
































 

 

MICHIGA N BUREAU OF ELECT IONS 

RICHARD H. AUST IN BUILDING ●  1ST  FLOOR ●  430 W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING, MICHIGA N 4 8918 

M i ch i gan.gov/E l e c t i o ns  ●  (517) 335-0170 

July 22, 2022 

Kevin Sclesky 

9919 Dixie Hwy 

Clarkston, MI 48348   

 
Re: Strole v. Sclesky 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-8-143-26 

 

Dear Mr. Sclesky: 
 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 
complaint filed against you by Jennifer Eden on June 25, 2020. The complaint alleges you 
violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act) by failing to accurately file reports 

by not disclosing contributions or by submitting inaccurate expenditure reports, that you have 
accepted corporate contributions and that you have failed to place a proper paid for by statement 

on certain campaign related materials.  
 
You responded to the complaint on October 18, 2020. In your response you indicated that you 

spoke with the Oakland County Clerk’s Office and were advised that you needed to complete 
Form 1A in order to indicate that you do not plan to pursue fundraising to recapture the expenses 

of your campaign since you were 100% self-funding the campaign. You indicated that you 
followed the guidance provided to you by the local clerk’s office. You also indicated that you 
were unaware that you needed to report a source for the yard signs and paid advertising.   

 
Failing to Accurately File Reports 

 
The MCF A requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the  
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1)-(3). The MCFA requires a  

committee that receives or expends more than $1,000.00 during any election to file campaign  
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or 

underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not 
more than $1,000.00 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is  
greater. MCL 169.233(11). 

 
The Department concludes that you have submitted sufficient evidence to rebut the possibility 

that you violated the MCFA by failing to accurately file reports by not disclosing contributions.  
Specifically, the Department finds your detailed explanation, that you followed the guidance 
provided to you by your local election official in the Oakland County Clerk’s Office credible. 
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Additionally, no evidence was submitted showing that you did not self-fund your campaign. As 

such, the Department dismisses the Section 33 allegations contained in the complaint. 
 

 “Paid For By” Statement on Campaign Materials 

 
The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 

material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the 
person who paid for the item].”  MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 

or both. MCL 169.247(6). 
 

Upon review, the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that a potential violation of the Act 
has occurred. From the outset, the Department must consider whether the materials fall within 
the ambit of the MCFA. Because the materials explicitly advocate for the election or defeat of a 

candidate, or for the passage or defeat of a ballot proposal, the materials contain express 
advocacy as defined by the Act. MCL 169.206(2)(j). As explained above, such materials must 

contain a “paid for by” statement listing the name and address of the committee purchasing the 
materials. However, the evidence shows that the materials at issue here omit part or all of that 
required statement. That absence supports the conclusion that there may be reason to believe a 

violation of the MCFA has occurred. 
 

When the Department finds that there may be reason to believe a violation has occurred, the Act 
requires the Department to use “informal methods such as a conference [or] conciliation” to 
correct the potential violation or to prevent further violation. MCL 169.215(10).  Given this, the 

Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint and is 
hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print a complete and 

accurate identification statement on all campaign materials. The identification statement must 
contain the phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your committee. 
 

Note that all printed materials referencing you or your candidacy produced in the future must 
include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by 

statement must be corrected.  
 
Please be advised that this notice has served as a warning to you of your obligation under the Act 

to include an identification statement on all campaign materials. This warning may be used in 
future proceedings as evidence to establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation 

is a misdemeanor offense and may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. 
MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 
    

Sincerely, 
 

Regulatory Section 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 

c: Kevin Sclesky 
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