StaTE OF MICHIGAN
RutH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Lansmic
January 24, 2017
Sunny Sahu
Citizens for Sunny Sahu
7414 Starbrook Street

Portage, Michigan 49024

Kathi Valeii
471 Egleston Avenue
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001

Dear Mr. Sahu and Ms. Valeii:

The Department of State {Department) received a formal complaint filed by Zachary Lassiter
against you, alleging that you violated section 47(1) of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.247(1), by failing to include a complete and correct
identification statement certain campaign material. A copy of the complaint is provided as an
enclosure with this letter.

The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed
material that relates to an election to include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the
person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), Mich. Admin. R 169.36(2).

In support of his complaint, Mr. Lassiter provided copy of an article written by Ms. Valeii which
states, “know who you’re voting for [,]” “T’ll be voting for Sunny Sahu [,]” and “he is the best
candidate for the job [.]” It appears that the paid-for-by statement is omitted from the article.
Mr. Lassiter also provided a copy of one page from the Citizens for Sunny Sahu Committee’s
2016 Pre-Election campaign finance statement expenditure schedule which shows a payment to
Kathi Valeii for “communications consultation.”

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as

true.

If you wish to file a written response to the complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Please include any evidence that reflects any
corrective measures you have taken to bring your campaign material into compliance with
the MCFA. Your response may include any written statement or additional documentary
evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the Department of State, Bureau of
Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1* Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan
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48918. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the
evidence furnished by the complainant,

A copy of your reply will be provided to Mr. Lassiter, who will have an opportunity to submit a
rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 47(6) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 241-0395.

Singerely,

: L\. A\ 631/"’\—"&%01— 'I\-)
Lori A. Bourbonais

Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Zachary Lassiter



e PREP Ry

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections -~ SIER/FILED
Lansing, MI i besy Bl
ipHOY 16 P 3:23

In The Matter of: ) 11__;fllalt;wl e
) .
Citizens for Sunny Sahu ] COMPLAINT FOR
Committee ID # 54979 ) VIOLATION OF
7414 Starbrook Street ) SECTION 47
Portage, MI 49824 ) OF THE MICHIGAN
Viclator } CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACT
)
-8- )
)
Kathi valeii )
471 Egleston Ave )
Kalamazoo, MI 45e01 )
Viclator }
}
Zachary Lassiter (269)389-6176 )
PO BOX 51644 )
Kalamazoo, MI 49885 )
Complainant )
)
-THIS COMPLAINT INVOLVES NEW CONDUCT JUST COMMITTED LAST NIGHT-
JURISDICTION
1. Sunny Sahu is a candidate for the office of Kalamazoo County Treasurer, meeting the

requirements of a candidate under the Michigan Campaign Finance Act.
Sahu Formed the Committee “Citizens for Sunny Sahu” Committee ID 54979 and is a
committee regulated by the Michigan Campaign Finance Act.

ALLEGATIONS

CITIZENS FOR SUNNY SAHU employed and paid KATHI VALEII to write articles online that
encourage voters to vote for SUNNY SAHU but do not contain the reguired disclaimer and
therefore violate Section 47 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act.

STATEMENTS OF FACT
According to Pre Election Campaign Finance Statements filed October 28th 2016 with the

Kalamazoo County Clerk by CITIZENS FOR SUNNY SAHU, KATHI VALEII is paid employee or
contractor of the campaign. SEE EXHIBIT 1
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In the Matter of CITIZENS FOR SUNNY SAHU, VALEII

5. In the late afterncon or early evening hours of November 7th 2016 KATHI VALEII
published an article on the website Medium.com entitled “You should be shocked by the
Trump of Kalamazoo - Let’s get partisanship and bigotry out of the Treasurer’s office
on Tuesday. Kalamazoo doesn’t need its very own Trump.” SEE EXHIBIT 2

6. The article can be found at
https://medium.com/@kathivaleii/you-should-be-shocked-by-the-trump-of-kalamazoo-88ea8dd
bbc6fi#.190piBjxn

7. The article advocates for readers to vote for SUNNY SAHU, whom KATHI VALEII is a paid
employee and/or contractor of.

B. There is no disclaimer stating that the article was funded by CITIZENS FOR SUNNY SAHU.
CERTIFICATION
I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a reasonable

inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of the complaint is supported by
evidence.

/@"‘ L Nov 8th 2016
j:;pd;y Laj;fféS{’Complainant

Page 2 of 2
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@ Kathi Valeii \/Qx\f\l" ﬁ‘ 9

13 hrs ago - 4 min read

You should be shocked by the Trump of
Kalamazoo

Let’s get partisanship and bigotry out of the Treasurer’s office on
Tuesday. Kalamazoo doesn’t need its very own Trump.

Courtesy of Kalamazoo County Democratic Party

I was canvassing yesterday, and I had a conversation with someone
who said that, yes, they planned to vote for our local Dem candidates,
but they were still considering voting Republican on treasurer.

“Why?” I asked.

“Well, Mary does a good job, I think ... I mean, she’s a Trump
supporter and that’s bad news, but if she keeps her politics out of the
office....”

Right.

The trouble with separating politics from the office is that when your
ideologies are rooted in the kind of bigotry that fall in line with a
Trump platform, those biases can't help but bleed into one’s everyday
life.

https://medium.com/ @kathivaleii/you-should-be-shocked- by-the-trump-of-kalamazoo-88¢aBddbbc6f¥.190piljxn 19



11/8/2016

You should be shocked by the Trump of Kalamazoo — Medium

If Mary Balkema isn’t troubled by the sexism, racism, xenophobia, and
Islamophobia of the Trump campaign, she’s blatantly unfit to be our
County’s treasurer.

Mary Balkema isn't just a Trump supporter, though—she is an out
and proud Trump delegate.

Incumbent treasurer, Mary Balkema, at the RNC, as a Tump Delegate

Not once has Balkema publicly spoken out against Trump’s bigotry.
Nor has she joined many within her party who have rescinded their
support of the Republican candidate for his outlandish comments
about women, immigrants, Muslims, and his general propensity to
fuel hatred.

Instead, in the days following the leak of Trump’s bragging about
sexually assaulting women, Balkema doubled down on her support by
Joining the Michigan Women for Trump Leadership Team,

bups:/medium.com/ @kathivaleii'you-should. be-shocked- by-the-trump-of-kalamazoo-88ea8dd bbe6f#. 190piOixn



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contacet: Tim Lineberger
October 12, 2016 tineberger@donaldirump.com

Trump-Pence Announces Michigan Women For Trump Leadership Team
(LANSING, M) - Today, the Trump-Pence Mchigan campaign announced the Mchigan Women for Trump
Leadership Team, The Woman's Leadership Team will assist the campaign with advisory work and outreach
across the Great Lakes Stala.
“i's an hanor to work with such amazing and lalented women across the Greal Lakes State in support of Mr
Trump. As a proud mother, grandmother, wife, and small business owner, | will be voling for Donald Trumpo
November 8" because ha is the change agent and problam-solvar our country desparately needs.
“Whalher its jobs, tha econaomy. public salaty, education, child care, or national security, women around
Mchigan and the entire couniry know thal Donald Trump I the only candidate wha is with us on the issues
that matter With Donald Trumg as Prasidant, women will have a champion in the White House who
refantlessly fights for our families avery day.”

== Kathy Berden, RNC National Commitieewoman, Snover

Co - Chairs
Kathy Berden ~RNC Nationa! Committeewoman, Snovar

Lana Epsteln - Co-Owner of Vesca Ol Corporation and Mchigan Donald Trump State Co-Chair, Sloomtiakd
Hils

Linda Les Tarver - Preskdant of the Republican Woman's Fedaration of Michigan and Mchigan Donald
Trump Slate Co-Chalr, Lansing

Advisory Committea

Mary Balkama — Kalamazoo County Treasurer, Kalamazoo

Diane Carey — New York Times Best Seling Aulhor, Owosso

Senalor Judy Emmons - State Senator for the 33 District, Sheridan

Ana Maria Guzman - President of Md-Mchigan Repuhlican Women's Club, Lansing
Diane Hoekstra — Holland

Kim Hoppe - President of Mchigan Republican Women's Ciub, Ypstanii

Cathy Kirk — 9% Dislrict Repubican Executive Committea, Clintont Township

- TR 7Y (3 n £ -F B, Cr 1T s b b Y ems ol Vi, - e Brens Tossimabnin

Mary Balkema represents the extremism of the Republican far right.
Balkema belongs to a base that has fallen out of touch with everyday
Americans—even those within her own party.

And when your position holds the power of determining which people
get to stay in their homes and which ones don't, alliances to political
candidates whose platforms are rooted in bigotry matters. And it
matters a lot.

But it’s not just Mary’s Trump delegacy and Trump leadership roles
that should concern Kalamazoo voters. It is her own actions and
words that she has used to repeatedly exploit the most marginalized
in Kalamazoo County.

htips:/’medinm.com/@kathivaleii'you-should-be-shocked-by-the-trump-of-kalamazoo-88eaBddbbe6#. 190pi0jxn 39



11812016 You should be shocked by the Trump of Kalamazeo -~ Medium

Efforts against the LGBT anti-
discrimination ordinance

Do you want to discriminate
against local busimness and
organizations like the Boy
Scouts. Salvation Army

and others? NO! D¢ you
want your daughter. sister.
girifriend. wife. mother or
grandmother to share a
bathroom with a cross
dressing man? NOE

Do you want to suppress
free speech and expression
rights against your
neighbor? ROY

www.responsiblevoters.org

Kalamazao Citizens Voting

an N Gll

to Special Rights Discrimination

Vote N® to DISCRIMINATIOR

Image of a pamphiet of apposition to ant!-discrimination

hitps:/imedium.com/ @kathivaleii/you-should-be-shocked- by-the-trump-of- kalamazoo-88ea8ddbbe6i#. 19opiQjxn
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In 2009, Mary Balkema led efforts to defeat a ballot measure that
would make discrimination against the LGBT community illegal.
During that campaign, Balkema, in reference to her transphobic
propaganda material, was quoted as saying:

*“'m a politician and I know how to campaign,” said Mary Balkema, of
the opposition group. “And it is an attention-getter and it’s shocking. And
it should shock you to see a man in a skirt in a women’s bathroom. It
should be shocking.”

But, the reality is, trans people who are just trying to use the
bathroom aren’t shocking.

What is, indeed, shocking, is Mary Balkema's exclusionary and
oppressive dogma around which people deserve equal protection and
which ones don’t.

As a politician who supposedly “knows how to campaign,” showcasing
one’s bigotry like this was probably the most shocking (and revealing)
PR move of all time.

Calling the Northside “the wrong side of
the tracks”

In an article for Encore Magazine in 2015, Balkema, talking about a
Land Bank home that she sold on the Northside, was quoted as

saying:

“The first house I sold on Rose was to a white schoolteacher who I told,
“You know this is the wrong side of the tracks for most people.”

You can use your deductive reasoning skills to determine which
people in Balkema’s world are “most people.”

Balkema’s comments to a prospective home-buyer are way more
problematic than revealing personal biases. Gary Swartz, a real estate
professional, put it this way:

“As a realtor, I am held to a very high standard of practice with regards
to Fair Housing and the Civil Rights Act of 1968. It is a subject that I must
take very seriously. Steering is born of a prejudice and promotes division

bups:iimedivm.com/ @kathivaleii/you-should-be-shocked-by-the-irump-of: kalamazoo-88ca8ddbbe6l#. 190pilixn



11/8/2016 You should be shocked by the Trump of Kalamazoo ~ Medium

and entrenchment of bias. The comments Balkema made to the potential
home-buyer on the Northside would be considered steering in my
profession and a Fair Housing violation. Ms. Balkema’s prejudice had the
potential to denty both social and economic opportunity, for that
individual as much as the community. She is wrong on both sides.”

Facing a lawsuit for alleged fair housing
violations

In October 2016, a lawsuit was filed against Mary Balkema and
Kalamazoo County that alleges discrimination and Fair Housing
violations.

Who do you want your vote to represent?

When you vote on Tuesday, know who you're voting for, and who they
will represent. I want someone who will represent ALL the people.
That’s why I'll be voting for Sunny Sahu—because he is the best
candidate for the job, AND he believes that everyone deserves equal
protection.

https:fimedium.com/@kathivalcii’you-should-be-shocked- by-the-trump-of-kalamazoo-88eaB8ddbbe6{#.190pi0jxn
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STATE of MICHIGAN
RuTtH JOoHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LansmNG

February 13, 2017

Zachary Lassiter
P.O. Box 51644
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005

Dear M. Lassiter:

The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against Citizens for
Sunny Sahu and Kathi Valeii, which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign
Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et seg. A copy of the response is provided
as an enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1* Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sipcerely,

71l /%.‘nmbﬁv* oS

Lor A. Bourbonais
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

& Sunny Sahu
Kathi Valeii

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING. MICHIGAN 48918
www Michioan anvigas * (R17) 1732840



Sunny Sahu ireen .
Citizens for Sunny Sahu Y 10:
P.0. Box 19731 T
Kalamazoo, M1 49019 Rt AR ¥

269-808-3140

Lori A. Bourbonais

Department of State

Bureau of Elections

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor
430 West Allegan St.

Lansing, M148918

February9, 2017

Dear Ms. Bourbonais:
Thank you for your letter-inquiry and for the opportunity to respond.

Zachary Lassiter is an avid seeker of social media attention who is quickly
becoming a serial pro se complainant. Lassiter's only challenge is to a $60.00
payment on September 15 for two hours of discounted media consulting services in
the midst of a relatively high-profile county campaign. There is absolutely no
connection between Valeii's short consulting services and her blog post two months
later, and no good reasen for any reasonable person to think there is - especially in
light of the substantial media activity that occurred in the meantime.! One of
Lassiter's Reddit readers immediately recognized his complaints as “petty
nonsense,” (Exh. 18). His allegations are legally frivolous, and if he were an attorney,
they would be sanctionable for lack of a reasonable investigation.

Lassiter should be admonished for dragging ordinary citizens into his web.
To some degree, candidates unfortunately expose themselves to unreasonable
questions by putting themselves in the race. But to levy these accusations against
ordinary citizens is a level lower. It is the kind of personally harassing and
distressing conduct that discourages ordinary people from having anything to do
with our democratic process. The claim should be dismissed, and Lassiter should be
admonished about the requirement to conduct a more thorough inquiry before
filing a complaint.

1 By contrast, our campaign has not challenged my opponent, Mary Balkema's,
payment of $400 to the mLive media outlet in the last reporting period, even though
the venue printed articles favorable to her, since that would be just about as petty as
Lassiter’s allegations.



S. Sahu 2/9/2017 Ltr.

FACTS

Mid-September Engagement. Valeii's contractual engagement with the campaign
was made, fulfilled, and paid within a few days in September 2016, long before the
unconnected personal writings in November, which Lassiter attacks.

In early September, I received information from fellow elected officials and
candidates that Mary Balkema, my opponent in the Kalamazoo County Treasurer’s
race, approached them with information she apparently intended to use in a
negative campaign against me. My campaign had always anticipated that Balkema
and her team would be particularly negative and vindictive. We had discussed
general strategy, but Balkema's particular overtures prompted an immediate and
targeted response, including a press release and radio efforts.

I am informed that my campaign manager, Jennifer Judd, arranged and
contracted with Kathi Valeii to provide a couple hours of media-strategy consulting
resources for the campaign’s September response. On or about September 14, 2016,
1 met with Judd and Valeii to discuss that immediate strategy, including a letter to
the editor. [ am informed that the campaign paid Valeii $60 for her time that night,
per her agreement with Judd. Subsequently, we drafted and submitted a “letter to
the editor” to mLive, which apparently was not published. That completed all
campaign activity related in any way to the $60. Moreover, Valeii did not write her
November blog post as my employee or agent in any way.

Bad Faith. For reasons below, Lassiter’s allegations seem to originate in bad faith.

Lassiter was attacking Ms. Valeii on social media at least since mid-August
when she wrote a blog entry reporting the concerns that Commissioners Matthew
Milcarek and Shannon Sykes had about the Foundation for Excellence’s proposed
payments to the City of Kalamazoo, before details were known. Her same blog also
reported the views of people who voiced support for the Foundation’s proposal.
Apparently Valeii, Milcarek and Sykes all earned Lassiter’s personal animosity as a
result of that article. On August 15, 2016, he posted “Wow. Kathi Valeii wrote the
attack piece attacking our city on behalf of Commissioners Matt Milcarek and
Shannon Sykes...." (Exh. 1) Later, he would include Valeii and Milcarek in another
frivolous campaign finance vielation complaint.

A month before complaining about me, Lassiter already proudly announced
his endorsement of Balkema. On October 6, mLive ran an article entitled Kalamazoo
County treasurer faces lawyer in re-election bid. (Exh. 2) The next day, on October 7,
Lassiter wrote: “Who I'm voting for at this point.. . Treasurer: Mary Balkema.” (Exh.
3.) Soon, the publicity heated up. On October 13, 2016, mLive published two articles.
One advertised a debate between us, (Exh. 4), but a more controversial second
article discussed a recent federal lawsuit against Balkema: Kalamazoo County and
Mary Balkema sued for housing discrimination. (Exh. 5.) Among other things, the
lawsuit (which remains pending) ostensibly alleges that Balkema gave preferential



S.Sahu 2/9/2017 Ltr.

tax treatment to her husband in comparison with her treatment of the plaintiff and
others, in violation of federal law.

The next day, Lassiter shot back to defend Balkema. In his October 14 post
(Exh. 6), he again declared “I will be voting for Mary Balkema,” he attacked
Commissioner Milcarek for posting the federal complaint on social media, and he
attacked me and Commissioner Milcarek in a rant. To be clear, 1 had no contact with
Commissioner Milcarek about the lawsuit or the complaint.

By October 20, Balkema’s negative campaign was in full swing. MLive
published two competing articles entitled, County treasurer candidate’s arrest, tax
history become campaign issue, and County treasurer candidate can ‘absolutely be
bonded,’ campaign says. (Exh. 7, 8.) Lassiter published the former article against me
(which is his right to do), stating, “Ouch... . . . just another reason to vote Mary
Balkema.” (Exh. 9.)

On October 24, Lassiter continued his rant against Milcarek. In two posts, he
lauded the Foundation for Excellence, declared Milcarek unelectable, and asked
others to run because “Matt Milcarek needs to get out of city government.” (Exh. 10.)

On October 30, Lassiter began a string of petty complaints. He proudly
announced on FaceBook that he filed a complaint against Library Board candidate
Keith Nelson, as if it were a major media event. Lassiter charged that although
Nelson’s order of 50 yard signs disclosed that they were paid for by his campaign
committee, they did not include the address. Lassiter proclaimed: “In my effort to
hold candidates for public office accountable I just filed my first Michigan Campaign
Finance Act Complaint against a candidate’s committee.” (Exh. 11.) When Lassiter
also published this to Reddit, another reader told Lassiter that “like an adult” the
reader had already contacted the candidate, who was re-labeling the signs to include
the address. “Even my kids know this,” wrote the reader. (Exh. 12.) Lassiter’s self-
aggrandizing social media event was an avoidable waste.

By the time he filed his complaints against my campaign, Lassiter apparently
was not faring well. By November 1, he was publishing ugly fights with his “ex,”
(Exh. 13), and on November 6, 2016, he strangely disclosed that “[f]or the last few
months I've been sleeping 20 hours a day. [ wish I could say it's refreshing.” (Exh
14.)

During this time period, mLive posted an article citing insurance
professionals who noted that the issues in Balkema's negative campaign were not
the impassable barrier she claimed: Record won't stop county treasurer candidate
from bonding, agents say. (Exh. 15.) Lassiter responded with fire. On November 7,
2016, he relied on the same false and frivolous allegation that $60 somehow
retained Valeii’s services for life to file another complaint, which he published on
social media saying, “People of Kalamazoo County, A Campaign Finance Violation
has been filed against Kathi Valeii, Citizens for Sunny Sahu and Matt Milcarek.” (Exh.



S.Sahu 2/9/2017 Ltr.

16.) Piling on, he separately and falsely posted, “Another reason to vote Mary
Balkema, her opponent Sunny Sahu committed campaign finance violations.” And
again he piled on as if his social media audience hadn’t heeded his clarion call:
“Attached is the complaint against Commissioner Milcarek that 1 mentioned
tonight.” (Exh. 17.) When he published the matter on Reddit, Readers appropriately
responded that it was “petty nonsense.” (Exh. 18.) That same day, Valeii posted her
personal blog entry, about which he complains here.

The next day, on Election Day November 8, Lassiter persisted. He falsely and
frivolously claimed that the campaign “still continued to commit campaign finance
violations. And yet another reason to vote Mary Balkema.” (Exh. 19.) That evening,
when mLive declared Balkema the winner, Lassiter shared its article and wrote,
“Congratulations Mary Balkema.” (Exh. 20.)

LAW

Section 169.247(1) only requires a “printed matter . . . refer[ring] to an
election, a candidate, or a ballot question” to identify “the name and address of the
person paying for the matter.” (Emphasis added.) 1 did not pay for Ms. Valeii's
November blog post. My campaign did not pay for Ms. Valeii’'s November blog post.
Although Ms. Valeii freely disclosed her support for ‘me in her post, subsection (1)
did not require her to disclose a payment that did not exist.

Moreover, and consistent with the First Amendment, section 169.247(1)
provides: “An individual other than a candidate is not subject to this subsection if
the individual is acting independently and not acting as an agent for a candidate or
any committee.” Under the express terms of subsection (1), the subsection simply
does not apply to Ms. Valeii or her November blog post.

CONCLUSION

My campaign favors increased transparency from all sides, and Lassiter is
welcome to advocate for whichever candidate he likes. But he should not be allowed
to wield this forum as a partisan weapon, especially against ordinary citizens.
Lassiter’s willingness to ignore allegations about the candidate he supports, while
embracing those against her opponent reveals a bias that has infected his frivolous
allegations here. Each administrative and judicial body has the inherent authority to
manage its own proceedings consistent with its other rules. To avoid a chilling effect
on the First Amendment rights of ordinary citizens, Lassiter should be admonished
to conduct a thorough and reasonable investigation before levying accusations
against non-candidates such as Ms. Valeii.

Sincgrely,

Su u
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Kalamazoo County treasurer faces Iawyer in
E re-election bid
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Mary Balkama, latl, and Sunny Sabw. right. are running for Kalamazoo County Treasurar.

By Malachs Barret! | mbarretl@mive.com & Print
on October 06, 2016 at 1:13 PM, updated October 06, 2016 at 1.14 PM C2Emall
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Yon Washingtion A ard JJon Moadity wore moatianed @i

Who I'm voting tor at thes pont.

POTUS: Hillary CBnton

Congresgioral: Fred Uplon

Legisiative: Jor Hoadley

Frogecutor Jaff Getling, Kalamazao County Prosecudor

Clark: Tim Snow

Sratfl. Commisaioner Jefl Heppler

Kalamazco Vatley Community Cobege Trustes: Von Washingtor .Jr.

& Jon Heedoy and 1 athar & Commems

de L3a g2 Commant & Sham

e
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Candidate forum for Kalamazoo Cou nty races to

be held Monday

Portage volers 3t Precinc?s 11 and 19 al the Kolamazoo First Assombly of God Church at
5550 Caklanag Drive. {Mark Bugnaski /7 Kelamazoo Gazelle)

31 fullseroen [ Sharw © Cageion

Hy Emuily Moracai  emaiaceiBmibive comr
Folew o Twiller
on Dtonar 13, 2016 ot 4.06 #4

KALAMAZQQ, M1 -- Candidates for Kalamazoo County clerk, prosecutor, sheni!
and treasurer wlll participate in a forum Monday, Oct. 17,

The forum will be at Senior Services, 918 Jasper St.. Kalamazoo, in the Coover

ZORBING

MICHIGAN'S BEST

£

27 bd‘w"l'll alloys wa'll visit on
our search for Michigan's Bast

» 17 reasoms lo visit bowling centers &
Wesl Michigan

+ Our seaich Lohes us 10 Jackaon snd
Lanilng

o Guide to aff Michigan's Best saarchas

Complata coverage »

FIND LOCAL

Hamsa tor Sada | Aparimaats | Car Daalurs |
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Kalamazoo County and Mary Balkema sued for
housing discrimination

Hy Mal & | miby T om £ Prt
on Oclober 13, 2016 st 10:54 AM, updastec Octoder 13, 2016 at IZ 33 PM

KALAMAZOO, MI -« A local
man is suing Kalamazoo
County and treasurer Mary
Balkerna for housing
discrimination

@009 #
A

Willle Caper Is a blind African-
American man who resided at
603 Ada St. in the city of
Kalamazoo. He claims he was
discriminated against under

MICHIGAN'S BEST

the Fair Housing Act and filed

a lawsuit in U.5. District Court

on Oct. 11

A copy of the lawsuit was sent f &

to the Kalamazoo Gazette by  wawniazon County Treaswer Mary Balena 27 hmulinx alleys wa'll visit on
the manager of Sunny Sahu's Raitmisoe Garetts i our search for Michigan's Bast
camlm anin“ akmme @ 12 rpasons to vhait bowlng cenlets in
for county troasurer Balkerna Waal Michigsn

declined comment on the the lawsuit, but said it was “politically motivated.” .
* Our pasech Lahes U3 1o Jachson and
Caper is represented by Portage attorney William Piper. Lansing

Capar claims ha was mailed notices of owed back taxes. but was unable 1o read * Guide 1o all Michigan'y Besl samches
them due to his blindness and his home was foreclosed. When it came time for
auction, the defendants bundied his house with 63 other parcals of land and put It Completa covarage »



| Zachary Lasaiter
Lol Dcvober 14 2076 -

i will be vating tor Mary Balkema... while | don't agres wilh hes o evayihing
sha has dode a great job a3 freasurar Tof aur comenunity. On & persanal nate
dufing times whan | haven't been doing great healih wise, even when she

bBanahyf knew me she resched out 1o ma to sae how | was.

B'm ashamsed of tha difly tactics that the Sahw campaign ahd his allies are
daing. Attermpling 1o make political hay out of an individuat that st their
homae I8 a xrible act of dasperathon of someane thal cany campaign on the

isauas. it also greally concarns ma that Democrat Commissmnes Milcarek
was copying and pasting 1he lawsuit orfine befove it was publicly avalable
abich Tufther shaws tha dirty political 1actics and coordirabon goirg on heve,

Hs furny that the same Oak Streat Mariet Commrunily Garder aite thal

Caomresziones Milcarek Fes 1o brag about a8 his fivetl blg vetory in
Kaamazeds would not of baen possible withold the asasiance of Mary

Balkerra, bt now 1hat its alection saason that is all forgotten and the knives
COMme out.

5 ke & Cammand =% Share




Prm County treasurer candidat.., X

P : ' i > T o
_county_treasts n.html
& LA e e

County treasurer candidate's arrest, tax history
~  become campaign issue

Duar to hes tas haiacy and an weEt recar, K Conamty Party Chasrmasn Scatt MeGraw o sapvig
Satas wil not hin rvwiy ioypem of the T 2 Otfcw. {Couriaay}
Gy Malachs Basreit | com £5 Peint

on Oclober 20, 2016 #1 1:10 PM. updsted Oclooer 20, 2016 at 8:47 PRy

MICHIGAN'S BEST

our asarch for Michigan's Bast

® 12 spasons Lo vish bowling centers in
Waest Mechigan

+ Ouwr sastch Lshes Ui 1o Jsckion ang
Lansing

® flodkds b Al Uirhusan s Asdd smarriee




f County treasurer candidar... =

S-) (i ‘!' www mllve cnmfnews!kalamazoo[lndex ssrjzmﬁ,.’imlcoumv treasurer randh&alle can.hlmd

s e B e e B B S e e e B g e P R T e

E County treasurer candidate can 'absolutely be
bonded,' campaign says

MICHIGAN'S BEST

1 27 bowling alleys we'll visit on
our search for Michlgan's Bast

Sunny Sahu posas in a portrall provided (o the Kalamazoo Gazetta, (Courtesy} {Caurfasy photo)

* 12 ressaons to visil bowling centers in

West Michigan
By Maiachi Barrett | mbarretl@miive.com = Print
on October 20, 2016 8t 6:29 PM, updated Novamber 0}, 2016 at 9:45 AM CeEmail - &’;;i:;"“ takes us to Jackson and k



(5] Zachary Lassiter
Cciober 20 206 - 11

Ouch... ita posaibls ore of tha canidates for Kalamazroo Counly Treasurer

can't lagally be Courtry Trsasurer. I'd liile 10 see indapandant pacpla verily
Sunny Sahu can't ba bonded, but just another reason (o vote Mary Balkama.

.ul o .

County treasurer candidate's arrest, tax history become
campaign issue
Due ‘0 past fedaml tax lens anc a DL arest, Deynooratic cardcabe for Kalamazoa. .

MLIECOM | BY MUVE COM

oy Lo & Commenma “ Sharo
(AL BE

2 sharos

. Mika Boersma Bmnt Ider has a DU on he receed and spert fime in 31 o
Grand Traverze County. Bepublicans dor't have an (3510 with Ms arrest record.
Having a discnargod t2x len means that the (RS Hted the tax Een onc he hos
paig the RS what ho owod. Getin . Soo Mare
Lika - Repty - Cctobor 20, 2016 of 4:88cm

w g Zachary Laaster repted - E Replies

. Marty Spawsding FWIW, a dow voars 290, the county board in Hogers City
appainied sompone 10 1l an unmipired rm cue to ralkement. Sha hd some
skalotcng with oo credi Issues, could nat be borded, and aas not alowod 1o
take offica.

Liko - Bepdy « Gotobor 28, 366 ot 7 52pm - Edied

i .
ﬂ ‘e a commant. =L




A Zachary Lassiler
e ""' Dciobar 24, 2076 - 44

Former CHiy Cormnuissionrers Robert Herry Cinabne, Hannah MeKinney,
Barbara Hamilton Mifer, Eic Cunningham, Ssan A, McCann andd others. ..

pleasa run far election next yeee. Matt Milcarak naeds to get out of city
govammean.

A Like # Commont 4 Share

Q:

1 =
i Fime a comment

i Zashary Lagaiter sharad Tha City of Kalamazoo, Michigan's
photo.
Ocobar B4 2056 - ¢

(@

Twe graat things heppened in #Kalamazoo toright.

1. The FFoundaticaForExcalience MOU pasaad.
2. Matt Milcarak ensuredt he is unglectabls next year. . See More

The Gity of Kalamazpo, Michigon
Ocicbor 24 2016 )

. o Liko Page

The moon %o approve the Memomincum of Usdemtancing for the propased F«uundnﬁun

for Excolence wis pasaed by the City Sommiszion 6-1



Zachary Lassiter added 4 new photos.
October 30. 2016 @

In my effort to hold candidates for public office accountable 1 just filed my
first Michigan Campaign Finance Act Complaint against a candidate’s
committee.
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TATEDICTION

§. FETTW MELSEN §1 2 tandidste for the Kalamszao Public Libeary
toded of Trusters sesting the rogquircaents of & conmdidate andor
the Aldvigess Campaign Fiasnce fi2t,

1. WELCEN forwed Ww Comsiitss “Citisens €or Lofth Nolsen™ Comsitese
2 S O Sugust 11th M16 énd Iy 3 comitice regulated by Ihe
Michigan Campaign Finence Act
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{-] banksnld Miwood Neighbornood 15 00INs 35 Monns 2
I let the candidate know about this, and he is going to add an address label to every sign. It's amazing what can be
done if you talk to someone first.
parmalink embed
{-1 eupcakassuck & po.nis 3 MONNS 2
You know...like an aduit. .
permalink embed parant
[~} banksnid Miiwood Neghborhood 7 ooints 3 montns ago
Even my kids know this.
permalink embed parent
+| zigssiter [5] coimmeant score befow threshold (6 chilaeen)
[~} factory81 DOINLE 3 MonIns age
I think you should have reached out to help. This is taking the matter too far.
permalink embed
[-] sockdog3 © poinis 3 MANens ago
What a turd. Just reach out, or simply continue to post Mlive articles here like you always do. Just go to Mlive.
parmalink embed
(-] kzoonative i ponts 2 moniis ago
I'm going to vote for Keith JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE SUCH A JERK.
Really ? An address missing (minor oversight) and you file a complaint ?
What a d-bag.
permalink embed

[-] stognabolognad420 -: polnte 3 montns ago
Why? You're so petty that it makes me sick. Get a life. Get a fucking life you dirty little scum bag snitch. Nobody gives
a shit about this but you. I hope being a bitch rat fills the void that your father left from not hugging you enough.
Seriously, stay under your fucking bridge.
permalink embed |

{~} dwarner5030 © 2071S 3 MANCIs ago

..... damn dude.



| Zachary Lassilar

- Mowembeor 1, X116 - @

béora thredats from the ox... apparently she can't gal it Tromm ber fad hubdy 8o
she has to offer to ™™ me”.

VIEITOR POBTS >

N Perfectly Kate
M October 31 at 5:27pm &

FUCK YOU ASSSHOLE | NO ONE LIKES YOU !
WATCH YOUR BACK | COME TO KALAMAZOOQ
A LOT I

o

Like - Comment - Message Fpw
& Like # Comment = Share

u isay Havis report hor
Like - feply - Movernber 2, 2076 at 10:08pm

Weriie o commaent. =)



4| Zachary Lassiter
November 6. 2016 - Kalamazoo @

For the last few months I've been sleeping 20 hours a day. | wish | could say
it's refreshing.

W Like B Comment # Share

D

‘Write a comment...
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Record won't stop county treasurer candidate
from bonding, agents say

@009

MICHIGAN'S BEST

.8 . ;
27 bowling alleys we'll visit on
our saarch for Michigan's Bast

Sunny Sahy poies v g photo provided 1o the Kalamaico Gazstis (Constesy)

* 12 rempons o visH bowling centers
Wesk Michigan
By Malacr Barreli [ mbairatl Bmbve com D, Print
o4 Novemoer OZ. 2016 a1 6:00 AM, updaled November D2, 2016 at & OB Akt [=Emau . m-ch takes s 1o Jackson and
anying

KAl AMAZON M -- Past tax and Iaeal nmblams wonlid not nrevent the Demncratic

® Coids ¥n all Mirbizan's Real asarrhes



Zach#ry Lassitar
Ncowpmber 7 20165 - 4%

Paople of Kalarmareo County: A Campaign Firanca Vickation has been fled
againgl Kathi Valeil, Citizens for Sunny Sabu and Matl Mikcarak

patora The
Hichigun Department of State
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samalrey, Wi
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e
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| Zachary Lasaiter
| Hovember 7, 2016 - 4

Arothar reason 1o vota Mary Baiikema, har oppomant Shﬂﬁy Sahu commilted
campalgn financa violations.

Beioze The
Michighh Department of Srabo

Barwau of Flerticns
larueisey, i

%y YThp MuERer ad-

Camvid 4[4y Matbigw HLiLegred
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Sl N cvomber 72015 - @

Aftached s the cormplaird against Commissioner Micarek that | mentionad

toright. The city teck the legal maximum amount of time (15 days) until 1oday
to respond to my FOLA Reguest, which is why the violation came out 1oday.

As | menticned this al the Kalamazoo City Coarmigsion | wanted to make
sure gll the Cormrmessionars were provided & copy. Feeal frae 10 untag yoursslf
it you wigh. Jack C. Lrban, David Anderson, Doo Ceoney, Shannon Sykes,
Erin Krott, Bobby Hapawell.

I pafote The

i Michigan Dopartment of State

Bureas of Eleotisss
annlneg, Ml

Zh The Pyfifer of:

Camiytidner Molthow HLYcsr
Clry of Catmearo

2k wa1t lowgh Lirent
Galsmitzoo, ™3 dckbirs

w3l gtor

VESLATIon

LN 5P, %, 31 4 2) G
TWE BOCHIGEN CAMRASGM
finagy acy

&

Friendy of Madt &) smpd
{mitive 30 S0424

F ST W M N el Wl b b et s v o

I GL5 o wplimee 52
HPSCAN _1107214557.pdf

DANMEGOCGLE.COW,
s Lo # Cammaont 4 Share
@

Raobedt M Barnard Nice plece work, you shauld be on the Miive staff, wait thay
dan‘t do thiz king of Fwastigative shff.

Like - Reply - Noverniner 7, £0%6 at 11:40pm
w #& Zochary Laadter replec - 2 Repiles

Nl Bobart M Bamnard Maybe tha o on afier the compliar &8 just for cons&ioncies
@l saxe. The atiomeys jor the City most tkaly deteyoc the FOU, In ordy to protect
everyana NOT involvod and formuilate 2 plan for those that am, But instorthe i
an ejeched, thoy carnct dra Hm, that wil be up to us when ks jam |s due. Sag.
Like - Beply - Howorrbor B, 2096 at 7:4%am

m Wriln a camment &3



Campaign Finance Violation Filed Against Milcarek, Sahu and Valeii oo oo
submitted 2 months ago by zlassiter Stuart Nelghborhooc
8 comiments sharu

all 5 comments
sorted by: best

[-! banksnid Milwood Neighborrood 5 poinis 2 monins age
This petty nonsense is why you'll never be a Woodward or Bernstein.
permalink embed
[+] zlassiter [S] comment score below threshold (2 chitaren
[~} mothernaturelsfickle knitknitknit 3 poinis 2 months acy

This all reads like nonsense to me and maybe I'm just not understanding exactly what the document is trying to say,
but is there a dollar amount that you are upset about and is there a reason why you are angry Township board
members used official emails to contact each other?

permalink embed



