














MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

March 16, 2026

Keshia Dickason 

2607 Lomond Drive 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

Re: Foust v. Dickason 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 26-028 

Dear Keshia Dickason: 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Paul 

Foust alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 

Specifically, the complaint alleges that you failed to amend your statement of organization after 

exceeding the waiver threshold in violation of Section 24 of the Act, and that you did not include 

the required identification statement on your campaign materials in violation of Section 47 of the 

Act. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice.  

Section 24 of the MCFA requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper 

filing official within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details 

specific requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-

(3). A person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 

169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 

$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A 

person failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. Id. In addition, if any information required by a statement 

of organization has changed, committees must amend their statements of organization when the 

next campaign statement is due. Id. at (4). 

 The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules also require a person who produces printed 

material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the 

person who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 

a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 

or both. MCL 169.247(6).    

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 

your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 

true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
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the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

included in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook. 

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 

fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 

by the complainant. 

A copy of your answer will be provided to Paul Foust, who will have an opportunity to submit a 

rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 

the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Division of the 

Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Regulatory Division 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

c: Paul Foust 



MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

April 13, 2026

Keshia Dickason 

7680 Timbercreek CT Apt 1
Portage MI,  49024 

Re: Foust v. Dickason
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 26-028 

Dear Keshia Dickason: 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Paul 

Foust alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 

Specifically, the complaint alleges that you failed to amend your statement of organization after 

exceeding the waiver threshold in violation of Section 24 of the Act, and that you did not include 

the required identification statement on your campaign materials in violation of Section 47 of the 

Act. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice.  

Section 24 of the MCFA requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper 

filing official within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details 

specific requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-

(3). A person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 

169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 

$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A 

person failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. Id. In addition, if any information required by a statement 

of organization has changed, committees must amend their statements of organization when the 

next campaign statement is due. Id. at (4). 

 The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules also require a person who produces printed 

material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the 

person who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 

a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 

or both. MCL 169.247(6).    

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 

your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 

true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
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the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

included in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook. 

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 

fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 

by the complainant. 

A copy of your answer will be provided to Paul Foust, who will have an opportunity to submit a 

rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 

the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Division of the 

Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Regulatory Division 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

c: Paul Foust 



May 08 2026
Shardae Chambers
OBO Keisha Dickason
3306 Alpine St
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

Re: Foust v. Dickason
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 26-028 

Dear Shardae Chambers: 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against Keisha 
Dickason by Paul Foust alleging that the campaign violated the Michigan Campaign Finance 

Act (MCFA or Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that the campaign failed to amend its 

statement of organization after exceeding the waiver threshold in violation of Section 24 of the 

Act, and that it did not include the required identification statement on its campaign materials in 

violation of Section 47 of the Act. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice.

We have attempted twice to contact the candidate directly but have been unable to reach the 
campaign. We have included all correspondence related to this complaint for your records.  

Section 24 of the MCFA requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper 

filing official within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details 

specific requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-

(3). A person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 

169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 

$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A 

person failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. Id. In addition, if any information required by a statement 

of organization has changed, committees must amend their statements of organization when the 

next campaign statement is due. Id. at (4). 

 The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules also require a person who produces printed 

material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the 

person who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 

a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 

or both. MCL 169.247(6).    
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The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

included in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook. 

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 

fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 

by the complainant. 

A copy of your answer will be provided to Paul Foust, who will have an opportunity to submit a 

rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 

the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Division of 

the Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Regulatory Division 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

c: Paul Foust 



 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  

Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

June 02, 2026 
 

SECOND NOTICE 
 
Keshia Dickason 
7680 Timbercreek CT Apt 1 
Portage MI,  49024 
 
Treasurer: Shardae Chambers 
3306 Alpine St 
Kalamazoo, MI 49004  
          
Re: Foust v. Dickason 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 26-028  
 
Dear Kiesha Dickason: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Paul 
Foust alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). Specifically, 
the complaint alleges that the campaign failed to amend its statement of organization after 
exceeding the waiver threshold in violation of Section 24 of the Act, and that it did not include the 
required identification statement on its campaign materials in violation of Section 47 of the Act. 
A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
We attempted twice to contact the candidate Keisha Dickason directly on March 16, 2026 and  
April 13,  2026, but were  unable to reach the campaign. We have included all correspondence 
related to this complaint for your records. 
 
The Department sent Shardae Chambers notice of this complaint on May 08, 2025. That letter 
informed you that you had 15 business days from that date to provide a response to the complaint. 
As a courtesy, the Department is extending you an opportunity to submit a response within 
15 business days of the date of this second notice. If you do not submit a response within 15 
business days of the date of this notice, the Department will have no choice but to adjudicate the 
complaint based on the facts and allegations included in the complaint alone. A copy of the initial 
notice is included with this notice. 
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Section 24 of the MCFA requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper 
filing official within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details 
specific requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-
(3). A person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 
169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 
$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A 
person failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. Id. In addition, if any information required by a statement of 
organization has changed, committees must amend their statements of organization when the next 
campaign statement is due. Id. at (4).  

 The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules also require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the person 
who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes a 
misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or 
both. MCL 169.247(6).  

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is included 
in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook.  

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement 
or additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If 
you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the 
evidence furnished by the complainant.  
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Paul Foust, who will have an opportunity to submit a 
rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a violation 
of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s enforcement 
powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an administrative 
hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Division of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
Regulatory Division 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
c: Paul Foust 



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

August 17, 2026 

Keshia Dickason 

7680 Timbercreek Court 

Apartment 1 

Portage, Michigan 49024 

 

Shardae Chambers 

Treasurer, CTE Keshia Dickason 

3306 Alpine Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004 

 

Re: Foust v. Dickason 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 26-028 

 

Dear Keshia Dickason:  

 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Paul 

Foust alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter 

concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that you violated Section 24 because you failed to file required reports or 

an amended Statement of Organization (SofO) with the county clerk’s office after exceeding the 

waiver limit. The complaint attached a letter from the clerk’s office in support of this contention. 

In addition, the complaint alleged that you violated Section 47 because your campaign produced 

a campaign sign without the necessary disclosure statement. The complaint attached a 

photograph of you holding a campaign sign with the words “Keshia Dickason for City 

Commissioner.” No disclosure statement is visible. 

 

You did not respond to the complaint. Therefore, the Department proceeds to the determination 

stage of the investigation based on the evidence contained in the complaint and upon its own 

review of Kalamazoo County’s campaign finance database and consultation with the county 

clerk staff. 

 

Upon review, the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that a potential violation of Section 

47 of the Act has occurred, but does not support the conclusion that a potential violation of 

Section 24 has occurred. 
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Section 47 Violation 

 

Section 47 of the MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces 

printed material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of 

the person who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation 

constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up 

to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6).    

 

The Department first considers whether the materials fall within the ambit of the 

MCFA. Because the campaign sign explicitly advocate for your election, it contains express 

advocacy as defined by the Act. MCL 169.206(2)(j). As explained above, such materials 

must contain a “paid for by” statement listing the name and address of the committee 

purchasing the materials. However, the evidence shows that the campaign sign at issue does not 

appear to include this disclosure statement. That absence supports the conclusion that a potential 

violation of the MCFA has occurred.  

  

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the 

violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be 

reason to believe that a violation … has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an 

informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” Id.    

  

Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the 

complaint and is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print 

a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the 

phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your committee. 

  

Note that all printed materials referencing you or your candidacy produced in the future must 

include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by 

statement must be corrected. If this information has been included in your materials and you 

wish to rebut the Department’s conclusion, you must respond in writing to the 

Department to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov within 15 business days of the date of this letter. 

Otherwise, the Department will treat the complaint as resolved.  

  

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act 

to identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends 

to establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 

may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10).  

  

Section 24 Violation 
 

Section 24 of the MCFA requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper 

filing official within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details 

specific requirements for all SofOs that must be filed, including a committee’s street address and 

telephone number. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). Candidates may also use the SofO request a filing 

waiver if they do not expend or receive more than $1,000 for each election. MCL 169.224(5). 

Failure to file a statement of organization more than 30 days after it is required is a misdemeanor 
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subject to a fine of not more than $1,000.00, and a late fee of not more than $300.00. MCL 

169.224(1). Further, candidates who receive or expend more than $1,000 are then subject to the 

filing requirements of Section 33. MCL 169.233(6). 
 

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter. The Department has also 

reviewed Kalamazoo County’s campaign finance database and consulted with the clerk’s staff. 

The Department finds that insufficient evidence has been presented to support a finding of a 

potential violation of Section 24 of the MCFA. Based upon the Department’s review, it appears 

that the committee did begin filing the necessary campaign statements after the county informed 

it of the loss of waiver in October 2025. Upon consultation with the county, the Department has 

determined that your committee is in good standing. 

 

The Department therefore dismissed the portion of the complaint relating to an alleged violation 

of Section 24. The Department’s file in this matter has been closed and no further enforcement 

action will be taken. 

  

Sincerely, 

          
                                                                        Callie Dendrinos,  

                                                                        Regulatory Attorney 

Regulatory Division 

                                                                                    Bureau of Elections 

                                                                                    Michigan Department of State 

c: Paul Foust 




