






















 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

April 12, 2023 

Charles Heit 

P.O. Box 632 

St. Joseph, MI 49085       

 

Re: Briand v. Heit 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-026 

Dear Mr. Heit: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint against you by Richard 

Briand, alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 

Specifically, the complaint alleges that you failed to report expenditures for fundraisers in 

furtherance of your campaign for Sheriff of Berrien County. His complaint cites a fundraiser 

conducted on or about June 24, 2022.  

 

Section 24 requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official 

within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details specific 

requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). 

Section 21 provides the requirements for formation of a candidate committee. MCL 169.221. A 

person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 

169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 

$10 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A person 

failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 

a fine of up to $1,000. Id.  

 

By statutory definition, a candidate committee is designated in the candidate’s filed statement of 

organization. An individual must form a candidate committee if the individual becomes a 

candidate. MCL 169.203(2). A committee must be formed if contributions received or 

expenditures made total $500 or more in a calendar year.  

 

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount 

contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received. 

MCL 169.226(1)(e). Additionally, the following information regarding each fundraising event 

must be included in the report:   

 

• The type of event, date held, address and name, if any, of the place where the    

activity was held, and approximate number of individuals participating or in 

attendance.  
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• The total amount of all contributions.  
• The gross receipts of the fundraising event.  
• The expenditures incident to the event.   

 

MCL 169.226(1)(d).  

 

Mr. Briand also alleges that you violated the MCFA by failing to submit an Affidavit of Identity 

(AOI). However, the Department’s investigatory powers are strictly limited to purported 

violations of the MCFA.  MCL 169.215(5), (10). The requirement to submit an AOI falls under 

the Michigan Election Law (MEL) and concerns ballot access. Accordingly, that allegation is 

dismissed.   

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 

your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 

true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 

the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

included in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook.  

 

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If 

you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence 

furnished by the complainant.  

 

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Briand, who will have an opportunity to submit a 

rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 

the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement.   

 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 

Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Regulatory Section 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

Enclosure 

c: Richard Briand 
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