
Anna Chatten 
8416 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 48114 

Dennis Michael Palmer 
10382 Grand River Road 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 

Robert Potocki 
8420 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 48114 

James Sarna 
8266 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 48114 

STATE OF MICIDGAN 

RUTH JOHNSON. SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

July 14, 2016 

Dear Ms. Chatten, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Potocki, and Mr. Sarna: 

The Department of State (Department) received formal complaints filed by Buddy Moorehouse 
against each of you, alleging that you violated section 47(1) of the Michigan Campaign Finance 
Act (MCFA), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.247(1), by failing to include a complete and correct 
identification statement on certain campaign material. A copy of the complaint is provided as an 
enclosure with this letter. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election to include the phrase "Paid for by [name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), Mich. Admin. R 169.36(2). A knowing 
violation constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, 
imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

In support of his complaints, Mr. Moorehouse provided a copy of a business card which states, 
~·supervisor - Jim Sarna [,] Clerk - Bob Potocki [,] Trustee - Anna Chatten [,] Trustee - Mike 
Palmer[.]" The paid-for-by statement on this card appears to omit the words "paid for by" and 
your committees' addresses. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department's examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. 
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If you wish to file a written response to the complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. You may each submit an answer, or you may 
submit one answer signed by each of you. Please include any evidence that reflects any 
corrective measures you have taken to bring your campaign material into compliance with 
the MCFA. Your response may include any written statement or additional documentary 
evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the Department of State, Bureau of 
Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 151 Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 
48918. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the 
evidence furnished by the complainant. 

A copy of your reply will be provided to Mr. Moorehouse, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and 
materials provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether "there may be reason 
to believe that a violation of[the MCFA] has occurred(.]" MCL 169.215(10). Note that the 
Department's enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, 
conducting an administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for 
enforcement of the criminal penalty provided in section 47(6) of the Act. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 241-0395. 

c: Buddy Moorehouse 

~injrely, . 

~·A 1/xrv.--~:s 
Lori A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 



RECEIVEO/FILEO_,_,... 
HlSHIGAH DEPT CF S t,-. ~ {.. 

Cam~ai~n Finance Compla~nt Form JUL _8 PH 2: 32 Mtclugan Department of State 2016 
[ • ,...,. - ,r.~ ' "'/G~"~E ~ ~~ ~-"L ~ • Ui\ ..,. (\ 1"'\ __ r , 

This complaint lonn rna)' be used to lite a complaint alleging that someone violated the Michigan 
Cnmpail!n finance Act (the MCFA. I CJ76 PA 388. as amended: MCL 169.201 er seq.). -\11 
Ulli.Jrnmtion on the form tnll')t be prfl\ tdt:d along \\11 h .u1 nnginal '>ign:nurr.: and t!\ 1J~nr.:L. Please 
print or type all information. 

I alleue that the MCF A was violated as lollows· . 
Section 1. Complainant 
Yc...r"'luru~ I (~~~~~~;~i~~~;;~ml~r Buddy Moorehouse 
~lnJmg A"clrc,~ 

5700 Scythe Court 
Cil~ 

~~~ I ~;137 Greoorv 

Section 2. AUegcd Violator ; ., . ·,· . 
N4Utlf.: 

Robert Potocki 
Marlin~ Addr~:o'" 

8420 Woodland Shore Drive 
Crl~ I,~~ I lip 
Brighton 48114 

I Section 3. AUcged VIolations (Use additiOnal sheet if more space is-needed.) 

Sccti«~nt'l ur1b~ \IC 1'\ \iulllt~d: 

169.247 Subsection 1 

1::\pl~in h(m thn~c ~ectiun~ ntrc \ iulut~d : 

Subsection 1 requires that printed material ubear the name of the person or committee paying 

for the printed material. The candidate's printed material lacks the address and paid for disclosure. 
Business cards are not amongst the list of exempted items published by the Secretary of State. 
Per their guidance, "Any item not included in this list is not exempt from the Act's identification and 

disclaimer requirements, and must contain an identification statement. and if applicable, a disclaimer 

statement." Per the Michigan Secretary of State Ruling on William Everard (July 8, 1978) (see 

attachment>, business cards are not exempt from this requirement of the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act 

The candidate's printed materials - see attached. 



. . 
RECEIVED/FILED 

t ~ I SHIGAH DEPT CF STA7i: 

Campaign Finance Complaint For~& JUL -8 PH 2: 33 
Michigan Department of State 

,., -cTIO'',../C~c- ~ -:- ~ r "L L.~- ~ .(.,; f\-• •• ·' - ' "' 

This complaint li.lrm rna) he us~d to lite a complaint alleging that someone violated the Michh.!;m 
Cnmpai!.!n Finance Act (the MCFA. 1976 PA 3R8. as amended_: MCL 169.20 I et .\l!fJ . ) . 1\11 
mtbrmat1on on the lurm mu'-t be prm idt:d along \\ uh an origin<~l sign~llure and ~Z\ iJ~ncc. PJense 
p1int or type all information. 

I oiJene that the MCfA \\as \·iolated us lollo\\S' .;.;.• ' ' ' 
Section 1. Com plainn nt 'L' ~-

\'our Num~ 1~~~~l~ ;~~;~~;;ml~r Buddy Moorehouse 
M:uhn;; Atldr~.-

5700 Scvthe Court 
C:il~ I ~~~ · 1 ;;137 Greaorv 

Section 2. Alleged Violator .· 
"' - ...::. 

!\lnmc 

Dennis Michael Palmer 
1\lmhnl! Atldrc~' 

1 0382 Grand River Road 
(II~ 

I~~~ l l'l' Brighton 48116 

I Section 3. Alleged Violations (Use additional sheet if more space is needed.) 

~cllnnl~) nr tht \1{ ·a: \ \ iulall•tl: 

169.247. Subsection 1 

l.tpluln hn11 thu•r ~ctiuns "rre \'lollllrd! 

Subsection 1 requires that printed material Mbear the name of the person or committee paying 

for the printed material. The candidate's printed material lacks the address and paid for disclosure. 
Business cards are not amongst the list of exempted items published by the Secretary of State. 
Per their guidance, "Any item not included in this list is not exempt from the Act's identification and 

disclaimer requirements, and must contain an identification statement. and if applicable, a disclaimer 
statement." Per the Michigan Secretary of State Ruling on William Everard (July 8, 1978) (see 

attachment>. business cards are not exempt from this requirement of the Michiaan Campaign 
Finance Act. 

t:l itlrnct lila I snp(llort\ th~t' :tll~,:nllnns (:mach "'JI'C' of r-:nutcn1 tltK.unk.'lll~ wt~ uth•T mli>rrnallm!l 

The candidate's printed materials - see attached 



RECEIVED/FILED 
t·HCHIGAH DEPT OF STAT[ 

Campaign Finance Complaint For~IG JUL -8 PH 2: 32 
Michigan Department of State 

T\"l_II"JGPE ~.,. ~ .... II.L c:..!:C I 1.11' ~ .-. , .., , w_ ..... 

This complaint t<.mn may be used to nte a complaint allt!ging that someone violated the Michigan 
Cnmpait!n finance Act (the MCF A. 1976 PA 388. as amended; MCL 169.20 I et secf .). \II 
mlimnatiun I.Jil the l(nm nwo,t h~ (1W\ i(kd ,,!nng "ith .111 original •, ' ' nur~ nnd C\ iJ~ncc. Please 
print or type all information. 

I alJene that the MCFA was \"iolatcd us lollows· . ,_. • 
Sedion 1. Complainant • 
\'11ur Name I (~·~;~c;~·~~~·~~~~m~r Buddy Moorehouse 
M•ulmg A<ldrc\~ 

5700 Scythe Court 
Cil' I s~~ I ;;137 GreQorv 

Section 2. Alleged Violator v' 

'lumc 

Anna Chatten 
Maalmg Addn:'~ 

8416 Woodland Shore Drive 
L'll\ I )~~ I''" Brighton 48114 

I Section 3. Alleged Violations (Use additional sheet if more spnce is needed.) 

Scction(~l urth~ ;\1<"1'".\ \IIIMrll: 

169.247. Subsection 1 

l~(llain Ito\\ lhu.r ~rctin11s ~>rrr 'lnhllrtl: 

.. 

Subsection 1 requires that printed material "bear the name of the person or committee paying 

for the printed material. The candidate's printed material lacks the address and paid for disclosure. 
Business cards are not amongst the list of exempted items published by the Secretary of State. 
Per their guidance. "Any item not included in this list is not exempt from the Act's identification and 

disclaimer requirements, and must contain an identification statement. and if applicable. a disclaimer 

statement." Per the Michigan Secretary of State Ruling on William Everard (July 8, 1978) (see 

attachment>. business cards are not exempt from this requirement of the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act 

bidrncr th111 suppurts lhn•r:IIIcl!:lliun~ tau • ..:h wp1..:• of r.:rtrucnt tiw:un~'llt~ :uMl t•lhLT mfttriii:Uwnl. 

The candidate's printed materials - see attached. 

I 
( 



R ECEIVED/FILEO 
MICHIGAN DEPT OF STATE 

Campaign Finance Complaint Form 
Michigan Department ofShttc 2016 JUL -8 PH 2: 32 

c:..::CT/ON"= I""RJ: r ~-A. 
This complaint li.wm may be us~d to lile a complaint alleging that someone violatea t~e 1VIt~htgo.@L 
Campaign finance Act (the MCFA. 1976 PA 388. as amended: MCL 169.201 f! l.'i<!Cf.) . .!\11 
tnformlltl n (111 th:: lnnn mu~r be pi'\)\ ttk i ,tll>ng '' 11 h ru1 tlriginal SI!:-11:.1\Liri! and C\ td~n~c. Please 
print or type nil information . 

I ·IJlene that the MCF A was \ iolated as folio\\ s· • .,. . 
Section 1. Complainant 
YuurNam~ I (~~~;~~~-~~~~~~;~uu~r Buddy Moorehouse 
M:1ihn)t Addr~~~ 

5700 Scythe Court 
Cit~ 

I~:~ lll(l 
Gregory 48137 

·$ection 2. Alleged Violntor 
Nun10: 

James Sarna 
~la1hng Addn:" 

8266 Woodland Shore Drive 
Lit~ I~~~ I Z1p 
Brighton 48114 

I Section 3. Alleged V,iolations (Use additional sheet if more space is needed.) 

S~clion(~) ur1J1~ ,\l("f.\ liUiiltc:d: 

169.247. Subsection 1 

Subsection 1 requires that printed material "bear the name of the person or committee paying 

for the printed material. The candidate's printed material lacks the address and paid for disclosure. 
Business cards are not amongst the list of exempted items published by the Secretary of State 
Per their guidance. "Any item not included in this list is not exempt from the Act's identification and 

disclaimer requirements. and must contain an identification statement. and if applicable, a disclaimer 
statement." Per the Michigan Secretary of State Ruling on William Everard (July 8, 1978) (see 

attachmentl. business cards are not exempt from this requirement of the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act. 

•. ,id~m!l' lh111 surt•urts H111~c :11Jr;:~uuns tatHI~h ~~~rics ul'~rllll~ntllt~<.'\IIIJCnls anll uthcr mr. n rl.liHtn l 

The candidate's printed materials - see attached. 



{ Section 4. Certification (Required) 

X 

I certify tlutllo tile be..'lt of 11{1' knowlet(!ft!, illformatiou, tmtl belief, formetl after 
a retL'itmable illtJIIiry 11mler tile circum.'itauces. euc:lt fiu:tual cmtlt!llfhm tif tlti:; 
com /aittl is su orted b1• e1•itlem:e. 

06/28/2016 

Section 5. Certification without E\'idencc (Supplemental to Section 4) 

Section 15(6) of the l\TCF'A (MCL 169.215) requires thnt the signed ccrtificntion found in 
section 4 of this form be included in C\'ea·y complaint. Ho\\cver. it: ultcr a reusonable inquiry 
under the circumstances. )OU are unable to certil) that certain lactual contentions are supported 
by evidence, you may also make the following certilication: 

X 

I certify tlwt to tile ht>st of my lmowleilge, iufarmatimt, or belief, there ure 
gromuls to couc/mle that lite jiJI/owi11g specifically ide11tijied factmtf 
contentions al'e /il..e/y to be supptlrletl by e••ideuce after tl l'l!ttsomtble 
apportunityfor furtlu.!r inquiry. Tltose !ipecijit· couteutimts are: 

------~----~--~-------------------.,,~lulur~ uf l wnplamulll 

Section 15(8) of the MCF A pnwides that n person who files u compl:tint with u f:dse certiricntion is 
responsible for a ch·il \'iolation of the MCFA. The person rna,- be required to pa~· u ch il tine of up 
to Sl,OOO.OO and some or all of the expenses incurred hy the l\lkhiglm De1mrtment of Stnte and du~ 
alleged \'iolutor as a direct result of the tiling of the complaint. 

Mail or deliver the completed complaint lorm \\ ith :Ill originnl signnturc and c\·idence to the fi.1llowing. 
uddress: 

Michigan Department of State 
Bureauof [ lections 

Richard II. Austin Building- I <;l Floor 
.no \\'est Allegan Street 
l ansing. Michigan 48918 



EXEMPTIONS 
Certain items arc exempt tium the identification or disclaimer Tl.'quircment due their sii'c or dillkulty or 
placement. Following is a listing ofthe cxempt~'CI item!'.: 

Aerial Bonners Frisbees Pens 
Ashtra\s Glasses Pin\\ heels 

Bmlges & 13ndge Holden~ Golf Bulls Plastic Tahh:warc 
Balloons GolfTI!es Pocket Prot~octors 
Bingo Chips Hnts !•ot llolders 
Brushes Horns Refriuerator l\"lngm.:\S 
Butn[X.'f Stickers ( ~·· X Is·· Or Ice Scm[ll!rs Ribbons 
Smaller) 

Buttons Jar Lid Grippers 15"" Or Smaller) Shot: Hums 
CmnJXIignStick~.'l~l3 .. X I Ill'" Or KI!V Rill"S . ., Stuplc R~:muwt~ 
Small~:r) 

GlndyWr~(ll/2""X21/l""Or Knives Sun Glasses 
Smaller) 

Ci!.!<U't:ltc Liuhtt:rs Labels Sun Visnrs 
Cloth Putllold~!rs Lapd Pins!SticJ..ers S" eatshirts 
Clothes Pins Magnilying Glasses s,, ialc Sticks 
Clothing Matchbooks T-Shirts 
Coasters Nail Clippers TV Scroll A<hcrtisement 
Combs 

1 
Nail Files Whistles 

---

! Cups Noisemakers I Wooden Nkl.ds (Appro'\. Si1e of a 5~ 
Cent Coin) 

' ·-Drinkinu Glasses Wooden Rult:r.~ 113 .. Or Smaller) Paper & Pla.;Jic Cups 
Earrinl!s Pa('ICr & Plastic Plate:. 

. -
Yo-Yo s 

Emerv Boards - Pap.:r Weights 
Ell\ elope~ Pencil" 
Erasers Pendants 
Fortune Cookie Mcs.c.ago Pennant!:> 
( 112"" X z· Or Smaller) ' 

Any item nol included in this list is noj exempt li·otu the Act's identification and disclaimer 
requirements, ami must contain an identitication statement. and if applicable. a disclaimer statement. 

Commiuee Addr~s Chanue 

A committee that has filed an amendment to its Statement ofOrgani1.ation to sho\\ a change ol' 
crnnm ina: address is not ri.'tjttired to note the change of addl'l.'SS on print1.'tl matter it prc,·iousb purch;t~d 
dS long <lS the printed matter contains an identification statement that ''as corr~t at the time the 
printed matter \\US produced. 

D. CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS 
Cmnpaign linance reports arc required hy Michigm1 Ia\\ to disclose all contribution-; and expenditures of 
a cundidatc committee. 

I. When ;tre cumpnign finuncc rcpurts due? 
The lollowin!l schedule is Jl)r the ~014 election c) cle: 

8 



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F s r A r e 
- ... : -- ~: -- . :~'! __;_ .... -. . ... .. -- .... : .:.· .. 

(IICI-IARO H AuSTIN 0 SECRETA!tY OF SiATE 

s·r A I" C.: Tflt::A!>Lif\'1' tllHLOtrlG 

July 7, 1978 

Mr. WilliamS. E~erard 
Route fJl 
Holverine, Hichigan 49799 

Dear l·lr. Everard: 

Th1s is in response to your three sr:parate requests of ~!t1Y 2, l978, concerning 
the applicability of the identification requirements of the Campaign F1nance 
.l\ct ("the Act"). P.A. 388 of 1976, as amended, to various advertising specialties. 

The fir!>t inquiry concerns the necessity of an identification on plastic discs . 
co!Mlonly sold under the trade name of Frisbee. You state that copy is s il~:-screened 
on thest: discs and, therefort:!, small type sizes do not reproduce well. Further, 
imprint area is restricted to the center port ion and ranges from 4" to 4 ~/2" 
in diameter, depending on the size of the disc selected. According t~ the 
catalog sheet included in your request, three diameter sizes are offered- 7 l/4", 
8 3/4", and 9 l/•l". In addition, you mention an identification \·tould for':!! COIJY 
into curved lett~ring which increases the cost of the article. 

Your second request involves cloth pot holders, 611 x 6" and 711 x 7", fo1· 1~hich 
you state an ider.tification \':ould appear illegible because of the problem of 
printing on the rough surface of the cloth. Ycu indicdte in order for the 
identifkat1on to be readable, large size type r1ould be necessary. SrJace 
1 imitations se~ve to make .the use of 1 a rg e type i mprac t i ca 1 • 

You ·r third request involve!: t\oJO samples of pol itica1 advertising cards. On~ 
sample, \<1hich measures 3 3/4 ~' x 2 l/4", has the picture of a candidate on the 
~ront side and the name and various campaign positions of the candid~te printed 
'Jn ~?Je reverse side. The second sample, similar in size, opens in Lhe middle 
to ~isplay a monthly calendar of 1978. 

Section 47 of the Act (NCLJ\ § 169.2tl7) rt!quires printed a:attcr havin9 refc::rence 
to a candidate to bear the name and address of the pcr~on paying for the matter. 
The p1·ovision states, however, that rules may be promulgated to exempt items 
from the required identification. Rule 169.36 of the General Hules, prc~ulgatcd 
by the Secretary of St.1te purs.uilnt to Jllthority confel·reQ by Section ~5 of the 
Ac: ~~lCU\ li 169.215) and havins the effect of l aw , exe:npts campaig!" ite•n!:, the 
s i ze of which mak~s i t unrea~o~able co add an idanti f~cation. 



•·' 111-. Hill i a;n S. £vera r·d 
PilgC T~·lO 

In its role «s principal administr·ato,- nf tl1e Act, t h.:: Dcr>artment determ ine~ 
it \·,auld b= unreasonaulc to require printirHJ of an itlc.-ntHicatian en pla!:tic 
discs of the type illdiccltCd in your- request in instances where the orinting 
is done by a silk- screened process. S\milal'ly, cloth pot holders of the type 
presented in your :!:ecaud ·inquiry a1·c also exempted fror.1 the j(Jentifi cillion 
requi t·er.1cnts for the sume reason. 

However. the political adv,:rtising cards described in your third query must 
bear the id~ntification required by the Act. lt is nut unreasonable :n this 
instance to require the printing of t~a identification. 

Sinc~y, 

/l:{vi--1 JJ -i?~-z~ 
~chard H. Austin 
S~c re :a ry o f State 

RHA:pk 



Honest-Alnericans 
ATCHDOGS 

WATcHDoGS 
1. Small Government. Open. Transparent. 
2. Neighborhoods FIRST 

• Safe Wells 
• Safe Streets 
• Clean lakes 

3. Common Sense Services 
4.. Voter Approval. Our Taxes. Our Money. 

~~~..!.11~":'3 Cc:r!iit:eue:I Il.:ts;~~il 
~~mtor:e:str.-.1~"-'tl!t Cm: ·'tel!l~!.~P~ 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Rum JOHNSON. SECRETARY OF STATE 

Buddy Moorehouse 
5700 Scythe Court 
Gregory, Michigan 4813 7 

Dear Mr. Moorehouse: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

July 28, 2016 

The Department of State received a response to the complaints you filed against Anna Chatten, 
Dennis Michael Palmer, Robert Potocki, and James Sarna, which concern an alleged violation of 
the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 el seq. A copy of 
the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter. 

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the 
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 151 Floor, 430 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. 

c: Anna Chatten 
Dennis Michael Palmer 
Robert Potocki 
James Sarna 

~-Alb;)~ 
Lon A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 



july 20 2016 

Lori A Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Dept of State 

Dear Lori 

• I t 

zr to JUL. 25 Pi·l 3: 30 

El : : .. :. . ' -· ,:., 

The printed material that was submitted by Mr Moorehouse was a first attempt at 
getting our message out, not knowing what information we needed on the cards, we 
have corrected the situation, and the first ones will not be used, the new card is 
included, furthermore I personally have not distributed any of the first cards that Mr 
Moorehouse filed a complaint on and have no idea where he can accuse me 
personally. 

It's another example of new people trying to do something in government with the 
status quo not wanting any opposition in Livingston county. 

Please let me know if the revised card is correct, If I do not hear anything then I will 
think that there are no problems. 

I do not plan on doing anything with them until after August 2nd. election. 

tfullY. 
~ 

a rna 
Woodland Shore Dr 

Brighton Mi 48114 
Cell 810-923-7783 





STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RUTH JoHNSON. SECRETARY OF STATE 

Buddy Moorehouse 
5700 Scythe Court 
Gregory, Michigan 4813 7 

Dear Mr. Moorehouse: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

August 8, 2016 

The Department of State received two additional responses to the complaints you filed against 
Anna Chatten, Dennis Michael Palmer, Robert Potocki, and James Sarna, which concern an 
alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 
et seq. Copies of the responses are provided as an enclosure with this letter. 

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the 
date ofthis letter to the Bureau ofEiections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. 

c: Anna Chatten 
Dennis Michael Palmer 
Robert Potocki 
James Sarna 

~·.A ~b,y-.-J 
Lon A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 
RICHARD H . AUSTIN BUILDING • 1ST FLOOR • 430 W. ALLEGAN · · LANSING. MICHIGAN 48918 



Deplftlnellt rl Stale, Blnau rl EJections 
Richard H. Austin Blilding 1st ftoor 
430 West Megan snet 
lansing, Michigan 48918 

JAJiy 23, 2016 

To \\bJm I may concern: 

I hrMt rac::elwed your Ieier reganing the disclaimer misalng tum 
lhe bulinesa auda and have taken steps to corract the 
problem (paid for) by~ al cards that went prinled. It 
was .. CMnight that was mill8ed and has been COiillded 
once lcnown. 1lBik you b' your allenlion to this mder. 

~~.~ 
~-~ 

10382 Grand RhMr 
BrighD\, .... 48116 



I -

Lori A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor 
430 W. Allegan 

2016~ ~ ·~ - 1 A!l11:55 

Lansing, Mi 48918 

July 27 2016 

Re: Campaign Finance Complaint Buddy Moorehouse 6/28/2016 
vs Brighton Township candidates Anna Chatten, Robert Potocki and James Sarna 

Dear Ms Bourbonais: 

Please accept this as a joint response to the above complaint by the undersigned. 

Additional Information: 
1. We do not know Mr Moorehouse. 
2. He does not live within the Brighton Township Voting District. 
3. Biographical information indicates he is a long-time political veteran. A Pro. 
4. The business card at issue was the first piece of literature created by neighbors who 

are sick and tired of the many violations of our legal rights by our township. 
5. As citizens we decided to participate in the political process to try and make a 

difference. 
6. It was our first joint expenditure that totaled about $25. 
7. At the time it was created, we believed the card legally disclosed sponsorship 

because it clearly listed the names of our committees and the names and addresses 
of the committees are on file with the county clerk. 

8. We sincerely believe the intent of the law was met and that any reasonable person 
would have no trouble finding us. 

9. All remaining cards have been removed from circulation and destroyed. All future 
literature will be scrutinized for strict technical compliance. 

Based on the above, we believe the complaint is frivolous and adds no value or integrity to 
the election process. In fact, it appears to be harassment and interference with the valid 
constitutional rights of citizens to participate in their government. Initiated by an 
experienced political actor. 

We trust this will satisfy the Bureau of Elections concerns and will allow you to drop the 
complaint without prejudice. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Anna Chatten 

/fl/l.cv {/(r~ ...... 
James Sarna 

aJJ--



Anna Chatten 
8416 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 48114 

Dennis Michael Palmer 
10382 Grand River Road 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 

Robert Potocki 
8420 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 481 I 4 

James Sarna 
8266 Woodland Shore Drive 
Brighton, Michigan 48 I 14 

STATE OF MICIDGAN 

Rt..rrH I OHNSON. SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

November 22, 2016 

Dear Ms. Chatten, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Potocki, and Mr. Sarna: 

The Department of State (Department) has completed its investigation of the complaints filed 
against you by Buddy Moorehouse, which alleged that you violated section 47(1) of the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.247(1), by failing to 
include a complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related material. 
This letter concerns the disposition of Mr. Moorehouse's complaints. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election to include the phrase "Paid for by [name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), R I69.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1 ,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 
or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

The Act also requires the Department to "endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further 
violation by using informal methods [,]" if it finds that "there may be reason to believe that a 
violation ... has occurred[.]" MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is "to 
correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]" ld. 

Mr. Moorehouse filed his complaint on July 8, 2016. Mr. Palmer filed a response on July 23, 
2016. Mr. Sarna filed a written response on July 28,2016, and a supplemental response was 
filled by Mr. Sarna, Mr. Potocki, and Ms. Chatten on August 1, 2016. Mr. Moorehouse did not 
file a rebuttal statement with the Department. 
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Mr. Moorehouse alleged that you failed to include a complete paid-for-by statement on a 
business card. In support of his complaint, Mr. Moorehouse provided a copy of the business 
card which stated, "Supervisor - Jim Sarna [,] Clerk - Bob Potocki [,] Trustee - Anna Chatten [,] 
Trustee - Mike Palmer[.]" The paid-for-by statement on the business card appeared to omit 
your committees' addresses. 

In your responses you admitted that your business cards were not in compliance with the Act at 
the time the complaint was filed, but once the omission was brought to your attention you 
destroyed the cards in question and printed new campaign material with the correct and complete 
paid-for-by statements on them. You provided a copy ofthe new campaign piece, and it appears 
that this new material contained complete and correct paid-for-by statements. 

While the Department believes that the evidence tends to show that your campaign material 
failed to contain a complete paid-for-by statement, section 15(1 0) of the MCFA requires the 
Department to •:endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further violation by using informal 
methods such as a conference, conciliation, or persuasion[.]" The Department is satisfied that 
you took appropriate corrective measures to bring your campaign material into compliance with 
the MCFA. 

Additionally, the Department is advising you that section 47(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to 
print a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of 
the phrase "paid for by" followed by the full name and address of your committee. Note that all 
printed materials that refer to an election or your candidacy produced in the future must include 
this identification statement. 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
identify your printed matter, and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to 
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 
J;llay merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 

The Department now considers this matter closed and will take no further action against you at 
this time. 

c: Buddy Moorehouse 

Sincerely, 

~,A~ 
Lori A. Bourbonais 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 


