I certify that to the best of my knowledge, mformation, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contentmn of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

X f%% /zmz/&m?a

ighature of Complainant Date

I, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following cettification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportumty for further inquiry. Tkose spec'lf Ic cantentwns are:

T

Signature of Complainant o ‘ _ S ' Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required:to pay a civil fine of up to .
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the ﬁllng of the complamt

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Elections o

Michigan Department—of State_
Bureau of Elections ‘
Richard H. Austin Building - 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918
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Friends of the Riverfronl is commifted to caring for
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
© BUREAU OF ELECTIONS' > OR!GINAL GRAMENDED

STATEMENT OF 0RGANIZAT|ON FORM FOR LOCAL BALLOT QUESTION COMMITTEES FILED WITH COUNTY CLERK
Information on this form is made public,

11 Commlttee 1D #: 157796 . |- %2, Type of Filing: [ Originak

[ Amendmenttoitems: = EFf. Date: 01!1 3/2020
*3, Date Committee was Formed: 1/43/2020 . ' '

4. Full Name of Comeittee: g e of the Riverfront

5. Acronym or Abbreviation {if any): FOR

4"'6. CUmpIeteCommittee MallingAddress(Mavhe PO Box): 42 Union St Suite 1 4 Hl”S dale MI 49242

7. Complate Comm!ttee Street Address (Mav not be PO Box): 42 Unlon St  Suite 14, Hillsdale, Mi 49242

*Cominittee Phone: 81 5 354. 4721 *Committee Email Address: friendsofthealleganriverfront@gmail.com

Cammittae Fay #: . ' Commlttee Wabsite Address:

*8. Treasurer Name ahd_Complete Residential Address: 42 Union Street, Apt 21, Hillsdale, M 49242

a

Phone #: 815.354.4721 ' Emall Address: fru'imcisoﬂheaEElegemn\f-arfmnt@gmatl;,‘cz‘m\;1
9, Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address: S (‘« EN T &
, . . ,-,at 3%‘«5;%%

Phone #: - - Emall Address: o L é

%10, REPOR‘I‘ING WAIVER REQUEST: ’ e
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee Q%& %:)t axpact to spend or racaive I excess of $1, 000. 00
In an election. 1/We understand that if the commiittee daes nat spend on,@ece?y@ excess of $1,000.00 In an election, the commitiee
does not owe detalled campaign stataments. }/We further. understandrggxat;}\e Reporting Walver will be automatically jost if the
committee exceeds the $1,000.00 threshold and all required cgm‘p gﬁ§te§°¢ements must be filed. A Reporting Waiver does not

. exempt g committee from filing Late Contribution Reparts %\

[ Mo, I/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTiNG;WA \iER‘.*.:The ccmmittee expects to spend or recelve in excess of
$1,000.00 In an election. |/We understand that the commltt'?ae owes detalled campafgn statements even if the committee does not
spend or recelve In excess of $1,000,00 In an election. l[We fubther understand that the Reporting Waiver cannot be requested

 retroactively to avold flling requirements and to,a' ond‘]g;ying late 'f' Iing fees. Further information regarding Reporting Walvers can

be found in Appendix € of the Committee Manggix .
‘| *33, Name and Address of Depositorles or tntended{apps tor:es of committee funds, (M}ch{gan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan

| Assoclation)
 *Officlal Depository (name and address),‘m%%iijhem Mtchsgan Bank and Trust 10 Carleton Rd, E, Hillsdale, Mi 49242
; , | o :

Secondary Depository (name and addn’eﬁs)t4
12, List the specific baliot proposal%s)‘{nv‘ﬁlued using the official ballot designatlcn lf avallable and mark support of appuse as
appropriate: .Suppnrt DOppose
Description: ‘
Indicate the ballot proposal district below by selecting County (include the county name}, Mult:-County ar Local (include the name of
the jurlsdiction): If multi-county, fist the county where the greatest number of voters ehgibfe to vote on the proposal reside.

|:] Count\/ [:] Muiti-County o o Local City of Allegan 2020-2

113, Verification: I/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are
true, accurate and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. I/Wae certify that all reasonable difigence will be used In the v
preparation of each statement elactronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statemant will be true,-accurate and

- cor’nplete to the best of my/our knowledge or helief.

*CurrentTreasurer Wl/% : *Designated Record Keeper (IfAppiicable)
" Datet 011’13/2020 g

Date;

CFR BQSO doc REV 04/2018 Authortty granted under Act 388 of 1976 as amended - * = Required Fleld on Orlginals




Smith, Jessica (MDOS)

From: SCS, Disclosure _— S

Sent: - Wednesday, January 29, 2020 8:30 AM S e AT By
To: Lovegrove, Amy (MDOS) v o
Subject: FW: Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796

From: Kathy Nealand <revnealand05@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 12:16 AM

To: Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>

Cc: SOS, Disclosure <Disclosure@michigan.gov>

Subject: Re: Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796

Thank you.
Do we have to put a disclaimer on the Facebook page and name you as Treasurer?

| thank God for you,

Kathy Nealand

Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Allegan, M}
A Ministry of Revitalization

nealandministries.com
Home: 269-355-1335
Skype # 631-572-8553
Cell 516-524-4864

On Mon, Jan 27, 2020 at 12:57 PM Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com> wrote:

Please find the following complaint and supporting documentation. The website is a bit dark, but |
could not find one single page that had the disclaimer at that website address. If you have any
questions or concerns, please let me know. Thank you.

-Jason A. Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269,998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatts
jaw.watts@gmail.com

NCTICE; This e-mail message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for use of the intendad recipient. If you are not the infended zecipient, you should nof review, retransmit,
convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this e-mail or any attachments to it. If you have received this e-mafi in error, please immediately notify us by setum e-mail and delete this message
and any attachments from your computer system. Please note that if this e-mail message contains a forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or all of the conienls of this message

: orany attachments may not have been produced by the sender, This nofice is automatically appended to each e-mall message feaving the sender’s e-mail domain, Thank you.




Smith, Jessica (MDOS)

From: SOS, Disclosure B R
Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 1:11 PM RS TSN 1 N R
To: Malerman, Melissa (MDOS) '

Subject: FW: Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796
Attachments: for_complaint.pdf; for_posterjpg; for_documentation.pdf

From: Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 12:57 PM

To: SOS, Disclosure <Disclosure@michigan.gov>

Subject: Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796

Please find the following complaint and supporting documentation. The website is a bit dark, but |
could not find one single page that had the disclaimer at that website address. If you have any
questions or concerns, please let me know. Thank you.

-Jason A, Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269.998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatts
jaw.watts@gmail.com

NOTICE: This g-mail message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for use of ihe intended recipient. If you ase ot the intended recipient, you should not review, refransmi,
convert to hard copy, copy, use of disseminate this e-mail or any attachments %o it. If you have received this s-mail in error, please immediately notify us by refum e-mail and delele this message and
any attachments from your computer system. Please note that i this e-mail message contains a forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or all of the contents of this message of
any attachments may not have been produced by the sender. This natice is automatically appended fo each e-mail message ieaving the sender's e-mail domain. Thank you.




Smith, Jessica (MD O e

From: Joan Simmons <grammigjoani0@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 10:17 AM

To: Jason A. Watts

Cc SOS, Disclosure

Subject: Re: Third Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796

Received, thank you.
Honestly, their knowingly continuing to do this again, to me seems very intentional with an attitude of being above the

faw,

if we humbly try to follow God's law, these earthly battles would keep our hope ever present.

| appreciate your God-given discernment and experience Jason. | thank God for your courage to do the right thing as
FOMP tries to fight for hundreds of people who value the life of Dr. Mahan and his contributions that were intended to
he "forever” a part of our community's history.

Joan S,

On Wed, Feb 5, 2020, 11:45 PM Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com> wrote:

Please find the following third complaint &
supporting documentation against the committee
“mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
_postal mail. If you have any questions or
_concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
-Jason A. Watts

' Jason A. Watts

- PO Box 216

~ Allegan, MI 49010-0216
 269.998.3991

- Tweet: @jawwatts

~ jJaw.watts@gmail.com

¢ NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not review, retransmi,

¢ convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this e-mail or any attachments to it. If you have received this ¢-mail in error, please immediately nofy us by refum e-maif and delete this message

¢ and any attachments from your computer system. Please note that if this e-mail message contains a forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or &l of the contents of this message
¢ or any attachments may not have been produced by the sender. This nofice is automatically appended to each e-mall message leaving the sender’s e-mail domain. Thank you.

1




Smith, Jessica (MDOS)

From: Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 5, 2020 11:45 PM

To: SCS, Disclosure

Subject: Third Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796
Attachments: FOR_Complaint3.pdf

Please find the following third complaint &
supporting documentation against the committee
mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
postal mail. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
-Jason A. Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269.998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatts
jaw,watts@gmail.com

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any altachments are confidential and infended solely for use of the intended recipient. if you are not the intendsd secipient, you should not review, refransmit,
convert te hard copy, copy, use or disserminate this e-mail or any attachments o it. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately nolify us by retum e-mail and delete this message and
any attachments from your computer system. Please note that if fhis ¢-mail message contains a forwarded message or is a reply to & prior rmessage, sema or all of the contents of this message or
any attachments may not have been produced by the sender, This nolice is automalically appended to each e-maif message leaving the sender’s e-mail domain. Thank you.




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of‘Electiqﬁnggg: G g Xl
Richard H. Austin Building 1% Floor R
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918 G e s

5 February 2020

Viola
Jason A, Watts Brant Cohef- Friends of the Riverfront (FOR)
PO Box 216 42 Union St, Suite 14
Allegan, M1 49010-0216" Hilisdale, M| 49242
269,998.3991 815.354.4721
jaw.watts@gmail.com . friendsoftheriverfromt@gmail.com
Section of MCFA alleged to be violated: MCL169.247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Complainant, making his second complaint against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FOR}. In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:
1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13%, 2020,

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer {see previous
complaint).

3. That on or about January 27', 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign cormmittee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address)”. (see
previous cornplaint}

4, That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.

5. That on or about February 29, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and
website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee. This complaint was emailed and sent by postal mail to the Bureau. (see
previous complaint).

Mr. Watts further alleges:

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
paid for by or committee address on additional printed material appearing Wednesday,
February 5%, 2020,




2. That by omitting a proper disclaimer, that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate
and mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale.

3. Thatif Mr, Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
related entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the faw.

4, By placing the label on their materials, Mr, Cohen and the committee knew that FOR
were in violation of the law. This curren%oméssion constitutes a knowing violation of
the law.

Since this is the third violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts believes this a knowing violation and
that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr. Cohen. 1f Mr,
Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he should not
have signed his name to the Statement of Organization,

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after reasonable
inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by

R

evidence.

4 L7768 20

* Jas

on A, Watts, Complainant Date
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R
From: Jason A, Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 8:30 PM
To: SOS, Disclosure
Subject: Second Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796
Attachments: for_poster,jpg; FOR2_documentation.pdf; FOR2_complaint02022020.pdf

Please find the following second complaint &
supporting documentation against the committee
mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
postal mail. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
Jason A. Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269.998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatts
jaw.watts@gmail.com

NCTICE: This e-mait message and any atiachments are confidential and irtended solely for use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you sheuld not review, refransmit,
convert to hard copy, copy, use of disseminate this e-mail or any attachments 1o it. if you have received this e-mat in error, please immediately notify us by retum e-mail and deiete this message and
any attachments from your computer system, Flease note that if this e-mail message conlains a forwarded message or Is a reply to a prior message, some or alt of the contents of this message or
any affachments may not have been produced by the sender. This nolice is automatically appended to each e-mall message leaving the sender's e-mail domain. Thank you.



Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Electjons. =~ N b
Richard H. Austin Building 1t Floor =" = 70 77 0
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918 - . 0 0 iy

2 February 2020

Jason A. Watts Brant Cohen — Friends of the Riverfront (FOR)
PO Box 216 42 Union St, Suite 14

Allegan, Mi 49010-0216 Hillsdale, M 48242

269.998.3991 8153544721

jaw watts@gmail.com : friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com

Section of MCFA alleged to be violated: MCL 169,247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Com:pi'ainant, ma_i_ﬁ_ingi__hlssemnd complaint against Mr, Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FORJ. In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

1

That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) "fite.d. their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13, 2020. '

Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer (see previous
complaint),

That onh or about January 27, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
postersand a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address}”. (see
previous complaint)

That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.
That on or about February 27, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and

website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee.

Mr. Watts further alleges:

That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
committee address.

That by omitting an address that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate and
mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale.




3. That if Mr. Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
related entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the law.

4, By placing the label on their materials, Mr. Cohen and the committee knew that FOR
were in violation of the law. The omission of the committee’s address from their
disclaimer constitutes a knowing violation of the law,

Since this is the second violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts belleves this a knowing violation
and that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr. Cohen. if

Mr. Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he should
not have signed his name to the Statement of Organization.

| certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after reasonable
inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by
evidence.







MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS ORIGINAL ORAMENDED

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR LOCAL BALLOT QLIESTION COMMITTEES FILED WITH COUNTY CLERK
Information on this form s made public.

1. Committee 1D #: . *2. Type of Filing: Orlginal:
1 57796 [ Amendment ta items: Eff, Date; 01/13/2020

*3, Date Comnmittes was Formed: 4719/0020

*4. Full Name of Committee: o nde of the Riverfront

5, Acronym ar Abbreviation {if any): pOR

*6, Completa Cominlitee Malling Address {May be PO Hox): 42 Union St.. Suite 14 Hlllsdale M 49247
i
*7. Complets Cummi&ee Street Address {Viay not ba PO Box): 42 Union St,, Suite 14, Hillsdale, MI 48242

“Commities Phona: 815.354.4721 sCommittes Emall Address: friendscfthealleganriverfront@gmait.com

Commitiee Fax #: Committee Website Address:
9. Treasurer Name and Complete Restdentlal Address: 42 Unlon Strest, Apt 21, Hillsdale, M 49242

Phone #: §15.364.4721 Emall Addrass: fﬂeadsofthealiegannverfmnt@gmau{;co

8. Destgriated Record Keeper Name and Cnmplete Address:

Phone #: Ema'li Addres_s: 5

*10, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE HEFGBTING WANER.E Tha commltt
in an election. |/We understand that If the committee does not spend of
does not owe detalled campaign statements. |/We further understand 4
committes exceads the $1,000,00 threshold and all required cam ig
exeémpt a committee from filing Late Contribution Reports,
. NO, |/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVE hie committee expects to spand or receive in excess of

$1,000.00 in an efection. 1/We understand that the committee owes detailed campalgn statements even if the comimittee does not
spend ar receive in excess of $1,000.00 in an election. Y[We fufther understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requasted
retroactively to aveld filing requirements and to,avui(i‘haying fate fillng fees, Further information regarding Reporting Walvers can
be found In Appendix C of the Committee Many;

at expect to spehd or receive in excess of $1,000.00

celventn excess of $1,000.00 In an election, the committes

; ,_he Reporting Walver will be automatically fost if the
ements must be filed. A Reporting Walver does not

¥11. Name and Address of Depositories or Intende E)epusimrles of committes funds, (Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan
Assaciatlon)
*Official Depository {(name and address)}

them Michigan Bank and Trust 10 Carleton Rd. E, Hillsdale, Mi 49242

Secondary Depository (name ar\dgla drgés}

12, List the specific baflot proposal(siipvalved using the official hailot designation if avalfable and mark support or oppose as
appropriate: [E]Support [ |Oppose

Deseription:

indicate the ballot proposal district below by selecting County (include the county name), Multi-County or Local {Include the name ot
the jurisdiction), If multi-county, list the county where the greatest number of voters sligible 1o vote on the proposal reside,

D County [] Multi-County [ ocal City of Allegan 2020-2

13, Venlfication: i/We certify that all reasonabla diligence was used In the preparation of the above statemient and that the contents are
irue, accurate and complete to the hest of my/our knowledge or beliaf, |/We certify that all reasonable diligence will be used In the
prenaration of each statement electronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true, accurste and
complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief.

®Current Treasurer / *Deslgnated Racord Keeper (If Appiicable)
&”‘{//’ ; Date: 01/13/2020

Date:

CFR BASO.doc REV 0472018 Authorlty granted under Act 388 of 1976, as amended ¥ = Required Field on Originals
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JOCRLYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 21, 2020

Brant Cohen

Friends of the Riverfront
42 Union Street, Suite 14
Hillsdale, MI 49242,

Re:  Waltsv. Friends of the Riverfront
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-02-07-47

Dear Mr. Cohen and Friends of the Riveriront:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint alleging you have
violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include a
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials. A copy of
the complaint is enclosed.

The complaint was submitted to the Department on February 11, 2020 and alleges that you have
failed to register as the committee’s treasurer, and your committee website and certain campaign
materials fail to contain a proper paid for by statement. As evidence to the complaint, Mr, Watts
has included screenshots of the website, certain campaign materials, and your original statement

of organization. The Department takes each allegation in turn.

First, the MCFA requires you to file a statement of organization listing the name and full address
of the committee’s treasurer. MCL 169.221. Submitted with the complaint was the original
statement of organization. In determining whether an investigation was warranted, the
Department contacted the Allegan County Clerk’s office to verify whether an amended statement
of organization was filed. An amendment listing Mr. Cohen as the treasurer was filed on January

1 The Department has received a total of six complaints filed by Jason Watts which all allege the
same violation has occurred multiple times. For purposes of administrative efficiency, the
Department consolidates these cases. See Michigan Waste Systems, Incv Dep't of Natural
Resources, 157 Mich App 746, 756 (1987) (“The purpose of consolidation is to promote the
convenient administration of justice and to avoid needless duplication of time, effort, and
expense.”) (Internal quotations omitted.)

BUREAU OF ELECTICNS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING « 1ST FLOOR * 430 W, ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www . Michigan.gov/Elections * (547) 335-3234




Brant Cohen

Friends of the Riverfront
February 21, 2020

Page 2

14, 2020 — prior to the first of the instant complaints being filed with the Department. A copy of
this amendment is enclosed herein. Therefore, the Department dismisses this allegation as the
evidence is insufficient to conclude that a potential violation of the Act has occurred,

The second allegation states that certain campaign materials have failed to contain a proper paid
for by statement. The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who
produces printed material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and
address of the person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). Materials
produced by anyone other than a candidate or the candidate committee are required to include
the phrase “with regulated funds” after the paid for by statement. MCL 169.247(4). A knowing
violation constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00,
imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6).

Upon review, the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that a potential violation of the Act
has occurred. From the outset, the Department must consider whether it is an expenditure
covered by the MCFA. The website and campaign material specifically urges voters to “VOTE
YES on PROP 2020-2.” Because it urges voters to vote for the passage of a ballot question
using words of express advocacy, the flyer is covered by the ambit of the Act and must include
the paid for by statement outlined under section 47. MCL 169.206(2)(j). Based on the evidence
provided, it appears that the paid for by statement has been omitted entirely. Since this phrase is
absent, the evidence supports the conclusion that a potential violation has occurred.

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]” if it finds that “there may
be reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred [.J” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation [ /d.

Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the
complaint and is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print
a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the
phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your committee and the phrase
“with regulated funds.”

Note that all printed materials containing words of express advocacy produced in the future must
include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by
statement must be corrected. If this information has been included in your materials and you
wish to rebut the Department’s conclusion, you must respond in writing to the Department
within 15 business days of the date of this letter, otherwise the Department will treat the
complaint as resolved.

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to
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establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10).

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

Enclosure
c: Jason Waits




