




















 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

January 10, 2022 
DeVonte Sherard 
3844 12th Street 
Ecorse, MI 48229       
 
Re: Schonert v. Sherard 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-002 
 

Dear Mr. Sherard:  
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by 
Matthew Schonert alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or 
Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that you failed to report information regarding a 
fundraiser your committee, DeVonte Sherard for Ecorse, held on June 26, 2022. A copy of the 
complaint is included with this notice. 

 
The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount 
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received. 
MCL 169.226(1)(e). Additionally, the following information regarding each fundraising event 
must be included in the report:   

• The type of event, date held, address and name, if any, of the place where the activity was 
held, and approximate number of individuals participating or in attendance.  

• The total amount of all contributions.  
• The gross receipts of the fundraising event.  
• The expenditures incident to the event.   

MCL 169.226(1)(d).   
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
included in the enclosed guidebook. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
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fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Schonert, who will have an opportunity to submit 
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 
violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Regulatory Section 
                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
 
c: Matthew Schonert 



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

February 9, 2023 

 

SECOND NOTICE 

 

DeVonte Sherard  

3844 12th Street  

Ecorse, MI 48229      

 

Re: Schonert v. Sherard 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-002 

 

Dear Mr. Sherard: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by 

Matthew Schonert alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or 

Act). Specifically, the complaint alleges that you failed to report information regarding a 

fundraiser your committee, DeVonte Sherard for Ecorse, held on June 26, 2022. A copy of the 

complaint is included with this notice. 

 

The Department sent you notice of this complaint in a letter dated January 11, 2023. That letter 

informed you that you had 15 business days from that date to provide a response to the 

complaint. As a courtesy, the Department is extending you an opportunity to submit a 

response within 15 business days of the date of this second notice. If you do not submit a 

response within 15 business days of the date of this notice, the Department will have no choice 

but to adjudicate the complaint based on the facts and allegations included in the complaint 

alone.  

 

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount 

contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received. 

MCL 169.226(1)(e). Additionally, the following information regarding each fundraising event 

must be included in the report:    

• The type of event, date held, address and name, if any, of the place where the activity was 

held, and approximate number of individuals participating or in attendance.   

• The total amount of all contributions.   

• The gross receipts of the fundraising event.   

• The expenditures incident to the event.    

MCL 169.226(1)(d).    
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The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 

your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 

understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 

true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 

the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 

available on the Department’s website. 

 

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 

business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 

additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 

BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 

Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 

fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 

by the complainant. 

 

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Schonert, who will have an opportunity to submit 

a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 

the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 

administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 

Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 

                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/05delrio/Complaint_Guidebook__Procedures.pdf?rev=0ddd8315230c45d7b3dfbe3b6a31a0ca
mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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MDOS-BOERegulatory

From: Devonte Sherard <devontesherard2@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 9:46 PM
To: MDOS-BOERegulatory
Subject: Re: Ecorse Mayoral Campaign Finance

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov 

 

Thank you for your response.   
 
Everything is already taken care of I do not owed the Wayne County they have probably did not update my finance 
report but everything is already taken care of I will reach out to them tomorrow. 
 
Thank you in advance for your help 
 
DeVonte Sherard 
 
On Wed, Feb 15, 2023, 3:14 PM MDOS-BOERegulatory <MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov> wrote: 

Mr. Sherard,  

As you noted, the Wayne County clerk is your filing official, and campaign finance reports are due to them. Their 
website showing filed reports is available here: View Filed Reports (wccampaignfinance.com). The Schonert v. Sherard 
complaint that the Department received regarding your committee alleged that you did not complete the 1F Fundraiser 
schedule for your fundraiser held June 26, 2022 in your pre-primary report, which you filed July 14, 2022.  

  

You may address this issue by amending your report with Wayne County. You may respond to the complaint by 
February 27, 2023.  

  

Thank you,  

Regulatory Section 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

Main: 517-335-3234 

BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov  
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From: Devonte Sherard <devontesherard2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2023 2:58 PM 
To: MDOS-BOERegulatory <MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov> 
Subject: Ecorse Mayoral Campaign Finance 

  

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov 

  

Dear Secretary of State  

  

Hello I am DeVonte Sherard Former Ecorse Mayoral Candidate this is regarding of my campaign finance.  

  

To whom is required my campaign finance is in order and write.When I first start off in the campaign I had three 
different treasures and now everything is squared away in the right direction.  

  

There was some mistakes that have happened in the campaign treasure regarding to people that was not qualified to 
be my treasure but now I had the right person which is the third person came into help me with my Campaign finance. 

  

Last treasure was LaGina Washington and the Wayne County clerk's office had made a mistake and put an arrow and in 
put LaGina Sherard.  

  

All my campaign finance is straight in right 

  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to give me a call 313-334-0266 

  

DeVonte Sherard 

Former Ecorse Mayoral Candidate 











 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

March 15, 2023 

Matthew Schonert 

22050 Boulder Avenue 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

 

Via email       

 

Re: Schonert v. Sherard 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-002 

 

Dear Mr. Schonert: 

 

The Department of State received a response from Devonte Sherard to the complaint you filed 

against him alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 

169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter. 

 

You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a 

rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The 

rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the 

Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 

Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  

  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 

                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

Enclosure 

c: Devonte Sherard 
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MDOS-BOERegulatory

From: Matt Schonert <mrschonert@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 8:00 PM
To: MDOS-BOERegulatory
Subject: Re: Schonert v. Sherard Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-002

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  
 
My rebuttal statement in Schonert v. Sherard is as follows.  
 
It appears that the respondent has inquired with the Wayne County Clerk's office about the compliance status of his 
committee. However, this fails to address the allegation made in the complaint. The county clerk is not responsible for 
processing campaign finance complaints and may not even be aware of this complaint. Furthermore, if the clerk does 
not know that the respondent held a fundraiser on June 26, 2022, then they would be unable to advise him via an 
error/omission notice that his fundraiser schedule was incomplete.  
 
The Bureau of Elections advised the respondent in a February 15, 2023, email that this issue could be addressed by 
amending his pre-primary campaign statement ("CS") . However, it appears that this has not been done.  
 
On March 15, 2023, I visited the Wayne County campaign finance website at https://wccampaignfinance.com and 
searched for the following campaign statement: 

 Committee Name: 82-157856-DeVonte Sherard For Ecorse 
 Reporting Period: 07/17/2022 Pre Primary 

The system returned only one result, with a Filed/Amended date of 7/14/2022. For this CS, Schedule 1F is empty.  
 
Consequently, it appears that the respondent has not amended his Pre Primary CS to include the fundraiser information. 
 
Sincerely,  
Matthew R. Schonert 
 
On Wed, Mar 15, 2023 at 10:51 AM MDOS-BOERegulatory <MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov> wrote: 

Please see the attached. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Bureau of Elections, Regulatory Section 

Michigan Department of State 
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Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 

P.O. Box 20126 

Lansing, Michigan 48901 

  



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

May 1, 2023 

Devonte Sherard 

3844 12th Street  

Ecorse, MI 48229       

 

Re: Schonert v. Sherard 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-002 

Dear Mr. Sherard: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 

complaint filed against you by Matthew Schonert alleging that you violated the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that you failed to report information regarding a fundraiser your 

committee, DeVonte Sherard for Ecorse, held on June 26, 2022. 

 

You responded to the complaint in emails sent February 15 and 21, 2023. In your response, you 

claimed that you had three treasurers over the course of your campaign, which resulted in some 

mistakes. However, you argued that your reports had been corrected and everything was up to 

date.   

 

Additionally, you submitted a letter from the Wayne County Office of the County Clerk: 

Election Division, which states that, as of March 7, 2023, “[y]ou have one outstanding notice of 

Error or Omission for your filed Pre General 2018 Campaign Statement . . . There are no other 

outstanding issues (campaign statements or notice of error or omissions) with this candidate 

committee.”  

 

Mr. Schonert provided a rebuttal statement in an email received by the Department March 15, 

2023. In that statement, he argued that, while the county clerk stated that you had no outstanding 

issues, the clerk’s office would have no way of knowing whether you had held a fundraiser and 

were required to submit the attendant report. Accordingly, the clerk “would be unable to advise 

[you] via an error/omission notice that [your] fundraiser schedule was incomplete.”  

 

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount 

contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received. 

MCL 169.226(1)(e). Additionally, the following information regarding each fundraising event 

must be included in the report:    
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• The type of event, date held, address and name, if any, of the place where the activity was 

held, and approximate number of individuals participating or in attendance.   

• The total amount of all contributions.   

• The gross receipts of the fundraising event.   

• The expenditures incident to the event.    

MCL 169.226(1)(d).   

 
The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and your filed reports for the 
DeVonte Sherard for Ecorse committee, ID #82-157856, available on the Wayne County 
Campaign Finance Information System. Mr. Schonert is correct that your pre-primary statement, 
submitted July 14, 2022, does not include any events on the Schedule 1F fundraiser page.  
 
The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted in this matter and finds that sufficient 
evidence has been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. While 
you submitted your required pre-primary statement, you did not complete the Schedule 1F to 
report the elements required under section 26 of the MCFA, above. Your pre-primary statement 
includes at least 11 contributions received on June 26, 2022, which was the date of your 
fundraiser. All of those contributions must be reported on the Schedule 1F fundraiser form.     
 
This letter serves to notify you and your clients that the Department has determined there may be 
reason to believe that you have violated the Act and to notify you that the Department is 
beginning the informal resolution process.  
 
Please submit Schedule 1F as an amendment to your pre-primary report by September 8, 2023, 
and notify the Department that you have done so at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov in order to 
resolve this issue. 
 
“If, after 90 business days, the secretary of state is unable to correct or prevent further violation 
by these informal methods, the secretary of state shall do either of the following:   

(a) Refer the matter to the attorney general for the enforcement of any criminal penalty 
provided by this act.   
(b) Commence a hearing as provided in subsection (11) for enforcement of any civil 
violation.”  

MCL 169.215(11).    
 

Sincerely, 
 

        

 

       Jenny McInerney, Regulatory Attorney 

Regulatory Section 

       Bureau of Elections 

       Michigan Department of State 

c: Matthew Schonert  

https://wccampaignfinance.com/Public/ViewFiledReports
mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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September 12, 2023 
 

The Honorable Dana Nessel 
Department of Attorney General 
G. Mennen Williams Building 
525 West Ottawa Street 
Lansing, MI 48933 
 
Re:  Schonert v. Sherard 
 Michigan Campaign Finance Complaint 
 
 
Dear Attorney General Nessel:  
 
Please allow this letter to serve as a referral to the Attorney General of the above referenced 
campaign finance matter for the enforcement of any criminal penalties under the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act. MCL 169.215(10)(a).  
 
If you or your staff would like any additional information regarding this case, please contact this 
office.  
 
 
       Sincerely  
 
       s/ Michael J. Brady 
 
       Michael J. Brady, Chief Legal Director 
       Michigan Secretary of State 
 
 
 
cc:  Heather Meingast, Division Chief, CLEE Division 

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
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