Michigan Department of State
Campaign Finance Complaint Form
This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated
the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended: MCI.
169.201 et seq.).
Please print or type all information.

I allege that the MCFA was violated as follows:
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Narrative and Evidence

An overview of my complaints listed specifically in the previous page is that Hamtramck Councilman
Mohammed Kamrul Hassan and Novi resident Scott Alan Klein, and possibly others formed a committee
called Keep Hamtramck no later than September 2020. They have never filled a campaign statement,
Statement of Organization, or any details about their expenses or possible donations despite those

donations clearly costing more than $1,000.
I will start by establishing that Hassan and Klein are members of the committee before | establish the
committee’s actions.

First is the Affadavit of Identity that Mohammed Hassan filed in 2019 declaring that he is the occupant
at 2425 Neibel, Hamtramck, M| 48212,

AFFIDAVIT OF IDENTITY AND RECEIPT OF FILING

M EASE COMPLE TT \l'q‘ HIIN',J 1, 8 AND IV BELOW (Prind v Typa) = See Raversoe Sida foc Impodant Notificationd

o anewnog gy

[ernee | Receved by

oay | R Rovosndty T Date of Fiirg 2200
| sctonDistrct of 0 Wen & oot Mamdvamek Dby Counedl CFRID Ne ! ' '"
Colr CANOATE IDERTIICATION N .
wes U5 SAA! Mo i D ' v ave |0 g,l 14 g r
Y 5ol M G-

b YU EAIVIRY pout Ay wihis T [t 1D s v reatend oived Ihan mareage (or drreral? (1 ves (e : !

Mo evter A 1rmir ABTH tive | Sem “Seton A o mverie)

TWYSH TO HAVT MY NALE APEE AR ON 11 BATLOT AS PRINTED BELOOW (atne pistcpes & ower cass nescamas Yo oof paermtied Toe Toe B o0 e |
Mol A 'n\lmlr"‘hi THASISIAWT T | | ] |

Fes denon bty { Stroat Adduas, Gty Zp Gk Maleg Afdess ('St (0 evsnd

2!’{}’)/&# I{-\l/ \/ f‘ﬂMP

HAm D?N\}C.‘\ a 48212
a[3) b TR e -Jm.‘;_ohmtﬁ)_ﬂ £fmm[ (5?«.

/

)(f, 'lr“...,... /".fl“f',’lfjf Il o d eaWad 006yl ANA-
| et Pt Lidihoey 3l ot e o reqreacts Lo fhe offom sought " -

AT Atgond Yo b as) 4oy " K

opatred 0] guadlad b rte ol P adims wied alov ) Ry I L
0 OFNCE SOUGHT
('! ' )
nTa oten@rlg oy w e CusreACeont #(F gteatis MNIA
Tl S vy fimon ng oHR. r; { n? wantone (I 0H 20004 paat 1
A P e b et far oot =2ty
Vicew Kl 6 s Paty AR

T oh ivten K] Pegoin lom w [wlintnin

By b 1 s bt Oy (Sem amton 3 (n Fewria Tvurtedvanca 71 Hon broarbeei Paten (] hew dsbeahy
WPHERS ACKROWLEDGMENT - Tha Mng containy ihe Gllomnag (ches s sl that apply)
n et i Abrvted

bo

o
() "
1 Miaset dd v areddngy oo tect wiid casddate o))
Y. CAMPAIGHN TINANCE COMPLIARCE STATEMINT ANOD ATTESTATION
vy agarg P AL | e (06 BT 1 T Lt | oSS e s | onhed samat (10 #im) P 70 (ot (1 0bed 1 e dtterant vet

Teh i e bn (L fadton ' versa boe Letved mbor e |
AT ate, all ataements, peporty, (ate Ming fees and firey due froen me oo ary | artslat | e e st 10 1 ggont g
whet Lot 1o s i yred The Wi igen Campign | inaree Act PR TG0 1976 hve havar fled o o

. . thrg 4take a4 Pk MR 8 DYy 8 atabin by & 0em op 0 41 OO0 o prprncn et b Vb e o

s o v {11 h /
e o) Wk a1 bban ma o v sl I
e M hign Uogey il ln(/nu
- :l\ft’l,' TN
fay

Mwhlqanllﬂ||\|lnrm.nl State GO OGO L AR

This is the address affiliated with the Web site mimaps.org. as shown in the screen grabs below taken on
10/27/2020. On this web site, the address that Hassan declares under punishment of perjury is the
purchaser of the web site and, | assume, the Web design. There has been no filing related to this Web
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paid for by mimaps 2425 neibel Hamtramck M1 48212

Below is a clip from a Yemeni-American News article written by Simon Albaugh on October 13, 2020
related to the ballot question. In it, he quotes Scott Klein as indicating that he is affiliated with this Web
site and that he will not disclose who else is involved with it. While he does not have to disclose
membership to the media, he is required to report any in-kind or monetary donors, including himself.

This was not done.
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Klemn is one of the major organizers for a campaign ta help the ballot proposal
pass, Called MIMAPS He <oys that there are people he's working for. but he

pefuses o say who they are 1 prefer not to reveal them. Klein says

According to Klein the Fire Depatment casts have hecame oo high for the city
Add that to the alieady high cost of retirement packages < product of the now
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Now to establish that this Mimaps group and Keep Hamtramck Safe are the same entity and are
weighing in and spending money on a ballot question without disclosing it.
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On September 27, | and maybe every other Facebook user in Hamtramck

were bombarded with Facebook ads related to the ballot question. A
screenshot of the ad taken from my phone on 9.27.2020 is on the left.

This advertisement clearly states a position Propositions 1 and 2. It clearly

cost money and clearly required someone to design it. None of these

expenditures have been disclosed. Once clicked upon, the advertisement
takes you to the Mimaps.org site that Scott Klein and Mohammed Hassan

have affiliated themselves with. The site continues to push for a position
on the ballot question. Screengrabs are available if the site is no longer
active upon your visit.

Around the same time, most residents and some former residents
received their first robotext. | did not receive one, but | also do not have
Michigan phone number, which appears to be the criteria. The message
did not state that it came from any particular committee, group or perso
and the number was unknown to everyone receiving it, but clearly took
the same stance on the proposition. There were no disclosures from Klei
and Hassan related to obtaining cellular phone data for residents or for

a

n
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hiring a robotext service. Below is a post from a recipient | captured on my
phone on 9.27.2020. The comments for this indicate how widespread the texts went and are available
upon request. This became a minor ordeal in the community virtual space. If this is not from Klein and
Hassan then there is yet a second group spending a great deal of money to influence this ballot question
and failing to disclose its spending.
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Anybody know this number? 12485733387,
They are messaging people to Vote yes on
prop 1 and 2. Anybody want to call it? It's from
South Lyon? Why are these out of towners so
interested in tearing apart our fire department?
If the police and fire are taken apart they then .
break their unions. That's what this is about.
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This seems relevant. | got this spam text last
Wednesday. If you call the number, it's a
computer generated voice that says "Thank you
for calling Rhodes Bailey for South Carolina
house. The person who texted you has been
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There is no place on the Web site or the in the robotexts to solicit donations, so | am either to believe
that Hassan and Klein are paying for this from their own personal finances. To be honest this all seems
like a lot of money for a truck driver and factory worker with a large family to spend. The Wayne County
Clerk has no record of this group forming a campaign statement, reporting expenditiures or donations.



Residents in this city have no idea who is spending money on robotexts, since these filings have not
been made.

Finally, | think it is important to note that Mr. Hassan is a current salary-receiving member of the
Hamtramck city council, and has indicated that his household paid for the Web site, and thus he may be
using his taxpayer salary for these items then not reporting them properly. Mr. Hassan has held office in
this community for at least 11 years, and Mr. Klein is a former public servant. Mr. Hassan just concluded
an unsuccessful run for County Commissioner. These are not people who have plausible deniability of
ignorance of the law.



[Section 4. Certification (Required)

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, cach factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

X haas, {)Xfﬁ ,/g \ . [O]%0 2020 -
Slumtuu of ¢ omplainant Date
Section 5. Certification without Evidence (Supplcmentnl to Sectiond) = - ]

Section 15(60) of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) required that the signed certification found in
seetion 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However. il. after a reasonable inquiry
under the circumstances. you are unable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported
by evidence, you may also make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are

grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual

contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable

opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

X ﬂm-ff etk 1/ e 16]30 [72020

Signature of Complainant” L) Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFEFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up

to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the
alleged violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Mail or deliver the completed complaint form and evidence to the following address:

Michigan Department of State
[egal and Regulatory Service Administration
Richard 1. Austin Building - 4™ Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing. Michigan 48918

Revised 05/17/06



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

April 16, 2021

Mohammed Hassan Scott Klein
2425 Neibel 30016 Adorne Drive
Hamtramck, MI 48212 Novi, MI 48377

Re:  Lasley v. Hassan, et al
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2020-12-203-24

Dear Mr. Hassan & Mr. Klein:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Carrie Lasley
against you, alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act),
1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. Copies of the complaint and supporting documentation are
enclosed with this letter.

Section 24 requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official
within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details specific
requirements for all statement of organizations that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). A
person who fails to form a committee within 10 days is subject to a civil fine up to $1,000. MCL
169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of
$10.00 per business day the report isn’t filed not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A person
failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
a fine up to $1,000.

Additionally, the MCFA requires committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) - (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). A person who knowingly omits
or underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not
more than $1,000 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is
greater. MCL 169.233(11).

Ms. Lasley alleges that you formed a committee and failed to file a statement of organization and
subsequent reports with the Wayne County Clerk’s Office.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 ef seq. An explanation of the investigation

process is enclosed with this letter and a copy is available on the Department’s website.
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48818
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517) 335-3234




If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Due to the ongoing public health
emergency, the Department asks that all materials be submitted via email to
Elections@Michigan.gov to my attention.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Ms. Lasley, who will have an opportunity to submit a
rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalties provided in sections 24, 25, and 34 of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at 517-335-3234 or
Elections@Michigan.gov

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Carrie Lasley



JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANSING
2018 1830 0001 8120 5773 March 1, 2022 7018 1830 0O0O0L 8120 5780
SECOND NOTICE
Mohammed Hassan Scott Klein
2425 Neibel 30016 Adorne Drive
Hamtramck, MI 48212 Novi, MI 48377

Via Certified mail

Re:  Lasley v. Hassan et al.
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-12-203-24

Dear Mr. Hassan and Mr. Klein:

By correspondence dated April 16, 2021, the Department of State (Department) advised you of
its intention to investigate a complaint filed against you by Carrie Lasley concerning alleged
violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201
et seq. A copy of the Department’s notice is enclosed with this letter.

The notice informed you that, pursuant to section 15(5) of the MCFA, MCL 169.215(5), the
Department is reviewing whether you failed to comply with the requirements of the Act. The
Committee was provided an opportunity to respond to these allegations within 15 business days
of your receipt of the notice, but to date no response has been filed on your behalf.

By this letter, the Department is providing you a final opportunity to submit a written
response to the enclosed notice. Your response may include any documentary evidence you
wish to submit and must be received by the Department on or before March 22, 2022. All
materials must be sent to the Bureau of Elections, Michigan Department of State, Richard H.
Austin Building, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Failure to submit a written response to this second notice will leave the Department no
alternative but to make its determination based solely on the documentation furnished by Ms.

Lasley.
Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www,.Michigan.gov/sos * (517) 373-2540
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SCOTT KLEIN
30016 Adorne Dr., Novi M1 48377 ”“fll“'{!gttqﬂm
Kleinscott1960@gmail.com 313.352.7748
2022HAR 18 PH 1: 4O
Bureaurof Elections ELECTIONS/GREAT SEAL
Michigan Department of State

Richard H. Austin Bldg.
430 W, Allegan St.
Lansing M1 48918

Re: Lasley v. Hassan et al.
Campaign Finance Complaint No, 2020-12-204-24

To Whom It May Concern,

| have received my copy of the complaint which is hard for me to see as anything other
than continued harassment from Ms. Lasley.

Other than citing a redacted newspaper interview in which the quote attributed to meis
not even a direct quote as dictated by the rules of standard English, there is no proof of
any expenditure by me because, as noted by Ms. Lasley, | do not have the resources. The
only evidence provided by Ms. Lasley is her conclusion, based on a flimsy construction of
things that she says happened during the campaign which led her to assume | was
involved. | was not.

To be clear, | have long been a critic of Hamtramek’s public safety expenditures. My
position and expertise on the matter are well known among journalists and leadersin
the community, as well as informed residents. That's how | came to be interviewed by
the Yemeni-American News. The reporter was referred to me as some one who could
speak to the ballot procedure, ad hoc.

As someone who has been interviewed many times on a variety of subjects by reporters
from foreign, national, state and local outlets, | realize that especially when print
reporters come into play there are always questions and complaints about the
conclusions reached by the narrative they spin. 1am also aware that bravado and
overstatement of facts are a political tool.

But in this case, the reporter’s interpretation of my bravado became a fertile field where
wild conspiracies grew.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this matter, and in general thanks for the
important work you preform for the state.

Sincerely



From: Carrie Beth Lasley <cblasley@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:31 AM
To: MDOS-BOERegulatory
Subject: Rebuttal to Klein response #202012-203-24

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov

Rebuttal to Mr. Klein's response to my complaint:

Mr. Klein says the article identifying him with the false committee was redacted. He provides no proof of this, and it is
factually inaccurate. The newspaper never redacted the article that | included in my complaint.

He then attacks a journalist. | must sarcastically applaud him for his unique approach to trying to get out of trouble. No
one has ever tried blaming a journalist before. He does this while also indicating that he has great knowledge and
expertise on the matter, and that is what led the journalist to speak to him, a non-resident. Mr. Klein forgets that he has
not lived in the community or had any official role here in more than a decade. The 20-something reporter, not originally
from this community, would not know who he was and had actually current people, including the city clerk, to speak to
about ballot procedures. Klein lives in a world where a reporter is both all-knowing and stupid.

While Mr. Simon Albaugh, the journalist of discussion, has departed the profession for law school, | would be happy to
reach out to him for an affidavit on this matter.

In addition to not providing any documentation for his claim of redaction, he fails to address any other aspect of the
documented evidentiary complaint that | made. It also took him nearly a year and well past deadlines to mount any
response, though neither factual, nor documented, to this unsubstantiated claim.

As to his claims of continued harassment, this harassment is in actuality his harassment of me. | am also happy to have
my former supervisor sign an affidavit attesting to his regular attempts to get me fired from my job during my own
political campaign by calling my supervisor with verifiably false claims that | was harassing him. Some of these calls were
taken by Mrs. Melissa Palepu, a current state prosecutor, from whom | can also supply an affadavit from. My supervisor,
Mr. Daniel Rosenbaum has already made such an offer. Klein additionally made calls to the Wayne County CEQ's office
with the same claims. | am happy to reach out to Mr. Assad Turfe to verify this. But as this is a election matter that
seems unnecessary, but please let me know if this is desired. | am rather certain without factual evidence that he was
the author of two strange letters that were sent to Hamtramck voters making wild claims about me. Much like his
campaign against public safety, these were unattributed.

Given his history of claiming harassment from me, | am completely unsurprised that he opens with this claim of
harassment again. His actions at my workplace were a significant factor in me feeling that | should leave my public-
service job when a new supervisor was hired. | did not expect the new person to understand the odd viciousness of
Hamtramck politics, especially from an Oakland County resident. | felt compelled to leave public service. | was essentially
unemployed for a year folliwing this, then took a private sector job that | keep secret from all but a few family and
friends because | have no doubt Mr. Klein would continue his campaign to get me fired if he knew who to call. While he
bloviates about harrassment, | have actual real documentable actions and real financial losses | have taken to avoid his
harrassment. He is still meddling in Hamtramck politics nearly 20 years after leaving town, and | certainly would not
expect him to forget me so quickly. His presence at a local forum on a local ballot issue alone is evidence of his need to
try to interfere in another municipality's local matters.



Please let me know if you require further documentation, and best of luck in finding that non-existent redaction

Thank you for your guardianship of democracy,
Carrie Beth Lasley



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

September 12, 2022

Mohammed Hassan Scott Klein
2425 Neibel 30016 Adorne Drive
Hamtramck, MI 48212 Novi, MI 48377

Re:  Lasley v. Hassan et al.
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-12-203-24

Dear Mr. Hassan and Mr. Klein:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against you by Carrie Lasley alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign
Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint.

The complaint alleged that, despite acting as part of the committee “Keep Hamtramck Safe,” you
failed to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official. Additionally, the
complaint alleged that you failed to report expenditures for online advertisements, robotexts, and
robocalls that took specific positions on ballot questions.

The Department twice invited you to respond to Ms. Lasley’s complaint, once by regular mail
and once by certified mail. The certified mail correspondence, dated March 1, 2022, informed
you that a failure to respond within 15 business days of that notice would leave the Department
with no alternative but to make its determination based solely on the documentation furnished by
Ms. Lasley. To date, the Department has not received a response from Mr. Hassan to those letters
or to any other communication from the Department.

A response to the complaint was received by Mr. Klein where he argues that he did not make any
expenditures towards this group or the ballot questions and was not involved in the ballot
question campaign.

Under the MCFA, a committee is a “person that receives contributions or makes expenditures for
the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action of the voters for or against the
nomination or election of a candidate, the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, or
the qualification of a new political party, if contributions received total $500.00 or more in a
calendar year or expenditures made total $500.00 or more in a calendar year.” MCL 169.203(4).
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An expenditure is “a payment . . . in assistance of, or in opposition to . . . the qualification,
passage, or defeat of a ballot question.” MCL 169.206(1).

Section 24 requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official
within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details specific
requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). A
person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL
169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of
$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A person
failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
a fine of up to $1,000. /d.

Additionally, the MCFA requires committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The Act requires a committee
that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign finance reports in
compliance with the act. MCL 16.233(6). A person who knowingly omits or underreports
expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000
or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL
169.233(11). Section 34 promulgates specific requirements and penalties for ballot question
committees. See MCL 169.234.

First, the Department has determined that sufficient evidence has been presented to demonstrate
that Mr. Hassan organized and operated the committee Keep Hamtramck Safe,! that Keep
Hamtramck Safe made expenditures intended to influence the passage of ballot questions in
Hamtramck, that those expenditures likely totaled more than $500, and, consequently, that Keep
Hamtramck safe was a ballot question committee regulated by the MCFA. ? The Department
finds that Mr. Hassan is likely affiliated with Keep Hamtramck Safe because the Keep
Hamtramck Safe website, mimaps.org, was purchased by an individual who gave Mr. Hassan’s
2019 address as their own.

Second, the Department dismisses the allegations against Mr. Klein as there is insufficient
evidence to conclude that a potential violation has occurred. While the evidence demonstrates
that Mr. Klein is arguably a member of the group and has spoken to media about the group, there

! Although the committee may not have been formally named Keep Hamtramck Safe, the complaint alleges that you
worked in concert on the website and associated advertisements that used that heading. Regardless of formal
naming, a committee is formed when two or more people coordinate to make expenditures to influence an election,
as previously described. As such, for the purposes of the complaint, we will refer to the committee as Keep
Hamtramck Safe.

2 These conclusions are drawn from the evidence presented by Ms. Lasley. Because Mr. Hassan did not respond to
notices of the complaint filed against them, the Department must accept Ms. Lasley’s undisputed allegations as true
in evaluating whether a potential violation has occurred.
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is insufficient evidence demonstrating that Mr. Klein is in charge of the group and required to
file reports. Even assuming Mr. Klein is a member, the only violation being alleged here is that
a formal committee has not been formed and that reports have not been filed. It would not be a
violation against Mr. Klein to be a member and speak to the public.

Facebook advertisements targeting Hamtramck residents were also purchased. These
advertisements, which were titled “Keep Hamtramck Safe,” reiterated the position taken on
mimaps.org. The advertisements linked to mimaps.org. Additionally, Hamtramck residents with
a Michigan phone number received a robotext advocating for Propositions 1 and 2. While the
text did not state it came from a particular committee, some of the texts included taglines
connecting the texts to mimaps.org.

In light of the events explained above, the Department finds that sufficient evidence has been
presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. Mr. Hassan’s website, as
well as the Facebook advertisements and text messages linked to the website, were intended to
persuade Hamtramck residents to vote in favor of multiple ballot propositions. Additionally, the
cost of the website, Facebook advertisements, and robotexts likely exceeded $500. As a result,
Keep Hamtramck Safe’s activities related to Propositions 1 and 2 made Keep Hamtramck Safe a
ballot question committee regulated by the MCFA. MCL 169.202(3), 203(4). Although Keep
Hamtramck Safe was a ballot question committee, the organization filed neither a Statement of
Organization nor periodic campaign finance statements, as required by law?

After reaching these conclusions, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be
reason to believe that a violation . . . has occurred.” MCL 169.215(1). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation of prevent a further violation.” /d.

The Department will consider the matter resolved upon receipt of a proper filing of both a
statement of organization and campaign finance report(s), if necessary, by Mr. Hassan.

This letter serves to notify you and your clients that the Department has determined there may be
reason to believe that you have violated the Act and to notify you and your clients that the
Department is beginning the informal resolution process. “If, after 90 business days, the
secretary of state is unable to correct or prevent further violation by these informal methods, the
secretary of state shall do either of the following:

(a) Refer the matter to the attorney general for the enforcement of any criminal penalty
provided by this act.

(b) Commence a hearing as provided in subsection (11) for enforcement of any civil
violation.”

3 A ballot question committee that receives less than $1,000 in contributions and makes less than $1,000 in
expenditures during the election cycle may request a reporting waiver on its Statement of Organization relieving the
committee of the duty to file campaign statements. Because you did not file a Statement of Organization, however,
you could not have requested the reporting waiver.
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MCL 169.215(11).

Please contact the undersigned at BOERegulatory(@michigan.gov by October 25, 2022 to discuss
a resolution to matter. If the Department is unable to reach a resolution, by January 30, 2022 the
Department will have no choice but to refer the matter to the Department of Attorney General.

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi, Regulatory Manager
Regulatory Section

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State

c: Ms. Carrie Lasley



AFFIDAVIT OF MOHAMMED HASSAN

STATE OF MICHIGAN)
) ss.

COUNTY OF WAYNE)

I, Mohammed Hassan, being duly deposed and under oath, state as follows based

upon my own personal knowledge and capacity to make this affidavit.

1. I am an adult resident of the State of Michigan. If called to do so I can
testify to the facts set forth below from first-hand information.

2. Ireside at 2425 Neibel.

3. I have no current or former relationship or involvement with the group
calling itself “Keep Hamtramck Safe”.

4. 1 do not know how Keep Hamtramck Safe funded itself or who the members
of this organization are. I do, however, know that I did not contribute any
cash or in-kind contribution to this organization.

5. I do not know how Keep Hamtramck Safe obtained its website or made any

robocalls.



6. I do not now nor did I ever possess any of the information that would allow

me to file a campaign finance report for Keep Hamtramck Safe.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

MOH ED HASSAN

Subscribed and sworn to me before this-zad day of m 2023

% ; : ALAZI ALHALMI

Notary Public - State of Michigan

County of Wayne

A\CQ,\ A\M\W\—\ Notary Publi i
i 7 ’ ublic My Commission Expires Jun 9, 2027
7 y p

Acting in the County of

Wayne County, Michigan
My Commission Expires: £ -9 22 F




STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 9, 2023

Mohammed Hassan
2425 Neibel
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Re:  Lasley v. Hassan et al.
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2020-12-203-24

Dear Mr. Hassan:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against you by Carrie Lasley alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign
Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint.

As described in the Department’s September 12, 2022 determination, given the evidence
submitted by Ms. Lasley and in the absence of a response from you, the Department initially
found that there was sufficient evidence to determine there may be reason to believe that you
violated the MCFA. Your address was provided as the address of Keep Hamtramck Safe, a ballot
question committee that subsequently failed to file required campaign finance reports.

Following the issuance of the determination, you contacted the Department, stated that you had
no connection with Keep Hamtramck Safe and, pursuant to the Department’s request, submitted
an affidavit stating the same.

Accordingly, the Department dismisses the allegations against you as it did for the other party
against whom the complaint was filed. While the evidence demonstrates that the address given
for the website associated with Keep Hamtramck Safe is yours, there is insufficient evidence
demonstrating that you are in charge of the group and required to file reports on its behalf.

You stated in your affidavit that you have no current or former relationship or involvement with
the group “Keep Hamtramck Safe,” that you do not know how the group was funded, and that
you therefore do not possess the requisite information that would allow you to file a campaign
finance report for the group.

Because the violation of the MCFA alleged in the complaint has not been substantiated by

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
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sufficient evidence, the Department dismisses the complaint and will take no further enforcement
action. If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at
BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

Jenny Mclnerney, Regulatory Attorney
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State


mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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