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MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

September 26, 2022 
Michigan Strong 
106 W. Allegan St., Suite 200 
Lansing, MI 48933        
 
Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 09 – 123 – 41  
 

Dear Michigan Strong: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Lisa 
Honeycutt alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you accepted a contribution on December 31, 2021, from 
“Tudor PAC”, which is not a registered political action committee with the State of Michigan. 
Accordingly, the complaint alleges that you either accepted an anonymous contribution or 
accepted a contribution from a person in a name other than the person’s name for legal purposes. 
A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
Section 41 of the MCFA bars a person or committee form accepting and/or expending an 
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given to 
a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. Id.  The Act 
prohibits a contribution “made, directly or indirectly, by any person in a name other than by 
which that person is identified for legal purposes.” MCL 169.241(3). A knowing violation of this 
section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. MCL 169.241(4).  
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
included in the enclosed guidebook. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
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A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Honeycutt, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the 
penalty provided in section 33(11) of the Act. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Regulatory Section 
                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 



 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

October 21, 2022 
 

SECOND NOTICE 
 

Michigan Strong 
106 W. Allegan St., Suite 200 
Lansing, MI 48933        
       
Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 09 – 123 – 41  
 

Dear Michigan Strong: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Lisa 
Honeycutt alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you accepted a contribution on December 31, 2021, from 
“Tudor PAC”, which is not a registered political action committee with the State of Michigan. 
Accordingly, the complaint alleges that you either accepted an anonymous contribution or 
accepted a contribution from a person in a name other than the person’s name for legal purposes. 
A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
The Department sent you notice of this complaint in a letter dated September 28, 2022. That 
letter informed you that you had 15 business days from that date to provide a response to the 
complaint. As a courtesy, the Department is extending you an opportunity to submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this second notice. If you do not submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this notice, the Department will have no choice 
but to adjudicate the complaint based on the facts and allegations included in the complaint 
alone.  
 
Section 41 of the MCFA bars a person or committee form accepting and/or expending an 
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given to 
a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. Id.  The Act 
prohibits a contribution “made, directly or indirectly, by any person in a name other than by 
which that person is identified for legal purposes.” MCL 169.241(3). A knowing violation of this 
section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. MCL 169.241(4).  
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
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true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
available on the Department’s website. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Honeycutt, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 
Enclosure 
c: Lisa Honeycutt 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/05delrio/Complaint_Guidebook__Procedures.pdf?rev=0ddd8315230c45d7b3dfbe3b6a31a0ca






 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

November 3, 2022 
 

SECOND NOTICE 
 

Michigan Strong 
2024 Third Ave N Ste 212 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
 
Judith Sallador, treasurer of Michigan Strong 
2601 Jackson Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103        
       
Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 09 – 123 – 41  
 

Dear Michigan Strong: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by Lisa 
Honeycutt alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you accepted a contribution on December 31, 2021, from 
“Tudor PAC”, which is not a registered political action committee with the State of Michigan. 
Accordingly, the complaint alleges that you either accepted an anonymous contribution or 
accepted a contribution from a person in a name other than the person’s name for legal purposes. 
A copy of the complaint is included with this notice. 
 
The Department sent you notice of this complaint in a letter dated September 28, 2022. That 
letter informed you that you had 15 business days from that date to provide a response to the 
complaint. As a courtesy, the Department is extending you an opportunity to submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this second notice. If you do not submit a 
response within 15 business days of the date of this notice, the Department will have no choice 
but to adjudicate the complaint based on the facts and allegations included in the complaint 
alone.  
 
Section 41 of the MCFA bars a person or committee form accepting and/or expending an 
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given to 
a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. Id.  The Act 
prohibits a contribution “made, directly or indirectly, by any person in a name other than by 
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which that person is identified for legal purposes.” MCL 169.241(3). A knowing violation of this 
section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. MCL 169.241(4).  
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
available on the Department’s website. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Honeycutt, who will have an opportunity to 
submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 
Enclosure 
c: Lisa Honeycutt 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/05delrio/Complaint_Guidebook__Procedures.pdf?rev=0ddd8315230c45d7b3dfbe3b6a31a0ca
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December 14, 2022 

 

Michigan Bureau of Elections  

Richard H. Austin Building 

1st Floor 

430 W. Allegan 

Lansing, MI 48918 Via  

 

Via Email to: BOERegulatory@michigan.gov 

 

Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

 Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022-09-123-41 

 

Secretary Benson, 

 

 We are counsel to Michigan Strong and are in receipt of your letter dated October 24, 2022, 

labeled as “Second Notice.” Please be advised, however, that our client received this letter today—

December 14, 2022—despite it bearing a date of nearly two months ago. Please be further advised 

that this is the first letter our client received from your office regarding Campaign Finance 

Complaint No. 2022-09-123-41. With that in mind, we are responding as promptly as possible—

indeed, this response is submitted the same day that our client received notice of these 

proceedings—regarding this alleged violation.  

 

 Michigan Strong received a copy of a draft of this complaint from a reporter on July 15, 

2022.1 Michigan Strong did not, however, receive a letter or notice from the State Bureau of 

Elections regarding this matter, and had no knowledge or indication that these proceedings had 

been commenced. 

 

Upon review of the reporter’s inquiry on July 15, 2022, it became apparent that a 

contribution had been incorrectly reported on Michigan Strong’s 2022 January quarterly report. 

Specifically, a $5,000 contribution from Alan Mack, received January 31, 2022, was incorrectly 

reported with the contributor listed as “Tudor PAC.” This was a clerical error. The text in the 

memo line of the corresponding check (attached hereto as Exhibit A) read “Tudor PAC” and that 

information was input incorrectly by Michigan Strong’s compliance professionals—a human 

error.   

 

                                            
1 It is not uncommon for would-be prospective complainants, political activists, or political 

adversaries to provide the media with draft complaints, but to then never submit the draft complaint 

to a regulator or adjudicative body. Until today, Michigan Strong was of the belief that this was 

what happened here, and that no such proceedings had been commenced before the Bureau. 
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Michigan Bureau of Elections 

 

 

 As soon as Michigan Strong became aware of the error—again, that awareness stemmed 

from an inquiry by a reporter—Michigan Strong amended its 2022 January quarterly report to 

reflect the correct contributor (Alan Mack). That amendment occurred the same day that Michigan 

Strong learned of this error—July 15, 2022.   

 

 This was nothing more than a clerical error that was immediately resolved once our client 

was notified. MCL 169.241 provides that “[a] person who knowingly violates this section is guilty 

of a misdemeanor…” Michigan Strong did not knowingly report a contribution in the name of 

another. And, as soon as they became aware of the error, Michigan Strong amended the report to 

accurately reflect the contributor. 

 

For the reasons stated above, Michigan Strong respectfully requests that the Bureau accept 

this response as timely under MCL 169.215,2 and that the Bureau dismiss this complaint and find 

no reason to believe Michigan Strong violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act.  

 

      Respectfully, 

 

       
 

Robert Avers 

      Jessica Bartlett 

      Counsel to Michigan Strong

                                            
2 To the extent the Bureau rejects this response or otherwise deems it untimely, Michigan Strong 

expressly reserves all corresponding rights and defenses, including but not limited to due process 

violations such as the lack of knowledge of these proceedings and the absence of a reasonable 

opportunity to respond to the underlying allegations. 



 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  E LECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN  BUILDING ●  1ST  FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch igan .gov/E le ct i on s  ●  ( 517)  335-3234  

December 20, 2022 
Lisa Honeycutt 
1340 Tamarack Ave NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504       
 
Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 09 – 123 – 41  
 

Dear Ms. Honeycutt: 
 
The Department of State received a response from Michigan Strong to the complaint you filed 
against them alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 
169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter. 
 
You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a 
rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The 
rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the 
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 
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February 3, 2023 

Robert L. Avers 

Dickinson Wright PLLC 

250 S. Main Street, Suite 300 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104      

 

Re: Honeycutt v. Michigan Strong 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 09 – 123 – 41  

 

Dear Mr. Avers: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 

complaint filed against your client, Michigan Strong, by Lisa Honeycutt on July 7, 2022. The 

complaint alleges that your client violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 

Specifically, the complaint alleges that your client accepted a contribution on December 31, 

2021, from “Tudor PAC”, which is not a registered political action committee with the State of 

Michigan. Accordingly, the complaint alleges that your client either accepted an anonymous 

contribution or accepted a contribution from a person in a name other than the person’s name for 

legal purposes.  

  

You responded to the complaint on December 14, 2022. In your response you indicated that your 

client became aware of this complaint from a reporter on July 15, 2022. You state that upon 

review of the reporter’s inquiry, it became apparent that a contribution had been incorrectly 

reported on Michigan Strong’s January 2022 quarterly report. You state that due to a clerical 

error, a contributor was listed as “Tudor PAC” (the text contained in the memo line of the check) 

rather than Alan Mack (the actual contributor). You go on to indicate that Michigan Strong 

amended its quarterly report to reflect the correct contributor on the same day it learned of this 

error, July 15, 2022.  

  

Ms. Honeycutt was notified of your response on December 20, 2022 but did not provide a 

rebuttal. 

 

Section 41 of the MCFA bars a person or committee from accepting and/or expending an 
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given to 
a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. Id.  The Act 
prohibits a contribution “made, directly or indirectly, by any person in a name other than by 
which that person is identified for legal purposes.” MCL 169.241(3). A knowing violation of this 
section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. MCL 169.241(4).  
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The Department has reviewed your response and finds that the evidence provided, together with 

the admission in your response, establish that there may reason to believe that a violation has 

occurred.   

 

When the Department finds that there may be reason to believe a violation has occurred, the Act 

requires the Department to use “informal methods such as a conference [or] conciliation” to 

correct the potential violation or to prevent further violation. MCL 169.215(10). Statute provides 

90 business days for the Department to engage this resolution process. Id.   

 

Upon review of the Michigan Campaign Finance Searchable Database, the Department is 
satisfied that you have subsequently filed an amended January 2022 Quarterly campaign 
statement correcting the error raised in this complaint. Given this, the Department concludes that 
a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint.   
 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 

disclose contributions and expenditures and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that 

tends to establish a knowing violation of the Act. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Adam Fracassi, Regulatory Manager 
                                                                                    Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                    Michigan Department of State 
c: Lisa Honeycutt 
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