Michigan Campaign Finance Complaint

Section 1. Complainant

Name: Matthew Schonert
Daytime Telephone Number: +1 (231) 250-9931
Mailing Address: 22050 Boulder Avenue, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021

Section 2. Alleged Violator

Name: Moving Macomb Forward
Mailing Address: 12856 Belle River Road, Memphis, Michigan 48041

Section 3. A'llegations

Sections of MCFA alleged to be violated:

e MCL 169.224 — failure to file a statement of organization
e MCL 169.234 — failure to file statements
e MCL 169.226(1) — failure to report contributions and/or expenditures

Explain how those sections were violated:

1. Arenewal of the Macomb County Public Transportation Millage appeared on the Nov. 8
2022, ballot.

2. Ireceived two mailings urging me in terms of express advocacy to vote “yes” on the
millage.

3. On both mailings, in the return address area was stated “Paid for regulated funds by
Moving Macomb Forward”, with a return address of 12856 Belle River Rd., Memphis,
MI 48041.

a. On both mailings, the return address area also bears the logo of Allied Union
' Services, a printing and mailing company located in Fenton, Michigan.
b. Both mailings were sent using the PRESRT STD postage class. One of them
stated “Fenton, MI PERMIT NO. 1776.

4. A website mentioned on the mail pieces, located at https://renewmacombtransit.com ,

also carries an identifier showing the same committee name and address.

2

! https://alliedunionservices.com
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5. The return address included in the identifiers appears to be physically located in St. Clair
County. _

6. Because the committee address is located in St. Clair County and the ballot question
appeared on the ballot in Macomb County, I inquired with both counties (as well as the
State of Michigan) as to the status of this committee.

a. The Macomb County Clerk’s campaign finance filings show that there was, at one
time, a ballot question committee registered in Macomb County called
“MOVING MACOMB FORWARD COMMITTEE” (135596). However, that
committee was dissolved effective December 31, 2011, according to the Macomb
County Clerk's office.” At the time of the dissolution of MOVING MACOMB
FORWARD COMMITTEE, the Macomb County Clerk informed the committee
treasurer that should they wish to participate in future elections, they need to file a
new statement of organization.’ On the county’s website, this committee is the
only committee listed whose name contains “Moving Macomb Forward”. To date,
that committee remains in a dissolved state.

b. St. Clair County Elections Director Debbie Rhein informed me via email on
November 1, 2022, that there is no ballot question committee registered in St.
Clair County with the name "Moving Macomb Forward".

¢. On the Michigan Secretary of State campaign finance website, no committee
could be located whose name contains the phrase “Moving Macomb Forward?”,

7. It’s unclear if the Moving Macomb Forward organization mentioned on the mailers is a
continuation of the dissolved committee in Macomb County or whether they are two
distinct committees with nearly identical names. Regardless, the 2022 campaign activity
supporting the transit millage renewal occurred without having a filed statement of
organization (or, at least not in St. Clair County or Macomb County).

8. In addition, the committee likely failed to file campaign statements as well as failed to
report all of its contributions and expenditures, which may include graphic design,
printing, and postage for two mass mailings and domain name registration, hosting, and
development services for its website.

9. Ihereby respectfully request that the Bureau of Elections investi gate whether Moving
Macomb Forward violated the following sections of the Michigan Campa-ign Finance
Act:

a. MCL 169.224 — failing to file a statement of organization

b. MCL 169.234 — failing to file campaign statements

¢. MCL 169.226(1) — failing to report contributions and expenditures

2 http_s:x‘fmacomb.mi.campaiguﬁnance.UsfiCommitteePortal.php?iCommitteeID=3438
? https://campaignfinance us/docs.macomb.mi/48314031 pdf
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Evidence included with the submission of the complaint that
supports the allegations:

‘The following documents are attached:

e Copies of each mail piece (address side only).

® Dissolution confirmation letter sent to MOVING MACOMB FORWARD COMMITTEE
and dated February 9, 2012.*

o Complete commlttee documents are avallable at
https:// mi, - :

Email from St, Clalr County Electlons Director.
Screenshot of renewmacombtransit.com home page

Section 4. Certification

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a reasonable
inquiry under the circumstances, each Jactual contention of this complaint is supported by
evidence.

W °(/29/2023

S],gnumve of Complamam * Date

Section 5. Certification without Evidence
(Supplemental to Section 4)
NOT APPLICABLE

Section 6. Submission
This complaint is hereby submitted to MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan. gov

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48918

* Available online at https://campaignfinance.us/docs.macomb.mi/48314031 pdf
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Carmella Sabaugh

Macomb County
Clerk/Register of Deeds

Betiy A, Olelslk
Deputy Register of Deeds:

February 9, 2012

Mr. Frank Coppola
Treasurer

15985 Canal Road
Clinton Twp., Ml 48038

Dear Mr. Coppola:

Yours truly,
Llbrrette

Carmella Sabaugh

Clerk’s Office
40 N. Main St,
Mount Clemens, Mi 48043
586-469-5120
_ _ Fox: 586-783-8184
hitp:/ fwww.macombcountyml.gov/clerkeoffice
clerksoffice@macombcountymi.gov

Moving Macomb Forward

Pleasg feel free to call the Elections Dept. of m
have any questions about this matter. Thank you.

Macomb County Clerk / Register of Deeds

Fax-on-Demand

Michigan: 1-886-99-CLERK

Quit-of-State; 310-575-5035

Per youi' request, Committee #135596, Moving Macomb Forward, has been
dissolved effective December 31, 2011.

If you wish to participate in future elections, it will be necessary to form a new
committee and file an original Statement of Organization with us.

y office at (586) 469-5209 if you - _

Register of Deads
10 N. Main St
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
586-469-5176
Fax: §86-469-5130 :
hitp://www.macombeountymi.goviregisterdesds
registerdeeds@macombem mtemnt Fons



Matt Schonert <mrschonert@gmail.com>

FOIA Request

1 message

Rhein, Deborah E <derhein@stclaircounty.org> Tue, Nov 1, 2022 at 9:03 AM
To: "mrschonert@gmail.com” <mrschonert@gmail.com>

Good morning,

We do not have a ballot question committee registered in our county with the name Moving Macomb Forward.

Debbie Rhein

Elections Director, St. Clair County
201 McMorran Blvd

Port Huron, Ml 48060
derhein@stclaircounty.org

P: 810-985-2159

F: 810-985-2241
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 6, 2023
Moving Macomb Forward
12856 Belle River Road
Memphis, M1 48041

Re:  Schonert v Moving Macomb Forward
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-006

Dear Moving Macomb Forward:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by
Matthew Schonert alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or
Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that you either sent elections materials out from a
dissolved committee or that you failed to form a committee. Regardless of the circumstances, the
complaint alleges that you then failed to file the required campaign finance reports required of a
committee. A copy of the complaint is included with this notice.

Section 24 requires committees to file a statement of organization with the proper filing official
within 10 days after the committee is formed. MCL 169.224(1). Section 24 details specific
requirements for all statements of organization that must be filed. See MCL 169.224(2)-(3). A
person who fails to file a timely statement is subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000. MCL
169.221(13). A person who fails to file a statement of organization shall pay a late filing fee of
$10.00 per business day the report is not filed, not to exceed $300. MCL 169.224(1). A person
failing to file a statement of organization after 30 days is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by
a fine of up to $1,000. Id.

By statutory definition, a committee is formed when “a person receives contributions or makes
expenditures for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action of the voters for
or against [candidate, ballot question, etc.] if contributions received total $500.00 or more in a
calendar year or expenditures made total $500.00 or more in a calendar year.” MCL 169.203(4).
For purposes of determining whether a committee exists, the word “person” includes “a group of
persons acting jointly.” 169.211(2).

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received.
MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative contributions are more than $100.00,
the candidate or committee must also report the individual’s occupation, employer, and principal
place of business. Id. For each person other than an individual, candidates and committees need
not include the additional employment information but must provide all other contributor
information previously listed. MCL 169.226(1)(g).

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING e 1ST FLOOR e 430 W. ALLEGAN e LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections e (517) 335-3234



Macomb Moving Forward
Page 2

The MCFA requires ballot question committees to file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.234(1) — (3). A treasurer who knowingly
omits or underreports expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of
not more than $1,000 or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is
greater. MCL 169.234(7).

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is
included in the enclosed guidebook.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections,
Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished
by the complainant.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Schonert, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a
violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

Regulatory Section

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
Enclosure
c: Matthew Schonert


mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov

Dykema Gossett PLLC

DYkema Capitol View

201 Townsend Street, Suite 900
Lansing, Ml 48933

WWW.DYKEMA.COM

Tel: (517) 374-9100

Fax: (517) 374-9191

W. Alan Wilk

Direct Dial: (517) 374-9122

Direct Fax: (855) 256-1485
Email: WAWilk@dykema.com

March 14, 2023 Via Email and U.S. Mail

Michigan Department of State

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, MI 48918

E-Mail: BOERegulatory@michigan.gov

Re:  Response to Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-006
Schonert v Moving Macomb Forward

Dear Bureau of Elections:

Our firm represents the ballot question committee that is currently named Macomb Moving
Forward, but that was originally named Moving Macomb Forward before its name was amended
(“MMF”). This is in response to the Bureau of Elections’ letter dated February 6, 2023 regarding
a complaint filed against Moving Macomb Forward by Matthew Schonert (“Complainant”)
alleging certain violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the “Act”), 1976 PA 388, as
amended, MCL 169.201 et seq, including alleged violations of MCL 169.244 for failing to file a
statement of organization, MCL 169.234 for failing to file a campaign statements, and MCL
169.226(1) for failing to report expenditures and contributions.

We note that this complaint and the Bureau’s letter use the MMF address (as opposed to the address
of a prior committee that used the Moving Macomb Forward name and was dissolved in 2011).
Therefore, to the extent that this complaint is deemed to be directed at MMEF, for these alleged
violations, MMF states a violation of the Act has not occurred.

However, MMF does admit that the interchange of the two names “Moving” and “Macomb” is
confusing, and to try and avoid that confusion with the prior committee, MMF originally registered
with one name and almost immediately changed to the other. MMF also acknowledges that its
“paid for by” statement on the two mailings identified by Mr. Schonert would have been better if
it used the amended name “Macomb Moving Forward” as opposed to the original committee name
of “Moving Macomb Forward.”

MMF (using its original and amended name) does assert, however, that it is a properly registered
ballot question committee and has timely filed its contribution and expenditure reports. Its

California | Illinois | Michigan | Minnesota | Texas | Washington, D.C. | Wisconsin



Dykema

Michigan Department of State
March 14, 2023

Page 2

Statement of Organization was filed with the Macomb County Clerk on October 11, 2022, and
originally named the committee “Moving Macomb Forward.” (Exhibit 1). MMF then filed an
amended Statement of Organization and changed the name to “Macomb Moving Forward.”
(Exhibit 2). MMF has filed its contribution and expenditure reports with the Macomb County
Clerk under the amended name, “Macomb Moving Forward.” (Exhibit 3).!

MMF decided to amend the committee name to “Macomb Moving Forward” in an effort to avoid
confusion because, as Mr. Schonert pointed out, “Moving Macomb Forward” resembles the name
of a dissolved committee “Moving Macomb Forward Committee.” The name change has
unfortunately and apparently caused more confusion to MMF’s vendor, the Macomb County
Clerk, the Macomb County website—which MMF would have hoped identified its reports and
filings under both the original and amended names—and unfortunately Mr. Schonert as a recipient
of the MMF mailings. Notably, typing “Macomb,” “Moving,” or “Forward” individually into to
the Macomb County website’s “Committee Name” search function generates all of the registration
and all the reports for MMF.

Admittedly, the mailers attached to the complaint reference the original committee name and state
“Paid for with regulated funds by Moving Macomb Forward.” The mailers were paid for by MMF,
and its pre-election expenditure report identifies the funds paid to MMEF’s vendor, Byrum & Fisk
Communications, to print and copy these mailers. (Exhibit 4). The printed “paid for by” statement
interchanging “Macomb” and “Moving” on the mailers was an unintentional printing mistake, one
that is relatively easy to make. In fact, we note with no disrespect, that in the Bureau’s February
6, 2023 letter, MMF is referred to as “Moving Macomb Forward” on page 1 and “Macomb Moving
Forward” in the header on page 2. Nonetheless, we sincerely regret the inadvertent interchange of
the two names.

Other than the misprint/interchange of the name on the two mailers, the address of MMF is
correctly identified and matches the information MMF has submitted to the Macomb County
Clerk. MMF was unaware of the printing confusion when the mailers were circulated and thus the
purported violation was certainly not knowing nor intentional. MMF has asked, and we have
confirmed that, corrective language on the website disclaimer was updated to remedy the
confusion:?

Paid for with regulated funds by Macomb Moving Forward

1 Also available at https://macomb.mi.campaignfinance.us/iDocuments.php?iCommittee]D=13238.
2 Macomb Moving Forward website available at: https://renewmacombtransit.com/

California | lllinois | Michigan | Minnesota | Texas | Washington, D.C. | Wisconsin



Dykema
Michigan Department of State

March 14, 2023
Page 3

Macomb Moving Forward will ensure that all printed materials circulated in the future contain all
correct information in compliance with MCL 169.247(1).2

Sincerely,

Dykema Gossett PLLC

RN A

W. Alan Wilk

123847.000001 4889-9824-6229.4

3 As of December 31, 2022, Macomb Moving Forward has been dissolved. Exkibit 5, Dissolution Letter.

California | lllinois | Michigan | Minnesota | Texas | Washington, D.C. | Wisconsin
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BUREAU QOF ELECTIONS ORIGINAL ORAMENDED

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR LOCAL BALLOT QUESTION COMMITTEES FILED WITH COUNTY CLERK
Information on this form Is made public.

% MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1. Committee ID #: *2. Type of Filing: [E] Original:
] Amendment to items: Eff. Date:

*3, Date Committee was Formed: 40/06/2022

*4, Full Name of COmmIttee:Moving Macomb Forward

5. Acronym or Abbreviation (if any):

*6. Complete Committee Malling Address {(May be PO Box):P. 0 B OX 1 0030, L an Sin & Ml 48901

*7. Complete Committee Street Address (May not be PO Box): 201 Townsend St. Ste. 900, Lansing, Mi 48933
*Committee Phone: 517-374-8100  scommittee Emali Address: compliance@dykema.com

Committee Fax #: Committee Website Address:

*8. Treasurer Name and Complete Resldential Address: joff White, 12856 Belle River Rd., Memphis, MI 48041

Phone #: 586-634-9060 Emall Address: compliance@dykema.com

9. Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address: Rgnae Moore, 201 Townsend St., Ste 900 Lansing, M| 48933

Phone #: 517-374-9121 Email Address: compllance@dykema. com

*10. REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee does not expect to spend or recelve In excess of $1,000.00

in an election. |/We understand that if the committee does not spend or recelve in excess of $1,600.00 in an efection, the committee
does not owe detalled campaign statements. |/We further understand that the Reporting Walver will be automatically lost if the
committee exceeds the $1,000.00 threshold and all required campalgn statements must be filed. A Reporting Walver does not
exempt @ committee from filing Late Contribution Reports, : e

] NO, 1/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER, The committee expects to spend o receive In excess of
$1,000.00 in an election. I/We understand that the commlttee owes detalled campaign statements even if the committee does not
spend or recelve in excess of $1,000.00 in an election. |/We further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requested
retroactively to avold filing requirements and to avold pay!ng lata filing fees. Further information regarding Reporting Waivers can
be found in Appendix C of the Committee Manual. "

*11. Name and Address of Depositories or lntended Depositortes of committee funds. {Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan

Associatio
il Depositony (name and e PNC Bank, 120 N. Washington Ave., Lansing, Ml 48933

Secondary Depository {name and addrem)

12, List the specmc ballot propo: sal(s) lnvo!ved using the officlal ballot designation if avallable and mark support or oppose as

appropriate: [[f]Support Oppose
Description: Support of the Macomb County Public Transportation millage ballot proposal.

Indicate the ballot proposal district below by selecting County {include the county name), Multi-County or Lacal (include the name of
the jurisdiction), If multi-county, list the county where the greatest number of voters eligible to vote on the proposal reside.

County [T Mutti-county [rocal

13, Verlfication: I/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used In the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are
true, accurate and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or bellef. |/We certify that all reasonable diligence will be used in the
preparation of each statement electronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true, accurate and
complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief,

*Cur rpaBurer *Designated Record Keaper (If Applicable}
2 pate: /)./0. 2.7 ‘; Qﬂgg ddﬂmg Date:tO//l/ZZ

o doc REV 04/2018: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976,as amended  * = Required Fleld onOriginais
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TLED 7022 00T 12 av3Ey

\_.vu_n‘_

f"Fﬂ"l"i’ 45 ‘ZDUNT‘.‘ CLERK

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS ORIGINAL ORAMENDED

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR LOCAL BALLOT QUESTION COMMITTEES FILED WITH COUNTY CLERK
Information on this form Is made public.

@ MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1. Committee ID#: *2, Type of Filing:.  Original:
% Amendmenttoltems: Eff, Date: 10~ 12- 22

*3. Date Committee was Formed: 10/11/2022

*4, Full Name of Committee: Macomb Moving Forward

5. Acronym or Abhreviation (if any):

*6. Complete Committee Malling Address (May be PO Box):P . O ) B ox 1 0030, LanSi ng ’ M | 4 8901

*7. Complete Committae Street Address {May not be PO Box): 201 Townsend St. Ste. 900, Lansing, MI 48933
*Committee Phone: 517-374-9100  *Committee Emall Address; compliance@dykema.com

Committee Fax #: Committee Website Address:

*8. Treasurer Name and Complete Residential Address: joff White, 12856 Belle River Rd., Memphis, Ml 48041

£y
2

Phone #: 586-634-9060 Emall Address: compllance@dykema com

Phane #: 517-374-9100 Emall Address; compllance@dykeme.corga

*10, REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:
YES, I/WE WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee doe »
in an electlon. |/We understand that if the committee does not spend or.s in excess of $1,000.00 in an election, the committee
does not owe detalled campalgn statements. I/We further understand th ithe Reporting Waiver will be automatically lost If the
committee exceeds the $1,000.00 threshold and all required camp ; :tements must be filed. A Reporting Walver does not
exempt a committee from flling Late Contribution Reports,;:

. NO, I/WE DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING: WAIVE' The committee expects to spend or recelve in excess of

$1,000.00in an election. |/We understand that the committee owes detalled campalgn statements even if the committee does not
spend or recelve In excess of $1,000.00 in an election. I/We further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requested
retroactively to avoid filing requirements and to avo 'paylnx late filing fees, Further information regarding Reporting Waivers can

be found in Appendix C of the Committee Manual

not expect to spend or receive in excess of $1,000.00

*11, Name and Address of Depositories or lntended Deposltories of committee funds. (Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan

{
Assaciation) > Bank, 120 N. Washington Ave., Lansing, MI 48933

*Qfficial Depository (name and address “P

Secondary Depository (name and address)
I

12, List the specific ballot propo sal(s) Involved using the official ballot designation if avallable and mark support or oppose as

appropriate: [ Support Oppose
Description: Support of the Macomb County Public Transportation millage baliot proposal.
Indicate the ballot proposal district below by selecting County (Include the county name), Multi-County or Local (Include the name of

the jurisdiction). If muiti-county, list the county where the greatest number of vaters ellgible to vote on the proposal reside.
County [Jmuiti-County D Local

13, Verification: [/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used In the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are
true, accurate and complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. I/We certify that all reasonable diligence will be used in the
preparation of each statement electronically flled by this committee and that the contents of each statement wilf be true, accurate and

complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief,

*Cu rpasurer *Designated Recoxd Keeper (IfApplicable)
/o pate: /2. //. 272 /bm Date: "O/ 121?6?

(,Eﬂ% £G50.doc REV 04/2018: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976,as amended  * = Required Field onOriginals
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Macomb County Home | Board of Commissioners Home | County Eleﬂc Hume Circuit Court Home

Countv Sites

Search Our Site

| | co

Business
Community

Government

Macomb County Clerk / Register of Deeds
Campaign Finance Reporting

Election Links

Committees Dwing

| Retum to Committes Details |

140248 - MACOMB MOVING FORWARD

IIIEM-
Miscellaneous Filing 0151123 View
Dissolution Stmt 01/30/23 4 View
Post-Election Stmt - 11/08/2022 General Election 12/08/22 12![]81"22 4 View
Pre-Election Stmt - 11/08/2022 General Election (Amended) 1110/22 111522 2 View
Error and Omission 11001722 - 2 View
Pre-Election Stmt - 11/08/2022 General Election 10/28/22 10/28/22 & View
Stmt of Organization (4mended

COMMITTEE NAME,{FDRI'I.-'IATI]:Z}M DATE R =
Miscellansous Filin

NO REPORTING WAIVER LTR tonazz - T View
Receipt 1012122 - 1 View
T-Receipt 1012022 - 1 View
R-Receipt 1012122 1 View
Stmt of Organization 101122 10/ 1 22 1 View

Campaign Finance Reporting € 2004-2023 Campaign Finance US, LLC

Fines

Election Results

Elections Home Page

Macomb County Clerk

Michigan Secretary of
State Elections Page

Federal Election
Commission

e

©Copyright by Macomb County, Michigan. All Rights Reserved.

Best viewed 1024 x 768

Home |

Privacy Policy | 5ite Map Eeturn to Top |
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To:

Page: 2 of 3 2022-11-10 11:12:47 CST 15176595918

MERTS Reports

= MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REYYE BUREAL OF ELECTIONS

BALLOT QUESTION COVER PAGE

[ Committeed . [140048:0 =
i Macomb Movlng_Forward

j Committee Mailing "~ !po Box 10030

: ) Jtansing MI 48933 . ;
‘- Phone

- Treasurer Residential 112856 Belle River Rd

.Memphis MI 48041

- Ph
i Treasurer Business

i- Phone

‘- * Recordkeeper Name L . iRenae Moore

. Recgrdkeeper Mamng |201 Townsend st ste 900 et e+ S e e et s et o

ir_.?hone %(517) 374-9121
__jAmended - Pre-Election

'Stasemeﬂt,rypsA._,,f,ﬁ...h.___.‘ o

!- Date

L e LT LT G L R e MR R T

?.},Trﬁ@s%ﬁﬁt[Bscq,r#!seﬁnﬁr...Sianes'., o

A committee that does not have a Reporting Waiver must file all required Campaign Statements, The Campaign Statements
must include all applicable Schedules. Direct contributions, in-kind contributions, loans, expenditures, and outstanding
debts count against the $1,000 Reporting Waiver threshold, If any of the information listed in the items above has changed
since the information was shown on the commiitee's Statement of Organization, an amendment to the Statement of
Organization should accompany this Campaign Statement. If a request for a2 Reporting Waiver is not received on or
before the filing deadline of a required campaign statement, that campaign statement cannot be waived.

Verification: 1\We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of this statement and attached schedules

(if any) and to the best of my\our knowledge and belief the contents are true, accurate and complete.

L .f/10/2022

From: Renae Moare

Page 1 of 6

Current Treasurer or Designated Record keeper:
(Type or Print) Name: R@ﬂae M CO@ Signature: @/’W /(/[MDate: / / // 0/2022.
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11/10/2022



To: Page: 3 of 3 2022-11-10 11:12:47 CST 15176595918 From: Renae Maoare

MERTS Reports Page 6 of 6

DIRECT EXPENDITURES (4B) BALLOT QUESTION

cimne enssan e,

{» Committee Name {Macomb Moving Forward {

o

m~

# 4118- -Change
Date: 10/1772022 Amt: 18,000.00 Cumul: 18,000.00

Name: Byrum & Fisk Communications Purpose: Operatlions: printing and Payment on Debt/Obligation
Address: 1000 Coolldge Rd copying reported on
City: East Lansing State: MI Ballot Proposal: Public Transportation previous statemant:
Zip: 48823 Millage
Support or Oppose: Support
State or Local: Local
County: MACOMB

Fund Raiser:

SchedwleTotal i .

file:///C:/MertsBQC/r2/can.xml 11/10/2022
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Anthony G. Forlini
Macomb County Clerk :
Kathy Smith Register of Deeds . | - Jennifer Walker

Chief Depuly Clerk _ Depuly Register of Deeds

January 31, 2023

Macomb Moving Forward
P.0O. Box 10030
Lansing, Ml 48933

Dear Committee:

Per your request committee #140248 — CTE Macomb Moving Forward
, was dissolved, effective December 31, 2022.

Please call the Macomb County Election Department at (586) 469-5209 if
you have any questions about this information.

Sincerely,

Anthony GForlini
Macomb County Clerk/Register of Deeds

Cc: Jeff White; Treasurer
Renae Moore; Record Keeper

Macomb County Election Department
32 Market Street « Mount Clemens, Ml 48043-5640
586-469-5209 « macombgov.crg/elections » elecfions@macombgov.o_rg



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

March 20, 2023
Matthew Schonert
22050 Boulder Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

Via email

Re:  Schonert v. Moving Macomb Forward
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-006

Dear Mr. Schonert:

The Department of State received a response from Moving Macomb Forward to the complaint
you filed against them alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A.
388, MCL 169.201 ef seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter.

You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a
rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The
rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,

Regulatory Section
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Moving Macomb Forward

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING e 1ST FLOOR e 430 W. ALLEGAN e LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections e (517) 335-3234
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANSING
May 3, 2023
W. Alan Wilk
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Counsel for Macomb Moving Forward
Capitol View

201 Townsend Street, Suite 900
Lansing, M1 48933

Via email

Re:  Schonert v. Moving Macomb Forward
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-006

Dear Mr. Wilk:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against your clients by Matthew Schonert alleging that they violated the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that
complaint.

Specifically, the complaint alleges that your clients either sent election materials out from a
dissolved committee or that they failed to form a committee. Regardless of the circumstances,
the complaint alleges that they then failed to file the campaign finance reports required of a
committee.

You responded to the complaint in a letter dated March 14, 2023. In your response, you claimed
that your firm represents the ballot question committee currently named Macomb Moving
Forward, but that was originally named Moving Macomb Forward (MMF). You acknowledged
that the name revision could be confusing, and that “its ‘paid for by’ statement on the two
mailings identified by Mr. Schonert would have been better if it had used the amended name
‘Macomb Moving Forward’ as opposed to the original committee name of ‘Moving Macomb
Forward.””

Nonetheless, you argue that MMF is a properly registered ballot question committee and has
timely filed its contribution and expenditure reports. You further indicate that MMF filed its
original Statement of Organization with the Macomb County Clerk on October 11, 2022, and its
amended Statement of Organization, in which it amended its name, on October 12, 2022.

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING e 1ST FLOOR e 430 W. ALLEGAN e LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections e (517) 335-3234



Moving Macomb Forward
Page 2

While you acknowledged that the mailers use the Moving Macomb Forward rather than the
Macomb Moving Forward name in its “paid for by” statement, you argued that it was an
“unintentional printing mistake”, that the mailers were paid for by MMF, and that MMEF’s pre-
election report shows the payments for those mailers.

In a letter dated March 20, 2023, Mr. Schonert was provided the opportunity to submit a rebuttal
statement. To date, no rebuttal has been received.

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that insufficient
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. While
MMF indicated in its “paid for by” statement that its name was Moving Macomb Forward rather
than Macomb Moving Forward, the Department accepts that this was a printing error, that MMF
formed a committee as required, and that MMF appears to have filed all required reports.

Because the violation of the MCFA alleged in the complaint has not been substantiated by
sufficient evidence, the Department dismisses the complaint and will take no further enforcement
action. If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at
BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

Jenny Mclnerney, Regulatory Attorney
Regulatory Section

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State

c: Matthew Schonert


mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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