May 20, 2026

Review of Nominating Petitions
Ralph Rebandt

Republican Candidate for Governor

Number of valid signatures required: 15,000 signatures.
Total filing: 18,214 signatures.

Signature sample:

Total number of sampled signatures 750
Total number of signatures determined to be invalid 217
Duplicate (voter signed petition multiple times, or signed Less: 3

nominating petitions for more candidates than there are persons
to be elected to the office)

Invalid signature (signature is omitted or does not sufficiently Less: 36
agree with the signature on file)

Signer not registered to vote Less: 110

Invalid address (address is blank, missing house number or street Less: 6
name, or PO Box listed)

Invalid city or township (no city or township by that Less: 22
name located within the county listed at the top of the petition
sheet or the city/township field was left blank)

Outside district (address given is located within the city or Less: 3
township listed, but outside of the electoral district for the office

sought)

Invalid date (signature is dated before the first date signatures may Less: 13

be circulated; signer’s signature is dated after the circulator dated
their signature; date is incomplete, illegible, or missing)

Invalid heading entries (failure to include required information in  Less: 1
the heading or other formatting issues)
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Circulator information missing (failure to include the circulator Less: 4
name or complete residential address; circulator did not sign or
date petition)

Out-of-state box blank (out-of-state circulator failed to check non- Less: 1
residency box in the Certificate of Circulator)

Illegible (unable to read enough information provided by the signer Less: 17
to identify the signer)

Miscellaneous errors not provided above Less: 1

Total number of valid signatures in sample 533

Staff’s review of Ralph Rebandt’s signature sample identified 217 invalid signatures and 533 valid
signatures. Staff identified at least 100 signatures from each of at least half of the congressional districts
in the state. MCL 168.590b(4).

NR describes an instance where, on the date of signing, the signer was not registered to vote anywhere
in the city or township indicated. If a signer is registered to vote at a different address within the same
city or township as written on the petition, the signature is valid. This error invalidated 110 signatures.

Challenge: None

Final result of signature sample:

Number of valid signatures Formula result Sample result
618 or more Certify
617 or fewer Deny certification 533

Estimated number of valid signatures for petition: Based on the results of the random sample, it is
estimated that the petition contains 12,944 valid signatures (at a confidence level of 90%),* 2,056
signatures less than the minimum threshold for certification.

Staff recommendation: Determine petition insufficient.

1In order to be determined sufficient, the sample had to have a validity rate of at least 82.4%. The validity rate of
Rebandt’s sample is 71.1%. Because the projected validity percentage is more than 2.5% lower than the required
validity percentage, the conclusion that the projected number of valid signatures is insufficient can be made with
greater confidence. Recognizing that some degree of sampling risk is always present, the highest confidence factor
that will be assigned to a sample is 99.9%. The confidence factor that the projected number of valid signatures is
insufficient is 99.9%.



