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‘ﬁ MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
@ BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

ORIGINAL OR AMENDED
STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR INDEPENDENT, POLITICAL AND INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES {PACS)

1. Committes 1D #: 457796 *2, Type of Filing: [ ] Original:
#] Amendment to items; Section 8 Eff. Date; 01/14/2020

Committee Type {Check one)i For more information regarding committee types, please see Appendix H of the committee manual.
*3a Independent: I/We acknowledge that the committee must meet certaln requizements before belng legally qualified to make contributions at a
limit that is 10 times greater than the applicable contribution limit for an Individual.
*3h "] Political: 1/We acknowledge that the committee can naver be legally qualtfied to make contributlons at a limit that is greater than the applicable
contribution Bmit for an individual,
15 this a Separate Segregated Fund {S5F)? YES {_'3 NO  IfYes, the sponsoris a Corporation D Labor Organization || D.D.S

The sponsor’s name isi  CL Real Estate Development, LLC.

*3, D Independent Expenditure PACs; This committee {s organized exclusively for the purpose of making Independent axpenditures that are notin any
way directly or indirectly “coordinated” with any candidate, candidate committee, political party, or political party commitiee, consistent with applicable
case law, including but not limited to Michigan Chamber of Commerce et al v Terri bynn Land, ____FSupp2d ____{WD M, 2010), This committee also
intends to raise funds in unfimited amounts. These committees are commonly referred to as Super PACS.

*4a. Full Name of Committee (Must include affillate or sponsar):
Friends of the Riverfront

4b. Acronym or Abbreviation (if )k poR

*5a, Complete Committee Mailing Address (May be PO Box):
42 Unlon St. Suite 14, Hillsdale, Ml 49242

*5h. Complete Committee Street Address {May not be PO Box):
42 Union Street, Soite 14, Hillsdale, Ml 49242

*6. Date Committee was Formed in M 01/13/2020

*7a. Committee Phone: (815) 354-4721 7¢. Committee E-mall Address: friendsofthealleganriverfront@gmail.com

7h. Committee Fax; 7d. Committee Website Address:

*8, Treasurer Name and Complete Address:
Brant Cohen 42 Unien St. Apt 21, Hillsdale, M1 48242

Phone #: (B15) 354-4721 Email Address: brant.cohent4@gmall.com

CUT OF STATE COMMITTEE TREASURER IRREVOCABLE WRITTEN STIPULATION: I/We stipulate and agree that any legal process affecting this committee
served cn the Secretary of State or an agent designated by the Secretary of State shall have the same effect as if personally served on me and all other
principals of this committee, |/Wae further agree that this appointment shall remain In force as long as any liability of this committee remains outstanding
wlithin the State of Michigan.

9, Dasignated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address:

Phone #:I Emall Address:

10, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The comimittee cioes not expect to spend or racelive in excess of 51,000 in a calendar
year. i/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received In excess of 51,000 In a calendar year, the committee does not owe
Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campaign Statements. |/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver will be automatically lost if the
committee exceeds the $1,000 threshotd and ali required campalgn statements must be filed. A Reporting Walver does not exempt a commities
from filing Late Contribution Reports.

NO, I/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee expects to spend or receive In excess of $1,000 in a calendar
year, |[/We understand that the commnittes owes Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campalgn Statements even if the committeé does not spend or
recelve in excess of $1,000 in a calendar year. 1/We further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be raguested retroactively to avoid
filing requirements and to avold paying late filing fees.

*11. Name and Address of Depositories or Intended Depositories of committes funds. {Michigan Bank, Credlt Unlon or Savings & Loan Association)
*Official Depository (name and address): Southern Michigan Bank and Trust 10 E. Carleton Rd., Hillsdale, MI 49242

Secondary Depository (name and address):

12, ELECTRONIC FILING: This item applies to committees that file with the Michigan Department of State Bureau of Elections only and does not apply to
committees that file with the County Clerk’s office.

[“lcommittee spent or recaived or expects to spend or recelve in excess of $5,000 and Is required to file electronically,

DCommlttee dld not spend or receive or does not expect to spend or recefve in excess of $5,000 and would like to file electronically vatuntarlly.

*13, Verlfication: |/We certify that all reasonable diigence was used in the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are true, accurate
and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief, If filing electronically, l/we further agree that the signatures below shall serve as the signatures
that verify the accuracy and completeness of each statement filed electronically by the committee. [/We certify that all reasonable diiigence will be used In
the preparation of each statement electrontcally filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement wiil be true, accurate and complete to the
best of my/our knowledge or belief, {Sign Name and Data below}

*Current Treasurer Designated Record Keeper (Required anly i fitling electronically)

Ny
;“,////j/JM"” Date: 04/14/2020 Date:

CFR103 PAC SO.dac REV 03/2014: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1975, as amended  * = Required Fiald on Originals




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building 15t Floor
430 W, Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918 7

2 February 2020

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 48010-0216
269.998.3991
jaw.watts@gmail.com

Brant Cohen — Friends of the Riverfront (FOR)
42 Union St, Suite 14

Hillsdale, M1 49242

815.354.4721
friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com

Section of MCFA alleged to be violated:

ViCL 169.247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Complainant, making his second complaint against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront {FOR). In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk

on January 13%, 2020.

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer (see previous

complaint}.

3. That on or about January 27, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address]”. {see

previous complaint)

4. That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.

5. That on or about February 2°¢, 2020, Mr, Watts documented that said posters and
website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the

committee.

Mr. Watts further alleges:

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a

committee address.

2. That by omitting an address that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate and
mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale.




3. That if Mr. Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
related entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the law.

4. By placing the label on their materials, Mr. Cohen and the committee knew that FOR
were in violation of the law. The omission of the committee’s address from their
disclaimer constitutes a knowing violation of the law.

Since this is the second violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts believes this a knowing violation
and that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr. Cohen. If
Mr. Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he should
not have signed his name to the Statement of Organization.

I certify that to the best of my khdw.'edge, information, and belief, formed after reasonable
inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by
evidence.

G HH efzr
Son A Watts, Compialnaﬂt S0 patd



com/mail/o/0/

vg.oogle‘

if

Jima

htips

ipg

IMG_2633







Lite Contrfhution Reports, .
G APPLY FOR; THE REPORTiN@%AjVER@;Tha committee expacts to spend ar raceiue ln excess of

an electm ‘}]Q.Ne fuﬂ&er understand that the Reporting Walvar cannct tie requested
gg ' e ﬂllug feem f-urther infarmation regarding Reparung Waivars can

the best of my/our knowiadge or bellef, i;’We cari:%fy that all reasonable diligerice will he usedIn the
et n!a:ailv filed bv thls committee and- that the cantents af em:h statement wili be tfue, accurate and

w S Qpasignateﬂ aeccrd Keepar tlprpilcabie}

, L Date. :_7:'
:asamended _{‘fﬁﬂéqﬂﬁ‘&a Eietdénﬁﬁglnal_s Sl




o
i

H
§
5

nimsowalieganriertoniont 0o T e Vg




CCAEBI20, VEEAM
LR Page 2 of T







Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building 15t Floor
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918

5 February 2020

Jason A. Watts Brant Cohen - Friends of the Riverfront (FOR)
PO Box'216 ' 42 Union St, Suite 14
Allegan, MI 49010-0216° - | Hillsdale, M1 49242
| 269.998.3991 ¢ . i '1815.354.4721 /
jaw. watts@gmali com . | friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com
Section of MCFA alleged to be \nolated MCL 169,247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Complainant, making his second compla‘i:ht against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FOR}. In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13“‘, 2020.

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the Ilsted treasurer (see previous "
‘complaint).

3. That on or about January 27, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of commlttee and address]”. (see

- previous complamt} -

4. That thé January .27, 2020 complaint was sent by_erﬁail and postal m‘élii.

5. Thaf onhor abolut February 2", 2020, Mr. Watts documented that sa}d posters and
website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee. This complaint was emailed and sent by postal mail to the Bureau. (see '
previous complaint).

Mr. Watts further alleges:':

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue td be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
paid for by or committee address on additional printed material appearing Wednesday,
February 5%, 2020. ‘



2. That by omitting a proper disclaimer, that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate
and mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale.

3. That if Mr. Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
~ related entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the law.

4. By placing the label on their materials, Mr. Cohen and the committee knew that FOR

were in violation of the law. This current amission constitutes a knowing violation of
the law.

Since this is the third violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts believes this a knowing violation and
that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr. Cohen. If Mr.

Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he shotldnot ™~

~ have signed his name to the Statement of Organization. =~

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after reasonable
inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by
evidence.

%/M _ rezo

Jason A. Watts, Cdmpfainant Date



~ Downtown Mlegan
Hotel Development Meeting

Join us to learn more!

FRIENDS
| riverrronT |

Thursday February 6th 2020 at 6P
at the Allegan District Library

Hosted by Friends of the Riverfront



Michigan Départmént of State |
% Campaign Finance Complaint Form

. BUREAU OF ELECTIONS * RICHARD H, AUSTIN BUILDiNG -~ 1'* Flooif4]
" 430 W, ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICH!GAN 48918

- This oomp}amt form may be used to file a complaint allegmg that someone vaolated the -
Michigan Campaign Finance Act {MCFA).. For instructions on how tb complete this form, see
the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & Pl ocedures document. All spaces are requn‘ed

unless otherwise mdlcated

e L B
Allegan). M "4/?0/0-@31@

’ Ematl (optmmﬂ

Jaw a)&,,{'{"& @qMaul L&V“\

‘Brant Cohon— Friends of H\Q P:mr Vrent
Y7 Un.m St 5#‘« !4 |

e — 41 e
| ?i?ﬁﬁwﬂﬂmlk ' '

169. 243

: Sectmn(s) of the MCFA alleged o be vwlated MC I’V

Explam how those sections were violated:

.'CONMiH'&f 'pml-b }a plmc:

- Evidence i_ncluded with the submission of the pmplaint that supports the allegations:

See ‘ml«i’-a;c,ke




I certify that to the best of my knowledge, mformatzon, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contentmn of this

complaint is supported by evrdence.

A 1gnature of Comp!amant

If, aﬂer a teasonable i inquiry under the cmcumstances you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following cemﬁcatlon'

T certz)fv that to the best 'af my knowledge, information, or belief, th ereare

- grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely 1o be supported by evidence dafter a reasonable
oppartumty Sor further inquiry. Thase spec:j' c contentions are:

e ST TR

e

SighaturcofCompgainant S Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provxdes that a person who ﬁles a compiamt with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The'person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to .

$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses. incurred by the Mlchzgan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the ﬁhng of the complamt

Onge completed, mait or hand delwer the complamt form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Electmns e

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections ,
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
. ' Lansing, Michigan 48918
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE ’ ’
- BUREAU OF ELECTIONS “ ORIGZNAL ORAMENDED :
STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR LOCAL BALLOT QUESTION COMMt’TTEES FILED WITH COUNTV CLERK
_information on this form is made public,

e Commlttee D# . *2 Type of Filtng' [& Original: o ) -
1 57796 E}Amendment to Items . a Eff. Date; 01/13/2020

="3. Date’ Cnmmlttee wes i-'ormed 1 [1 3/2020

¥4, Full Name of Committes: Friends of the Rwerfront

: 5 _Acronym or Ahbrevlatien {if any): FOR

*7. Complete '_C_om‘r_r_tlttee_ Straet Addrass .(.-ME?-;'_‘@_‘"!’."._B:..P.Q...!i_eiﬁﬁ:- 42r--Unien et.--,* Suite 14;-Hiaas'dats,--M| 49242

*Committee phm,e- 815 354 4721 *Cammlﬂee Ema;l Address frlendsoﬂheeliegenraverfront@gma!k com

= Comml!:tee Fax #'

Phone #: 815, 354 4721 - . . Emall Address: fnendsoﬂheaIIegannverfrent@gmad&gﬁm::

8, Designated Record Keeper Name and Cemplete Address.

. ) LT : & T
Phone # : o - Emall Address: ) {f ‘ QE _
*10, REPORTENG WAIVER REQUEST: N
: YES, L/WE WANT TG APPLY FOR THE REFORTING WAIVER. The committee, og ot expect to spend or receive in excess of 81, 000.00
in an eléctlon. I/We understand that if the commiittee does not spend onfgéce % excess of $1,000.00 in an election, the committee
does not owe detailed campalgn statements. I/We further understandrt ghe Reporting Waiver will be automatically lost if :he
' cemmittee exceeds the $1,000.00 threshold and all required cgﬁh I t ements must be flled. A Repurﬂng Walver does not -
o exempbe committes from filing Late Contifbution Repamey e%
2l NO, IIWE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING;WA}}VER%The comm[ttee expects o spend BF recalve i excess of
81, 000:00 I an election. [/We understand that the committde owes detalled campelgn statements even If the committes does not
spend or recalva In excess of $1,000,00 In an efection. !jWe f(;?‘ther understand that the Reporting Walver cannot he requested
~ retroactively to avold flling requirements and to ﬂouf‘%gying fate f‘liﬂg feas. Further information regarding Reporting Waivers can

be found In Appendix C of the Committee Manya)."
‘| *1%. Namiéa and Address of Depaositaries or Intende‘d D“eﬁ,psitnrtes of committee funds. (Michigan Bank Credlt Umon or Savings & Loan

" | Assoclation) -

*Offictal Depositnrv (name and address)éﬂ %gujhern Mlchagan Bank and Trust 10 Carleton Rd. E Hillsda!e M 49242
. _ N :

Secondarv Depositnry {nama aréd add%?s)t’

12, I.lst tha spacific hatlot proposal(?}tmv‘iﬁued using the otficlal haifot designatiun If auaiiame and mark suppart or appese as

approptiate: [B8 Support ]'_jOppese

Deseription:

indicate the hatlot prnpnsa! district below by selecting County {include the county name), Mult:—Countv or Local (Enc!ude the name of
the jurlsdiction). If mult- countv, list the county where the greatest number of vaters eligible to vote on the proposal reside.

[ county []Multi-Countv .+ B Clty of Allegan 20202

113, Verification: i/We certlfy that all reasonable dillgence was used Inthe preparatlon of the abhove statement and that the' contents are
true, accurate and complete to the best of my/our knowladgze or bellef. I/We certify that all reasotiable diligence will be used In the T
. ‘Ipreparation of each statement electranically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true,accurate and
o complete o the best of my/our knowiedge or belief,

: *Designated Record Keeper (lprpllcable}

*Current?reasurey
Date: 0143/2020 = - - . Date;

CFR BO.SO dec REV 04/20:18 Authorlty granted under Act 388 of 1976 a8 amended ‘s Required Field on Orig!neis







] Mlchlgan Department of State

pissl: Campaign Finance Complaint Form BNE S A
_E BUREAU OF ELECTIONS * RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILBING — 1% Floor i /Hi o
430 W. ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48318

This complamt form may be used to file a complamt ailegmg that someone v1olated the co
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA). For instructions on how to complete this form, see”
the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & PI ocedurcs document. All spaces are requlred
unless otherwise indicated. :

ui Name

Lpson __ wﬂ-,-s — 4 gqqr

:?Addu&)( Z[é — ' T State ) Zi '
E/ﬁllcgmd | ML | pﬁ/fafdfdﬁlé

jaw: Watks @«,Mml cova

e 5\“ %ML Cokew 7r. eﬂd‘.’: e>¢ Hai l?:vcgr revit

ZaﬂmgAddmss‘/Z Un.on 5" 5+¢ I‘{m z
“Hills dule AT ["/2242

| ffl:imjévg ‘%@[ fmemmanL@ de‘( Lo

-Section(s) of the MCFA a!leged to be violated: MC Lr

Explain how these sections were violated:

Committee duils 15 ploc
| -Hu:\( websd-?b_ :

Evidence included with the submission of the cpmplaint that supports the allegations:

See adteche




