


















 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

January 3, 2023 
Kip C. Walby 
21611 Edgewood 
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080       
 
Re: Schonert v. Walby  

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 12 – 225 – 226  
 

Dear Mr. Walby:  
 
The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you 
Matthew Schonert that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). 
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you may have failed to report a contribution by your 
committee, “CTE Kip C. Walby,” to Monique Owens’ campaign for Eastpoint mayor. Such a 
contribution was reported by Ms. Owens on August 24, 2022, with a contribution date of August 
15, 2021. The Department has reviewed your filings with the Macomb County Clerk since July 
23, 2021, and no such contribution has been identified in your reports. A copy of the complaint is 
included with this notice. 
 
The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount 
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received. 
MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative contributions are more than $100.00, 
the candidate or committee must also report the individual’s occupation, employer, and principal 
place of business. Id. For each person other than an individual, candidates and committees need 
not include the additional employment information but must provide all other contributor 
information previously listed. MCL 169.226(1)(g).   
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and 
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to 
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as 
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and 
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. An explanation of the process is 
included in the enclosed guidebook. 
 
If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15 
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or 
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to 
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections, 
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Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you 
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished 
by the complainant. 
 
A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Schonert, who will have an opportunity to submit 
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by 
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a 
violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s 
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an 
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the 
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@michigan.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Regulatory Section 
                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 
c: Matthew Schonert  



















 

 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  

RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  
Mi ch i gan .gov/E le ct i ons  ●  (517)  335-3234  

February 8, 2023 
Matthew Ross Schonert 
22050 Boulder Ave 
Eastpointe, MI 48021      
 
Via email 
 
Re: Schonert v. Walby 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022-12-225-226 

 
Dear Mr. Schonert: 
 
The Department of State received a response from Kip C. Walby to the complaint you filed 
against him alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 
169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter. 
 
You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a 
rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The 
rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the 
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Regulatory Section 

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections 
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State 

 
 
c: Kip C. Walby 
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MDOS-BOERegulatory

From: Matt Schonert <mrschonert@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 12:06 PM
To: MDOS-BOERegulatory
Subject: Re: Schonert v. Walby campaign finance complaint

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  
 
I hereby submit my rebuttal in Schonert v. Walby (Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022-12-225-226).  
 
To date, the Macomb County Clerk's campaign finance website shows no record of having received an amended October 
2021 Campaign Statement for CTE KIP C WALBY.  
https://macomb.mi.campaignfinance.us/iDocuments.php?iCommitteeID=3669 
 
I respectfully ask that the Bureau of Elections deny the respondent's request to dismiss the complaint for the following 
reasons:  

1. The committee's answer admits that the expenditure was not disclosed, which supports the conclusion that a 
violation occurred.  

2. The committee has apparently not yet filed a corrected statement with the filing official (the county clerk).  

Sincerely,  
Matthew R. Schonert 
 
On Wed, Feb 8, 2023 at 10:56 AM MDOS-BOERegulatory <MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov> wrote: 

Please see the attached.  

  

Regulatory Section 

Bureau of Elections 

Michigan Department of State 

Main: 517-335-3234 

BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov  

  

  

  



 

 

MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 
R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 

M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  ( 517)  335-3234 

March 23, 2023 

 

Kip C. Walby 

21611 Edgewood St 

St Clair Shores, MI 48080 

Re:  Schonert v. Walby 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022 – 12 – 225 – 226  

Dear Mr. Walby: 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance 

complaint filed against you by Matthew Schonert alleging that you violated the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that you failed to report a contribution by your committee, "CTE Kip C. 

Walby," to Monique Owens' campaign for Eastpoint mayor. Such a contribution was reported by 

Ms. Owens on August 24, 2022, with a contribution date of August 15, 2021, but was not 

included in the “CTE Kip C. Walby” October 2021 Quarterly Campaign Statement. 

 

Michele Walby, treasurer for your committee, responded to the complaint with a letter received 

by the Department on February 7, 2023. In that response, Ms. Walby stated that the $100 

expenditure was inadvertent and unintentional. Ms. Walby included an amended October 2021 

Quarterly Campaign Statement in the letter to our office that noted the expenditure. 

 

Mr. Schonert provided a rebuttal to your response in an email dated February 8, 2023. In that 

statement, he noted that as of February 8, 2023, the Macomb County Clerk's campaign finance 

website had not received an amended October 2021 Quarterly Campaign Statement for the “CTE 

Kip C. Walby” committee. 

 

The MCFA requires a committee reporting expenditures for a candidate within only one county 

to file a statement with the clerk of that county. MCL 169.236(6). The campaign statement of a 

committee must itemize all expenditures made to other committees or candidates with the full 

name and street address of the candidate or committee, the amount disbursed, and the purpose of 

the expenditure. MCL 169.226(1)(j). A person who knowingly omits or underreports 

expenditures required to be disclosed by the Act is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,000 

or the amount of the expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater. MCL 

169.233(11). 
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The Department has independently reviewed your filings with the Macomb County Clerk as of 

March 19, 2023, and it does not appear that an amended campaign statement for October 2021 

has been submitted. While you have submitted the amended report to the Department, it must 

also be amended with your filing official in order to address the violation.  

 

Upon review of the evidence submitted, the Department finds that sufficient evidence has 

been presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. After reaching this 

conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a 

further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be reason to believe that a 

violation … has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is “to 

correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” Id. 

 

Given the steps that you have taken to address the violation, once you send evidence that the 

report has been amended with the Macomb County Clerk to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov, the 

Department has determined that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint and 

will consider this matter concluded. Please submit this evidence within one month of receipt of 

this letter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c:  Matthew Schonert 

 Michele Walby 

  

mailto:BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov


From: Kip Walby
To: Elections Clerk
Cc: MDOS-BOERegulatory
Subject: Re: Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022-12-225-226
Date: Monday, April 3, 2023 9:27:01 AM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov

Thank you for the clarification. 

I will update all the statements.

Thank you

Kip Walby

On Mon, Apr 3, 2023 at 9:21 AM Elections Clerk <elections@macombgov.org> wrote:
Mr. Walby,
An amended 2021 October Quarterly 4 page statement has been received. Based on this
newly reported information, it appears your committee will also owe amendments to all
statements from the 2021 Annual through the 2022 Annual. 

Debra Williams
Macomb County Election Department
32 Market St, Mount Clemens
586-469-5209

On Mon, Apr 3, 2023 at 9:12 AM Kip Walby <kip.walby@gmail.com> wrote:
Attached is my amended report for the time period (7-21-2021 - 10-20-2021) as well as
the most recent letter from the Secretary of State.

Thank you

Kip Walby

mailto:kip.walby@gmail.com
mailto:elections@macombgov.org
mailto:MDOS-BOERegulatory@michigan.gov
mailto:elections@macombgov.org
mailto:kip.walby@gmail.com
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August 8, 2023 
Kip Walby 
21611 Edgewood  
St. Clair Shores, MI 48021   
 
Re: Schonert v. Walby 

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2022-12-225-226 

 
Dear Mr. Walby: 
 
The Department of State (Department) has reviewed your amended 2021 October quarterly 
statement, as well as the other amended reports requested by the county, submitted in response to 
the Department’s March 23, 2023 determination that there may be reason to believe that you 
violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), as well as the instructions from 
the Macomb County Election Department.  
 
In your April 3, 2023 email exchanges, in which you cc’d the Department, you indicated to 
Macomb County that you had submitted your amended 2021 October quarterly statement. The 
county Election Department indicated that you needed to amend your 2021 annual statement, 
2022 July quarterly statement, 2022 October quarterly statement, and 2022 annual statement as 
well. You did so on April 10, 2023.  
 
Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the 
complaint and considers the matter concluded. Thank you for your prompt resolution of this 
matter.  
 
       Sincerely, 
 

 
 

       Jenny McInerney, Regulatory Attorney 
       Bureau of Elections 
       Michigan Department of State 
         
c: Matthew Schonert  
 

http://www.michigan.gov/Elections
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