
























 

 
MICHIGAN  BUREA U OF  ELECTIONS  

RICH ARD H.  A UST IN BUI LDING ●  1ST  FLOO R ●  430 W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICH IGAN 48918  
Mich ig an.gov /El ec t ions  ●  ( 517) 335-3234  

July 5, 2023 
Paul Foust 
8561 E D Ave 
Richland, MI 49083       
 
Re: Foust v. Foust 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-042 

Foust v. Foust 
 Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-043 

 
Dear Mr. Foust: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 
complaints you self-reported against yourself, disclosing that you violated the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 
 
In your first complaint, you disclosed that you ran for the office of Richland Township trustee in 
the August 2010 and November 2008 elections, that you were not in compliance with MCFA at 
that time, and that you did not file your Statement of Organization or related documents until 
November 5, 2011. Further, you stated that you have never been assessed a late filing fee for 
your Statement of Organization or other reports you failed to file timely during that period. You 
currently hold office as Richland Township trustee, although you indicate that you do not intend 
to seek re-election in 2024.  
 
Your second complaint is substantially the same. In it, you disclose that you ran for Richland 
Village trustee in the September 2009 village election, that you were not in compliance with 
MCFA at that time, and that you did not file your Statement of Organization until November 1, 
2010. You state that you were not assessed a late filing fee and your committee has since been 
dissolved.  
 
Section 24 requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official 
within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details specific 
requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). A 
person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL 
169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of 
$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A person 
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failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
a fine of up to $1,000. Id.  
 
By statutory definition, a committee is formed when “a person receives contributions or makes 
expenditures for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action of the voters for 
or against [candidate, ballot question, etc.] if contributions received total $500.00 or more in a 
calendar year or expenditures made total $500.00 or more in a calendar year.” MCL 169.203(4). 
For purposes of determining whether a committee exists, the word “person” includes “a group of 
persons acting jointly.” 169.211(2).   
 
The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that sufficient 
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. You 
failed to timely file your two Statements of Organization once you became a candidate and did 
not file those documents until at least one year after they were due. 
 
After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the 
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be 
reason to believe that a violation … has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an 
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” Id.    
 
You indicate that you have since filed the required documents and fulfilled all subsequent filing 
requirements under the MCFA. Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a 
sufficient resolution to the complaint and considers this matter closed.  
 

Sincerely, 
     
 Regulatory Section  

Bureau of Elections  
Michigan Department of State 
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