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I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed afier a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.
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Signature of Complainant Date

If, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified fuctual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific confentions are:

X XM\&\S&KH LoJo\, 2020

Signature of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Elections.

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building - 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918

Revised: 06/19
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I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this

complaint is supported by evidence,

w Det 31 2010

Signf";ture of Complainant Date

If, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

X

Signaturc of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Elections.

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918

Revised: 06/19



Section of the MCFA alleged to be violated: 169.224 Section 24

|, Linda Walters, allege that Alexander D. Harris did exceed the $1000 limit during his campaign for the
Township Clerk position. Mr. Harris had at ieast 100 campaign signs and had sent a campaign mailer. The
campaign mailer was 8 % x 11 and was sent to the entire Ross Township population. The cost of the
postage alone would put him over $1000. The cost of the printing of the mailer would also put him over
the $1000 Hmit.

Mr. Harris, as of today, has not updated his Statement of Organization nor has he filed any financial
documents to reflect that he did exceed $1000, if proven to be accurate.
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SOS, Disclosure

From: SOS, Elections

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:15 PM

To: SOS, Disclosure

Subject: FW: Sign Complaint

Attachments: Sign Complaint.pdf; HarrisSign.jpg; HarrisSign2.jpg

From: Walters Family <walters_1987@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:06 PM

To: 305, Elections <Elections@michigan.gov>
Subject: Sign Complaint

" CAUTION: This is'an External email, Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov ..

Dear Elections Office — Please see attached. A hard copy was piaced in the mail today. This is an urgent matter as the
primary election is on August 4, 2020.

Mr. Harris was notified by Sarah Joshi, Kalamazoo Election Specialist, regarding this matter. Mr. Harris failed to correct
the slgns but instead added “flag” stickers to the signs. There are roughly 125 signs throughout the community. Sarah's
contact information is sojosh@kalcounty.com.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. | can be reached at phone number {920) 456-9091.
Respectfully,

Linda Walters
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August 13 2020

Re: Walters v. Harris
Campaign Finance Complaint

No. 2020-07-52-57

Dear Adam:

in Michigan, it is unlawful for a public or an individual acting on its behalf to use or authcrize the use of
equipment, supplies, personnel, funds, or other public resources to make a contribution or expenditure.

Ms. Walters alleges that | have used my Ross Township email account improperly.

[ appreciate this concern being brought to my attention, this was a problem that [ am unaware of. The
email was first used when the Township of Ross, notarized the “Affidavit of Identity and Receipt of
Filing’ on March 16, 2020, which was sent to the Kalamazoo County Clerk, none of which mentioned this
being a use of public resources. Also two township trustees, David S. and Diana L. emailed this address
in June 2020 with regard to supporting Walters and not me for the August 4th election.

As soon as the Township of Ross, and {, became aware of this mistake, July 2020 — my email was
deactivated. This email account never sent any outgoing mail to any residents regarding my election.
There was no equipment, supplies, personal time or other cost incurred by the Township of Ross.

The rough draft for my election post card was peer reviewed hy many pecple in the community. None of
which had any awareness, that using my email address, was a use of public resources. | thank Ms.
Walters committee for informing the township and myself, to better serve one another. | will be vigilant
in the future to only use my email for proper township business.

Sincerely:

Alex Harris




STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

July 24, 2020

Alexander Harris
868 Labelle Terrace
Richland, MI 49083

Re: Walters v. Harris
Campaign Finance Complaint

No. 2020-07-52-57
Dear Mr. Harris:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Linda Walters
against you alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the complaint and supporting documentation is enclosed
with this letter.

In Michigan, it is unlawful for a public body or an individual acting on its behalf to use or
authorize the use of equipment, supplies, personnel, funds, or other public resources to make a
contribution or expenditure. MCL 169.257(1). The words “contribution” and “expenditure” are
terms of art that are generally defined to include a payment or transfer of anything of
ascertainable monetary value made for the purpose of influencing or made in assistance of the
qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question. MCL 169.204(1), 169.206(1). A knowing
violation of this provision is a misdemeanor offense. MCL 169.257(4).

Ms. Walters alleges that you have used your Ross Township email account improperly to
expressly advocate in support of your election as Township Clerk.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the investigation
process is enclosed with this letter and a copy is available on the Department’s website.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Due to the ongoing public health
emergency, the Department asks that all materials be submitted via email to
Elections@Michigan.gov to my attention. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will
render a decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

BUREAU QF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING *« 15T FLOOR + 430 W, ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918

www. Michigan.gov/elections, * (517) 335-3234




Alexander Harris
July 24, 2020
Page 2

A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Walters, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 57(4) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me via email.
Sincerely,
Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c Linda Walters




JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

October 29, 2020
Alexander Harris
368 LaBell Ter
Richland, MI 49083

Re:  Walters v. Harris
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-8-147-33

Dear Mr. Harris:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint submitted against you by
Linda Walters alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976
PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the complaint and supporting materials is enclosed.

The MCFA requires candidates and cornmittees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). A person who knowingly omits
or underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not
more than $1,000 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is
greater. MCL 169.233(11).

Ms. Walters alleges that you have requested a reporting waitver on your statement of organization
but have sent a mailer to all residents and posted signs that all exceeded $1,000.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 ef seq. An explanation of the investigation
process is enclosed with this letter and a copy is available on the Department’s website.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1* Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will
render a decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR + 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 438818
www. Michigan.qov/eiections * (517) 335-3234




Alex Harris
October 29, 2020
Page 2

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Breen, who will have an opportunity to submit a
rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]> MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 33(11) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 335-3234.

Sincerely,

o

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections

Enclosures
c: Linda Walters




August 31, 2020
Re: Walters v. Harris
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-07-96-57
Dear Mr. Fracassi,
in my response to Mr. Harris here is my rebuttal statement, please see below:

Mr. Harris does not dispute that he did violate Michigan Campaign Finance Law. However, in his
statement he does not take responsibility for the alleged violation. He instead blames others that are
not responsible for items the candidate publishes or sends regarding their campaign. In my opinion, Mr,
Harris intentionally used his work email to emphasis that he is the current Deputy Clerk of Ross
Township; the email address was displayed prominently on the mailer. The mailer was sent to the
entire Ross Township population which has roughly 5000 residential addresses.

It is not the responsibility of thase that proofread the maiier to allow Mr. Harris to not be responsible;
two trustees emailing him at this address does not mean it was permissible or that Mr. Harris was not
responsible. 1spoke to Diana L. and she stated that she does not have his personal email and always
emailed him at his office email. She:said she emailed him out of professional courtesy.

As for the email address being deactivated, it is my understanding that the email address was
deactivated after his sister shared the mailer on Facebook August 3, 2020. The township was notified by
me and it'was then that the email account was deactivated. | do not fault Mr. Harris for the sharing of
the mailer by ethers on Facebook.

Respectfully,
X@.\\k\%ﬁw
Linda'Walters

{920) 456-9091



Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

SRR L
From: Fracassi, Adam (MDQOS)}
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 11:20 AM
To: harr1530@msu.edu
Subject: Walters v. Harris - Campaign Finance Compiaint
Attachments: Answer Letter.pdf; August 13th 2020 Answer.pdf

Please see attached a copy of correspondence sent. if you have questions, et me know.
Thank you,

Adam Fracassi, Election Law Specialist
Michigan Bureau of Elections

P.O. Box 20126

Lansing, Michigan 48901




Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

BN
From: Fracassi, Adam (MDQS)
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 11:1% AM
To; Walters Family
Subject: Walters v. Harris - Campaign Finance Complaint
Attachments: Answer Letter.pdf; August 13th 2020 Answer.pdf

Please see attached correspondence regarding the abovementioned complaint.

Adam Fracassi, Election Law Specialist
Michigan Bureau of Elections

P.O. Box 20126

l.ansing, Michigan 48901




Dear Mr. Fracassi:

Thank you for the concern, it is a privilege to serve our fellow neighbor and most importantly try and see
the best in who they are, as our freedom of speech is a right. To reiterate, committee #55123 did not
receive or expend in excess of the $1,000 threshoid.

The fiscal responsibility and transparency regarding the campaign finance law for Alex Harris, is true and
accurate. The statements made by my opponent regarding “false facts” are poorly overstated
assumptions or rounding errors with a political ploy.

Example False fact “delivery alone for the entire township would put me over” — as of 11/6/20 the zip
49012 has the majority of our Ross township residents, there are 1,478 doors in that zip code, according
to our USPS. That total postage costs ~$283.

149012 | Order Summary

individual Routes Selected

3

ROMIE - RESIDENTY BUSINESS - TOTAL

- eONE

Post Office™ Drep-Cffs »

1

Tolat Delivery Addrasses  Cles

1478

Approximale Cost - ‘i

$282.30

Save

(As you can see the light blue lines indicate the zip code 49012.) The Red is ~ Ross Township

The hard work of knocking on the other 49083 doors was sweat equity, it cost nothing, and this helps to
build trust in your neighbor, try it. Again to reiterate, committee #55123 did not receive or expend in
excess of the $1,000 threshold.

Sincerely,

Alex Harris




Fracassi, Adam (MDOQS)

A RN A
From: Harris, Alexander <harr1530@msu.edu>
Sent: Friday, November &, 2020 11:45 PM
To: Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)
Subject: Re: Walters v. Harris - Campaign Finance Complaint
Attachments; campaignfinance.docx

" CAUTION: This is an External'email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov =

Dear Mr. Fracassi:

| received a letter in the mail from you regarding No.2020-8-147-33. Please see the attached statement.

there are a few discrepancies in the letter you sent, first it is noted that Ms. Walters is the complainant - then
you referenced a copy of my answer will be provided to Mr. Breen? A few other problems with consistency
are the changing email addresses from the complainant - walters4clerk@gmail.com, walters-1987@msn.com,

waltersTIM@yahoo.com. | am questioning who is really behind all these complaints?

thank you for the help, should | send a hard copy to 430 west allegan, in lansing?

your neighbor in Michigan

Alex

From: Fracassi, Adam (MDQS) <FracassiA@michigan.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 11:19 AM

To: Harris, Alexander <harrl530@msu.edu>

Subject: Walters v. Harris - Campaign Finance Complaint

Please see attached a copy of correspondence sent. If you have questions, let me know.
Thank you,

Adam Fracassi, Election Law Specialist

Michigan Bureau of Elections

P.O. Box 20126
Lansing, Michigan 48901




Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

B L]
From: Fracassi, Adam (MDQOS)
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 1:23 PM
To: Harris, Alexander
Subject: Walters v. Harris
Attachments: Answer Letter.pdf; campaignfinance.pdf
Mr. Harris,

Please find attached correspondence related to the complaints that have been filed against you. If you have any questions, please let
me know.,

Adam Fracassi, Election Law Attorney
Michigan Bureau of Elecfions

P.O. Box 20126

Lansing, Michigan 48901




JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANSING
May 4, 2021
Alex Harris
868 LaBelle Terrace
Richland, MTI 49083
Via email

Re:  Walters v. Harris
Campaign Finance Complaint

No. 2020-07-96-47; 2020-07-52-57; 2020-10-183-24
Dear Mr, Harris:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the three complaints filed
against you by Linda Walters alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA). This letter concerns the disposition of the complaints.

There are three complaints filed against you, all of which have been merged for administrative
efficiency. The first complaint alleges that you have improperly used township resources by
placing your township email address on campaign materials. The second complaint alleges that
you have exceeded the reporting waiver. The third complaint alleges that you have failed to
place a proper identifier on your campaign yard signs.

You have responded to each complaint. Importantly, you have stated that you did not
intentionally leave the paid for by statement off and that you did not exceed the reporting waiver
threshold. You provided an estimated cost to mail something to each door and indicated that you
spent the majority of your effort knocking on doors rather than mailing.

In Michigan, it is unlawful for a public body or an individual acting on its behalf to use or
authorize the use of equipment, supplies, personnel, funds, or other public resources to make a
contribution or expenditure. MCL 169.257(1). A public body is allowed produce or disseminate
factual information concerning issues relevant to the function of the public body. MCL
169.257(1)(b). The words “contribution” and “expenditure” are terms of art that are generally
defined to include a payment or transfer of anything of ascertainable monetary value made for
the purpose of influencing or made in assistance of the qualification, passage, or defeat of a
ballot question. MCL 169.204(1), 169.206(1).

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
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Alex Harris
May 4, 2021
Page 2

The MCFA obligates candidates to file reports so long as they do not request a reporting waiver
under section 24 of the Act. MCL 169.224. Candidates may request a reporting waiver so long
as they do not spend or receive more than §1,000 in contributions or expenditures. Id.

The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed
material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the
person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days,
or both. MCL 169.247(6).

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in the matter and dismisses the fivst two
complaints as insufficient to conclude that a potential violation has occurred. First, in your
response, you indicated that you did not send or receive campaign emails to that account, and
that the account was deactivated after it was put onto the flyer. Given that it was never used for
campaign purposes, the Department concludes that there was no improper expenditure made of
ascertainable monetary value to support your election, and dismisses this complaint.

Similarly, the Department dismisses the second complaint which alleges that you have exceeded
the reporting waiver threshold. In your response, you indicated that the primary campaign
activity conducted was door to door canvassing. You further provided evidence that even if a
mailer was done to every door, it would cost approximately $200 in postage. Therefore, without
evidence to the contrary, the Department determines that the evidence is insufficient to conclude
a violation has occurred and dismisses this complaint.

Regarding the third complaint alleging violations of section 47, the evidence submitted supports
the conclusion that a potential violation of the Act has occurred. From the outset, the
Department must consider whether it is an expenditure covered by the MCFA. The yard sign
specifically states “Alex Harris for Ross Township Clerk” which uses words of express advocacy
as defined by the Act. MCL 169.206(2)(j). Because it urges voters to vote for you using words
of express advocacy and was published by your committee, the signs are covered by the ambit of
the Act and must include the paid for by statement outlined under section 47. MCL
169.206(2)(j). However, the signs have completely omitted the required paid for by statement.
Since this phrase is absent, the evidence supports the conclusion that a potential violation has
occurred.

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]” if it finds that “there may
be reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]” Id.

Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the
complaint and is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print
a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the
phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your committee.




Alex Harris
May 4, 2021
Page 3

Note that all printed materials referencing vou or vour candidacy produced in the future must
include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by
statement must be corrected,

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is 2 misdemeanor offense and
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCI 169.247(6), 215(10).

Sincerely,

o

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

Enclosure
¢: Linda Walters, via email




Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

From: Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 5:12 PM

To: Fracassi, Adam (MDOS)

Subject: Walters v. Harris - Campaign Finance Complaints
Attachments: Determination.pdf

Good evening —

Please see the attached. The Department's file in this matter is now closed and will be posted on its website. If you have any
questions, please let me know.

Thank you,

Adam Fracassi, Election Law Attorney
Michigan Bureau of Elections

P.O. Box 20126

Lansing, Michigan 48901




