i Miéhiga“ De'partméat of State

¢ Campaign Finance Complaint Form g
t BUREAU OF ELECTIONS * RICHARD H. AUSTIN BU!LDING — 1% Floer il
" 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICH!GAN 48918

This complamt form may be used to file a compiamt aileglng that someone v1olated thc o
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) For instructions on how to complete this form, see
the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & Pmcedurcs document. All spaces are reqmred
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Evidence included with the submission of the ¢f mplaint that supports the allegations:

See @J—{Lacke




I certify that to the best of my knowledge, mformatmn, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

< 2 J/,%% o520z

If, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely fo be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

X

Signature of Complainant L _ S : Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to .
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint:

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Eiectlons o

Michigan Department of Staie
Bureau of Elections _
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan-48918




I

hitps:fiwww.alleganriverfront.cam/

Friends of the Riverfront is commitled 1o caring for
and impraving our town, which is why wé support
ballol proposal 2020-2. Our hope is 1o spread
awareness for this propesal andits positive impact,
Read about the initiative ancd how it will help grow
our downtown, the Riverwalk, and historic Mahan
Park below. .

Vote Yes on 2020-2 an March 10, 20201

Allegan to
ot Mahan Park,
. cinl extend
the: urban edge of our downiown with the addilion
of an upscale bouticue hotat.

Mahan Park will not disappaar from the Allegan - -

riverfront, .

i fact Mahan Pork will grow, become more

accommodaling and accessible o the community, - -

1/26/20, 1:54 AM
Pago10f 3
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAL OF ELECTIONS

ORIGINAL OR AMENDED
STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR INDEPENDENT, POLITICAL AND INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES {PACS)

1. Committee D #: *2, Type of Filing! Original: i
157796 VP g Amendment to items; Section 8 Eff. Date: 01/14i2020
Committee Type {Check one): For more information reparding committee types, please see Appendix H of the committee manual,
*3a Independent: 1/We acknowledge that the committee must meet certain requirements before belng legally gualified to make contributions at a
limit that Is 10 times greater shan the applicable contribution limit for an individual. .
*3h [:l palitical: |/\We acknowledge that the committee can never be legally gualified to make contributions at a imit that Is greater than the applicable
contribution limlt for an individual.
s this a Separate Segregated Fund (SSF}? YES [:] NO  If Yes, the sponsorisa Corporatlon D Labot Organization [:] 0.b.5
The sponsor’s name ist  CL Real Estate Development, LLC.

*3c, [ | independent Expenditure PACs: This committes Is arganized exclusively for the purpose of making Independent axpenditures that are not in any
way directly or indirectly “cgordinated” with any candidate, candidate committes, political party, or political party committee, consistent with applicable
— | caselaws incluting but not limited to-Michigan-Ehamber of Commerce et-abv-Fer Lynn-Land, - FSupp2d __.{WD. Mil,.2010)._This committee alsa_
intends to raise funds in unlimited amounts, These committees are commaonly referred to as Super PACS.
*4a. Full Name of Committee {Must include afflliate or sponsor):

Friends of the Riveriront

4h, Acronym or Abbreviation {if any}): FoR

*5a, Camplete Committee Mailing Address (May be 0 Box}:
42 Unlon St. Suite 14, Hillsdale, Ml 49242

*5h, Complete Committee Street Address {May not be PO Box):
42 Union Street, Suite 14, Hillsdale, Ml 45242

x5 Date Committee was Formed In Mi: 04/13/2020

*7a, Committee Phone: (815) 354-4721 7c. Committee E-mail Address: friendsoftheallgganriveﬂront@gmaii.cbm

7h. Committee Fax: 7d, Committee Website Address;

*R, Treasurer Name and Complete Address:

Brant Cohen 42 Union St. Apt 21, Hillsdale, M 49242
Phene #: (B15) 354-4721 Emall Address: brant.cohenid@ugmail.com
OUT OF STATE COMMITTEE TREASURER IRREVOCABLE WRITTEN STIPULATION: |/We stipulate and agree that any legal process affecting this committee
served on the Secretary of State or an agent designated by the Secretary of State shall have the same effect as if personally served on me and all other
principals of this committee. |/We further agree that thls appointment shall remaln in force as long as any fiabllity of this committee remains outstanding
within the State of Michigan.
9, Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Addresst

Phone #:' Emall Address:

1.0, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST: .
YES, |/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committes does not expect to spend or receive in excess of 41,000 In a calendar

yaar. |/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received In excess of 33,000 ina calendar year, the committee does not owe
Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campaign Statements. 1/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver wil be automatically lost If the
committee exceeds the 31,000 threshold and all required campaign statements must be filed. A Reporting Walver does net exempt a committes
from filing Late Contribution Reports.

NO, I/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee expects to spend or receive In excess of $1,000 in a calendar
year. |/We understand that the committee owes Quartarly, Pre, Post and Annual Campalgn Statements even If the committee does not spend or
recalve In excess of $1,000 in a calendar year. |/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver cannot be requested retroactively to avold
filing raquirements and to avold paying late filing fees. .

¥11, Name and Address of Depositories or Intended Depasitorles of committes funds. (Michigan Bank, Credit Unlon or Savings & Loan Associatlon)
*Qfficlal Depository (name and address) Southern Michigan Bank and Frust 10 E. Carleton Rd,, Hilisdale, MI 49242

Secondary Depository {name and address)h

12. ELECTRONIC FILING: This ltem applies to committaes that file with the Michigan Departraent of State Bureau of Elections only and does not apply to
committees that file with the County Clerk’s office.

DCommittee spent or recalved or expects to spend or recelve in excess of $5,000 and is required to file electronlcally.

DCommlttee did not spend or receive or does not expect to spend or recelve In excess of $5,000 and would ke to file efectronically voluntarlly.
*13, Verification: i/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are true, accurate
and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. If filing electronically, 1fwe further agree that the signatures below shall serve as the signatures
that verify the accuracy and completeness of each statement fited electronically by the committee. |/We certify that all reasonable diliganca will be used In
the preparation of each statement electranically filad by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true, accurate and complete to the
best of my/our knowladge or belief. {Sign Name and Date below)

*Current Treasurer / % ) Designated Record Keeper (Required only if fifing electronically)
7,7/,@4[ Zzs Date: 01/14/2020 ' Date:

CFR103 PAC SO.doc REV 0:1/2014: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1376, as amended  * = Required Field on Griginals




Downtown Allegan
Hotel Development Meeting

Join-us to learn more!

FRIENDS
OF THE ‘
| RIVERFRONT |

Thursday February 6th, 2020 at 6PM
af the Allegan District Library

Hosted by Friends of the Riverfront




From: Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 8:30 PM

To: SOS, Disclosure

Subject: Second Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796
Attachments: for_poster,jpg; FOR2_documentation.pdf; FOR2_complaint02022020.pdf

Please find the following second complaint &
supporting documentation against the committee
mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
postal mail. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
Jason A. Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269.998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatts
iaw. watts@gmail.com

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attachments are cenfidential and intended solely for use of the intersdied recipient. If you are not the infended reciplent, you should not review, refransmit,
convert fo hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this e-mal or any attachments to it. If you have seceived his e-mail in error, please immediately nofify us by ratum e-mail and delete this message and
any attachments from your computer system. Please note hat if this e-mail message contains a forwasded message of is a reply to a prior massage, some or all of the contents of this message or
any attachments may not have been preduced by the sender. This notice Is automatically appended fo each e-mail message leaving the sender's e-mail domain. Thank you.




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Elections .~ -~ . SR
Richard H. Austin Building 1stFloor """ =~
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918

2 February 2020

Jason A. Watts Brant Cohen - Friends of the Riverfront (FO
PO Box 216 42 Union 5t, Suite 14

Allegan, MI 49010-0216 Hillsdale, M1 49242

269.998.3991 815,354.4721

jaw.watts@gmail.com : friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com

Section of MCFA alleged to be violated: MCL 169,247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Complainant, _maki_ng_his second complaint against Mr, Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FOR). In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

That Friends of the Riverfront (FGR } filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13%, 2020,

Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the [isted treasurer (see previous
complaint}.

That on or about January 27%, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced bya person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address]”. {see
previous complaint)

That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.
That on or about February 2™, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and

website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
comemittee.

Mr. Watts further alleges:

That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
committee address.

That by omitting an address that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate and
mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale,




3. That if Mr, Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
refated entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the law.

4. By placing the label on their materials, Mr. Cohen and the committee knew that FOR
were In violation of the law, The omission of the committee’s address from their
disclaimer constitutes a knowing violation of the faw.

Since this is the second violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts believes this a knowing violation
and that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr. Cohen. If
Mr. Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he should
not have signed his name to the Statement of Organization.

| certify thut to the best of my knoWIedgé; iﬁformdﬁoh,. and belief, formed after reasonable
Inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by
evidence.




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building 15t Floor RIS
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, MI 48918 paas

2 February 2020

‘yjasoﬂnA, Wat{s; l Brant‘ éc;h'e'n

Friends of the Riverfront (FOR})
PO Box 216 42 Union St, Suite 14
Allegan, Mi 48010-0216 Hillsdale, M1 49242
269.998.3591 815.354.4721
jaw.watts@gmail.com friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com
Section of MCFA alleged to be violated: MCL 169.247

Now appears lason A. Watts, Complainant, making his second complaint against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FOR). In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13t, 2020,

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer (see previous
complaint).

3. That on or about January 27t, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address]”. (see
previous complaint}

4. That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.
5. That on or about February 279, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and

website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee.

Mr. Watts further alieges:

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
committee address.

2. That by omitting an address that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate and
mislead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdaie.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BUREAL OF ELECTIONS
: DRIGINAL OR AMENDED
STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR INDEPENDENT, POLITICAL AND INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES (PACS)
1, Committee ID #: 4157796 %2, Type of Filing: [ '] Original:

[#] Amendment to items: Section 8 Eff. bate; 01/14/2020

Committee Type (Check one}: For more information regarding committee types, please see Appendix H of the committee manual,
*3a independent: 1/We acknowledge that the committee must meet certain reguirements before being legally qualified to make contributions at a
Himit that is 10 times greater than the applicable contribution limit for an individual.
*3h [:] Poiitical; I/Wa acknowledge that the committee can never be legally qualifled to make contributions at a [lmit that is greater than the applicable
contrlbution limit for an individual.
Is this a Separate Segregated Fund {SSF)? YES [ JNO  IfYes thesponsorisa Corporation || Labor Organization  [_] B.D.S
The sponsor’s name Ist  CL Real Estate Development, LLC.

*3c. [ ] Independent Expenditure PACs: This commitiee is organized exclusively for the purpose of making Independent expenditures that are not in any
way directly of indirectly “coordinated” with any candidate, candidate committee, political party, or poliitical party committee, consistent with applicable

intends to ralse funds in unfimited amounts, These commiitees are commonly refarred to as Super PACS,

~paserlaw; including but not ltmited-to-Michigan-Chamber of Commerce etalvTerrt lynnland, - FSupp2d .. {WD M, 2010} This committeealso

*4a, Full Name of Committee {Must include affillate or sponsor):
Friends of the Riveriront

&b, Acronym or Abbreviatlon {if any}): FoR

*5a, Complete Committee Mailing Address {May be PO Eox);
42 Unlon St. Suite 14, Hilisdale, MI 49242

*5h, Completa Committee Street Address (May not be PO Box}:
42 Union Street, Suite 14, Hillsdale, MI 49242

*5. Date Committee was Formed in Mli 4 /43/2020

*7a, Committee Phone: (815) 354-4721 7c. Committes E-mall Address: friendsoftheallt_eganriverfmni@gmail.com

7b. Committee Fax: 7d. Committee Website Address:

*8, Treasurer Name and Complete Address:
Brant Cohen 42 Union St. Apt 21, Hillsdale, Mi 49242
Phone # ({B15) 354-4721 Email Address: brant.cohen1d4@ygmail.com

OUT OF STATE COMMITTEE TREASURER IRREVOCABLE WRETTEN STIPULATION: {/We stipulate and agree that any legal process affecting this committee
served on tha Secretary of State or an agent designated by the Secretary of State shall have the same effect as if personally served on me and all other
principals of this cornmittee. |/We further agree that this appointment shall remaln ia force as long as any lkability of this committee remains cutstanding

within the State of Michigan.

8, Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address:

Phone #:I Email Address:

10, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST: .
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER, The committee does not axpect to spend or receive in excess of $1,000 in a calendar

year. |/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received In excess of $1,000 in a calendar year, the committee does not owe
Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annuat Campaign Statements. I/We further understand that the Reporting Walver will be automatically lost If the
comnittee axceeds the $1,000 threshold and all required campalgn statements must be fited. A Reporting Walver does not exempt a commities
from flling Late Contribution Reports.

NO, |/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER, The committee expects to spend or recelve in excess of 51,000 in a calendar
year. I/We understand that the committee owes Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campalign Statements even if the committes does not spend or
recelve In excess of $1,000 In a calendar year. 1/We further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requested retroactively to avoid
filing requirements and to avold paying late fifing fees.

*11, Name and Address of Depositories or Intended Depositorles of committee funds. (Michigan Bank, Credit Unlon or Savings & Loan Association)
*Qfficial Depository {name and address): Southern Michigan Bank and Trust 10 E. Carleton Rd., Hillsdale, Mi 49242

Secondary Depository {name and address):

12, ELECTRONIC FILING: This tem applies to committees that file with the Michigan Department of State Bureau of Electlons ondy and does not apply to
committees that file with the County Clerk’s office.

D Committea spent or raceived or expects to spend or recelve In excess of §5,000 and Is required to file elactronically.

[ ]Committee did not spend or receive or does not expect to spend or recelve In excess of $5,000 and would like to fite electronically voluntarily.

%13, Verification: |/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of the above statement and that the contents ara true, accurate
and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. if filing etactronically, |/we further agree that the signatures below shall serve as the signatures
that verify the accuracy and completeness of each statement filed electranically by the committee, |/We certify that all reasonable diligence will be used In
the pre;jaratlon of each statement electronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true, accurate and complete to the

best of my/our knowledge or belief. (Sign Name and Date below}
Designated Record Keeper (Required only if filing efectronically)

*Current Treasurer / / ‘
;f’/é’ M;Z:/ Date: 91;14;2029 Data:

CFR103 PAC SO.doe REV 01/2014; Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976, asamended  * = Required Field on Originals




Downtown A||eghun
Hotel Development Mesting

Join us to learn more!

FRIENDS
OF THE
RIVERFRONT

Thursday February 6th, 2020 at 6PM
af the Allegan District Library

Hosted by Friends of the Riverfront




Smith, Jessica (MDOS)

From: Jason A, Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com>

Sent; Woednesday, February 5, 2020 11:45 PM

To: SOS, Disclosure

Subject: Third Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796
Attachments: FOR_Complaint3.pdf

Please find the following third complaint &
supporting documentation against the committee
mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
postal mail. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
-Jason A. Watts

Jason A. Watts

PO Box 216

Allegan, MI 49010-0216
269.998.3991

Tweet: @jawwatis
jaw. watts@gmail.com

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any atfachments are confidential and intended sofely for use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not review, retransm,
convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this e-mail or any altachments {oit. If you have received this ¢-maf in error, please immediately nolify us by retum e-mail and delefe this message and
any atlachments from your computer system. Please note that if this e-mail message containg a forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or all of the contents of this message or
any attachments may not have been produced by the sender. This notice is automatically appended to each e-mail message leaving ihe sender’s e-mail domain. Thank you,




Smith, Jessica (MDOS)

BT R
From: Joan Simmons <grammiejoan10@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 10:17 AM
To: lason A. Watts
Cc: SOS, Disclosure
Subject: Re: Third Complaint Against Friends of Riverfront - Allegan Co #157796

Received, thank you.

Honestly, their knowingly continuing to do this again, to me seems very intentional with an attitude of being above the
faw.

If we humbly try to follow God's law, these earthly battles would keep our hope ever present.

I appreciate your God-given discernment and experience Jason. |thank God for your courage to do the right thing as
FOMP tries to fight for hundreds of people who value the life of Dr. Mahan and his contributions that were intended to

be "forever" a part of our community's history.

Joan S,

On Wed, Feb 5, 2020, 11:45 PM Jason A. Watts <jaw.watts@gmail.com> wrote:

Please find the following third complaint &
‘supporting documentation against the committee
“mentioned above. | will be also sending this by
postal mail. If you have any questions or
“concerns, please let me know.

Thank you.
-Jason A. Watts

| Jason A. Watts

. PO Box 216

" Allegan, MI 49010-0216
©269.998.3991

- Tweet: @jawwatts

- jaw.watts@gmail.com

. NOTICE: This e-mail message and any atlachmenis are confidential and intended sclely for use of the intended recipient. If you are nol the intended recipient, you should not review, relzansrit,

- convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate ihis e-mail or any atfashments to it. Ifyou have received this e-mail in ervor, please immediatefy notify us by refum e-mall and delete this message
and any attachments from your compuler system. Please note that if this e-mail message containg a forwarded message or is a reply o a prior message, some or all of the contents of this message

* arany attachments may not have baen produced by the serder. This nofice is automatically appended to each e-mail message leaving the sender’s e-mail domain, Thank you.

1




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Electiong’
Richard H. Austin Building 1% Floor A
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, M1 48918 B O R IRl

vt

S February 2020

la . :
Jason A. Watts Brant Coherf- Friends of the Riverfront {FOR)
PO Box 216 42 Uniogn St, Suite 14
Aliegan, M) 49010-0216 Hillsdate, Mi 49242
269.998.3591 815.354.4721
jaw.watts@gmail.com , friendsoftheriverfror)t@gmai!.com
Section of MCFA alleged to be violated: MCL 169.247

Now appears Jason A, Watts, Complainant, making his second complaint against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront {FOR). In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:
1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR } filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13", 2020.

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer {see previous
complaint).

3. That on or about January 27", 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaign committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address)”. (see
previous complaint}

4. That the January 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.

5. That on or about February 2™, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and
website now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee. This complaint was emailed and sent by postal mail to the Bureau. (see
previous complaint).

Mr. Watts further alleges:

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
paid for by or committee address on additional printed material appearing Wednesday,
February 5t*, 2020,




2. That by omitting a proper disclaimer, that Mr. Cohen and FOR are trying to obfuscate
and misfead the voters of Allegan by omitting that the committee is based in Hillsdale.

3. That if Mr. Cohen and his committee were warned of their violation by the Bureau or a
refated entity, that FOR are not currently in full compliance with the law.

4, By placing the label on their materials, Mr. Cohen and the committee knew that FOR

were in violation of the law. This curren%omlss:on constitutes a knowing violation of
the law.

Since this is the third violation of MCL 169.247, Mr. Watts believes this a knowing violation and
that a $1,000 fine, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both be assessed to Mr, Cohen. If Mr.
Cohen was unaware of the responsibilities of being a committee treasurer, then he should not
have signed his name to the Statement of Organization.

i certify that to the best of my knowiedge, information, and belief, formed after reasonable
inguiry under the circumstances, each foctual contention of this compluint is supported by

B

evidence,

28770 20

‘ JasonA Watts Complainant Date




Michigan Department of State - Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building 15t Floor
430 W. Allegan St, Lansing, MI 48918

5 February 2020

Jason A. Watts Brant Cohen - Fnends of the Riverfront (FOR)
PO Box 216 42 Union St, Suite 14

Allegan, Ml 49010-0216 Hillsdale, M149242

269.998.3991 815.354.4721

jaw.watts@gmail.com friendsoftheriverfront@gmail.com.

Section of MCFA alleged to be wolated MCL 169.247

Now appears Jason A. Watts, Complainant, making his second complaint against Mr. Brant
Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront (FOR). In this complaint, Mr. Watts states:

1. That Friends of the Riverfront (FOR ) filed their committee with the Allegan County Clerk
on January 13, 2020.

2. Mr. Cohen is the signed treasurer of FOR, but not the listed treasurer (see previous -
complaint).

3. That on or about January 27, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that FOR were displaying
posters and a website without the proper disclaimer, in violation of MCL 169.247 which
states that all printed material produced by a person or campaigh committee must
include the following disclaimer: “Paid for by [name of committee and address]”. (see
previous complaint)

4, That the lanuary 27, 2020 complaint was sent by email and postal mail.

5. That on or about February 2"¢, 2020, Mr. Watts documented that said posters and
wehsite now display: “Paid for by Friends of the Riverfront”, but omit an address of the
committee. This complaint was emailed and sent by postal mail to the Bureau. (see
previous complaint).

Mr. Watts further alleges:

1. That Mr. Cohen and FOR continue to be in violation of MCL 169.247 by not providing a
paid for by or committee address on additional printed material appearing Wednesday,
February 5, 2020.
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‘Eg\m: MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
‘;{ BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
i ‘ ORIGINAL OR AMENDED

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR INDEPENDENT, POLITICAL AND INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES {PACS)

1. Committee 1D #: 4157796 *2, Type of Filing: [ ] Original:
&| Amendment to items; Section 8 Eff. Date; 01/14/2020

Committee Type {Check ane): For more information regarding committee types, please see Appendix H of the committee manual,
*3a Independent: 1/We acknowledge that the cormittee must meet certain requirements before belng tegally qualified to make contributions at a
limit that is 10 times greater than the applicable contribution limit for an Individual.
*3h I:] Palitical: I/We acknowledge that the committee can never be legally qualified to make contributions at a limit that is greater than the applicable
contribution limit for an individual,
is this a Separate Segregated Fund {5SF)? YES {3 NO  If Yes, the sponsorisa Carporatlon D lLabor Organization E:] 0.D.5
The sponsor’s name Isi CL Real Estate Development, LLC.

*3g, E] Independent Expenditure PACs: This committee is organized exclusively for the purpose of making independent expenditures that are notin any
way directly or indirectly “coordinated” with any candidate, candldate committee, political party, or political party committee, consistent with applicable
case law, incfuding but not Hmited to Michigan Chamber of Commerce et al v Terri bynn Land, ___FSupp2d ___ (WD MI, 2010). This committee also
intends to ralse funds in unlimited amounts. These committees are commonly referred to &s Super PACS.,

*4a, Full Name of Committee {Must Include affiliate or sponsor):
Friends of the Riverfront

4b. Acronym or Abbreviation {if any}: poR

*5a. Complaete Committee Malling Address {May be PO Box}):
42 Unlon St. Suite 14, Hillsdale, MI 49242

*5h, Complete Committee Street Address {May not be PO Box}:
42 Union Street, Suite 14, Hillsdale, M1 49242

*6. Date Committee was Formed in Ml 04/13/2020

*7a. Committee Phone: (815) 354-4721 7e, Committee E-mali Addresss friendsofthealleganriverfront@gmail.com

7h, Committee Fax: 7d. Committee Website Address:

*g. Treasurer Name and Complete Address:
Brant Cohen 42 Union St. Apt 21, Hillsdale, M} 49242

Phone #: (B815) 354-4721 Email Address: brant.cohen14@gmail.com

QUT OF STATE COMMITTEE TREASURER IRREVOCABLE WRITTEN STIPULATION: IfWe stipulate and agree that any legal pracess affecting this committee
served on the Secretary of State or an agent designated by the Secretary of State shall have the same effect as If personally served on me and all other
principals of this committee, I/We further agree that this appointment shall remaln in force as long as any Hability of this committee remains outstanding
within the State of Michigan.

9. Dasignated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address:

Phone #:' Email Address:

10, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee does not expect to spend or recelve in excess of $1,000 In a calendar
year, |/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received in excess of 51,000 in a calendar year, the committee does not owe
Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campaign Statements. I/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver will be automatically lost if the
committee exceeds the 51,000 threshold and ali required campalgn statements must be filed. A Reporting Waiver does not exempt a committee
from filing Late Contribution Reports.

NGO, I/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee expects to spend or receive in excess of 51,000 In a calendar
year, |/We understand that the committee owes Quarterly, Pre, Post and Annual Campalgn Statements even if the commifiee does not spend or
receive in excess of 51,000 In a calendar year. |/We further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requested retroactively to avold
filing requirements and to avold paying late filing fees.

*11. Name and Address of Depositories or Intended Depositerles of committee funds. {Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan Association)
*Official Depository (name and address): Southern Michigan Bank and Trust 10 E. Carleton Rd., Hillsdale, Ml 49242

Secondary Depository fname and address):

12. ELECTRONIC FILING: This ftem applies to committees that file with the Michigan Department of State Bureau of Elections only and does not apply to
committees that file with the County Clerk’s office.

[Tlcommittes spent or received or expects to spend or recelve in excess of $5,000 and Is required ta fila electronically,

{ | Committee did not spend or receive or does not expect to spend or recelve in exeess of $5,000 and would like to file electronically voluntarily.

*13. Verification: |/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used In the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are true, accurate
and complete to the best of my/our knowtedge or hellef. if filing electronically, i/we further agree that the signatures below shall serve as the signaturas
that verify the accuraey and completeness of each statement filed electronically by the committee, I/Wa certify that all reasonable diligence will be used In
the preparation of each statement electronlcally filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement wlll be true, accurate and complete to the
best of my/our knowledge or belief, (Sign Name and Date below)}
*Current Treasurer > /// . Dasignated Record Keeper (Required onFy if filing electronically}

7 {,/ iz Date: 91/14/2020 Date:

CFR103 PAC S0.doe REV 01/2014; Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976, as amendad  * = Required Field on Originals
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 21, 2020

Brant Cohen

Friends of the Riverfront
42 Union Street, Suite 14
Hillsdale, MI 49242

Re:  Watts v. Friends of the Riverfront
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-02-07-47

Dear Mr. Cohen and Friends of the Riverfront:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint alleging you have
violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include a
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials, A copy of
the complaint is enclosed.

The complaint was submitted to the Department on February 11, 2020 and alleges that you have
failed to register as the committee’s treasurer, and your committee website and certain campaign
materials fail to contain a proper paid for by statement. As evidence to the complaint, Mr, Watts
has included screenshots of the website, certain campaign materials, and your original statement

of organization. The Department takes each allegation in turn.

First, the MCFA requires you to file a statement of organization listing the name and full address
of the committee’s treasurer, MCL 169.221, Submitted with the complaint was the original
statement of organization. In determining whether an investigation was warranted, the
Department contacted the Allegan County Clerk’s office to verify whether an amended statement
of organization was filed. An amendment [isting Mr. Cohen as the treasurer was filed on January

* The Department has received a total of six complaints filed by Jason Watts which all allege the
same violation has occurred multiple times. For purposes of administrative efficiency, the
Department consolidates these cases. See Michigan Waste Systems, Incv Dep 't of Natural
Resources, 157 Mich App 746, 756 (1987) (“The purpose of consolidation is to promote the
convenient administration of justice and to avoid needless duplication of time, effort, and
expense.”) (Internal quotations omitted.)

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H, AUSTIN BUILDING * 18T FLOOR + 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48318
www. Michigan.gov/Eleciions * (817) 335-3234




Brant Cohen

Friends of the Riverfront
February 21, 2020

Page 2

14, 2020 — prior to the first of the instant complaints being filed with the Department. A copy of
this amendment is enclosed herein. Therefore, the Department dismisses this allegation as the
evidence is insufficient to conclude that a potential violation of the Act has occurred.

The second allegation states that certain campaign materials have failed to contain a proper paid
for by statement. The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who
produces printed material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and
address of the person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). Materials
produced by anyone other than a candidate or the candidate committee are required to include
the phrase “with regulated funds” after the paid for by statement. MCL 169.247(4). A knowing
violation constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00,
imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6).

Upon review, the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that a potential violation of the Act
has occurred. From the outset, the Department must consider whether it is an expenditure
covered by the MCFA. The website and campaign material specifically urges voters to “VOTE
YES on PROP 2020-2.” Because it urges voters to vote for the passage of a ballot question
using words of express advocacy, the flyer is covered by the ambit of the Act and must include
the paid for by statement outlined under section 47. MCL 169.206(2)(j). Based on the evidence
provided, it appears that the paid for by statement has been omitted entirely. Since this phrase is
absent, the evidence supports the conclusion that a potential violation has occurred.

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]” if it finds that “there may
be reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred [.}” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]” Id.

Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the
complaint and is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print
a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the
phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your committee and the phrase
“with regulated funds.”

Note that all printed materials containing words of express advocacy produced in the future must
include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by
statement must be corrected. If this information has been included in your materials and you
wish to rebut the Department’s conclusion, you must respond in writing to the Department
within 15 business days of the date of this letter, otherwise the Department will treat the
complaint as resolved.

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to
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establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10).

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

Enclosure
¢: Jason Watts






