¢ Michigan Department of State

Campaign Finance Complaint Form
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS * RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING - 1* Floor
430 W, ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918

This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA). For instructions on how to complete this form, see

the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & Procedures document. All spaces are required
unless otherwise indicated.

Section 1. Complainant

Your Name Daytime Telephone Number

Karieen WESTERM 586~ M b-4B43

Mailing Address

1533 HickorY hANE _
Macour Mo [ Ysoys

Email (optional)

Kywestern @ comeast. pet

Section 2. Alleged Violator

t\pf ' ' 5%, -491 <320
49699 henr DRVE
Hacoun

Email (optional)

navers n @ macamb - m. qav

| Section 3. Allegations (Use additional sheets if more space s needed.) |

Section(s) of the MCI'A alleged to be violated: SEC— /(0?’ c;) 07@

Explain how those sections were violated:
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Section 4. Certification (Required)

I certify that fo the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

Wi Iz

igrtature of Complainant Date

Section 5, Certificafion without Evidence (Supplemental o Sectiond)

If, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual
contentions are supported by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following certification:

I certify that fo the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

Signature of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the alleged
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Section 6, Submission.

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Elections.

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918

Revised; 06/19




MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE Tt: M

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
COVER PAGE
rt must be legible, typed or print i d 3. Tt From:
the e for cReymn B dorprited i ik and signed by 3T Siatement covers From 01/01/20 0 07/19/20
1. Committee .D. Number 4. Candidate Last Name First Name M.l
137-027 Nevers Nancy J.
4a. Office Sought Including District # or Community Served (If applicable)
2. Comittes Name Trustee Macomb Township [=]
CTE N a ncy N evers 4b. County of Residence MACOMB
5. Committee's Malﬂng.Address 6. Treasurer's Name & Residential Address
49699 Lehr Drive Nancy Nevers
Macomb Twp. MI 48044 49699 Lehr Drive e
Macomb, Michigan 48044 - -~
Yore . ©
..‘ rqg ‘_
Area Code and Phone (586) 491-3206 ' a'm ' g
If the address in this box Is different from the committes ' Mo PG|
mailing address on the Statement of Organization, mall may 586) 491-3206 ‘ ﬁa -~ =
be sent to this address by the filing officlal. Area Code & Phone (586) ” =3 J';:
7. Treasurer's Business Address 8. Designated Record Keepar's Name and Address (If the gﬂ'niﬂeegs a
i Designated Record Keeper| i o=
49699 Lehr Drive 9 per) T 3
Macomb, Michigan 48044 : ﬁ -
P, -4

Area Code and Phone (5?6) 491~ 3300

B
»

Area Code and Phone

9. TYPE OF STATEMENT
9a. m Pre-Election OR 9b.[_|Post-Election

Required ONLY if candidate
is not on the ballot for the

9e. Dissolution of Candidate Committee

["IBy checking this iterm I/We certify any outstanding debt

current year: gy g?e trziommjjnae ét; thel candldgte o:l' his or he"r ?ﬂsgll.lsgt!’s here

" ¢ Y 1 y discharged and forgiven, and no longer collectible from
Pre-Election or Post-Election Statement relates to: | 4 the commiltee. The committes has 1o oustan ding assels,
mpﬁmaf}' [ Juuly Quarterty owes no lates fees or has any oustanding debt.
[ 1General {_]0ctober Quarterty Further, if the dissolution cannot be granted, that this be
E]Convemio considered a request for the Reporting Waiver.

n
[:ISpaclal 9c.
I—_-IS " DAnnual Statementcg_;e?ag_evg it Effective dale of dissolution
choo

Clcauous gd. [__] Amendment to Campalgn Statement

Date of Election, Convention or Caucus

08/04/20

(Complete ilem 9a, 9b, 9¢ or 9e to
indicate which Statement is being
amended.)

Note: The disposition of residual funds must be reported on
Schedule 1B and the Summary Page.

10. Verification: I\We cerlify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of this statement and attached schedules (if any) and to the best of
mMy\our knowledge and belief the contents are true, accurate and complete,

Oasgate Recrdkopor NANCY Nevers | Py po e 7-21-2020
Type or Print Name Signatare—’ \J
candan NANCY Nevers | rlomiee [ pemrg L 7-21-2020

Type or Print Name

\ 7 N
Signature Y

Autharity granted under P.A. 388 of 1976




j_!é;a\ MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
3

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS 137-027
SCHEDULE 1A 1. Committes 1.D. Number -
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE 2 commites Name O T E NaNcy Nevers
Enter contributor's name and address. If contribution Is from an Individual, enter last name, first name, 6. Amount 7. Cumulative for
middle initial. Check box to indicate If contribution is from a Political Committee or an Independent Election Cycle for Each
Committee (PAC) Report gll contributions regardless of amount. Contrilf:utor P‘hraugh
gate of rece Etl
3, Contribution # 1 PAC Reoelp YES 4. Date of Receipt
Name & Address:
Nancy Nevers
49699 Lehr Drive 0
Macomb, Michigan 48044 ;3000 g
5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide: :
P P Click Here for Memo Itemization
Occupation Employer
Business Address
Type of Contributiuirect D Loan from a person Fund Raiser
3. Contribution #2 PAC Receipt? |:| YES 4, Date of Receipt
Name & Address
$ $

5. I over $100.00 cumulative, please provide: Click Here for Memo Itemization

Occupation Employer
Business Address
Type of Contribution: DDlrecl I:l Loan from a person [] Fund Raiser
3. Contribution # 3 PAC Recelpt? I:I YES 4. Date of Receipt
Name & Address:
$ $
Click Here for Memo Itemization
§. If over $100.00 cumulative, ploace provide:
Occupation Employer
Business Address
Type of Contribution; Direct ErLoan from a person g Fund Raiser
3. Contribution # 4 PAC Recelpt? D YES 4. Date of Receipt
Name & Address
$ 8

5. If over $100.00 cumulatlve, please provide:

Click Here for Memo Itemization
Occupation Employer

Business Address

Type of Conltribution: D Direct DLoan from a person E:und Raiser
I

Page Subtotal

Grand Total of All Schedules 1A |$3 000.00
(Complete on last page of Schedule)

Enter this total on
line 3a of Summary

Page of Page.




£ "'j MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
&l  BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

1. Committes .0, Number 137-027

. m
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE o ame —
RECEIPTS Caluma | Column I
This Perlod Cumulative this elaction cycle
3. Contributions
a. lemized (Schedule 1A - Column 6) (3a.) § 3'000'00
b. Unitemized {less than $20,01 each - no Schedule) {3b.) & NOT APPLICABLE
¢. Subtotal of "Contributions” (3c.) & (18.) %
4. Other Receipts {Schadule 1A 1, Column 6} (4} % {19.} %
5. TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND OTHER RECEIPTS {5) % (2008
(Add Ling 3¢ + Line 4)
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS & EXPENDITURES
6. In-Kind Coniributions (Schedule 1-iK, Column 7 6) § (21.) %
7. In-Kind Expendilures {Schedule 1B-IK, Column 6) (7) § (2233
EXPENDITURES
8. Expenditures
a. emized (Schadule 1B, Calumn 6} (8a.) §
b. Itemized Get-Out-the-Vole (Schedule 18.G) {8b.) §
¢. Unitemized (less than $50.01 each - no Scheduls) {8c.) $
9. TOTAL EXPENDITURES (Add Line 8g + Line 8b + Line 8c) (.} § {23.)%
INCIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEVENTS
(Officeholders Only)
10. Disburssments
&. ltamized {Schedule 1C, Column 6) (10a.}$
b. Unitemized (less than $50.01 each - no Schedule)
(10b.) %
11. TOTAL INCIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS
{Add Lins 10a + Line 10b)
(1) § (24.) %
DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS
12, Debts and Obligations
a. Owed by the Commitiee {Scheduis 1E} {12a.) %
b. Owed fo the Committes (Schedule 1E)
(12b.)

13. Ending Balance of last raport filed
(Enter zero if no previous reports have bean filed.)
14, Amount recelved during reporling perlod
{Line 5, Total Contributions & Other Recsipts)
15. BUBTOTAL Add lines 13 and 14
16. Amount expendad during reporling perod
{Add lines 9 and 11)
17, ENDING BALANCE
{Sublract line 16 from line 15)

BALANCE STATEMENT
(13) % $0.00

(14 + 3 $3,000.00

(15)=§%
(e)- s $0.00
(1?.) 5 $3,000.00 -




NOUVNOGHa
0000-++08% Il ‘BNODYI

JIHSNMOL WA ¥HI16696% QGNIFZ2Z6215
BINOOVIN I3LSNHL dIHSNAMOL 10§ SNYL dIHSNMOL 103910 INIFANHEIA0D
SHIAIN AONVN 00°000°ES 0ZILLIS0 HOd SHIATIN AONVN 1S3INOH "HO4 SNIZILD

22)S93M 2oMNH VIR S0 L W4 - e WAL -



IFeN #3-see Pases?

1(?& MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
COVER PAGE

Report must be legible, typad or printed in ink and signed b . Thi :

the reasurer (or dasignatbd record keeepler;nand candidate. | STt BNeme covant PRy 07/20/20 to 09/03/20
1. Committee 1.D. Numbar 4, Candidate Last Name First Name M.L
137-027 Nevers Nancy J.

4a. Office Sought Including District # or Gommunity Served (If applicable)

2 Commitise. Nems Trustee Macomb Township [=]
CTE N &l ncy N evers 4b, County of Resldence MACOMB Eﬂ
5. Committee’s Mailing Address

6. Treasurer's Name & Residential Address :
Nancy Nevers B3
49699 Lehr Drive :
Macomb, M| 48044

49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, Ml 48044

nh

3%

v M .1}
f ﬁ{» | -
Area Code and Phone (586) 491-3206 PR~ '3
fthe address In this box Is diferent fom ihe commitica %
mailing address on the Statement of Qrganization, mail ma: ]
be sent to this address by the filing omc?al. Y Area Code & Phone (586) 491-3206 © =
7. Treasurer's Business Address 8. Designated Record Keeper's Name and Address (If the corréa;e has@
49699 Lehr Drive Designated Record Keeper) ; L~

Lot
Macomb, Ml 48044

af

v

Area Code and Phone (586) 491-3206
9. TYPE OF STATEMENT
9a. [_]pre-Election OR 9b.[X]Post-Election

Area Code and Phone

9e. Dissolution of Candidate Committes
Required ONLY if candidate

is not on the ballotfor the E]By checking this itern |/\We certify any outstanding debt

current year: by the :r:‘ommiﬂee i(? the candidate og his or h?[r spigrs?"i)s here
N . ; by discharged and forgiven, and no tonger collectible from
Pre-Election or Post-Eleclion Statement relates to: | tga commiftee. The committee has no %ustanding assets,
[Jouly Quarterly owes no lates fees or has any oustanding debt.
DPrlmary
b it
[ ]General [Toctober Quarterly Further, if the dissolution cannot be granted, that this be
’ considered a request for the Reporting Waiver.
[ Jconvention
DSpacial 9c. [:]
Annual Statement ( ) .
'DSchool Coverage Year Effective date of dissolution
[eaucus aq. [_] Amendment to Campaign Statement

’ {Complete Item 9a, 8b, 9¢ or 9e to
indicate which Statement is being

Note: The disposition of residual funds must be reported on
amended.)

Schedule 1B and the Summary Page.

Date of Election, Convention or Caucus

08/04/20

10. Verification: \We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the
my\our knowledge and bellef the contents are true, accurate and complet

Current Treasurer or

preparation of this statement and attached schedules (if any) and to the best of
e.

Designated Record keeper Nancy Nevers MW . W Date 9-3-2020
Type or Print Name aw U\
candicar NANCY Nevers ey ). bppedd . 9-3-2020

Type or Print Name

Slgnalwe/ U

Authority granted under P.A. 388 of 1976



&‘1 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE :I _th M \53

0 BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
- ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS 137-027
SCHEDULE 1A 1, Commiittee 1.D. Number

CANDIDATE COMMITTEE 2. commites Name > 1 = NaNcy Nevers
Enter contributor's name and address. If contribution [s from an individual, enter last name, first name, 6. Amount 7. Cumulative for
middle initial. Check box to Indicate if contribution is from a Political Committee or an Independent Election Cycle for Each
Committee (PAC) Report all contributions regardless of amount, Contributor (Through

date of receipt
3. Contribution # 1 PAC Receipt? YES 4, Date of Receipt 08/10/20
Name & Address:

Nancy Nevers
49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, M| 48044 $ 7,469.00 %

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:
Occupation Trustee Employer Macomb Twp.

Business Address 49699 Lehr Dr. Macomb, MI 48044

Type of Contributlon Direct D Loan from a person Fund Raiser

Click Here for Memo Itemization

3. Contribution #2 PAC Receipt? D YES 4. Date of Receipt 08/10/20
Name & Address

Laura McLennan
27331 El Capitan Drive
Warren, Ml 48092

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:

+1,000.00

Click Here for Memo ltemization

Occupation Don't know her Employer ?

Business Addrass ?

Type of Contribution: | _|Direct i [ — [ ] FundRaiser
3. Contribution # 3 PACRaceipt? [ |YES 4. Date Df_R:ceip,

Name & Address:

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provida:

L

Click Here for Memo ltemization

Qccupation Employer
Business Address
Type of Contribution: D Direct D Loan from a person g Fund Raiser
3. Contribution # 4 PAC Receipt? D YES 4, Date of Receipt
Name & Address

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:

Occupation Employer

Business Address

Type of Contribution: Direct Loan from a person Q Fund Raiser
[] []

Click Here for Memo Itemization

Fage Subtotal

Grand Total of All Schedules 1A
(Complete on last page of Scheduls)

Page A of f:z

Bl L5 o

Al 445,70

Enter this total on
line 3a of Summary
Page.




87 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
{5y BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES 137-027
SCHEDULE 1B 1. Committes [, D. Number
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE 2. commites Name © | E Nancy Nevers
3. Name and sddress of person or vendor to whom paid 4. Purpose (Required Information) 5, Date 6. Amount
Expenditure 81 = — =
Name Right Strategies, LLC 0B/02/20 ¢ $11489.00
Mailer, Printing, Postage stc. Date e

Address

2153 Wealthy St. SE, Suite 166
Fast Grand Rapids, M! 49506

[ Jrund ratser

Purpose:

Check box if this expendlture is payment of
debt or obligation reported an previous

Click Here for Memo ltemization Type

[:] Fund Raiser

DCheck box if this expenditure is payment of
debt or ghllgation reported on previous
statement

statement
Expenditure #2
Name
$
Date
Address Purpose:
Click Here for Memo temization Type
Chaeck box if this expenditure ks payment of
. ebt or obligation reported on previous
_D Fund Raijser statement
Expenditure #3
Name
%
Address Purpose: Date

Click Here for Memo itemization Type

Expenditure #4
Name

Address

D Fund Raiger

Dale
Purpose:

g‘ Check box if this expenditura is payment of
ebi or obligation reported on previous

Click Here for Memo Hemization Type

D Fund Raiser

I;;Lcheck box if this expenditure 18 payment of
ebt or obligation reported on previous
statement

statement
Expenditure #5
Name
Adidress Purpose: Date ¥

Click Here for Mema temfzation Type

Page 3_ of f&

Subtotal this page

Grand Total of all Schedules 1B
{Complete on last page of Schedule)

T 449,

Enter this total
on line 8a of
Summary Page




A8 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
e BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

1. Commitiee 1.D. Number 197-027

CAND?SE’?REA(?(;I\FQFTEEE 2 Commives Name CTE Nancy Nevers
RECEIPTS Column | Colurn |
This Perlod Cumulative this election cydle

3, Contributions
a. ltemized {Scheduls 1A - Column 6)
b. Unitamized (less than $20.01 each - no Schedule)
€. Sublotal of *Canlributions™

4. Other Recelpts {Schedule 1A -1, Column 6)

5. TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND OTHER RECEIPTS
{Add Line 3c + Line 4)

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS & EXPENDITURES
8. In-Kind Contributions (Schedule 1-IK, Column 7)

7. In-Kind Expenditures (Schedule 1B-IK, Columa 6}

EXPENDITURES
8. Expenditures

a. temizad {Schedula 18, Column &)

ays & HLPrY

{3b) § NOT APPLICABLE

(3c) $ (8%
4) 8 {18) %
o s_ & #69 " 20)8
©) § 1)
78 (2238

(8a) § /ﬁ. Heg. e

b. Htemized Get-Out-the-Vote (Schedule 18-G) (8b) ¢
c. Unitemized (lass than $50.01 each - no Schedule) (8c.) &
‘| 8, TOTAL EXPENDITURES (Add Line 8a + Line 8b + Line 8¢c) ©) $ /j, ¥ig. (23)%
INCIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS
{Officeholders Only)
10. Disbursements
&. emized (Schadule 1C, Column 8) (10a.} §
b. Unitemized {less than $50.01 each - no Schedule)
(10b.) $
11. TOTAL INGIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS
{Add Line 10a + Line 10b)
{11.} § {240 8%
PEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS
12. Debts and Obligations
a. Owed by the Committee (Schedule 1E) (122.) %
b. Owed to the Committee (Schedule 1E)
{12b.) §
BALANCE STATEMENT
13. Ending Balance of last report filed {13.) &
{Enter zero i no previous reports have been filed.)
14. Amount received during reporting period {143+ 8 f; a2 )
{Line 5, Total Contributions & Other Receipts)
15, SUBTOTAL Add lines 13 and 14 ey=s_ & #¢1. rv
16. Amount expended during reporting periad —
(Add lines @ and 11) {(18)- §
17. ENDING BALANCE
(Subtract ine 16 Fom fine 15) o s G LT

o op 5/




STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

May 28, 2021

SECOND NOTICE

Nancy Nevers
49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, MI 48044

Via Certified mail

Re:  Western v. Nevers
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-8-146-26 ‘

Dear Ms. Nevers:

By correspondence dated October 7, 2020, the Department of State (Department) advised you of
its intention to investigate a complaint filed against you by Kathleen Western concerning alleged
violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201
et seq. A copy of the Department’s notice is enclosed with this letter.

The notice informed you that, pursuant to section 15(5) of the MCFA, MCL 169.215(5), the
Department is reviewing whether you failed to comply with the requirements of the Act. The
Committee was provided an opportunity to respond to these allegations within 15 business days
of your receipt of the notice, but to date no response has been filed on your behalf.

By this letter, the Department is providing you a final opportunity to submit a written
response to the enclosed notice. Your response may include any documentary evidence you
wish to submit and must be received by the Department on or before June 21, 2021. All
materials must be sent to the Bureau of Elections, Michigan Department of State, Richard I
Austin Building, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Failure to submit a written response to this second notice will leave the Department no
alternative but to make its determination based solely on the documentation furnished by Ms.
Western.

Sincerely,

P

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
BUREAL OF ELECTIONS

RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 15T FLOOR + 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/sos = (517) 373-2540



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JoCELY™N BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

October 7, 2020

Nancy Nevers
49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, M1 48044

Re: Western v. Nevers
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-8-146-26

Dear Ms, Nevers:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Kathleen Western
against you alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the complaint and supporting documentation is enclosed
with this letter.

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). A person who knowingly omits
or underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not
more than $1,000 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is
greater. MCL 169.233(11).

Ms. Western alleges that you accepted a $3,000 contribution from a PAC but did not properly
record it in your preprimary campaign finance statement.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 ef seq. An explanation of the investigation
process is enclosed with this letter and a copy is available on the Department’s website.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Due to the ongoing public health
emergency, the Department asks that all materials be submitted via email to
Elections@Michigan.gov to my attention. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will
render a decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W, ALLEGAN = LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www Michigan.gov/elections * {§17) 3356-3234



Nancy Nevers
QOctober 7, 2020
Page 2

A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Western, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of {the MCFA] has occurred [.J” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 33(11) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me via email.
Sincerely,
% @
Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Kathleen Western



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING — 15T FLOOR
430 WEST ALLEGAN STREET
LANSING, MI 48918

KATHLEEN WESTERN
y Complainant, No. 2020-8-146-26
NANCY NEVERS,
Respondent.

KATHLEEN WESTERN NANCY NEVERS

51533 Hickory Lane 49699 Lehr Drive

Macomb, MI 48042 Macomb, MI 48044

(586) 246-6843 (586) 491-3206

lewestern(@comeast.net neversn@macomb-mi.goy

RESPONDENT NANCY NEVERS’ ANSWER TO COMPLAINANT’S COMPLAINT

NOW COMES Respondent, NANCY NEVERS, (“Respondent”) and for her Answer to
Complainant’s Complaint, states as follows:

This Answer is given in accordance with the statutory provisions of the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act, 1976 PA 388; MCL 169.201 ef seq. (“"MCFA”), and in particular, pursuant
to MCL 169.215 and its corresponding subdivisions.

Complainant Kathleen Western (“Complainant”) asserts that violations of the MCFA
occurred due to lack of abéolutely strict adherence to MCL 169.226 because Respondent allegedly
“failed to disclose...$3,000.” [Complainant’s Complaint, p. 1]. Nothing could be further from
the truth. Respondent never failed to “disclose” this money as Complainant contends. Indeed, in
Complainant’s own “Item #1”—which Complainant relies upon—it is clear that Respondent has
disclosed the $3000.00 contribution on the femized Contributions Schedule 1A. [See

Page 1 of 3



Complainant’s Item #1 Attachment to Complaint]. Therefore, Complainant’s very first
allegation is completely false. As such, Complainant is liable for State Department expenses
Respondent’s attorney’s fees, and a civil fine of up to $1000.00, as delineated by the MECA and

the Michigan Department of State thus:

Section 15(8) of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) provides that a person

V{hp files a complaint with a false certification is responsible for a
civil winlation . afihe MOTA. TTnAdow asntiog 1ELAN of oo WA

(MCL 169.215), the Secretary of State may require a person w. 0
files a complaint with a false certification to:

Pay the Department some or all of the expenses incurred by the
Department as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Pay the alleged violator some or all of the expenses, including, but
not limited to, reasonable attorney fees, incurred by that person as a
direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Pay a civil fine of up to $1,000.00.!

Additionally, Complainant asserts that Respondent claimed the $3000.00 was her personal
money and that Complainant failed to properly report the origin of the donation. [Complainant’s
Complaint, p. 1]. However, this was an innocent mistake, and one that can'easily be remedied by
correcting the record. Indeed, this is a mere paperwork error, and no malice or nefarious intent was
ever present on Respondent’s part. Respondent has been in local politics for 16 years, and during
that time, has never personally filled out the campaign finance documents until now. As a result,
confusion regarding the paperwork occurred. Notwithstanding a small and completely innocent
paperwork error, the very fact that Respondent did report this money is enough to illustrate the

innocent nature of this plain and simple mistake. As such, Complainant’s Count 1 should be

dismissed with prejudice.

U Michigan Secretary Of State, “Campaign Finance Complaint Process with Form” available at
<https://www.michigan.gov/ses/0,4670,7-127-1633_11473-35151--,00.htmt>

Page 2 of 3



As to Count 2 of Complainant’s Complaint, Complainant argues that Respondent “failed
to identify the océupation, employer, and business of a person who contributed $1000, fsic] to her”
[Complainant’s Complaint, p. 1]. Once again, a simple check of “Item #3” attached to the
Complaint-~which Complainant relies upon—clears everything up. Respondent clearly wrote

“Don’t know her” in reference to donor Laura MCLennan and therefore Respondent is unable to

confirm her nemmatinn sl avimm ae Tt A dercn 4l cone etk e

. e PR S

(it is Believed she is a homemaker). [See Complainant’s Item #3 Attachment to Complaint].
Moreover, the fact that Respondent clearly indicated who the donor is by name and address
illustrates a desire to properly disclose. In short, looking at the totality of the itemized contributions
schedules, it is apparent that a good faith effort was made to properly disclose all monies, but that
some very small and completely innocent errors were made, for which Respondent should not be |
held liable. In fact, because Respondent attempted to do all that she could—including marking the
Laura McLennan “employer” and “business address™ sections with a “?”—shows that there was |
no intent to violate the MFCA. As such, Count 2 of Complainant’s Complaint should be dismissed '
with prejudice. [Jd.].

WHEREFORE, Respondent NANCY NEVERS respectfully requests that Complainant’s
entire Complaint be dismissed with prejudice.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Nancy Nev;rs

NANCY NEVERS

49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, MI 48044

(586) 491-3206
neversn{@macomb-mi.gov

Dated: October 1‘6, 2020
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LLANSING

February 18,2022

Kathleen Western
51533 Hickory Lane
Macomb, MI 48042

Dear Ms. Western:
The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against Nancy Nevers,

which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A.
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

¢: Nancy Nevers

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET *» LANSING, MICHIGAN 483818
www, Michigan.gov/elections = (517) 335-3234



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

July 15, 2022
Nancy Nevers
49699 Lehr Drive
Macomb, MI 48044

Re:  Western v. Nevers
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-8-146-26

Dear Ms. Nevers:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against you by Kathleen Western alleging that you violated the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint.

The complaint alleged that you accepted a $3,000 contribution from a PAC but did not properly
record it in your preprimary campaign finance statement. The complaint further alleged that you
failed to identify the occupation, employer, and business of a person who contributed $1,000 to
your campaign in your postelection campaign finance statement.

You responded to the complaint. In your response, you claimed there was no intent to conceal
information. Instead, the error in recording the PAC contribution was an honest mistake resulting
from not having filled out the forms yourself before, and the error in recording the individual
contribution resulted from not knowing those details about the contributor. You noted the
question marks on those lines showed that the information was not purposefully concealed, but
simply unknown.

Ms. Western provided a rebuttal statement. In that statement, Ms. Western argued that mistakes
or lack of knowledge do not excuse a candidate from the requirements of the MCFA.

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The Act requires a committee
that receives more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in
compliance with the Act. MCL.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports
expenditures requires to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000
or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL
169.233(11).

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET ¢ LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517) 335-3234
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In particular, the MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street
address, amount contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom
contributions are received. MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative
contributions are more than $100.00, the candidate or committee must also report the
individual’s occupation, employer, and principal place of business. Id. For each person other
than an individual (such as a PAC), candidates and committees need not include the additional
employment information but must provide all other contributor information previously listed.
MCL 169.226(1)(g).

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that sufficient
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. You
failed to include the required address information for the contributing PAC, and the required
occupation information for the individual contributor. However, the Department does not find
any intent to conceal information.

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be
reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” Id.

The Department has found amended forms filed with the Macomb County Clerk’s Office that
include the required information for both contributions.! Given this, the Department concludes
that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint and is hereby advising you that
MCFA Sections 226 and 233 require you to file campaign finance reports that include all the
listed information about each contributor.

The Department notes that your committee may be assessed a late-filing fee by the Macomb
County Clerk forany statement that was not timely filed. MCL 169.233(7). Late-filing fees are
assessed and collected by the filing official with whom the statements are filed. MCL
169.217(1). Any questions regarding these late-filing fees should be directed to the Macomb
County Clerk.

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
include this information in future filings and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that
tends to establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is subject to the civil fines
previously described. MCL 169.233(11).

Sincerely,

Regulatory Division

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
c: Kathleen Western

1470882468.pdf (campaignfinance.us), 470882470.pdf (campaignfinance.us)




