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Keep spending under control.
Eliminate budget deficits.
Rebuild our rainy-day fund.

Proactively attract new businesses to
the Southfield Road Corridor.

Relaunch our Parks and Recreation
Department.

Strengthen community
organizations. Support
comm unity-building events.

Maintain the beauty of our
neighborhoods through strict, but
fair, code enforcement.

VOTE

NOV.07,2023
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RE.ELECT

Kenez

Miller
Wbaks

Vo teKen ezM ill e rWe al<s 4 LV. co m

VOTE FOR:

BARB KENEZ
KARENL. MILLER
ALLEN\UTEAKS

RE.ELECT

ELECT AGAIN

CITY
COUNCIL
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November 1, 2023 

CTE Barbara Kenez      

19115 Glenwood Blvd.    

Lathrup Village, MI 48076   

 

Karen Miller  

18755 Glenwood Blvd 

Lathrup Village, MI 48076 

 

CTE Allen Weaks 

28252 Woodworth Way 

Lathrup Village, MI 48076 

 

Re: Garrett v. Miller 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-085 

Hammond v. Committee to Elect Barbara Kenez 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-088 

Beras v CTE Allen Weaks 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-096 

 

Dear Ms. Kenez, Ms. Miller, & Mr. Weaks: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has received formal complaints alleging that the three of 

you1 have violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to 

include an identification statement on the door hanger advocating for your election to city 

council. A copy of the door hanger was included in the complaint filed against you; a copy of the 

complaint is enclosed. Additionally, campaign contributions supporting another candidate are 

considered an expenditure under MCFA and the cost of those expenditures must be shared 

proportionally between the candidates.  

 

In Michigan, all money spent “in assistance of, or in opposition to, the nomination or election of 

a candidate” is either an expenditure or a contribution. MCL 169.204, MCL 169.206. A 

committee supporting a candidate for election is prohibited from making a contribution to a 

committee supporting another candidate’s election, and is also prohibited from making an 

expenditure supporting another candidate’s election. MCL 169.244(2). A knowing violation of 

 

1 The complaints were submitted individually by three different filers.  For administrative 

efficiency, the Department is merging the complaints together under Garrett et al v. Miller et al. 

http://www.michigan.gov/Elections
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this provision is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine 

of not more than $1,000, or both. MCL 169.244(5). This prohibition bars a candidate committee 

from creating materials advocating for the election of any other candidate, even if the material 

also advocates for the election of the candidate the committee was formed to support. If 

candidate committees wish to band together to run joint advertisements or create joint signage, 

the candidate committees must share the cost of the advertisement or sign in proportion to the 

benefit accrued by each candidate.   

  

Additionally, any printed materials purchased by a candidate committee must include the phrase 

“Paid for by [name and address of the person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 

169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to 

$1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6).  

  

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 

your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 

true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 

the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

included in the Department’s campaign finance complaint guidebook.  

  

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 

fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 

by the complainant.  

  

A copy of your answer will be provided to the complainants, who will have an opportunity to 

submit a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials 

provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe 

that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement.  

  

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 

Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.  

     

Sincerely, 

 

Regulatory Section 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State  

 

Enclosure 

c: Mykale Garret, Jason Hammond, Lauren Beras 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/CFR-Complaints/Complaint-Guidebook-Procedures.pdf
mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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 Nickelhoff & Widick, PLLC  

 
 
 

             OF COUNSEL 
WHITE SCHNEIDER PC 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

Andrew Nickelhoff | Marshall J. Widick 

  

 
 
 

OF COUNSEL 
JOHN R. RUNYAN, JR. 

 

333 West Fort Street | Suite 1400 | Detroit, Michigan 48226  

Phone: (313) 496-9515 | Fax: (313) 965-4602 

 

 

Direct Dial (248) 561-9737 

Email:  jrunyan@michlabor.legal  

 

November 16, 2023 

 

Via Email and First Class Mail 

 

Michigan Department of State 

Bureau of Elections 

Richard H. Austin Bldg., First Floor 

430 West Allegan Street 

Lansing, Michigan 48918 

BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov  

 

Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints 

Nos. 23-085, 23-088, 23-096 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

The following is submitted on behalf of Respondents Karen Miller, Barbara Kenez, and 

Allen Weaks, in response to your letter dated November 1, 2023, enclosing the above referenced 

complaints. Your letter indicates that “(t)he Department of State (Department) has received formal 

complaints alleging that the three of you have violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include an identification statement on the door hanger 

advocating for your election to city council.” (footnote omitted).  

 

As shown in the attached campaign finance report(s) filed by the Committee for Lathrup 

Village, neither Miller, Kenez nor Weaks nor their individual candidate committees are 

responsible for an alleged violation of MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act 

(MCFA) by failing to include an identification statement on the door hanger advocating for their 

election to city council. As the report(s) indicate, the door hangers were paid for by the Committee 

for Lathrup Village First, not by the individual candidates nor their individual candidate 

committees.  

 

mailto:jrunyan@michlabor.legal
mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov


To:   Michigan Department of State, Bureau of Elections 

Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints 

Date:   November 13, 2023 

Page  2 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Respondents request that the above referenced complaints be dismissed forthwith. Please 

contact the undersigned if there is any further information you require. 

 

      Very truly yours, 

 

   /s/ John R. Runyan 

 

      John R. Runyan 

 

JRR/rdc 

encl. 

cc: Karen Miller 

Barbara Kenez 

Allen Weaks 

































 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

November 29, 2023 

Mykale Garrett        

18804 Lacrosse Ave 

Lathrup Village, MI 48076  

 

Jason Hammond 

27590 California Dr SE 

Lathrup Village, MI 48076  

 

Lauren Beras 

27450 Goldengate Dr. W 

Lathrup Village, MI 48076     

 

Re: Garrett et al v. Miller et al 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-085, 23-088, 23-096 

 

Dear Ms. Garrett, Mr. Hammond & Ms. Beras: 

 

The Department of State received a response from the attorney representing Karen Miller, 

Barbara Kenez, and Allen Weaks in response to the complaint you filed against them alleging a 

violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy 

of the response is provided with this letter. 

 

You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a 

rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The 

rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the 

Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 

Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 

                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

Attachment 

c: John Runyan 

 

mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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December 11, 2023

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Bldg., First Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918
BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov

Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints Nos. 23-085, 23-088, 23-096

Dear Sir or Madam:

The following is submitted by Lauren Beras, Mykale (Kelly) Garrett, and Jason Hammond, in
response to your letter dated November 29, 2023, enclosing the response from the attorney
representing Karen Miller, Barbara Kenez, and Allen Weaks regarding the above referenced
complaints.

The respondents claim that the door hanger submitted with our complaints was printed and
distributed by the Committee for Lathrup Village First (“Committee for LV First”), not by the
individual candidates or their candidate committees. However, none of the documents attached
to their response letter clearly state that the Committee for LV First was responsible for the door
hangers at issue. Notably, nowhere in the October 27, 2023 letter from Jim Bacinski does he
expressly state that the Committee for LV First paid for the door hangers at issue. Although the
documents suggest that the Committee for LV First paid for some door hangers, the documents
do not disclose whether the Committee paid for all of the door hangers, or whether the
Committee paid for only some of the door hangers and another candidate or committee paid for
the remainder of the door hangers. The documents are simply not clear.

We submit that this is precisely the reason why a law exists requiring attribution of the entity
financing campaign materials. Without that attribution, in this case, we made the logical
assumption that the materials were paid for and printed by the individual candidates and their
candidate committees. We would ask the Bureau of Elections to add the Committee for LV First
as a respondent on this complaint, and to pursue the complaint against Karen Miller, Barbara
Kenez, and Allen Weaks unless satisfactory evidence is provided that the Committee for LV
First was solely responsible for the door hangers at issue that were printed and distributed.

In addition, according to guidance from the Michigan Bureau of Elections, “A Ballot Question
Committee may not make expenditures to, in support of, or in opposition to, a Candidate
Committee, Political Party Committee, Political Committee (PAC), Independent Committee
(PAC) or any committee that supports or opposes candidates.” The October 27, 2023 letter
submitted by Jim Bacinski on behalf of the Committee for LV First clearly indicates the
Committee was created to act “in support of, or in opposition to…the passage, or defeat of a

mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov


To: Michigan Department of State, Bureau of Elections
Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints
Date: December 11, 2023
Page 2

ballot question,” and when it was created in September of 2022, it did not “receive contributions
or make expenditures or contributions for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence
the voters for or against the nomination or election of a candidate.” See MCL 169.202(3). Both
the response letter submitted by respondents and the letter submitted by Jim Bacinski clearly
state that the Committee for LV First used Committee funds to support the candidate campaigns
of Mrs. Kenez, Ms. Miller, and Mr. Weaks in 2023, in violation of MCL 169.202(3). (Also
reference the “Prohibited Expenditures section of
https://mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/index.php?n=MANUALBAL.Expenditures).

MCL 169.247(6) states that a person who knowingly violates that subsection is guilty of a
misdemeanor. If, in fact, the Committee for LV First was solely responsible for the door hangers
at issue, there is evidence that the Committee had knowledge of MCL 169.247 prior to printing
and distributing those door hangers. During the November 2022 election cycle, the Committee
for LV First printed and distributed door hangers in support of Proposal 1 on the Lathrup Village,
MI ballot. That door hanger included an attribution to the Committee for LV First. Therefore, the
Committee clearly knew that attribution was required on the door hanger at issue in this
complaint and failed to include said attribution. As noted above, the response letter from the
Committee for LV First, attached to the response from Ms. Miller, Mrs. Kenez, and Mr. Weaks,
claims the Committee was registered specifically for the purpose of informing voters about
Lathrup Village Proposal 1 that was on the ballot in November 2022. See Figure 1 attached for a
photograph of the door hanger from the November 2022 campaign.

The Bureau should note that upon receiving notification of this complaint, Mr. Weaks created a
post on a Facebook group called The Lathrup Village Voice, threatening to file a civil suit or seek
criminal charges against Lauren Beras, Kelly Garrett, and Jason Hammond, cause the launch of
a criminal investigation into public corruption in Lathrup Village, or launch a recall campaign
against Kelly Garrett and Jason Hammond, unless he, Ms. Miller, and Mrs. Kenez received
apologies from Ms. Garrett, Mrs. Beras, and Mr. Hammond. This threatening post was a very
public attempt to intimidate and frighten the complainants so we would withdraw the complaints
we submitted to the Bureau of Elections. The process for submitting complaints is part of the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) to ensure fairness in our state’s elections. Attempts to
intimidate people into not using the process defined by the state to report potential MCFA
violations weaken the state’s ability to enforce the laws of the MCFA and, potentially, impact the
fairness of elections in our state. See Figure 2 attached for a screenshot of this Facebook post.

If the Bureau determines that the Committee for LV First is not responsible for the MCFA
violation, but instead Ms. Miller, Mrs. Kenez, and Mr. Weaks were responsible for the lack of
attribution on the door hanger, the Bureau should consider the fact that all three respondents
are former elected officials who previously ran their own campaigns, and thus, were aware of
the attribution requirements. Additionally, during a Lathrup Village Council meeting, Ms. Miller,
while serving as a councilperson, made comments on the record chastising other groups for



To: Michigan Department of State, Bureau of Elections
Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints
Date: December 11, 2023
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their failure to include the required attribution identification on campaign materials, so she was
clearly aware of the attribution requirements of the MCFA. Reference the YouTube video of the
City of Lathrup Village City Council Special Meeting on November 14, 2022, at the 2:25:08 mark
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEXIK3O8S30&t=8987s).

Sincerely,

/s/ Lauren Beras

Lauren Beras

/s/ Mykale Garrett

Mykale (Kelly) Garrett

/s/ Jason Hammond

Jason Hammond

JMH
encl.
cc: Mykale Garrett
Lauren Beras

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEXIK3O8S30&t=8987s
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Re: Garrett et al. v. Miller, et al., Campaign Finance Complaints
Date: December 11, 2023
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Figure 1: Door hanger distributed by The Committee for Lathrup Village First during the
November, 2022 election cycle.
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Figure 2: Screenshot of threatening Facebook post by Allen Weaks



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

December 21, 2023 

CTE Barbara Kenez       

19115 Glenwood Blvd.     

Lathrup Village, MI 48076    

  

Karen Miller   

18755 Glenwood Blvd  

Lathrup Village, MI 48076  

  

CTE Allen Weaks  

28252 Woodworth Way  

Lathrup Village, MI 48076  

  

Re: Garrett v. Miller  

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-085  

Hammond v. Committee to Elect Barbara Kenez  

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-088  

Beras v CTE Allen Weaks  

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-096  

 

Dear Ms. Kenez, Ms. Miller, & Mr. Weaks: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 

complaint filed against you by Mykale Garrett alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that the three of you1 have violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign 

Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include an identification statement on the door hanger advocating for 

your election to city council. 

 

You responded to the complaint through your attorney John R. Runyan. In your response, your 

attorney claimed that the three of you were not involved in the door hanger and that it was done 

by a Ballott Question Committee independently. Additionally, Mr. Runyan provided the 

financial statements for Lathrup Village First indicating that the door hanger was paid for from 

this committee. 

 

Mykale Garrett provided a rebuttal statement. In that statement, Mykale Garrett requested that 

the department add the Committee for Lathrup Village First to this complaint. Additionally, they 



Kenez, Miller, & Weaks 

Page 2 

 

   

 

indicated that ballot question committees are prohibited from donating to individual candidate 

committees.  

 

The department historically has not added new parties to a complaint after the parties have 

provided their response to the complaint. The department will continue this precedent and not 

include any additional parties to this complaint. 

 

Additionally, the evidence provided suggests that Lathrup Village First paid for the door hanger 

advocating for the election of candidates to city council. Ballot committees are prohibited from 

contributing to a candidate committee, but that would be a violation by Lathrup Village First and 

not the individual candidates. Similarly, the disclosure requirement would be on Lathrup Village 

First and not the respondents.   

 

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that insufficient 

evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA by the 

candidates. A violation of MCFA likely occurred by other parties not considered in this 

complaint, but that is not the responsibility of Ms. Karen Miller, Ms. Barbara Kenez, & Mr. 

Allen Weaks. 

 

Because the violation of the MCFA alleged in the complaint by these individuals has not been 

substantiated by sufficient evidence, the Department dismisses the complaint and will take no 

further enforcement action. If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact 

me at  

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Jimmy Biehl, Regulatory Attorney 

Regulatory Section 

                                                                                    Bureau of Elections 

                                                                                    Michigan Department of State 

 

c: Mykale Garret, Jason Hammond, Lauren Beras 
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