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S T A T E  T n E A S U A Y  DUlLOlNG 

Sep terliber 4, 19bd 

M r .  Leon D. Nobes 
2033 Croz ie r  Avenue 
Muskegon, Michigan 49441 

Dear M r .  Nobes: 

Th i s  i s  i n  response t o  you r  i n q u i r y  concerning requ i  rernen. ; o f  t he  Campaign 
Finance Act, 1976 PA 388, as amended ( " t h e  A c t " ) ,  f o r  r e p ~ r t i n g  f i l i n g  
fees i n  l i e u  o f  s u b m i t t i n g  nominat ing p e t i t i o n s .  

You s t a t e  you p a i d  a  5100.00 f i l i n g  fee t o  the county c l e r k  when you f i l e d  
as a  candidate; t h i s  fee was p a i d  i n  l i e u  o f  f i l i n g  p e t i t i o n s .  You i n d i c a t e  
the  fee wil l  be re turned prov ided you rece i ve  t h e  s t a t u t o r i l y  p resc r ibed  
number o f  votes bu t ,  o f  course, you w i l l  n o t  know t h i s  u n t i l  the e l e c t i o n  
i s  over .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you have p a i d  $130.00 i n  l a t e  f i l i n g  fees p u r s u ~ n t  
t o  the Act .  

You ask whether your  candidate c o m i t t e e  must r e p o r t  these d isburscn~ents as 
"expendi tures"  on t h e c o r n n i t t e e ' s  campaign statements. I n  a d d i t i o n , y o u  
i n q u i r e  as t o  how you are  t o  r e p o r t  any reimbursement o f  your  f i l i n g  fee i f  
i t  i s  refunded subsequent t o  the f i l i n g  o f  y o u r  " l a s t  r e p o r t . "  

Sec t ion  26 o f  t h e  Act ( I I C L  169.226) requ i  res a1 1 "expendi t u r e s "  t o  be repo r ted  
by a  comnit tee. Sect ion G(1) (MCL 169.206) def ines "expenditure" t o  i nc lude  
a  payment o f  any th ing  o f  asce r ta inab le  monetary value niade f o r  t he  purpose 
of  i n f l u e n c i n g  an e l e c t i o n .  rees p a i d  i n  l i e u  o f  nominat ing  p e t i t i o n s  and 
fees p a i d  as a  pena l t y  f o r  n o t  f i l i n g  repo r t s  when r e q u i r e d  a re  expendi t u res  
i n  t he  ass is tance of  the nominat ion o r  e l e c t i o n  of a  candidate and must be 
repo r ted  as "expendi tures"  i n  the c o m i t t e e  campaign statements. 

With respcc t  t o  r e c e i v i n g  a  refund o f  a  f e e  a f t e r  f i l i n g  you r  " I d s t  r e p o r t , "  
if by " l a s t  r e p o r t "  you mean the postpr in iary campaign stateme1:t o r  t he  p o s t ~ j e n c r ~ l  
campaign statenlent,  you should r e p o r t  the re fund as an " o t h e r  r e c e i p t "  or1 any 
subsequent campaign statemen t .  I f by "1 as t report ."  you mean your  c o m i  t.tec 
d i s s o l u t i o n  s ta t c~ncn t ,  you should ~f i ic?r~d t h a t  repol - t  t o  r e f l e c t  the I-cfirnd a s  
an " o t h e r  r e c e i p t . "  This has the  e f f e c t  o f  reduc ing  the t o t a l  amount cxpcndcd 
i n  your  caclpaign. 



/-It-. Leon 0. Nobes 
Pave two 

T h i s  resporisc niay be c o n s i d c r c d  as i n f o r m a t i o n a l  o n l y  and docs n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  
a d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l i n g .  

Very t ru ly  y o u r s ,  

P h i  11 i p  T. Frangos 
D i r e c t o r  
Office o f  Hearings a n d  L e g i s l a t i o n  




