






 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

September 14, 2022 
Carlton Clyburn, Jr. 
59 Rhode Island 
Highland Park, MI 48203           
 
Re: Blackwell v. Clyburn 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 08 – 89 – 233   
 

Dear Mr. Clyburn: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by 
Charles Blackwell alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or 
Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that you have not yet filed your July 2022 quarterly 
campaign statement. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
The MCFA requires committees file contributions and expenditures with the appropriate filing 
official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) – (3). The Act requires a committee that receives or 
expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in compliance 
with the act. MCL 16.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports expenditures 
required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000 or the 
amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL 169.233(11).  
 
The Department has independently verified that, as of September 15, 2022, your July 2022 
quarterly campaign statement, which was due July 25, 2022 by 5pm, was not posted on the 
Wayne County campaign finance website. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
included in the enclosed guidebook. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
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fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Blackwell, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the 
penalty provided in section 33(11) of the Act. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Regulatory Section 
                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 



 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

October 20, 2022 
 

SECOND NOTICE 
 

Carlton Clyburn, Jr.         
59 Rhode Island St 
Highland Park, MI 48203 
 
P.O. Box 3033 
Highland Park, MI 48203 
 
Re: Blackwell v. Clyburn 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 08 – 89 – 233  
 

Dear Mr. Clyburn: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by 
Charles Blackwell alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or 
Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that you have not yet filed your July 2022 quarterly 
campaign statement. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
The Department sent you notice of this complaint in a letter dated September 20, 2022. That 
letter informed you that you had 15 business days from that date to provide a response to the 
complaint. As a courtesy, the Department is extending you an opportunity to submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this second notice. If you do not submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this notice, the Department will have no choice 
but to adjudicate the complaint based on the facts and allegations included in the complaint 
alone.  
 
The MCFA requires committees file contributions and expenditures with the appropriate filing 
official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) – (3). The Act requires a committee that receives or 
expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in compliance 
with the act. MCL 16.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports expenditures 
required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000 or the 
amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL 169.233(11).   
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 The Department has independently verified that, as of October 18, 2022, your July 2022 
quarterly campaign statement, which was due July 25, 2022 by 5pm, was not posted on the 
Wayne County campaign finance website. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
available on the Department’s website. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Blackwell, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 
 









 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

October 28, 2022 
Charles Blackwell 
22655 Fairmont Dr, Apt. 102 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335       
 
Re: Blackwell v. Clyburn 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 08 – 89 – 233  
 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 
 
The Department of State received a response from Carlton Clyburn, Jr. to the complaint you filed 
against him alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 
169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter. 
 
You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a 
rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The 
rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the 
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  
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December 29, 2022 
Carlton Clyburn, Jr. 
59 Rhode Island 
Highland Park, MI 48203       
 
Re: Blackwell v. Clyburn 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 08 – 89 – 233  
 

Dear Mr. Clyburn: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 
complaint filed against you by Charles Blackwell alleging that you violated the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 
 
The complaint alleged that, as of the date of the complaint’s submission on August 31, 2022, you 
had not filed your July 2022 quarterly campaign statement. Before sending you a notice of the 
complaint, the Department independently verified that, as of September 15, 2022, your July 2022 
quarterly campaign statement, which was due July 25, 2022 by 5pm, was not posted on the 
Wayne County campaign finance website.  
 
The Department sent you a second notice of the complaint in a letter dated October 21, 2022. 
 
You responded to the complaint on October 26, 2022. In your response, you acknowledged that 
your campaign made mistakes because of misunderstandings of the requirements, rules, and 
regulations for campaign finance reporting. You pledged to work on improving your compliance 
with those requirements. Further, you indicated that you delayed in responding to the 
Department until you were able to submit “a substantive response that included proof that we 
filed our most accurate campaign finance statement.”  
 
In support of that statement, you also submitted a letter from the Wayne County Clerk dated 
October 26, 2022, indicating that they had received your filed amended July 2022 Quarterly 
Campaign Statement that was filed in response to their Notice of Error or Omission dated 
October 7, 2022.  
 
Mr. Blackwell was given the opportunity to provide a rebuttal statement; to date, no rebuttal has 
been received.  
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The MCFA requires committees file contributions and expenditures with the appropriate filing 
official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) – (3). The Act requires a committee that receives or 
expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in compliance 
with the act. MCL 16.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports expenditures 
required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000 or the 
amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL 169.233(11).  
 
The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that sufficient 
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. However, 
because you have submitted evidence that your statement has been received by the Wayne 
County Clerk and that the submission satisfied the Notice of Error and Omission issued by the 
clerk, the Department is satisfied that the violation has been addressed satisfactorily.  
 
Because the violation of the MCFA alleged in the complaint has been resolved, the Department 
will take no further enforcement action. If you have any questions concerning this matter, you 
may contact me at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
      
 
       Jenny McInerney, Regulatory Attorney 
       Bureau of Elections 
       Michigan Department of State  
     
 
c: Charles Blackwell  




