


































 

 

BURE A U OF E LE CT I ONS  

RI CH A RD  H .  A UST I N BUI LD I NG,  430 W.  A LLE GA N ST RE E T    LA NSI NG,  M I CH I GA N 48918 

w w w . M i c h i g an . g o v/ el ec t i o n s   (517)  335-3234  

July 15, 2022 

Nancy Nevers        

49699 Lehr Drive 

Macomb, MI 48044       

 

Re: Western v. Nevers 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-8-146-26 

 

Dear Ms. Nevers: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 

complaint filed against you by Kathleen Western alleging that you violated the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that you accepted a $3,000 contribution from a PAC but did not properly 

record it in your preprimary campaign finance statement. The complaint further alleged that you 

failed to identify the occupation, employer, and business of a person who contributed $1,000 to 

your campaign in your postelection campaign finance statement.  

 

You responded to the complaint. In your response, you claimed there was no intent to conceal 

information. Instead, the error in recording the PAC contribution was an honest mistake resulting 

from not having filled out the forms yourself before, and the error in recording the individual 

contribution resulted from not knowing those details about the contributor. You noted the 

question marks on those lines showed that the information was not purposefully concealed, but 

simply unknown. 

 

Ms. Western provided a rebuttal statement. In that statement, Ms. Western argued that mistakes 

or lack of knowledge do not excuse a candidate from the requirements of the MCFA.  

 

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the 

appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) – (3). The Act requires a committee 

that receives more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in 

compliance with the Act. MCL.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports 

expenditures requires to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000 

or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL 

169.233(11). 
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In particular, the MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street 

address, amount contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom 

contributions are received. MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative 

contributions are more than $100.00, the candidate or committee must also report the 

individual’s occupation, employer, and principal place of business. Id. For each person other 

than an individual (such as a PAC), candidates and committees need not include the additional 

employment information but must provide all other contributor information previously listed. 

MCL 169.226(1)(g).  

 

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that sufficient 
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. You 
failed to include the required address information for the contributing PAC, and the required 
occupation information for the individual contributor. However, the Department does not find 
any intent to conceal information.  
 
After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the 
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be 
reason to believe that a violation … has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an 
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” Id. 
 
The Department has found amended forms filed with the Macomb County Clerk’s Office that 
include the required information for both contributions.1 Given this, the Department concludes 
that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint and is hereby advising you that 
MCFA Sections 226 and 233 require you to file campaign finance reports that include all the 
listed information about each contributor. 
 
The Department notes that your committee may be assessed a late-filing fee by the Macomb 
County Clerk for any statement that was not timely filed.  MCL 169.233(7).  Late-filing fees are 
assessed and collected by the filing official with whom the statements are filed.  MCL 
169.217(1).  Any questions regarding these late-filing fees should be directed to the Macomb 
County Clerk.  

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
include this information in future filings and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that 
tends to establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is subject to the civil fines 
previously described. MCL 169.233(11). 

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Division 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State  

c: Kathleen Western 

 
1 470882468.pdf (campaignfinance.us), 470882470.pdf (campaignfinance.us) 


