IF A COMMISSIONER'S SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FILL THE 

2 



VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE SELECTION POOL FROM 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED. A COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE SHALL BECOME VACANT UPON THE 
OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER, 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONERS WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE XI, SECTIONS; 

THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; OR 

AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE, OR INABILITY TO 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY SHALL 
FURNISH, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICAL SERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION DEEMS 
NECESSARY. THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE POWER TO MAKE ITS 
OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE. THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE 
STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND CONTINUING 
EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS SUFFICIENT TO 
COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT, NONPARTISAN SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL 

• COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION'S 
PROCEEDINGS, AND ANY OTHER ACTIVITY NECESSARY FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL 
RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH 
REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 
ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT 
OF THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE 
LEGISLATURE DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FEDERAL 
DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND THE 
PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT POTENTIAL 
PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS 
AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. THESE WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION 
SHALL PUBLISH THE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS USED TO DEVELOP THE 
PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT. THE COMMISSION 
SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM 
THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATAAS IS 
NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND A MAP AND LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE 
FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH 
FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL OF ITS BUSINESS 
AT OPEN MEETINGS. NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL 
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING MATTERS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A COMMISSIONER MAY 
COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN WRITING OR (B) AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY • 
NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT ANY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE GREATER THAN $20 FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONER, STAFF, 
ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 



(12) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION! OF PAID STAFF OR 
CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE !MAJOR PARTIES AND 
ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE RECORDED. AND THE RECORD OF ITS 
DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE. 

(13) THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH PLAN, IN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY: 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND SHALL 
COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATE'S DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST. COMMUNITIES 
OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POLITICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEPTED MEASURES OF 
PARTISAN FAIRNESS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED, USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN THAT WILL 
BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLANI OR PLANS. EACH 
PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE 
THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR PARTY, AND AT LEAST 
TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY. IF NO PLAN SATISFIES THIS 
REQUIREMENT FOR A TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A 

.PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE FULL 
COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. EACH PLAN 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER OF CHOICES, GIVING 
THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE 
NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS ALSO 
RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE 
PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A PLAN SUBMITTED BY 
NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO 
COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY. IF PLANS ARE TIED FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE 
FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(1). 

(15) WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN. THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL REPORTS, 
REFERENCE MATERIALS, AND DATA USED IN DRAWING IT INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION USED TO PRODUCE 
AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE 
CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS. 

(16) FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. ACOMMISSIONER WHO VOTES AGAINST A REDISTRICTING PLAN 
MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S REPORT 

(17) AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME LAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN 
AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

(18) THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

(19) THE SUPREME COURT IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEW A CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED BY THE 
COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN 
NO EVENT SHALL ANY BODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION ACTING PURSUANT TO THIS 
SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS FOR THIS STATE. 

4 



may-be-previetecHar 

THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING. IF A FINAL COURT DECISION HOLDS ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION TO BE IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW, THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO DISCHARGE, 
INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2, 
3 AND 6 AND ARTICLE V. SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT 
SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE 
COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES 
ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR 
ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE LEGISLATURE. NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO 
PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN THIS SECTION. 

fematniflTheeunt4es-ef-the-stater 

if a majority-of-the-eel.— irask,n-e,.rtnet sagree — plan, enehrhgehrber-ef-th, eetnmiaaion, ;nrliyith—the vr jointly with other 'nenrisers, may 
„,bLinirmi pi 	epe...ed piEhr to Hi, ..atpretnt, court. The 3LIFFC,..0 court shall cletennine wh;eli plan cernpliLs most-ae,hr.h.ly aLhethe constitutional 

Upon 	th, appl;caternA any electur-fth.cl uvt-tah, than 60-day.. “ftL. tr.& 	 th 	thcaupTcme ..,ourt+,-the-eau-reisruf-origiwal- 
hisJi.,tivn, 	.1,811 die.A.t the oecrLteey of otat, or Hi, ear flfilitSien to p,..rform thC,r duties, muy 

The proposal, if adopted, would add the following provision to the end of Article V, §2. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 
FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2,3 AND 6 AND 
ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE 
AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, "COMMISSION") ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE 
CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND 
ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER 
WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR. NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE 
SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6. 

• 
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Provisions of existing Constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted. 

Article IV— Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power 

Sec. 1. Legislative power. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count of each federal decennial 
census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the sum of its percentage of the slate's population as shown by the 
last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four arid its peitentage of the 
state's land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one perdent. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. After each such county 
has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by 
the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. Sthch counties shall 
thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular in shape as possible, and 
having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial 
districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above standard!). 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The population of such districts shall be as nearly 
equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividingtthe population of the 
county by the number of senators to which it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township bdundary fines to the 
extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory contiguous by land. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall constitute a separate 
representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be combined with another 
county or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state. Any county which 
is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area having the smallest 
percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one representative. 

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned among the 
representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member representative 
districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more pan 125 percent of a 
number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it lb entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative. shall be dividedinto single member 
districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment 

A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at which 
a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has received at such election more 
than 25 percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be selected by the stale 
organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be selected by each political party 
organization: (1) the upper peninsula.;  (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the northern boundaries of the 
counties of Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west 
of a line drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern 
Michigan, the remaining counties of the state. 

No officers oremployees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, shall 
be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years 
after the apportionment in which they participated becomes effective. 

The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of the 
legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting 
plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment.. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall 
receive compensation provided bylaw, The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities.. 
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Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the state 
and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 
45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The 
commission shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this constitution. 
All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members.  of the commission. The commission shall hold public hearings 
as may be provided by law. 

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date of its adoption and shall 
become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be 
responsible fot the publication and distribution of each plan. 

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individually or jointly with other members, may 
submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan complies most accurately with the constitutional 
requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise of original 
jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, 
and shall remand such plan to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution. 

Article V — Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments.' 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and Instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant govemor, and the governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
unctions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall be 
set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or a 
full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred in 
by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated by 
the governor. 

§ 4 Commissions or agencies for less than 2 years. 

Sec. 4. Temporary commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need 
not be allocated within a principal department. 

Article VI —Judicial Branch 

§1 Judicial power in court of Justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of 
appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction .known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature 
may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate Jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and 
remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a 
judge. 
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Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net> 
Sent: 	 Thursday, July 27, 2017 11:56 AM 
To: 	 Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Cc: 	 Katie Fahey; Williams, Sally (MDOS); Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS) 
Subject: 	 RE: Voters Not Politicians 
Attachments: 	 07.27.17 Voters Not Politicians Proposal in 8.5 x 14 format.pdf 

Melissa: Attached is a revised version of the proposal. If you are in the office today, I trust that Sally and Lori 
shared with you that I met with them yesterday, and they addressed the question I had posed to you about 
Article 5, Section 2. The proposal has been changed to reflect that discussion. 

Do you have any further info on when the BSC meeting is likely to occur I ask this for personal reasons as I 
am trying to schedule some matters for other clients, and for some personal issues including some vacation 
time, while keeping my schedule as wide open as possible. If I am going to need to come back to Lansing from 
vacation, I want to break it to my the boss (my wife) sooner rather than later. ...and as gently as possible. 

Also, please let me know about whether we are meeting on Friday as soon as you can. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On July 25, 2017 at 12:29 PM James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net> wrote: 

Melissa: I apologize for the delay in getting back to you. I was on vacation yesterday, and didn't 
get back in town until early this morning. 

With respect to the change re Article 5, Section 2, am I correct in understanding that we need to 
republish the existing language both on page 5, and at the end on page 7? It's not a problem, I 
just want to make sure I am understanding what you are asking for. 



We will or course make the other two changes you pointed out. 

I can be available any time Friday afternoon that it is convenient for you. 

However, if there is any opportunity to do it sooner that would be welcome. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On July 24, 2017 at 11:49 AM "Malerman, Melissa (MDOS)" 
<malermanm@michigan.gov> wrote: 

Thank you for sending your revision. Please note that the following are in need of 
correction: 

1. 	As a reminder/follow up to my email from Friday (7/21), you are required to make a 
change to the body of the petition. You cannot amend Art V §2 by reference, by adding 
new language "to the end of Article V, §2." You must include the full text of that 
provision with your proposed language shown at the end (see p. 5). 

There is a typo on p.7 ("unctions"). 

The indentation of subsection (2)(c) of Art IV §4 does not match the rest of the 
petition. Please correct. 

We expect that we will be able to discuss the abrogation issue with you on Friday 
(7/28). What time might you be available to come over to our office in the 

afternoon? If you prefer, we can arrange to discuss by phone —just let me know. 

From: James Lancaster [mailtodancaster-law(Thcomcastmet] 
Sent: Sunday, July 23, 2017 2:33 PM 
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 
Cc: Katie Fahey 
Subject: Voters Not Politicians 
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Melissa: 

Attached please find a revised version of our petition. It has two minor changes. 

First, we have revised our proposed Article IV, Section 6(1)(D) to delete a portion 
of the language. This should not impact any abrogation issues. 

Second, we are republishing Article V, Section 4. You and I have talked about, 
and corresponded about this issue on several occasions, so I am assuming this is 
no surprise, and therefore should not delay your office's review (as I assume you 
are already in the process of analyzing this issue). 

There will be no further changes pending your review. 

If you have any questions, or updates on the progress of your review, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

And as I have offered before, if there is an opportunity to meet and discuss your 
office's concerns regarding the abrogation issues presented by our proposal, I will 
make myself available at your convenience. 

Jim 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted, would amend Article IV, Sections 2, 3 and 6 and Article V. Section 2, as follows (new language capitalized, deleted 
language struck out with a line): 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

tha 	method of equal (5;ep0rtIefts-amslied tF th, appurtIethnent fact.rs. 
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y 	ii.”, 
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§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The-distnets 	uhull eeirs;ut of cumeact and cemenient territory ce.itiu.a. by land. 
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hen 	 

§ 6 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 
Gentnnosien-eitiegisletive-eppeetiennient. 

Sec. 6. 

(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
(HEREINAFTER, THE "COMMISSION") IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED AS A PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 
THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS, EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL: 

BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

(I) A CANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

(II)AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN OFFICER OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A PRECINCT DELEGATE OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 
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(V) A MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP BODY OF ANY NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

(VOA CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL 
CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATES CAMPAIGN, 014 OF A POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE OR LIKE ORGANIZATION; 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE OR STATEWIDE ELECTED OFFICIAL; 

A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR AN EMPLOYEE OF A REGISTERED LOBBYIST OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

NOT BE RELATED TO ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART (1)(B) OF THIS SECTION BY TWO OR FEWER 
DEGREES OF CONSANGUINITY OR BY THREE OR FEWER DEGREES OF AFFINITY; OR 

NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION. 

FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A PARTISAN 
ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF (STATE SHALL 
CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT 
REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL APPLICATIONS (MR COMMISSIONER 
TO TEN THOUSANDMICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANdARY 1 OF THE YEAR 
OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS.. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION, HIS OR HER RESUME AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR AT LEAST TWO SUPPORTING REFERENCES. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST THAT 

THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION; AND 

(1) EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH THE LARGEST 
REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), AND IF SO, IDENTIFY 
THE PARTY WITH WHICH THEY AFFILIATE; OR (2) THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE 
MAJOR PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT 
AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALHYING APPLICANTS 
THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JUNE,1 OF THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICAT,IONS SUBMITTED, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS IN 
PARTS (1(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 APPLICANTS 
FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE POIDULATED FROM THE 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) 
OR 2(B) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF FEWER THAN 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS AFFILIATED WITH 
A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON 
THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL, THE RANDOM SELECTION 
PROCESS USED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL' USE ACCEPTED 
STATISTICAL WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POISSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENAtE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND1THE MINORITY LEADER 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS. 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF(STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF, REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING 18fiTH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART (18) OF THIS 
SECTION. IF A COMMISSIONER'S SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE (SHALL FILL THE 
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VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE SELECTION POOL FROM 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED. A COMMISSIONERS OFFICE SHALL BECOME VACANT UPON THE 
OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER; 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONER'S WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE XI, SECTIONS; 

THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; OR 

AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE, OR INABILITY TO 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY SHALL 
FURNISH, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICAL SERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION DEEMS 
NECESSARY. THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE POWER TO MAKE ITS 
OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE. THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE 
STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND CONTINUING 
EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS SUFFICIENT TO 
COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT, NONPARTISAN SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL 
COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION'S 
PROCEEDINGS, ANDANY OTHER ACTIVITY NECESSARY FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL 
RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH 
REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 
ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT 
OF THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE 
LEGISLATURE DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FEDERAL 
DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND THE 
PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT POTENTIAL 
PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS 
AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. THESE WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION 
SHALL PUBLISH THE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS USED TO DEVELOP THE 
PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT THE COMMISSION 
SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM 
THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATAAS IS 
NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND A MAP AND LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE 
FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH 
FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL OF ITS BUSINESS 
AT OPEN MEETINGS. NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL 
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM. THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING MATTERS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A COMMISSIONER MAY 
COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN WRITING OR (B) AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY 
NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT ANY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE GREATER THAN $20 FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONER, STAFF, 
ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 
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EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS, A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION OF PAID STAFF OR 
CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE MAJOR PARTIES AND 
ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE RECORDED, AN?) THE RECORD OF ITS 
DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH PLAN, IN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY: 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND SHALL 
COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SFIALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATE'S DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST. COMMUNITIES 
OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POLITICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEPTED MEASURES OF 
PARTISAN FAIRNESS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED, USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN THAT WILL 
BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN OR PLANS. EACH 
PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO ACCLIRATELY DESCRIBE 
THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR PARTY, AND AT LEAST 
TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY. IF NO PLAN SATISFIES THIS 
REQUIREMENT FORA TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A 
PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE FULL 
COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. EACH PLAN 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER OF CHOICES, GIVING 
THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE 
NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS ALSO 
RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOTAFFILIATED WITH THE 
PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A PLAN SUBMITTED BY 
NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO 
COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY IF PLANS ARE TIED FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE 
FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(1). 

(15) WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL REPORTS, 
REFERENCE MATERIALS, AND DATA USED IN DRAWING IT INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION USED TO PRODUCE 
AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE 
CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS. 

(16) FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
'COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. A COMMISSIONER WHO VOTES AGAINST A REDISTRICTING PLAN 
MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S REPORT 

(17) AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME LAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN 
AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

(18) THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS FORA 
CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

(19) THE SUPREME COURT IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEW A CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED BY THE 
COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN 
NO EVENT SHALL ANYBODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION ACTINIC.; PURSUANT TO THIS 
SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS FOR THIS STATE. 
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THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING. IF A FINAL COURT DECISION HOLDS ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION TO BE IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW, THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO DISCHARGE, 
INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2, 
3 AND 6 AND ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT 
SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE 
COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES 
ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR 
ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE LEGISLATURE. NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO 
PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN THIS SECTION. 
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Article V — Executive Branch 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall 
be set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the governor. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 
FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2, 3 AND 6 AND 
ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE 
AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, "COMMISSION") ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE 
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CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION.1THE COMMISSION, AND 
ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER 
WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR. NO OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUOICTIONS THAT ARE THE 
SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6. 

Provisions of existing Constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted. 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§1 Legielative power 

Sec. 1. Legislative power. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count oh each federal decennial 
census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the sum of its percentage of the state's population as shown by the 
last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four and its percentage of the 
state's land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. Sfter each such county 
has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by 
the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole nuniber. Such counties shall 
thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular'in shape as possible, and 
having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as posthible, existing senatorial 
districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above standailds. 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The population of such districts shall be as nearly 
equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the 
county by the number of senators to which it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township boundary lines to the 
extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory contigwius by land. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall liconstitute a separate 
representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be combined with another 
county or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state. Any county which 
is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area having the smallest 
percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one representative. 

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned among the 
representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single mernber representative 
districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a 
number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single member 
districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment 

A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at which 
a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has recehied at such election more 
than 25 percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be sele&ed by the state 
organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be selected by each political party 
organization: (1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the nohhern boundaries of the 
counties of Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west 
of a line drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern 
Michigan, the remaining counties of the state. 

No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, shall 
be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years 
after the apportionment in which they participated becomes effective. 
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The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of the 
legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting 
plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall 
receive compensation provided by law. The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities. 

Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the state 
and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less thaq 30 nor more than 
45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The 
commission shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this constitution. 
All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The commission shall hold public hearings 
as may be provided by law. 

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date of its adoption and shall 
become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be 
responsible for the publication and distribution of each plan. 

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individually or jointly with other members, may 
submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan complies most accurately with the constitutional 
requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise of original 
jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, 
and shall remand such plan to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution. 

• 

Article V — Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall 
be set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution.  concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the governor. 

§ 4 Commissions or agencies for less than 2 years. 

Sec. 4. Temporary commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need 
not be allocated within a principal department. 

Article VI —Judicial Branch 

§ 1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of 
appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature 
may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and 
remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as pfovided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a 
judge. 
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Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) 

From: 	 James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net > 
Sent 	 Thursday, August 10, 2017 3:05 PM 
To: 	 MaleiMan, Melissa (MDOS) 
Cc: 	 Williams, Sally (MDOS); Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS) 
Subject: 	 Re: Voters Not Politicians 
Attachments: 	 08.10.17 Voters Not Politician Proposal for Petition in 8.5 x 14 format FINAL.pdf; 

08.10.17 Voters Not Politicians Petition back panel FINAL.pdf; 08.10.17 Voters Not 
Politicians Petition front panel FINAL.pdf 

Melissa: 

Just cheCking in. 

I am resending the 7 page, 8.5" x 14" format of the proposal. 

I did catch a typo at the bottom of page 5 

In the third line, "...ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 6..." WAS CORRECTED TO READ: "...ARTICLE VI, 
SECTIONS 1 AND 4..." 

Also attached are the front and back panels of the proofs. 

They do not have the numbering on them as that occurs after the petitions are printed. 

I just spoke with our printer. They are set to print the proofs this afternoon. 

It is anticipated that we can have someone pick them up around Noon tomorrow and drive them up to Lansing. 

So, absent any unexpected occurrences, we should have them to you mid-afternoon tomorrow. 

SO IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU HAVE CAUGHT TODAY, I COULD STILL MAKE A CHANGE.. ..IF 
YOU LET ME KNOW THIS AFTERNOON. 



I would appreciate it if you could let me know as soon as possible if you have any comments. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 

On August 10, 2017 at 10:46 AM James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net> wrote: 

Melissa: 

As I hope Cindy and Lori have told you, I met with them yesterday about the changes we are 
proposing to our petition to address the abrogation issue. 

I have attached a revised version of the petition in an 8.5" x 14" format. 

The proof is being prepared by the printer this morning. Once I have a pdf of the layout of the 
front and back of the petition from the printer Twill immediately forward it to you. 

We are working to try to get the proofs to you tomorrow. Twill let you know as soon as I know 
for sure that we can make this happen. If not, then we will get it to you ASAP on Monday 
morning. 

Two issues I want to revisit with you: 

1. The numbering: I left with Cindy and Lori a proof of an earlier version of our petition thczt 
has the numbering as it will appear on the petitions.  In a previous email you had indicated that 
numbering was acceptable (and actually preferred). But this document shows how it will appear 
on the petition. 

If there is a problem with this, please let me know immediately by calling me (517-285-4737) 
and emailing and texting. I will address this immediately. 
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2. The layout that you will be receiving will have a light line that will demarcate the border of 
each panel of the extentions to the petition, so that even if there is a slight variation in the 
folding, it can be verified that each panel is 8.5" x 14". We had previously discussed this and 
told me that this was acceptable. I just want to reconfirm this. 

Also attached is the form of the printer's affidavit. I think you had already signed off on this 
back in early June. But I now ask that you reconfirm the acceptability of this form. 

Finally, I am available any time today to come to you office, at your convenience, to review any 
aspect of any of these documents. 

Jim. 

James R. Lancaster 
Lancaster Associates PLC 
(517) 285-4737 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted, would amend Article IV, Sections 2, 3 and 6 and Article V. Section 2, as follows (new language capitalized, deleted 
language struck out with a line): 

Article IV - Legislative Branch 

§ I Legislative power. 

Sec. 1: EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6 OR ARTICLE V. SECTION 2, Title legislative 
power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term. 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 
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§ 6 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 
Gerwmisefen-en-legieletive-eppeffiefnweraf 

Sec. 6. 

(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
(HEREINAFTER, THE "COMMISSION') IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED AS A PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 



THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL: 

(A) BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

(B) NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

A DECLARED CANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

AN OFFICER OR MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOC:AL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A PAID CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL 
CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN, OR OF A POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE; 

V) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE; 

ANY PERSON WHO IS REGISTERED AS A LOBBYIST AGENT WITH THE MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS, 
OR ANY EMPLOYEE OF SUCH PERSON; OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED STATE EMPLOYEE WHO IS EXEMPT FROM CLASSIFICATION IN STATE CIVIL SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5, EXCEPT FOR EMPLOYEES OF COURTS OF RECORD, EMPLOYEES OF 
THE STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, AND PERSONS IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE STATE; 

(C) NOT BE A PARENT, STEPPARENT, CHILD, STEPCHILD, OR SPOUSE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART 
(1)(B) OF THIS SECTION; OR 

(D) NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION. 

(E) FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONIER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A PARTISAN 
ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT 
REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER 
TO TEN THOUSAND MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR 
OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST UNDER OATH THAT THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN 
THIS SECTION; AND EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH THE 
LARGEST REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), AND IF SO, IDENTIFY 
THE PARTY WITH W-IICH THEY AFFILIATE, OR THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE MAJOR 
PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT 
AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS 
THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JUNE 1, OF THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICATIONS OF APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE 
QUALIFICATIONS IN PARTS (1)(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION BASED SOLELY ON THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN THE APPLICATIONS; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 APPLICANTS 
FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE POPULATED FROM THE 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) 
OR 2(B) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF FEWER THAN 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANIFS AFFILIATED WITH 
A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON 
THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL. THE RANDOM SELECTION 
PROCESS USED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL USE ACCEPTED 
STATISTICAL WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE MINORITY LEADER 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS, 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING WITH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART (18) OF THIS 
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SECTION. IF A COMMISSIONER'S SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FILL THE 
VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE SELECTION POOL FROM 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED. A COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE SHALL BECOME VACANT UPON THE 
OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER; 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONERS WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE XI, SECTIONS; 

THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; 'OR 

AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE, OR INABILITY TO 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY SHALL 
FURNISH, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICAL SERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION DEEMS 
NECESSARY. THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE POWER TO MAKE ITS 
OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE. THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE 
STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND CONTINUING 
EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS SUFFICIENT TO 
COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT, NONPARTISAN SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL 
COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION'S 
PROCEEDINGS, AND ANY OTHER ACTIVITY NECESSARY FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL 
RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH 
REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 
ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT 
OF THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE 
LEGISLATURE DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FEDERAL 
DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND THE 
PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT POTENTIAL 
PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS 
AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. THESE WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION 
SHALL PUBLISH THE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATA AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS USED TO DEVELOP THE 
PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT. THE COMMISSION 
SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM 
THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS 
NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND A MAP AND LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE 
FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH 
FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL OF ITS BUSINESS 
AT OPEN MEETINGS. NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL 
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM. THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING MATTERS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A COMMISSIONER MAY 
COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN WRITING OR (B) AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY 
NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT ANY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE GREATER THAN $20 FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONER, STAFF, 
ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION OF PAID STAFF OR 
CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE MAJOR PARTIES AND 
ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE RECORDED, AND THE RECORD OF ITS 
DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE. 
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(13) THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH PLAN, IN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY: 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND SHALL 
COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. ISLAND AREAS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE CONTIGUOUS BY 
LAND TO THE COUNTY OF WHICH THEY ARE A PART. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATES DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST COMMUNITIES 
OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POLITICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEPTED MEASURES OF 
PARTISAN FAIRNESS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED, USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN THAT WILL 
BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN OR PLANS. EACH 
PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE 
THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR PARTY, AND AT LEAST 
TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY IF NO PLAN SATISFIES THIS 
REQUIREMENT FOR A TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A 
PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

(I) EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE FULL 
COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. EACH PLAN 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER OF CHOICES, GIVING 
THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE 
NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS ALSO 
RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE 
PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A PLAN SUBMITTED BY 
NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO 
COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY. IF PLANS ARE TIED FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE 
FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(I). 

WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL REPORTS, 
REFERENCE MATERIALS, AND DATA USED IN DRAWING IT, INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION USED TO PRODUCE 
AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE 
CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS. 

FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. A COMMISSIONER WHO VOTES AGAINST A REDISTRICTING PLAN 
MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S REPORT 

AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME TAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN 
AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

THE SUPREME COURT, IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEWA CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED BY THE 
COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN 
NO EVENT SHALL ANY BODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION ACTING PURSUANT TO THIS 
SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS FOR THIS STATE. 

THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING. IF A FINAL COURT DECISION HOLDS ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION TO BE IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW, THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO DISCHARGE, 
INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 1 
THROUGH 6, ARTICLE V. SECTIONS 1,2 AND 4, AND ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 4, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR 
PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO 
THE COMMISSION ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND 
ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, 
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FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, 
OR REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER VVHATSOEVER, BY THE LEGISLATURE, NO 
OTHER BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED 
TO THE COMMISSION IN THIS SECTION. 
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Article V - Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power. 

Sec. 1. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, OR ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, the executive 
power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of institutions of - 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall 
be set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the govemor. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 
FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 6, 
ARTICLE V. SECTIONS 1,2 AND 4, AND ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 4, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF 
INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT tHE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT 
CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, "COMMISSION") ARE 
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, 
CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR 
REASSIGNMENT AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR. NO OTHER 
BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE 
COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6. 

§ 4 Commissions or agencies for loss than 2 years. 

Sec. 4. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE V, SECTION 2 OR ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, Ttemporary 
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commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need not be allocated 
within a principal department. 

Article VI — Judicial Branch 

§1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, OR ARTICLE V. SECTION 2, Tthe judicial power 
of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of apPeals, one trial court of 
general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature May establish by a 
two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, OR ARTICLE V. SECTION 2. the supreme 
court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and remedial writs; and 
appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a judge. 

Provisions of existing Constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted. 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power. 

Sec. 1. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is Vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term. 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

Senatorial districts, apportionment factors. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count of each federal decennial' 
census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the stint of its percentage of the state's population as shown by the 
last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four and its percentage of the 

state's land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent. 

Apportionment rules. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the to al apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. After each such county 
has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by 
the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state computed to the nearest whole number. Sitch counties shall 
thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular in shape as possible, and 
having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial 
districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above standard. 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single: member districts. The population of such districts shall be as nearly 
equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the 
county by the number of senators to which it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township boundary fines to the 
extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 

§ 3 RepresentatIVes, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory configuod by land. - 

Representative areas, single and multiple county. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall cqnstitute a separate 
representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be combined with another 
county or counties to form a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state. Any county which 
is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area having the smallest 
percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one representative. 

Apportionment of representatives to areas. 

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned among the 
representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proporfions. 

Districting of single county area entitled to 2 or more representatives. 

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member representative 
districts as follows: 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more,than 125 percent of a 
number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Districting of multiple county representative areas. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single member 
districts as equal as possible in population. adhering to county lines. 

§ 4 Annexation or merger with a city. 

Sec. 4. In counties having more than one representative or senatorial district, the territory in the same county annexed to or merged with a 
city between apportionments shall become a part of a contiguous representative or senatorial district in the city with which it is combined, if 
provided by ordinance of the city. The district or districts with which the territory shall be cornbinedshall be determined by such ordinance • 
certified to the secretary of state. No such change in the boundaries of a representative or senatorial district shall have the effect of removing a 
legislator from office during his term. 

• 
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§ 5 Island areas, contiguity. 

Sec. 5. Island areas are considered to be contiguous by land to the county of which they are a part. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment. 

Sec. 6. A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the 
state organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at 
which a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has received at such election 
more than 25 percent of such gubematorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be selected by each political party organization: 
(1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the northern boundaries of the counties of 
Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west of a line 
drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern Michigan, 
the remaining counties of the state. 

Eligibility to membership. 

No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, shall 
be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years 
after the apportionment in which they participated becomes effective. 

Appointment, term, vacancies. 

The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of the 
legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting 
plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment. 

Officers, rules of procedure, compensation, appropriation. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall 
receive compensation provided bylaw. The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities. 

Call to convene; apportionment; public hearings. 

Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the state 
and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 
45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The 
commission shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this constitution. 
All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The commission shall hold public hearings 
as may be provided by law. 

Apportionment plan, publication; record of proceedings. 

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date of its adoption and shall 
become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be 
responsible for the publication and distribution of each plan. 

Disagreement of commission; submission of plans to supreme court. 

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individually or jointly with other members, may 
submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan complies most accurately with the constitutional 
requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section. 

Jurisdiction of supreme court on elector's application. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise of original 
jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, 
and shall remand such plan to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution. 

Article V — Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power. 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. here these changes require the force of law, they shall 
be set forth in executive orders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the governor. 

§ 4 Commissions or agencies for less than 2 years. 

Sec. 4. Temporary commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need 
not be allocated within a principal department. 

Article VI —Judicial Branch 

§1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of 
appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature 
may establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. . 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and 
remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a 
judge. 
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CIRCULATOR—Do not sign or date certificate until after circulating petition. 

INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

A proposal to amend the Michigan Constitution to create an Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. If adopted, this amendment would transfer the authority to draw Congressional and State Legislative district lines from the Legislature and Governor to the 
Independent Commission. The selection process will be administered by the Secretary of State. Thirteen commissioners will be randomly selected from a pool of registered voters, and consist of four members who self-iderdify with each of the two major political parties, 
and Ave non-affiliated, independent members. Current and former partisan elected officials, lobbyists, party officers and their employees are not eligible to serve. The proposal is to be voted on in the November 6.2018 General Election. 

FOR THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT AND PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING CONSTITUTION THAT ARE ALTERED OR ABROGATED BY THE PROPOSAL IF ADOPTED, SEE THE REVERSE SIDE AND ATTACHED PAGES OF THIS PETITION. 

We, the undersigned qualified and registered electors, residents in the county of 	  Stale of Michigan, respectively petition for amendment to constitution. 

WARNING — A person who knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified and registered elector, or 
sets opposite his or her signature on a petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was affixed, is violating the provisions of the Michigan election law. 

INDICATE CITY OR TOWNSHIP 
IN WHICH REGISTERED TO VOTE SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE . ZIP CODE 

DATE OF SIGNING 

MO DAY YEAR 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

1 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP CEO 

2. 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

H3 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

0 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

CITY OF 0 
TOWNSHIP OF 0 

 

_ 

CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR 

The undersigned circulator of the above petition asserts that he or she Is 18 years of age or older and a United States citizen; that each signa-
ture on the petition was signed In his or her presence; that he or she has neither caused nor permitted a person to sign the petition more than 
once and has no knowledge of a person signing the edition more than once: and that, to his or her best knowledge and belief, each signature 
is the genuine signature of the person purporting to sign the petition, the person signing the petition was at the time of signing a registered 	(Signature of Circulator) 
elector of the city or township Indicated preceding the signature, and the elector was qualified to sign the petition. 
0 If the circulator is not a resident of Michigan, the circulator shall make a cross or check mark in the box provided, otherwise each signature 
on this petition sheet is invalid and the signatures will not be counted by a filing official. By making a cross or check mark in the box provided, 
the undersigned circulator asserts that he or she is not a resident of Michigan and agrees to accept the jurisdiction of this state for the pur-
pose of any legal proceeding or hearing that concerns a petition sheet executed by the circulator and agrees that legal process served on the 
Secretary of State or a designated agent of the Secretary of State has the same effect as if personally served on the circulator. 

WARNING A circulator knowingly making a false statement in the above certificate, a 
person not a circulator who signs as a circulator, or a person who signs a name other 
Than his or her own as circulator is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Paid for with regulated funds by Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee, PO Box 8362, Grand Rapids. MI 49518 

(Date) 

(Printed Name of Circulator) 

Complete Residence Address (Street and Number or Rural Route) [Do Not Enter a Post Office Box] 

(City or Township, State, Zip Code) 

(County of Registration, If Registered to Vote, of a Circulator who is not a Resident of Michigan) 
J•••••••.. 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The proposal, if adopted!, would amend Article IV, Sections 1 through 6, Article V. Sections 1, 2, and 4,Article VI, Sections 1 and 4 as 
follows (new language capitalized, deleled language struck out with a line): 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power. 

Sec. 1. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6 OR ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, +the legislative 
power of the Stale of MiChigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, turn. 

Sec. 2. The senate shalliconsist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 
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§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of repiresentatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The-di 
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§:5 INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 
Gernmiselen-eitleglelekve-eppertiennterth 

Sec. 6. 

(1) AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
(HEREINAFTER THE 'COMMISSION') IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED AS A PERMANENT COMMISSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 
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THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF 13 COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH 
OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS. STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL 

(A) BE REGISTERED AND ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN; 

(B) NOT CURRENTLY BE OR IN THE PAST 6 YEARS HAVE BEEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

(I)A DECLARED CANDIDATE FOR PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

(II) AN ELECTED OFFICIAL TO PARTISAN FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL OFFICE; 

OMAN OFFICER OR MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF A NATIONAL STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL PARTY; 

A PAID CONSULTANT OR EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL 
CANDIDATE, OF A FEDERAL, STATE. OR LOCAL POLITICAL CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN, OR OF A POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE; 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LEGISLATURE; 

ANY PERSON WHO IS REGISTERED AS A LOBBYIST AGENT WITH THE MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTION& 
OR ANY EMPLOYEE OF SUCH PERSON; OR 

AN UNCLASSIFIED STATE EMPLOYEE WHO IS EXEMPT FROM CLASSIFICATION IN STATE CIVIL SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XI, SECTIONS. EXCEPT FOR EMPLOYEES OF COURTS OF RECORD, EMPLOYEES OF 
THE STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, AND PERSONS IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE STATE; 

(C) NOT BE A PARENT, STEPPARENT, CHILD, STEPCHILD, OR SPOUSE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL DISQUALIFIED UNDER PART 
(1)(B) OF THIS SECTION; OR 

(D) NOT BE OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED FOR APPOINTED OR ELECTED OFFICE BY THIS CONSTITUTION. 

(E) FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT, A COMMISSIONER IS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD A PARTISAN 
ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE STATE, COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP LEVEL IN MICHIGAN. 

(2) COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE SELECTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROCESS: 

(A) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 

MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
CIRCULATE THE APPLICATIONS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT 
REGIONS OF THE STATE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO MAIL APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER 
TO TEN THOUSAND MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS, SELECTED AT RANDOM, BY JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR 
OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE A COMPLETED APPLICATION. 

REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO ATTEST UNDER OATH THAT THEY MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN 
THIS SECTION; AND EITHER THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES WITH THE 
LARGEST REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATURE (HEREINAFTER, "MAJOR PARTIES"), AND IF SO, IDENTIFY 
THE PARTY WITH WHICH THEY AFFILIATE, OR THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE MAJOR 
PARTIES. 

(B) SUBJECT TO PART (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL MAIL ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMISSIONER TO MICHIGAN REGISTERED VOTERS SELECTED AT RANDOM UNTIL 30 QUAUFYING APPLICANTS THAT 
AFFILIATE WITH ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS 
THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY AFFILIATE WITH THE OTHER OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, 
AND 40 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS THAT IDENTIFY THAT THEY DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS, EACH IN RESPONSE TO THE MAILINGS. 

(C) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR COMMISSIONER UNTIL JUNE 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

(D) BY JULY 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, FROM ALL OF THE APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL: 

ELIMINATE INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICATIONS OF APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE 
QUALIFICATIONS IN PARTS (1)(A) THROUGH (1)(D) OF THIS SECTION BASED SOLELY ON THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN THE APPLICATIONS; 

RANDOMLY SELECT 60 APPLICANTS FROM EACH POOL OF AFFILIATING APPLICANTS AND 80 APPLICANTS 
FROM THE POOL OF NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 50% OF EACH POOL SHALL BE POPULATED FROM THE 
QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO SUCH POOL WHO RETURNED AN APPLICATION MAILED PURSUANT TO PART 2(A) 
OR 2(B) OF THIS SECTION, PROVIDED, THAT IF FEWER THAN 30 QUALIFYING APPLICANTS AFFILIATED WITH 
A MAJOR PARTY OR FEWER THAN 40 QUALIFYING NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS HAVE APPLIED TO SERVE ON 
THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE RANDOM MAILING, THE BALANCE OF THE POOL SHALL BE 
POPULATED FROM THE BALANCE OF QUALIFYING APPLICANTS TO THAT POOL. THE RANDOM SELECTION 
PROCESS USED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO FILL THE SELECTION POOLS SHALL USE ACCEPTED 
STATISTICAL WEIGHTING METHODS TO ENSURE THAT THE POOLS, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, MIRROR THE 
GEOGRAPHIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP OF THE STATE; AND 

SUBMIT THE RANDOMLY-SELECTED APPLICATIONS TO THE MAJORITY LEADER AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE MINORITY 
LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) BY AUGUST 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE 
MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE MINORITY LEADER 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY EACH STRIKE FIVE APPLICANTS FROM ANY POOL OR POOLS, UP TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 20 TOTAL STRIKES BY THE FOUR LEGISLATIVE LEADERS. 

(F) BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR OF THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL 
RANDOMLY DRAW THE NAMES OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH OF THE TWO POOLS OF REMAINING 
APPLICANTS AFFILIATING WITH A MAJOR PARTY, AND FIVE COMMISSIONERS FROM THE POOL OF REMAINING 
NON-AFFILIATING APPLICANTS. 

(3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BELOW, COMMISSIONERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR THE TERM SET FORTH IN PART (18) OF THIS 



SECTION. IF A COMMISSIONERS SEAT BECOMES VACANT FOR ANY REASON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FILL THE 
VACANCY BY RANDOMLY DRAWING A NAME FROM THE REMAINING QUALIFYING APPLICANTS IN THE SELECTION POOL FROM 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL COMMISSIONER WAS SELECTED. A COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE SHALL BECOME VACANT UPON THE 
OCCURRENCE OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

DEATH OR MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THE COMMISSIONER; 

THE SECRETARY OF STATES RECEIPT OF THE COMMISSIONER'S WRITTEN RESIGNATION; 

THE COMMISSIONER'S DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE XI, SECTION 8; 

THE COMMISSIONER CEASES TO BE QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS A COMMISSIONER UNDER PART (1) OF THIS 
SECTION; OR 

(E)AFTER WRITTEN NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMISSIONER TO RESPOND, A VOTE OF 10 OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS FINDING SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DUTY, GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE. OR INABILITY TO 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION WITHOUT VOTE, AND IN THAT CAPACITY SHALL 
FURNISH. UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, ALL TECHNICALSERVICES THAT THE COMMISSION DEEMS 
NECESSARY. THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON. THE COMMISSION HAS THE SOLE POWER TO MAKE ITS 
OWN RULES OF PROCEDURE. THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAY HIRE 
STAFF AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION. 

BEGINNING NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS, AND CONTINUING 
EACH YEAR IN WHICH THE COMMISSION OPERATES, THE LEGISLATURE SHALL APPROPRIATE FUNDS SUFFICIENT TO 
COMPENSATE THE COMMISSIONERS AND TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS, OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE RETAINING INDEPENDENT, NONPARTISAN SUBJECT-MATTER EXPERTS AND LEGAL 
COUNSEL, CONDUCTING HEARINGS, PUBLISHING NOTICES AND MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION'S 
PROCEEDINGS, AND ANY OTHER ACTIVITY NECESSARY FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ITS BUSINESS, AT AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO NOT LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE GENERAL FUND/GENERAL PURPOSE BUDGET FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF EACH FISCAL YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL 
RETURN TO THE STATE TREASURY ALL MONEYS UNEXPENDED FOR THAT FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMISSION SHALL FURNISH 
REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, AT LEAST ANNUALLY, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 
ANNUAL AUDIT AS PROVIDED BY LAW. EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AT LEAST EQUAL TO 25 PERCENT 
OF THE GOVERNOR'S' SALARY. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SHALL INDEMNIFY COMMISSIONERS FOR COSTS INCURRED IF THE 
LEGISLATURE DOES NOT APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO COVER SUCH COSTS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE LEGAL STANDING TO PROSECUTE AN ACTION REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO DEFEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. THE 
COMMISSION SHALL INFORM THE LEGISLATURE IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES 
PROVIDED FOR OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
FUNDING TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO DEPEND ANY ACTION REGARDING AN ADOPTED PLAN. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ISSUE A CALL CONVENING THE COMMISSION BY OCTOBER 15 IN THE YEAR OF THE 
FEDERAL DECENNIALQENSUS. NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1 IN THE YEAR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FEDERAL 
DECENNIAL CENSUS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN UNDER THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING TYPES OF DISTRICTS: STATE SENATE DISTRICTS, STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

BEFORE COMMISSIONERS DRAFT ANY PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST TEN PUBLIC HEARINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS AND THE 
PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND SOLICITING INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT POTENTIAL 
PLANS. THE COMMISSION SHALL RECEIVE FOR CONSIDERATION WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OF PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS 
AND ANY SUPPORTING MATERIALS, INCLUDING UNDERLYING DATA, FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. THESE WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

AFTER DEVELOPING AT LEAST ONE PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION • 
SHALL PUBLISH THE pROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLANS AND ANY DATAAND SUPPORTING MATERIALS USED TO DEVELOP THE 
PLANS. EACH COMMISSIONER MAY ONLY PROPOSE ONE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT. THE COMMISSION 
SHALL HOLD AT LEAST FIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING COMMENT FROM 
THE PUBLIC ABOUT TIRE PROPOSED PLANS. EACH OF THE PROPOSED PLANS SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATAAS IS 
NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND A MAP AND LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION THAT INCLUDE THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNSHIPS; MAN-MADE 
FEATURES, SUCH AS STREETS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND RAILROADS; AND NATURAL FEATURES, SUCH AS WATERWAYS, WHICH 
FORM THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICTS. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL PERFORM HIS OR HER DUTIES IN A MANNER THAT IS IMPARTIAL AND REINFORCES PUBUC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ALL OF ITS BUSINESS 
AT OPEN MEETINGS. NINE COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH SELECTION POOL SHALL 
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM, AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL REQUIRE A QUORUM. THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE ADVANCE PUBLIC 
NOTICE OF ITS MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. THE COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT ITS HEARINGS IN A MANNER THAT INVITES WIDE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE COMMISSION SHALL USE TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE 
CONTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC OBSERVATION AND MEANINGFUL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS 
DURING ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, AND CONSULTANTS SHALL NOT DISCUSS REDISTRICTING MATTERS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OUTSIDE OF AN OPEN MEETING OF THE COMMISSION, EXCEPT THAT A COMMISSIONER MAY 
COMMUNICATE ABOUT REDISTRICTING MATTERS WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO GAIN INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS OR HER DUTIES IF SUCH COMMUNICATION OCCURS (A) IN WRITING OR (B)AT A PREVIOUSLY PUBLICLY 
NOTICED FORUM OR TOWN HALL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERS, STAFF, ATTORNEYS, EXPERTS, AND CONSULTANTS MAY NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT /il‘NY GIFT OR LOAN OF MONEY, GOODS, SERVICES, OR OTHER THING OF VALUE GREATER THAN $20 FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF ANY PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY INFLUENCE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMISSIONER. STAFF, 
ATTORNEY, EXPERT, OR CONSULTANT PERFORMS HIS OR HER DUTIES. 

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PART (14) OF THIS SECTION, A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION REQUIRES THE 
CONCURRENCE OF A1, MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. A DECISION ON THE DISMISSAL OR RETENTION OF PAID STAFF OR 
CONSULTANTS REQUIRES THE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER AFFILIATING WITH EACH OF THE MAJOR PARTIES AND 
ONE NON-AFFILIATING COMMISSIONER. ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE RECORDED, AND THE RECORD OF ITS 
DECISIONS SHALL BE READILY AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE. 



(13) THE COMMISSION SHALL ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN PROPOSING AND ADOPTING EACH PLAN, IN ORDER OF 
PRIORITY 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE OF EQUAL POPULATION AS MANDATED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, AND SHALL 
COMPLY WITH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL LAWS. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS. ISLAND AREAS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE CONTIGUOUS BY 
LAND TO THE COUNTY OF WHICH THEY ARE A PART. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT THE STATE'S DIVERSE POPULATION AND COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST COMMUNITIES 
OF INTEREST MAY INCLUDE. BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, POPULATIONS THAT SHARE CULTURAL OR HISTORICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST DO NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS. OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT PROVIDE A DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY. A 
DISPROPORTIONATE ADVANTAGE TO A POUTICAL PARTY SHALL BE DETERMINED USING ACCEPTED MEASURES OF 
PARTISAN FAIRNESS, 

DISTRICTS SHALL NOT FAVOR OR DISFAVOR AN INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIAL OR A CANDIDATE. 

DISTRICTS SHALL REFLECT CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES. 

DISTRICTS SHALL BE REASONABLY COMPACT 

(14) THE COMMISSION SHALL FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IN ADOPTING A PLAN: 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PLAN IS TESTED. USING 
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CRITERIA DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

BEFORE VOTING TO ADOPT A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF EACH PLAN THAT WILL 
BE VOTED ON AND PROVIDE AT LEAST 45 DAYS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN OR PLANS. EACH 
PLAN THAT WILL BE VOTED ON SHALL INCLUDE SUCH CENSUS DATA AS IS NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY DESCRIBE 
THE PLAN AND VERIFY THE POPULATION OF EACH DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. 

A FINAL DECISION OF THE COMMISSION TO ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COMMISSION, INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO AFFILIATE WITH EACH MAJOR PARTY, AND AT LEAST 
TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO DO NOT AFFILIATE WITH EITHER MAJOR PARTY, IF NO PLAN SATISFIES THIS 
REQUIREMENT FOR A TYPE OF DISTRICT, THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO ADOPT A 
PLAN FOR THAT TYPE OF DISTRICT 

EACH COMMISSIONER MAY SUBMIT ONE PROPOSED PLAN FOR EACH TYPE OF DISTRICT TO THE FULL 
COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION. 

EACH COMMISSIONER SHALL RANK THE PLANS SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PREFERENCE. EACH PLAN 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED A POINT VALUE INVERSE TO ITS RANKING AMONG THE NUMBER OF CHOICES, GIVING 
THE LOWEST RANKED PLAN ONE POINT AND THE HIGHEST RANKED PLAN A POINT VALUE EQUAL TO THE 
NUMBER OF PLANS SUBMITTED. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE PLAN RECEIVING THE HIGHEST TOTAL POINTS, THAT IS ALSO 
RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE 
PARTY OF THE COMMISSIONER SUBMITTING THE PLAN, OR IN THE CASE OF A PLAN SUBMITTED BY 
NON-AFFILIATED COMMISSIONERS, IS RANKED AMONG THE TOP HALF OF PLANS BY AT LEAST TWO 
COMMISSIONERS AFFILIATED WITH A MAJOR PARTY. IF PLANS ARE TIED FOR THE HIGHEST POINT TOTAL, THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE FINAL PLAN FROM THOSE PLANS. IF NO PLAN MEETS 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL RANDOMLY SELECT THE 
FINAL PLAN FROM AMONG ALL SUBMITTED PLANS PURSUANT TO PART (14)(C)(1). 

(15) WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ADOPTING A PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH THE PLAN AND THE MATERIAL REPORTS, 
REFERENCE MATERIALS, AND DATA USED IN DRAWING IT, INCLUDING ANY PROGRAMMING INFORMATION USED TO PRODUCE 
AND TEST THE PLAN. THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS SHALL BE SUCH THAT AN INDEPENDENT PERSON IS ABLE TO REPLICATE THE 
CONCLUSION WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATION OF ANY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS. 

(16) FOR EACH ADOPTED PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE A REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE 
COMMISSION MADE ITS DECISIONS IN ACHIEVING COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE MAP AND 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED IN PART (9) OF THIS SECTION. A COMMISSIONER WHO VOTES AGAINST A REDISTRICTING PLAN 
MAY SUBMIT A DISSENTING REPORT WHICH SHALL BE ISSUED WITH THE COMMISSION'S REPORT 

(17)AN ADOPTED REDISTRICTING PLAN SHALL BECOME LAW 60 DAYS AFTER ITS PUBLICATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL KEEP A PUBLIC RECORD OF ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND SHALL PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE EACH PLAN 
AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION. 

THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL EXPIRE ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS COMPLETED ITS OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
CENSUS CYCLE BUT NOT BEFORE ANY JUDICIAL REVIEW OF THE REDISTRICTING PLAN IS COMPLETE. 

THE SUPREME COURT, IN THE EXERCISE OF ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, SHALL DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
COMMISSION TO PERFORM THEIR RESPECTIVE DUTIES, MAY REVIEW A CHALLENGE TO ANY PLAN ADOPTED BY THE 
COMMISSION, AND SHALL REMAND A PLAN TO THE COMMISSION FOR FURTHER ACTION IF THE PLAN FAILS TO COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONSTITUTION, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR SUPERSEDING FEDERAL LAW. IN 
NO EVENT SHALL ANYBODY, EXCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION ACTING PURSUANT TO THIS 
SECTION, PROMULGATE AND ADOPT A REDISTRICTING PLAN OR PLANS FOR THIS STATE. 

THIS SECTION IS SELF-EXECUTING. IF A FINAL COURT DECISION HOLDS ANY PART OR PARTS OF THIS SECTION TO BE IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR FEDERAL LAW. THE SECTION SHALL BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAW PERMIT ANY PROVISION HELD INVALID IS 
SEVERABLE FROM THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, NO EMPLOYER SHALL DISCHARGE, THREATEN TO DISCHARGE, 
INTIMIDATE, COERCE, OR RETALIATE AGAINST ANY EMPLOYEE BECAUSE OF THE EMPLOYEE'S MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
COMMISSION OR ATTENDANCE OR SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE AT ANY MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION, OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 1 
THROUGH 6, ARTICLE V SECTIONS 1, 2 AND 4, AND ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 4, INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR 
PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO 
THE COMMISSION ARE LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND 
ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION, THE COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, 
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Article V — Executive Branch 

11 Executive power. • 

Sec. 1. EXCEPT TO THE: EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, OR ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS. The executive 
power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of institutions of 
higher education provided for In this consillution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Organization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 

Subsequent to the initial 'allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the executive branch or In the assignment of 
functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient administration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall 
be set forth in executive anders and submitted to the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if o shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving In each house, each order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the governor. 

EXEMPTION FOR INDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 
FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE AND' CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR ANY PRIOR JUDICIAL DECISION, AS OF THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ADDING THIS PROVISION, WHICH AMENDS ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 6, 
ARTICLE V. SECTIONS It, 2 AND 4. AND ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 4. INCLUDING THIS PROVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF 
INTERPRETING THIS CONSTITUTIONALAMENDMENT THE PEOPLE DECLARE THAT THE POWERS GRANTED TO INDEPENDENT 
CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR STATE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (HEREINAFTER, 'COMMISSION') ARE 
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OR APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
RESERVED TO THE COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION, AND ALL OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, OPERATIONS, FUNCTIONS, 
CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, TRANSFER, REORGANIZATION, OR 
REASSIGNMENT, AND SHALL NOT BE ALTERED OR ABROGATED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER, BY THE GOVERNOR. NO OTHER 
BODY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE THE SAME OR SIMILAR TO THOSE GRANTED TO THE 
COMMISSION IN ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6. 

§ 4 Commissions or agoI
ncles for lass than 2 years. 

Sec. 4. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE V. SECTION 2 OR ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, Ttemporary 
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commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need not be allocated 
within a principal department. 

Article VI —Judicial Branch 

§ 1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6. OR ARTICLE V. SECTION 2. *the judicial power 
of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of appeals, one trial court of 
general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature may establish by a 
two-thirds vole of the members elected to and serving in each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate Jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT LIMITED OR ABROGATED BY ARTICLE IV, SECTION 6, OR ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, *the supreme 
court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and remedial writs; and 
appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a judge. 

Provisions of existing Constitution altered or abrogated by the proposal if adopted. 

Article IV — Legislative Branch 

§1 Legislative power. 

Sec. I. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives. 

§ 2 Senators, number, term. 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same election as the governor for four-year 
terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. 

Senatorial districts, apportionment factors. 

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total population count of each federal decennial 
censuS, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the sum of its percentage of the stale's population as shown by the 
last regular federal decennial census computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four and its percentage of the 
state's land area computed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent. 

Apportionment rules. 

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the following rules: 

Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the stale computed to the nearest whole number. After each such county 
has been allocated one senator, the remaining senators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by 
the method of equal proportions applied to the apportionment factors. 

Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total apportionment 
factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the stale computed to the nearest whole number. Such counties shall 
thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular in shape as possible, and 
having as nearly as possible 13 apportionment Molars, but In no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial 
districts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above standards. 

Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The population of such districts shall be as nearly 
equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent no: more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the 
county by the number of senators to which It is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township boundary lines to the 
extent possible and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible. 	' 

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts. 

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single member districts apportioned on a 
basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of compact and convenient territory contiguous by land. 

Representative areas, single and multiple county. 

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall constitute a separate 
representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state shall be combined with another 
county or counties to fonn a representative area of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the stale. Any county which 
Is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area having the smallest 
percentage of the state's population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one representative. 

Apportionment of representatives to areas. 
After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be apportioned among the 
representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal proportions. 

Districting of single county area entitled to 2 or more representatives. 
Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided into single member representative 
districts as followsi 

The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than 125 percent of a 
number determined by dividing the population of the representative area by the number of representatives to which it is entitled. 

Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and shall be composed of compact and 
contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible. 

Districting of multiple county representative areas. 

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative, shall be divided into single member 
districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines. 

§ 4 Annexation or merger with a city. 

Sec. 4. In counties having more than one representative or senatorial district, the territory in the same county annexed to or merged with a 
city between apportionments shall become a part of a contiguous representative or senatorial district in the city with which it is combined, if 
provided by ordinance of the city. The district or districts with which the territory shall be combined shall be determined by such ordinance 
certified to the secretary of state. No such change in the boundaries of a representative or senatorial district shall have the effect of iernoving a 
legislator from office during his term. 
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§ 5 Is/and areas, contiguity. 

Sec. 5. Island areas are considered to be contiguous by land to Om county of which they are a pail. 

§ 6 Commission on legislative apportionment 

Sec. 6. A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors, four of whom shall be selected by the 
state organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at 
which a governor was elected preceding each apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has received at such election 
more than 25 percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be selected by the state 
organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be selected by each political party organization: 
(1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the northern boundaries of the counties of 
Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta, Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west of a line 
drawn along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4) southeastern Michigan. 
the remaining counties of the state. 

Eligibility to membership. 

No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, shall 
be eligible for mernbershIP on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years 
after the apportionment in' which they participated becomes effective. 

Appointment, term, vacancies. 

The commission shall be appointed Immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionment or districting of the 
legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting 
plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for original appointment. 

Officers, rules of procedure, compensation, appropriation. 

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the direction of the 
commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall 
receive compensation provided by law. The legislature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities. 

Call to convene; apportionment; public hearings. 

Within 30 days after the a:doption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the slate 
and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 
45 days thereafter. The commission shall complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The 
commission shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this constitution, 
All final decisions shall rerituire the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The commission shall hold public hearings 
as may be provided by iaW. 

Apportionment plan, publication; record of proceedings. 

Each final apportionment ;land districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from the date of Its adoption and shall 
become law 60 days afteapubfication. The secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be 
responsible for the publication and distribution of each plan. 

Disagreement of commission; submission of plans to supreme court. 

If a majority of the commb sion cannot agree on a plan, each member °lithe commission, individually or jointly with other members, may 
submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall determine which plan compiles most accurately with the constitutional 
requirements and shall direct that it be adopted by the commission and published as provided In this section. 

Jurisdiction of supreme court on elector's application. 

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the supreme court, in the exercise of original 
jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to perform their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, 
and shall remand such plain to the commission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution. 

Article V — Executive Branch 

§1 Executive power. 

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor. 

§ 2 Principal departments. 

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government and their 
respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, and the governing bodies of Institutions of 
higher education provided for in this constitution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They 
shall be grouped as far as practicable according to major purposes. 

Cirganization of executive branch; assignment of functions; submission to legislature. 
.1 

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes In the organization of the executive branch or in the assignment of 
functions among Its units vivhich he considers necessary for efficient adrainistration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shalt 
be set forth in executive miters and submitted lathe legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or 
a full regular session if of Shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved In both houses by a resolution concurred 
in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall became effective at a date thereafter to be designated 
by the governor. 

§ 4 Commissions or agencies for less than 2 years. 

Sec, 4 Temporary commiisions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years may be established by law and need 
not be allocated within a principal department. 

Article VI —Judicial Branch 

§ 1 Judicial power In coUrt of justice; divisions. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the slate is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court of 
appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate court, and courts of limited NI:Iv:fiction that the legislature 
may establish by a two-1110(1s vote of the members elected to and serving In each house. 

§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs; appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and 
remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a 
judge, 
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October 16, 2017 

Margaret Nelson, Assistant Attorney General 
Complex Litigation Manager 
Executive Division 
Department of Attorney General 
P.O. Box 30212 
Lansing, Michigan  48909 
 
 Re: August 24, 2017 Robert LaBrant Campaign Finance Complaint 

Dear Ms. Nelson: 
 
The Secretary of State and Bureau of Elections (Bureau) acknowledge receipt of your letter dated October 2, 2017, 
which included a copy of the rebuttal statement filed by Mr. Robert LaBrant.  In order to correct some 
misinformation provided in the rebuttal statement, this letter serves to provide clarification and response from 
the Department of State on this matter. 
 
After reviewing Mr. LaBrant’s rebuttal, I must re-emphasize the fact that the Bureau of Elections did nothing to 
change its standard process or break new ground during the review process of the Voters not Politicians proposed 
Constitutional amendment petition.  The Bureau’s standard process for reviewing draft Constitutional 
amendment petitions is clearly within the law and cannot be construed as a violation of the Campaign Finance 
Act.  The Bureau’s actions are a logical application of the law, and include examination of the existing 
Constitutional provisions the sponsor lists as altered or abrogated by the proposal.  The Bureau’s instructional 
publication, used by petition sponsors and drafters, specifically lists these requirements under the “Standard 
Format” portion of the document (see page 6 of the publication).  Reviewing this portion of a Constitutional 
amendment proposal sometimes involves asking for clarification or questioning the reasoning for listing specific 
provisions as altered or abrogated.  This level of review does not equate to assisting petition sponsors with 
drafting their actual language, and at no time did the Bureau draft language.  No evidence has been provided to 
corroborate the assertion that the Bureau has done anything different in this case; and several previous examples 
are available to confirm that the Bureau routinely takes this step in its review of proposed Constitutional 
amendment petitions.  The complainant has contrived and provided only unsubstantiated assumptions related to 
a process that he was not, in any way, directly involved in. 
 
The Bureau takes its role in this process very seriously and works meticulously to ensure every petition it receives 
is thoroughly reviewed and confirmed, to the best of our ability, to have met the standard formatting 
requirements as outlined in Michigan Election Law (MCL 168.482).  Each version that is presented to our office is 
subjected to this detailed process.  It is not at all unreasonable, given the number of revisions presented by the 
Voters not Politicians petition sponsor, the overall length and complexity of each draft, and the timing respective 
to when each version was submitted to our office, that the entire process for fully reviewing six separate (and 
equally lengthy and complex) drafts took 55 days. 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Ini_Ref_Pet_Website_339487_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Ini_Ref_Pet_Website_339487_7.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(52xnuq3fatdallfcojwvhixe))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-482
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Additionally, we do not agree with the assertion that it is the court’s role alone to determine whether specific 
Constitutional provisions are altered or abrogated by a proposed Constitutional amendment.  The long standing 
review process is an appropriate function of the state.  Courts have never instructed the Board of State 
Canvassers, Secretary of State or Bureau of Elections to refrain from considering a petition’s compliance with the 
identification and republication requirements of altered and abrogated provisions.  Case law firmly establishes 
that the Board has a duty to reject a proposal to amend the Constitution if the petition sponsor fails to republish a 
Constitutional provision that would be altered or abrogated.  Also, the Michigan Supreme Court has confirmed 
that it would be overly burdensome to expect petition sponsors to obtain a judicial determination regarding alter 
or abrogate at the pre-circulation stage: 

 
Nonetheless, because the application of the[ ] terms [alter or abrogate] continues to be a cause 
for debate, we take this opportunity to provide additional clarity.  We must take care to enforce 
the constitutional and statutory petition safeguards that exist to ensure that voters are 
adequately informed as they exercise their right to amend the Constitution.  In doing so, we have 
reasoned that “the ordinary elector, not being a constitutional lawyer, would be confused rather 
than helped by a publication of all the other constitutional provisions which were or might be 
directly or only remotely, and possibly only contingently, affected by the proposed amendment.”  
We also must use caution not to usher in an interpretation by which we would “effectively 
require a petition circulator … to secure a judicial determination of which provisions of the 
existing Constitution the proposed amendment would ‘alter or abrogate.’” 1  

 
These statements should be weighed heavily when considering the practical application of the complainant’s 
assertions.  In my last response, I noted the statutory exceptions in the Michigan Campaign Finance Act that allow 
government officials to act in their official capacity, even when those duties intersect with election-related 
activities.  Without steps that help to ensure technical error is minimized prior to circulation, petition sponsors 
(and voters who sign these petitions) are left with an extremely limited, high-risk framework for advancing their 
Constitutional rights; which would also work to eliminate the public’s overall confidence in the initiative and 
referendum process.  Additionally, what resources would then be available to the Board of State Canvassers in 
fulfilling their statutory duties?  The arguments presented by the complainant are illogical and unworkable when 
considering the clear statutory requirements of the petition form and the Bureau’s previously undisputed and 
well-established process and guidance.  As I stated in my September 21 response, Bureau staff should be 
encouraged to detect and work with sponsors to rectify obvious technical deficiencies in the formatting of an 
initiative or referendum petition.  To conclude otherwise would constitute an enormous disservice to petition 
sponsors, the voters who sign their petitions, and the volunteers and staff who circulate the petitions.   
 
In closing, please consider the points outlined above and also refer to my response dated September 21, 2017 to 
address Mr. LaBrant’s remaining claims in his rebuttal statement (which again, provides no new facts or 
supporting evidence).  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Sally Williams 
Director of Elections  

 
c:  Secretary of State Ruth Johnson 

                                                           

1
 Protect Our Jobs v Board of State Canvassers, 492 Mich 763, 781 (2012). 
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