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Michigan Campaign Pinance Act (MCFA), FQ} instructions on how to complete this form, see

the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & Procedures document. All spaces are required

unless otherwise indicated.
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Explain how those sections were violated:
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Evidenes included with the submission of the complaint that supports the allegations:
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1 certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each fuctual contention of this
complaint Is supported by evidence,

(_émﬁamrs of Complainant Date

If, aftor a reasonable inquiry under the eircumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable

oppommityforﬁcrther inquiry. Those specific comentions are:
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Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA, The person may be required to pay a elvil fine of up fo
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Depariment of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Onee completed, mall or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below, The
gomplaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Burean of Elections.

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Avstin Bullding — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Strest
Lansing, Michigan 48918

Revised: 06/19
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

January 26, 2021

Terry Peters
2978 Stapleton Road
Wales, MI 48027

Re:  Mastersv. Peters
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-11-196-33

Dear Mr. Peters:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Elizabeth Masters
against you alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act),
1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq.

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). A person who knowingly omits
or underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not
more than $1,000 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is
greater. MCL 169.233(11).

Ms. Masters alleges that you have failed to file any campaign finance statements required by the
Act, and you have not requested or qualify for the reporting waiver under section 24.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. A copy of the complaint and supporting
documentation is enclosed with this letter, The investigatory process is explained in the attached
publication, which is also available on our website.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Please submit any records to the
Department via email at Elections@Michigan.gov. All materials must be sent to the Department
of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H, Austin Building, 1* Floor, 430 West Allegan Street,

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H, AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517) 335-3234




Terry Peters
January 26, 2021
Page 2

Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a
decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Masters, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
penalty provided in section 33(11) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 335-3234,

Sincerely,

Adam ;racassi

Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c Elizabeth Masters




February 9, 2021

Michigan Department of State

Bureau of Elections via E-Mail:
elections@rmichigan.gov

Richard H. Austin Building, 1* Floor

430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918

Re: Master v. Peters
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-11-196-33

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are writing to you in connection with the Complaini filed by Ms. Masters.
Mr. Peters in conjunction with the 2020 election filed the proper reports with the St.
Clair County clerk’s office on 10/28/2020. If you need further information contact the
clerk’'s office.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Very truly yours,

TOUMA, WATSON, WHALING,
COURY, SSTREMERS & THOMAS, PC

S Douglas Touma
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June 11, 2021

SECOND NOTICE

Terry Peters
2978 Stapleton Road
Wales, MI 48027

Via Certified mail

Re: Masters v. Peters
No. 2020-11-196-33

Dear Mr. Peters:

By correspondence dated Jaounary 26, 2021, the Department of State (Department) advised you
of its intention to investigate a complaint filed against you by Elizabeth Masters concerning
alleged violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL
169.201 et seq. A copy of the Department’s notice is enclosed with this letter.

'The notice informed you that, pursuant to section 15(5) of the MCFA, MCL 169.215(5), the
Department is reviewing whether you failed to comply with the requirements of the Act. You
were provided an opportunity to respond to these allepations within 15 business days of your
receipt of the notice, but to date no response has been filed on your behalf.

By this letter, the Department is providing you a final opportunity to submit a written
response to the enclosed notice. Your response may include any documentary evidence you
wish to submit and must be received by the Department on or before July 7, 2021, All materials
must be sent to the Bureau of Elections, Michigan Department of State, Richard H. Austin
Building, 430 West Allegan Sireet, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Failure to submit a written response to this second notice will leave the Department no
alternative but to make its determination based solely on the documentation furnished by Ms.
Masters.

Sincerely,

o

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Flections

Michigan Department of State
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 15T FEOOR = 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/sos « (517) 373-2540



JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

July 27, 2021

Elizabeth Masters
1629 Fox Road
Wales, MI 48027

Via email

Dear Ms. Masters:

The Department 6f State received a response to the complaint you filed against Terry Peters,
which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A.
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the

date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,

A

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Terry Peters

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W, ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elactions * (517) 335-3234




JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

November 2, 2021

Terry Peters
2978 Stapleton Road
Wales, M1 48027

Re:  Masters v. Peters
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-11-196-33

Dear Mr. Peters:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against you by Elizabeth Masters alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign
Finance Act (MCFA). This letter concerns the disposition of the complaint.

The complaint alleges that you failed to file a campaign statement as required under the MCFA.
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you made expenditures during your campaign for Wales
Township Supervisor but did not file a pre-election campaign statement documenting those
expenditures election by the October 23, 2020 deadline. The complaint includes as evidence
photos of yard signs and mailers advocating for your election and containing “Paid for by
Committee to Elect Terry Peters Wales Township Supervisor” statements.

You have responded to the complaint. In your response, you stated that you filed the required
campaign statement on October 28, 2020.

Ms. Masters filed a rebuttal statement, contending that your October 28, 2020 filing was
submitted after the October 23, 2020 deadline.'

! The rebuttal also contends that you did not file a required post-election campaign statement and that the amount of
spending reported on the October 28 filing was incorrect. Because the original complaint did not address a failore to
file a postelection campaign statement, the Department does not address that claim. The Department does note,
however, that the St. Clair County Clerk does not have a record of you making a post-election filing. The
Department also declines to address the claim that your reported spending was incorrect, as Ms, Masters does not
include any evidence that the signs and matilers advocating your election included in the complaint would have
required a larger expenditure than the $2,778.84 you reported in your October 28 filing.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www. Michigan.gov/elections* (517} 335-3234




Terry Peters
November 2, 2021
Page 2

In Michigan, committees supporting or opposing the election of a candidate must file a
preelection campaign statement no later than the eleventh day before the election where that
candidate appears on the ballot. MCL 169.233(1)(b). Filing officials are responsible for
determining whether statements or reports required under the MCFA are in fact filed. MCL
169.216(6). A statement filed “within 9 business days after the time it was required to be filed” is
accepted as a late filing and is subject to late filing fees. MCL 169.216(7).

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and concluded that
insufficient evidence has been submitted to support a finding that a potential violation of the
MCFA has occurred. The St. Clair County Clerk confirmed receipt of your committee’s pre-
election statement on October 28, 2020, after the filing deadline. While technically late, the
reports were filed prior to the filing of the instant complaint. Given that you filed the reports
prior to the complaint being submitted, the Department concludes that there is insufficient
evidence to determine a potential violation has occurred.

The Department notes that your committee may be assessed a late-filing fee by the County Clerk
for any statement that was not timely filed. MCL 169.233(7). Late-filing fees are

assessed and collected by the filing official with whom the statements are filed. MCL
169.217(1). Any questions regarding these late-filing fees should be directed to the County
Clerk.

Sincerely,

Adam ;acassi

Michigan Bureau of Elections
C: Elizabeth Masters




